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SELECTED PARTNERS 
OF THE KONRAD-ADENAUER-STIFTUNG

Generally, the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung works in

 cooperation with a number of local partners. These

partners include legal practitioners (regional human

rights court judges, national constitutional court

 judges, judges presiding at supreme or other courts,

 public prosecutors and lawyers), organs of the judi-

ciary and governmental control organisations (above

all, supreme magistracy offices and judicial councils,

constitutional and supreme courts, ombudsman orga-

nisations and offices of chief public prosecutors), pro-

fessional legal associations (professional associations

of the magistracy, judges and lawyers), employees of

judicial institutions and the administration of justice,

police officers and security service personnel, univer-

sity lecturers (above all, in law faculties and indepen-

dent academic institutes), judicial academies and

 other judicial training facilities, parliamentarians (par-

ticularly members of legal affairs and legislative com-

mittees), members of the government and ministerial

employees (above all, justice and interior ministries),

political parties, functionaries of various integration

associations, employees of non-governmental organi-

sations working in a constitutional sphere, churches,

religious organisations and, last but not least, the

media. The following presents examples of particu -

larly important Rule of Law Programme partners.   

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

The African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights,

Arusha/Tanzania

This court of justice has pan-African jurisdiction and

was established through an additional protocol to the

African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights. Its

primary task lies in strengthening and extending the

protective mandate of the African Commission on

 Human and Peoples’ Rights. However, Burkina Faso is

the only state to formally afford the right for individ -

uals to file actions. Constituted on 25 January 2004

upon ratification of the additional protocol by 15 states

of the African Union, the court is domiciled in Arusha,

Tanzania. A resolution by members of the African Un -

ion dating back to 2004 stipulates the merger of the

court with the African Court of Justice. On 22 January

2006, the Executive Council of the African Union

 elected the court’s eleven judges for a six-year term;

 these judges come from Burundi (President), Mali

(Vice President), Rwanda, Algeria, Lesotho, Libya, Se-

negal, South Africa, Uganda, Ghana and Burkina Faso.
� www.africa-union.org

The Kenyan Section of the International Commission

of Jurists, Nairobi/Kenya

The Kenyan Section of the International Commission 

of Jurists (ICJ Kenya) was founded in 1959. A non-

 governmental and non-profit organisation registered 

in Kenya with members primarily stemming from the

legal profession and the judiciary, the Commission is 

a National Section of the International Commission 

of Jurists headquartered in Geneva. The ICJ Kenya is

 tasked with promoting and protecting the rule of law,

democracy and human rights in Kenya and the East

Africa region.
� www.icj-kenya.org

ASIA

Institute for Strategic and Development Studies

ISDS, Manila/Philippines

The ISDS is the most important security and foreign

affairs consultancy institute in the Philippines. Founded

in 1991, the Institute not only plays a leading role in

the network of ASEAN consultancy institutes, but may

also be regarded as the driving force behind the pro-

tection of human rights in South East Asia. The Insti -

tute is headed by Dr. Herman Kraft. Holding ministerial

rank and currently an advisor to the Philippine Presi-

dent Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, Prof. Dr. Carolina Her-

nandez also serves the institute as its founding presi-

dent.
� www.isdsphilippines.org

Asian Law Institute ASLI, Singapore

The Institute was founded in 2003 by thirteen presti-

gious law faculties in East and South-East Asia to cre -

ate an institutionalised platform for the mutual exchange

of information on the very different legal systems

 within the region. In addition to an annual conference,

the institute also runs a number of academic exchange

programmes for graduates and lecturers. While the

Presidency rotates from faculty to faculty, the day-to-

day business is managed by the director, associate

 professor Gary Bell, a Canadian lecturer of internation al

law at the National University of Singapore.
� http://law.nus.edu.sg/asli
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FORES, Buenos Aires/Argentina

The non-governmental organisation (NGO) Fores was

founded in Buenos Aires over 25 years ago, but works

throughout the whole of Argentina and Latin America.

Indeed, in terms of legal reforms, Fores is the oldest

“think tank” in Argentina. In essence, the central con-

cerns of the NGO focus on strengthening the rule of

law, forming opinions on legal subjects of public in -

terest, ongoing training for judges and lawyers, legal

security and access to justice. As such, Fores con-

ducts studies in these areas to aid improvement of

the judicial system, provides technical support to the

judiciary and its associated institutions and also pro-

vides further training for newly-qualified professio-

nals, judges and judicial officers. In addition, Fores 

is active in public relations, issuing information and

opinions on important legal subjects. Since 2003, the

Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung Rule of Law Programme

has organised various activities in South America 

in conjunction with Fores; of particular note in this

 respect are the workshops for judges in individual

 regions of Argentina and Uruguay that address the

 issues of legal ethics and the relationship between

the judiciary and the media.
� http://www.foresjusticia.org.ar/

Inter-American Court of Human Rights, 

San José/Costa Rica

In the event of human rights violations, the Inter-

American Court of Human Rights domiciled in San

José, Costa Rica, has the authority to call to account

those members states of the American Convention 

on Human Rights that are subject to the jurisdiction

of the Court. In terms of the dispute procedure, indi-

vidual complaints from citizens or non-governmental

organisations must first be lodged with the Inter-

American Commission on Human Rights headquarte-

red in Washington, which initially attempts to effect

an amicable resolution between the alleged victims 

of human rights abuses and the states involved. In

addition, member states may also call upon the Court

to clarify specific questions of interpretation of the

human rights convention. The Rule of Law Program-

me in Latin America has been working with the Court

for a number of years, thereby providing a bridge

between national (constitutional) courts and the In-

ter-American judicial panel. Since 2004, the Court of

Human Rights has also been a regular participant at

the annual meetings of Latin-American constitutional

court judges.
� http://www.corteidh.or.cr/

Center for Asian Legal Exchange CALE, Nagoya/Japan

The Center was founded in 2002 at Nagoya University

to provide academic guidance and support for the wide

variety of consulting programmes in Japan, above all 

in Asian transition countries. In addition to research

work on developing individual legal systems, the Center

 addresses the problems of the transferability of legal

principles and systems within transition processes. 

