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TURKEY
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TURKEY: BALANCING ENERGY, CLIMATE AND 

GROWTH TARGETS

Energy policy and energy security

From a government perspective, the Turkish energy 
sector is based on three main pillars – natural gas, 
lignite and hydropower� In the future, it plans to 
source more energy from renewables and nuclear 
power� According to the Ministry for Energy and 
Natural Resources (ETKB), the aim is to use Turkey’s 
own natural resources wherever possible to gene-
rate energy in order reduce Turkey’s dependency on 
foreign energy imports� The ministry states that, as 
the leading regional power, it is Turkey’s top priority 
to source its energy from its own natural resources� 
Turkey has a wealth of renewable resources and plans 
to push ahead with generating electricity from rene-
wables� In order to make greater use of hydro, wind, 
solar and geothermal power, the government has 
created the necessary legal framework and removed 
bureaucratic obstacles� Hydropower and wind energy 
have experienced considerable growth over the last 
few decades� Turkey’s energy policy aims to exploit 
the country’s geostrategic location and transform it 
into a hub and corridor for energy resources�

The Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affair’s Center for Stra-
tegic Research (SAM) views Turkey as a transit state 
for energy resources travelling from the Caucasus, 
the Middle East and central Asia towards Europe�1 Its 
foreign policy strategy is to forge stronger mutual ties 
between states and thus create stability� Geographi-
cally, it views Turkey as the “safest route” for trans-
porting energy resources from East to West and from 
North to South� This situation could help safeguard 
energy security and create peace and stability in 
countries that are rich in natural resources�

From a public perspective, the debate in Turkey on 
energy policy focuses on the country’s “appetite 
for energy” caused by its economic expansion� The 
government’s goal to foster economic growth and 
make the country less dependent on foreign energy 
sources has met with public approval� In 2002 some 
69 percent of national energy requirements were met 

1 |  Cf. Murat Yesiltaş and Ali Balcı, “A Dictionary of Turkish 
Foreign Policy in the AK Party Era: A Conceptual Map”, 
SAM Papers, 07 / 2013, Ankara�

by foreign sources; in 2010 this figure was 73 per-
cent� As this shows, the government has only partly 
managed to achieve its goal� But Turkey has expe-
rienced an economic upturn� It imports 98 percent 
of its natural gas and 92 percent of its crude oil� 
The government would like to make the country less 
dependent on natural gas by producing energy from 
lignite and nuclear power� Some are critical of nuclear 
power because of its potential to cause an environ-
mental disaster� Necdet Pamir writes, for instance, 
that Turkey’s energy policy needs a radical paradigm 
shift,2 pointing out that the country has more than 
enough domestic energy sources, particularly from 
renewable energies� He views nuclear power as a 
risky option and hence not an environmentally friendly 
choice�

Public discourse in Turkey also highlights the country’s 
key role in European energy security� The Ukrainian 
ambassador to Turkey, Sergiy Korsunsky, views Turkey 
and Ukraine as essential partners in the EU’s energy 
policy�3 Furthermore, both countries lie on the route of 
the Caspian natural gas pipeline running from Turkme-
nistan and Azerbaijan to the European Union� Kor-
sunsky believes that the southern corridor via Turkey 
and the modernisation of the Ukrainian transit system 
will make a significant contribution to the future of the 
European project�

From a media perspective, the discourse on energy 
policy generally depends on the political leanings of 
the publication in question� The business newspaper 
Dünya regularly dedicates a page to energy issues� 
Pro-government media mostly focus on the targets, 
measures and successes of state energy policy� The 
newspaper Sabah, for instance, has reported on 
Turkey’s progress in the energy sector�4 claiming that 
Turkish energy policy has been a success at the nati-
onal and international levels and that the country has 
blossomed into a key player in energy policy in the 
Middle East� Publications critical of the government 
like the Cumhuriyet newspaper, on the other hand, 
have covered events such as the Seventh Energy 
Symposium of the Union of Chambers of Turkish Engi-
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25 May 2014, http://sabah�com�tr/Ekonomi/2014/05/25/
turkiye-enerjinin-yeni-lideri [28 July 2014]�

http://sabah.com.tr/Ekonomi/2014/05/25/turkiye-enerjinin-yeni-lideri
http://sabah.com.tr/Ekonomi/2014/05/25/turkiye-enerjinin-yeni-lideri


82

Lake Van in eastern Turkey is the largest lake in the country. 
Its water level is regulated solely by water evaporation.

