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The Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung is a political founda-
tion with activities throughout Germany thanks to 18 
civic education forums and regional offices providing 
civic education. Some 100 offices abroad manage pro- 
jects in more than 120 countries. Our headquarters 
are split between Sankt Augustin near Bonn and Ber-
lin.

Konrad Adenauer and his principles define our guide- 
lines, our duty and our mission. The foundation has 
carried the name of the Federal Republic of Germany’s 
first chancellor since 1964. It grew out of the society 
for Christian-Democratic Civic Education, founded in 
1955.

Both at home and abroad we use civic education to 
promote freedom, peace and justice. Our most im-
portant goals are strengthening democracy, further-
ing European unification, improving transatlantic  
relations and increasing development cooperation. 
Current and well-researched analyses form the basis 
of our political activities. The Academy in Berlin is 
our forum for dialogue on issues shaping our future 
– from politics and the economy to religion, society 
and science.

At conferences and congresses we bring together 
people who have something to say. In Germany 
alone, about 145,000 people attend the 2,500 

events that are held every year. We provide mate- 
rial and non-material support to gifted young peo-
ple, not only from Germany but also from central 
and eastern Europe as well as developing countries.

We also keep in close touch with our alumni, whose 
number by now has risen to more than 13,500. 

Exhibits, readings and awards complete our program- 
me. We support young artists and we honour au-
thors with our prestigious Literary Award every year. 
We have awarded a prize for local journalism since 
1980. Young journalists are promoted in a special 
programme. The Social Market Economy prize has 
recognised since 2002 distinguished personalities 
who have supported and encouraged the develop-
ment of the Social Market Econ omy. Since 2001,  
our DenkT@g competition has given out an biennial 
prize to websites in which young people confront is-
sues surrounding the Holocaust and Nazi dictator-
ship, right-wing extremism, xenophobia, intolerance 
and violence.

The Archives of Christian Democratic Politics research 
and explore the history of Christian Democracy in Ger- 
many and Europe. Users have access to a compre-
hensive body of documents, state-of-the-art media 
and a specialised library with some 200,000 titles 
focused on history and politics.

ABOUT US
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THE KONRAD-ADENAUER-STIFTUNG IN 2016

DIGITAL

8.958
Twitter

followers 

40.841
Facebook

fans 

13.9 Mio.
Homepage

views

6.1 Mio.
Visitors to 
www.kas.de

95
Interviews 

by employees 

47 

radio

12 

television
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THE KONRAD-ADENAUER-STIFTUNG IN 2016

STAFF

547

Friends of the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung

1.569

staff abroad

87
local staff abroad 

525
trainees abroad

11

299

56

192

Berlin

Sankt Augustin

Civic Education Forums

337 women

210 men

average age

45.27

average period of employ-
ment with the Stiftung

11.36
(in years)
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OUR 2016 LAUREATES

German Local Journalism Prize

The project “Outpatient Surgery. How Satisfied Pa-
tients are in Saxony” won the 2015 prize. For the 
first time, the jury honoured a joint project by three 
regional newspapers who beat some 500 competi-
tors. The “Freie Presse/Sächsische Zeitung/Leipziger 
Volkszeitung” had carried out the most comprehen-
sive survey so far on patient satisfaction with outpa-
tient surgery. To guarantee impartiality and credibili-
ty, the papers turned down advertising. The chairman 
of the foundation, Hans-Gert Pöttering, called the 
project an “impressive joint effort” at a ceremony  
in Chemnitz in October 2016

		www.kas.de/lokaljournalistenpreis

DenkT@g

The president of the German Bundestag and patron 
of the DenkT@g competition, Professor Norbert 
Lammert, was in attendance when the Konrad- 
Adenauer-Stiftung recognised the winners of its 
ninth annual DenkT@g competition. More than  
50 groups from across Germany took part in the 
competition for young people with creative and 
multi-media projects on for example the Third  
Reich or xenophobia; 13 of them were invited  
to the finals in Berlin. First prize went to Paul  
Hartmann and Felix Wolf. Their website “Karl’s  
Eschwege” describes a fictional walk by a Jewish  
citizen around the town of Eschwege during the 
1930’s. 

		www.kas.de/denktag

Social Market Economy Prize 

Brigitte Vöster-Alber was awarded the Social Market 
Economy Prize in the Paulskirche in Frankfurt in Oc-
tober. The managing director of GEZE in Leonberg 
was recognised for her company’s entrepreneurial 
innovativeness and creativity, as well as substantial 
personal and social responsibility. The fifth-genera-
tion family-run business produces state of the art 
technology for the global market. Professor Dirk Zu-
pancic, an adjunct professor for business strategy, 
and Nicole Hoffmeister-Kraut, the economic affairs, 
labour and housing minister for the state of Baden-
Württemberg, paid tribute to Ms. Vöster-Alber in 
their laudatory speeches.

		www.kas.de/preis-soziale-marktwirtschaft

Literary Award

Michael Kleeberg received our Literary Award in Wei-
mar in June. The jury hailed his writing for its “ele-
gant as well as powerful portrayal of contemporary 
society.” Laudatory speaker Jürgen Flimm, the artistic 
director of the Staatsoper Berlin, called Kleeberg’s 
novels extraordinary because they address the politi-
cal and social circumstances in Europe in a serious 
yet humorous manner. In his acceptance speech, the 
author spoke about the challenges and opportunities 
in the world of literature, and warned against the in-
strumentalisation of the arts.

		www.kas.de/literaturpreis