The current Director is Prof. Dr. Aikyo Masanori, whose

work primarily focuses on legal culture and constitu -

tional law from comparative perspectives. 
� http://cale.nomolog.nagoya-u.ac.jp

German-Chinese Institute of Law, Nanjing/China

The Institute was founded in 1989 as a joint initiative

of the Universities of Göttingen and Nanjing aimed 

at fostering dialogue between the two legal cultures

through cooperation in science, research and legal

practice. Initially, efforts centred on civil and commer-

cial law; however, in recent years activities have been

expanded to encompass public law. The Institute also

boasts the largest German-language law library in the

People’s Republic of China. The Directors are Prof. Dr.

 Christiane Wendehorst (Göttingen) and Prof. Dr. Jian-

dong Shao (Nanjing), while the Chinese Deputy Direc-

tor is former KAS scholarship holder Dr. Xiaomin Fang.
� http://lehrstuhl.jura.uni-goettingen.de/kontakte

LATIN AMERICA

CAJ, Lima/Peru

The Comisión Andina de Juristas is devoted to strength -

 ening the rule of law in the Andean region (Venezuela,

Columbia, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia and Chile), focusing

primarily on human rights and democracy. Providing

consulting for both governmental and non-governmen-

tal organisations by way of educational and informa -

tional initiatives, the CAJ also issues publications on

themes addressed by its work. An additional goal of

the organisation’s activity is to create networks of or-

ganisations working in these fields within the Andean

region that will, in turn, foster improved dissemination

of information on the status of human rights protec -

tion. Amongst the projects that have been implemented

in cooperation with the CAJ over a number of years,

perhaps the most important is the further education

course for professors, lawyers and representatives of

non-governmental organisations in the Andean region

(Curso Regional Andino de Derechos Humanos) wor-

king in the area of human rights protection.
� http://www.cajpe.org.pe
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Center for Democracy and Human Rights (CEDEM),

Podgorica/Montenegro

The Center for Democracy and Human Rights (CEDEM)

was founded on 2 July 1997 as a non-governmental

organisation tasked with boosting awareness and the

significance of successful democratic transition, inves -

tigating and analysing transition processes, support -

ing the transition process in Montenegro, and helping

to strengthen civil society and the democratic process

as a whole. The Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung has been

working with the CEDEM since 2003, and since 2005

in terms of the Rule of Law Programme.
� http://www.cedem.cg.yu

National Institute of Magistracy (INM), Bucha-

rest/Romania

The National Institute of Magistracy (INM) is Roma -

nia’s national educational institute for judges and

 public prosecutors (magistracy), and is a member of

the European Judicial Training Network. The Konrad-

Adenauer-Stiftung has been working with the INM

since 2007.
� http://www.inm-lex.ro

Society for Justice (SoJust), Bucharest/Romania

Society for Justice (SoJust), a Romanian non-govern-

mental organisation, is an association of legal practi-

tioners that joined together in 2005, in particular, for

the purpose of enhancing both the independence of

the judiciary as well as professionalism and integrity

in the exercise of legal professions in Romania. The

central objective is to aid genuine and comprehensive

reform of the legal professions and legal training. To

this end, SoJust prepares reports, studies and draft

legislation that endeavour to improve the judicial sys -

tem in the public interest. In addition, SoJust also

strives to facilitate public debate of legal themes and

promote active civic commitment in relation to the

Romanian judicature. The Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung

has been working with SoJust since 2006.
� http://www.sojust.ro

Instituto de Investigaciones Jurídicas (UNAM), 

Mexico City

One of the most important academic partners of the

Rule of Law Programme in Mexico is the prestigious

legal research institute of the UNAM national univer -

sity in Mexico City. With over 70 full-time academics

working in 15 different areas of law, the Institute is

the largest legal research facility in Latin America,

whose expertise is also in great demand outside

 Mexico. The Rule of Law Programme endeavours to

ensure that political decision-makers utilise this com-

prehensive expertise, whereby, in addition to jointly

organised educational initiatives and publications, 

the services of the experts are repeatedly called upon

in both Mexico and other Latin-American countries. 

The Institute also boasts a virtual library in which

 publications of the Rule of Law Programme are also

held.
� http://www.juridicas.unam.mx/

SOUTH-EAST EUROPE

Bulgarian Lawyers for Human Rights (BLHR), 

Sofia/Bulgaria

The Bulgarian Lawyers for Human Rights Foundation

(BLHR) is a non-profit organisation striving to ensure

the sustained implementation of international stan-

dards of human rights protection in Bulgaria. Founded

in 1993 by five lawyers with various legal focuses,

BLHR is the first facility of its type in Bulgaria and,

 indeed, Central and Eastern Europe. Today, BLHR

works together with over 25 renowned lawyers and

addresses human rights protection issues within the

Bulgarian administration of justice, including, in par -

ticular, aspects of European human rights. Further -

more, BLHR also advises the Bulgarian government

with respect to judicial reform. The foundation has

been working with BLHR since 2007, amongst other

things, on a project to promote administrative courts.
� http://www.blhr.org