neers and Architects (TMMOB), which highlighted the 
need for renewable energy resources and a people-
oriented energy policy�5 Some reports also address the 
topic of energy policy – and in particular energy secu-
rity – against the backdrop of the current crises in the 
Middle East� The newspaper Vatan, for instance, has 
featured articles on the crisis in Iraq and its impact 
on crude oil imports�6 According to the paper, Turkish 
Energy Minister Taner Yildiz says that the supply of 
crude oil from northern Iraq will continue uninter-
rupted despite current developments in the country�

Climate change and climate protection

From a government perspective, climate change 
has had a significant impact on Turkey (e. g. water 
shortages and agricultural production)� Turkey signed 
and ratified the Kyoto Protocol, a supplementary 
agreement to the UNFCCC� As a result of its special 
status, Turkey is still not subject to binding emissions 
reduction targets�7 A number of bodies are involved 
in shaping Turkish environmental policy, such as the 
Ministry of Environment and Urbanisation and the 
Ministry of Environment and Forestry� With climate 
protection in mind, the government plans to promote 
and use natural resources to generate energy and 

5 |  “İnsan odaklı enerji politikaları hayata geçirilmeli”, 
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thus minimise the negative impact on the environ-
ment� At the same time, it stresses the fact that 
Turkey’s energy demand is rising� In order to meet 
these energy requirements while taking into account 
the environment, the government has set itself 
targets to coincide with the 100th anniversary of the 
Turkish Republic in 2023� It aims to fully exploit all of 
the country’s natural resources, maximise the use of 
renewable resources, introduce nuclear power as an 
alternative form of energy by 2020 and, lastly, bring 
its power generation system up to EU standards� A 
German-Turkish environmental steering committee 
was set up in 2006 with sessions held alternately in 
Germany and Turkey� It has implemented numerous 
bilateral projects in cooperation with organisations 
such as GIZ and KfW in Germany and the DSI water 
authority and the Association of Cities and Towns in 
Turkey� As Turkey is set to assume presidency of the 
G20 and chair other “G” groups, it will be expected to 
provide impetus for further efforts to achieve coopera-
tion on climate policy initiatives�

From a public perspective, a number of different 
research institutes are dedicated to examining climate 
change and climate protection in Turkey� According 
to the Institute of Strategic Thinking (SDE), Turkey 
has launched many different projects in the sectors of 
energy, waste, transport and forestry�8 It notes that 
Turkey passed the Renewable Energies Act in 2005 
and the Energy Efficiency Act in 2007, and that the 
transport sector has increasingly been using alter-
native and high-quality fuels as well as new vehicles 
fitted with modern technologies. Furthermore, it 
points out that major cities are using rail transport, 
such as metro systems� The Marmaray Project in 
Istanbul, for instance, is expected to cut greenhouse 
gas emissions by 130 tonnes� According to SDE, the 
waste sector has seen an increase in the number 
of waste treatment plants equipped with modern 
systems and, between 2008 and 2012, trees were 
planted on 2�3 million hectares of land as part of 
Turkey’s afforestation programmes� By signing the 
Kyoto Protocol, Turkey essentially committed itself to 
cutting greenhouse gas emissions by 2020� However, 
it was granted a special status that exempts it from 
binding emissions reduction targets�
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From a media perspective, climate anomalies such as 
sinking water levels in dam reservoirs in large cities 
like Istanbul (due to a decline in rainfall) and the 
resulting water shortages have prompted increasing 
debate in the Turkish press about climate change and 
its consequences� The newspaper Vatan, for instance, 
cited climate change as the reason behind the current 
dry weather in Turkey� The media also report on the 
occasional protest by civil society groups, such as 
demonstrations against the construction of hydro-
power plants and the resulting damage to the local 
environment� There appears to be a growing public 
awareness of climate change� The Turkish media 
are also showing an interest in international climate 
summits such as the UN Climate Change Conference 
in Warsaw� Their views on the Turkish government’s 
progress in tackling climate change vary depending 
on their political leanings� Under the motto “Turkey, 
bottom of the climate class”, the opposition paper 
Cumhuriyet criticised the fact that Turkey ranked only 
54th out of 58 countries when it came to improving 
climate policy� The Gezi park protests have had an 
important impact on coverage of climate change and 
climate protection in Turkey� The media have since 
given wider coverage to stories about grassroots 
protests against government building programmes in 
natural areas� The liberal paper Taraf, for instance, 
has reported on local protests against the construction 
of a mine in the Tekirdag province� Ultimately, how-
ever, climate change and climate protection have yet 
to become major topics in the Turkish media�


