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A MESSAGE FROM CADENABBIA

1. As a group of Muslim and Christian scholars and activists, mainly
from Sub-Saharan Africa, South and South-East Asia, after a
process of some months of reflection, writing and sharing papers,
we met together in Villa la Collina, in Cadenabbia (Italy), at the
invitation of the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung (Germany), October
1-4, 2009. We join ourselves with those Muslims and Christians
who have welcomed, studied and reflected upon the A Common
Word document (ACW) and wish to affirm it as an important
fresh impetus towards what we hope will be a new experience of
Christian-Muslim relations. We wish to add to this discussion of
love of God and neighbour a correlative emphasis on universal
justice, on respect for the dignity of every human being, on
freedom of conscience and respect for difference.

2. Our specificity as a group is that we are coming from both religious
traditions, deeply rooted in Sub-Saharan Africa, and South and
South-East Asia, where the vast majority of the world’s Muslims
live; where there is a deep and wide richness of Christian presence;
where the expansion in both faiths is likely to occur in coming
decades; where we have a centuries-long experience of living
together in plural societies. From this we have something to
contribute to the worldwide discussion.

3. In our areas plurality of religion existed before the rise of
Christianity or Islam and has continued since; into this situation
Muslims and Christians in their own ways have entered. Whilst we
acknowledge that we have specific dynamics in Christian-Muslim
relations, we also note that we are susceptible to international
events, forces, pressures and intrusions.

4. In our societies, not only Christians and Muslims but also followers
of other world- and traditional religions live side by side, even in
the same family or community, overwhelmingly in harmony.

We therefore have something to contribute to new contexts in our
regions and in other parts of the world. In various configurations
in our regions we have experience respectively of living as minor-
ities, as majorities and in plurality. Therefore we have a wealth of
experience of and are comfortable with multiple identities and
belongings.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

As Christians responding to ACW we hear their assertion that
Muslims are not against Christians, and we in return affirm as
Christians that we are not against Muslims.

As Muslims we affirm that in this relationship we should be “vying
with one another in good deeds” as the Qur'an exhorts us (Surat
al-Ma’ida, Q 5:48).

Together we affirm that we will respect each other, that we will
not speak contemptuously and we renounce the use of, or incite-
ment to, violence in the name of God or religion.

We recognise and do not pretend to resolve the theological and
ideological differences, in all their diversities, within and between
our two faith communities, and yet we affirm with full accord the
oneness of God whom we serve with our whole being.

We accept the challenge of ACW to “love your neighbour as your-
self,” which we understand as applying to the obligation to build
secure “neighbourhoods” in the widest sense of that term. This
requires us to confront together the challenges which include
poverty and illiteracy, environmental degradation and disease,
human-rights violations, gender discrimination and ethnic conflict.
We want to speak and act with utmost responsibility because we
know from firsthand experience in our regions the consequences
that can flow from “easy words.”

We deplore the actions of extreme groups who abuse the noble
teachings of our religions, and manipulate religious sentiments;
and the mass hysteria that can lead to violations of individuals
and communities. We recognise that there is a responsibility upon
majority communities to uphold the human rights and dignities
of minorities within their societies.

We choose not to be prisoners of the negative aspects of our
history and the bitter memories we may have inherited. Rather,
inspired by the hope our religions generate, we commit our-
selves to constructing a more positive future. Those who have
the burden of leadership in our communities bear a particular
responsibility not to succumb to stereotype and prejudice, but

to maintain a constructive vision.

We cannot talk of loving our neighbour without seeking to know,
to understand and to empathise with members of other faiths
and cultural communities. Therefore:
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= We call upon those responsible for educational institutions to
review and improve wherever necessary educational resources,
syllabi and the training of teachers.

= In turning to the education and training of religious leaders
from both our traditions, we call for an open and inclusive
approach both to content and interpersonal relationships,
within the context of the culture within which they are working.

= Similarly, we acknowledge the powerful role played in society
by all forms of media and information technology, and call on
those who use and control them to play a responsible, infor-
med and constructive role.

14. We commit ourselves to adding our voices and our resources to
the process to which ACW has now given new energy, to promote
local, regional and global societies which can truly be experienced
as neighbourhoods, in which all men and women are respected
equally and accorded their full dignity as the noble creatures of
God. Love of God demands of us love of neighbour; without love
of neighbour there is no love of God.
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