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The effects of climate change are readily apparent in 
Argentina too� In Buenos Aires province in February it 
is no longer unusual for heavy rainfall to cause severe 
flooding. Violent storms have also occurred with incre-
asing frequency in recent years in the coastal region 
of Buenos Aires province and have repeatedly included 
lightning strikes that have killed holiday makers� 

Meanwhile, the interior of the country and the foothills 
of the Andes are suffering from droughts�

Short-term solutions to the effects of these extreme 
weather events are being pursued, such as installing 
lightning rods on the beaches of Buenos Aires� The 
goal of these plans is to reduce the very real hazards 
posed to humans and buildings� However, a long-
term, sustainable strategy for Argentina to face the 
challenges of climate change is lacking� Although the 
country has ratified numerous international environ-
mental agreements such as the CBD, the UNFCCC, the 
UNCCD and the Kyoto Protocol of 2001, it has made 
no concrete commitments to reduce greenhouse emis-
sions, nor is it engaged in any national or bilateral 
programmes in this regard�

The topics of climate change and global warming have 
virtually no resonance in terms of public opinion� The 
major newspapers Clarín and La Nación generally 
only cover these issues when there is a high-profile 
event such as a climate summit, and even then only 
peripherally� Awareness in society as a whole is low, 
and concrete steps and measures remain for the most 
part a secondary activity of local NGOs or personal 
initiatives by individual political figures.

There is a widespread perception in Argentina, as in 
much of the continent, that although the country is 
particularly affected by climate change, it is not one 
of the major contributors� The position adopted by the 
Argentine president, Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner, is 
that developing countries cannot afford to implement 
environmental protection measures at the cost of 
economic growth, and that it is above all the main cul-
prits of climate change, the industrialised nations, that 
must be held accountable� There have been calls for 
the industrialised nations to provide financing for the 
measures required to mitigate the effects of climate 
change� To this end, the 2009 UN Climate Change 
Conference in Copenhagen resolved to establish a 
fund focused on climate change adaptation, into which 
the industrialised nations are to pay US$100 billion 
each year until 2020 to support developing nations 
with projects devoted to adapting to climate change� 
However, Argentina receives practically no money 
from the fund as it has not proposed any projects�

Argentina has yet to come up with a national strategy 
against climate change� Other issues, such as security 
or the economy, are accorded greater importance� 
There is to date no environmental programme worthy 
of the name at the national level� This leaves local 
initiatives against climate change, the achievements 
of which are negligible in light of the global complexity 
of the problem�

One example is the Ciudad Verde programme by the 
government of the city of Buenos Aires� Under this 
programme, the city has begun to launch projects to 
mitigate the capital’s high level of carbon emissions� 
With investments in the public transport system, cycle 
routes and free bicycle rental, the city is seeking to 
make a start in protecting the environment� In addi-
tion, attempts are being made to reduce waste and 
raise awareness of the benefits of sorting rubbish in 
cooperation with citizens and public bodies� However, 
the political motivation behind these projects is prima-

Equipped with 20 turbines, the Yacyretá dam on the Paraná 
River at the border between Paraguay and Argentina supplies 
around a quarter of Argentina’s electricity needs.
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rily to improve individual quality of life, while pursuing 
a sustainable environmental policy remains only a 
secondary goal�

Argentina’s efforts in the field of renewable energy are 
also at a rudimentary stage� Potentially, the country’s 
climate and geography are such that it could cover 
its entire energy needs with clean, renewable energy 
and even export energy to other countries; estimates 
suggest that the country could supply the entire conti-
nent with electricity generated from wind power� With 
the Andes as a water reservoir, extensive areas with 
steady winds and a large amount of sunlight, Argen-
tina boasts excellent conditions for sustainable elec-
tricity production� Especially in terms of wind power 
the country’s potential is enormous – and yet it still 
remains largely untapped� Instead, its energy needs 
are met primarily with gas and oil imports, which 
cost the country US$1�8 billion in 2008� The amounts 
spent on energy are obtained almost exclusively from 
farming exports and associated taxes� This single 
source of financing makes the energy supply highly 
insecure, all the more so given the huge impact of 
climate change on agriculture� The same funds could 
be invested in expanding the renewables sector at 
the national level, thereby reducing future costs and 
promoting innovation. This would be of great benefit – 
not just in economic terms, but in ecological terms as 
well� As electricity is heavily subsidised by the state, 
neither private households nor power companies have 
any incentive to invest in alternative energy sources�

Law no� 26�190 / 2006 promises to bring change� 
Argentina plans to generate eight percent of its elec-
tricity from renewable sources by 2016� The com-
panies involved will receive a premium of 15 pesos 
(around €1�40) per megawatt-hour in addition to 
certain tax benefits. However, state support for rene-
wable energies in Argentina remains below average, 
while protectionist economic policy substantially hin-
ders the international transfer of knowledge required 
for the energy sector to develop in a new direction 
and also dampens investor interest�

Germany is known in Argentina for the trailblazing 
role it has played in energy policy� The country is 
portrayed in the Argentine media as a pioneer of 
renewable energies and energy efficiency. Although 
Germany’s decision to abandon nuclear energy was 
briefly a topic of interest, the government is still pur-
suing nuclear energy by building new reactors� But on 
a fundamental level, there is little awareness of Euro-
pean and German initiatives and policies in the field of 
climate and energy due to a lack of political and social 
debate on such matters�

For various reasons, Argentina is a relatively insigni-
ficant player on the stage of international and multi-
lateral climate policy� One reason for this is that the 
country produces just one percent of global emissions 
(not counting the methane emissions from cattle 
farming)� Economic and demographic developments 
mean that per capita emissions are set to rise� In 
addition, national debate on energy policy and the 
shift to renewables is at a rudimentary stage� This can 
be attributed to a lack of technological resources to 
set such a shift in motion. What is more, the influ-
ence wielded by Argentina in the international scheme 
of things is dwindling, preventing it from playing a 
significant part in multilateral climate discussions. 
Overall, it can be said that little attention is devoted to 
this issue in Argentina. The result is a significant gap 
between the wide-ranging international discourse on 
climate policy and the limited debate that takes place 
within the country�

Nevertheless, there are incentives for Argentina 
to become involved in multilateral discussions and 
global policy formulation� These include in particular 
the effects of climate change, to which the country 
is especially vulnerable� As an agricultural nation, 
fluctuations in crop yields can have far-reaching con-
sequences for the national economy� Even so, there 
is insufficient political will for the country to actively 
participate in the discussion and pursue a collective 
climate and energy policy within the framework of the 
UN bodies� As a result, Argentina’s role appears to be 
that of a free rider on the efforts of other countries to 
forge a global agreement, one that will require con-
cessions from all member states� During the 65th UN 
plenary session on climate change on 24 September 
2010, President Kirchner voiced the following criti-
cism: “It is unjust that developing countries must bear 
the responsibility for the effects of climate change,” 
adding that “It is not fair for developing countries, 
which have hardly been able to improve poverty and 
bridge social gaps through their economic growth, 
to bear the brunt of the environmental liabilities that 
have historically been created by developed nations, 
which have polluted the world for decades�” The 
Argentine government has maintained this defensive 
stance so far, without putting forward any alterna-
tives�


