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We’re thrilled to launch a 2-part series, The Next Digital Decade: Case 
Studies from Asia. Volume 1, titled ‘Traces and Dividesȇ��UHȵHFWV�WKH�
path these case studies take: tracing the impact of the Internet on 
society, politics, and life in Asia, while identifying the many divides 
that persist. Asian societies are increasingly “digitally transformed”, 
EXW�WKH�H΍HFWV�DUH�XQHTXDOO\�GLVWULEXWHG��DQG�RIWHQ�DPSOLI\�ORQJ�
standing power imbalances along multiple axes. 

$W�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKLV�SURMHFW�LV�WKH�LQWHQWLRQ�WR�ȴQG�ZRUN�RQ�WKH�UH-
gion from within it, and to expand the discourse to include emerg-
LQJ�VFKRODUV�ZLWK�XQLTXH�YDQWDJH�SRLQWV��ΖQ�WKLV�SXEOLFDWLRQ�\RX�ZLOO�
ȴQG�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�WKHPHV�DQG�DXWKRUV�IURP�RYHU����GL΍HUHQW�
countries in Asia, featuring established scholars and practitioners, 
as well as early career academics. 

Asia has often been framed as a recipient of knowledge, a passive 
EHQHȴFLDU\�RI�JOREDO�EHVW�SUDFWLFHV��DQG�D�WDUJHW�RI�GHYHORSPHQW��
This volume celebrates a more circular, bi-directional exchange. 
The “Western” English majority Internet is no longer the dominant 
paradigm. Local communities, governments, and companies are 
developing new applications and innovations, embedding local cul-
tures and ideas in governance frameworks, e-commerce, and social 
media, and de-centering online spaces away from the global North. 

7KH�FDVH�VWXGLHV�ZHUH�DFFHSWHG�LQ�������HGLWHG�DFURVV������Ȃ�LQ�
“pandemic time” - and are being published now. Each piece went 
through rigorous editing process, including anonymous peer 
review by senior scholars and practitioners, who helped mentor 
these pieces towards readiness. Due to the longer than expected 
SXEOLVKLQJ�F\FOH��VRPH�RI�WKH�SLHFHV�Ȃ�VXFK�DV�WKRVH�ZKLFK�DVVHVV�
the early responses to COVID-19 by Asian governments, serve as a 
XQLTXH�VQDSVKRW�RI�D�YHU\�SDUWLFXODU�PRPHQW��UDWKHU�WKDQ�D�GHȴQL-
WLYH�RU�XS�WR�GDWH�DQDO\VLV��:H�RSWHG�WR�SUHVHUYH�WKLV�Ȋȵ\�LQ�DPEHUȋ�
characteristic. 
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These works would not see light of day without the support of our 
partners, Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, Singapore. We are grateful 
to Christian Echle, Katharina Naumann and Ming Yin Ho for being 
outstanding collaborators whose investment in the vision for this 
project never wavered. We are also grateful to our editor, Ruchika 
&KDQDQD��DQG�WKH�GHVLJQ�WHDP�DW�\HOORZ�WRR��IRU�VKDSLQJ�WKH�ȴQDO�
outputs. Above all, we thank all of our authors, whose work we are 
proud to share.

We hope you enjoy the rich diversity of this collection, and we invite 
you to dip into “Volume 2: Spaces and Futures” next.

Malavika Jayaram
Executive Director 
Digital Asia Hub


