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Junaid K. Ahmad, Regional Team Leader, Water and Sanitation Programme, South Asia, said that the World Economic Forum is focusing on cities because these are the economic nodes of nations. There is a huge potential for the private sector to develop cities and cities are important for social stability. The models of city governance include a metropolitan government, a metropolitan government with economic decentralization and a metropolitan government with political destabilization.

Prem Govender, Director, Contract Management Unit, Johannesburg, South Africa, spoke about the successful restructuring of Johannesburg that had been triggered by the financial crisis in the city.

Sheila Dikshit, Chief Minister, Government of the National Capital Territory of Delhi, India, said that the city has a complex administrative structure and the city’s utilities are administered by a multiplicity of agencies including the central government, state government, two municipal bodies and a cantonment. She said the city has a complex land-owning organization, where one department of the central government sanctions land and another department approves the construction plan.

The Chief Minister said Delhi is one of the fastest growing cities in the world and there is a constant influx of people into the city. The city’s population grew from 1 million in 1947 to its current level of 13 to 14 million and about 1 million commute into the city to work and go home in the evening to surrounding cities. The city is socially, politically and administratively complex and providing civic governance is a challenging task. Moreover, unlike other cities, it has a large rural population.

Dikshit said that while there are three civic bodies in the city, 97% of Delhi was administered by one local body -- the Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD). The Delhi government is trying to break up the MCD into several smaller bodies on the lines of the boroughs of London with more political accountability.

Dikshit said that Delhi does not have planned housing for the poor and the lower middle class. The city needs 1 million houses, out of which only 250,000 houses have been built.

For the last thirty years, the concept of a National Capital Territory comprising areas from neighbouring states has been mooted but the concept has still not taken off. 

Rakesh Mohan, Adviser to the Indian Finance Minister, spoke about the need for cities such as Delhi to finance themselves by levying user charges on power, transportation, water, etc. and by amending outdated procedures and laws such as property laws.

