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Know your past – shape your future

the Academy is the forum and venue of the konrad-Adenauer-stiftung (kAs) in germany’s capital 
Berlin. it takes on fundamental and topical political issues, promoting debates on issues concerning 
the future and discussions that confront contemporary history. it also provides a range of opportuni-
ties for dialogue between politics, science, economy and society.

the four central themes of the foundation – the future of the mass political parties, integration and 
social cohesion, the social market economy and sustainable growth, and the future of europe – 
were reflected in the content of both the one-off events and the established programme series of 
the Academy.

in addition to major events such as the day of the kAs, the second state of europe speech and the 
kAs youth Congress, the Academy’s profile in 2011 was characterised in particular by programmatic 
events such as the ZukunftsBlicke (Perspectives Beyond the ordinary), the readings in the Academy, 
the Berlin Neighbourhood Debates as well as the comprehensive project to mark the 50th anniver-
sary of the erection of the Berlin wall.

the Academy took on current events such as the “Arabellion” – a reference to the Arab spring – in 
lecture and discussion evenings. the situation in tunisia was dealt with in a performance of the play 
“Amnesia” by the tunisian director fadhel jaibi. it anticipated current events which were discussed 
by jaibi and others experts.

there was also a scintillating discussion evening on the theme of citizens taking political responsibili-
ty where the former prime minister of the states of rhineland-Palatinate and thuringia and honorary 
chairman of the kAs, Professor Bernhard vogel, and the former gdr civil rights activist, national 
commissioner for the stasi archives joachim gauck, who was elected german President in march 
2012, debated civic engagement and its importance for social cohesion as well as the credibility and 
grounding in values that are needed in politics. three young representatives from the church, busi-
ness, and civil society joined the debate. the evening was held as a tribute to the politician and 
democrat hanna-renate laurien who died in 2010.

for the project Stadtgespräch Berlin (Berlin City talks) which the Academy had a major role in initi-
ating and supporting, prominent figures came together from various spheres to strengthen the civil 
discourse on important issues concerning Berlin’s future. their desire has always been to motivate 
citizens to actively participate in selected projects for the good of their city. overall, 65 individual ini-
tiatives in various neighbourhoods and districts participated in a city-wide day of action on the issues 
of Berlin’s quality of life, image and hospitality in 2011.  

“ZukunftsBliCke” (PersPeCtives Beyond the ordinAry) 

Following on from 2010, the Academy continued with the key topic of education focussing on the 
question of why Bavaria, saxony and other german states continue to be ranked far above Berlin on 
the oeCd’s PisA educational assessment scale. in the view of the panel, the key to Bavaria’s suc-
cess story was, above all else, centrally set exams, strict supervision of schools, evaluation and 
analysis of the quality of teaching, continuous further training for teachers as well as supporting 
teachers’ abilities to diagnose pupils’ educational difficulties. At another event, Lloyd McKell, who 
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In March 2011 the KAS 
commemorated Hanna-

Renate Laurien, the former 
president of the Berlin state 
parliament and co-founder 
of the association “Against 
Oblivion – For Democracy” 
with an evening of discus-

sion and debate. 
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take you to further and  

primarily German-language 
information from the  

Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung.
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spent several decades working for the toronto district school Board, discussed the successful model 
of integration through education in use there with state minister Professor maria Böhmer, who 
underlined its model character for germany.

in the second half of the year, the ZukunftsBlicke concentrated at the topic of mobility. experts 
from germany and abroad discussed how an integrated timetable with synchronised services at 
regular intervals and a timetable-based infrastructure plan for a more efficient rail system can sig-
nificantly help easing traffic congestion. 

“AkAdemielesungen” (reAdings in the ACAdemy)

The winner of the KAS Literary Award in 1996, Günter de Bruyn, opened the 2011 series of readings 
in the Academy to a full house with an introduction to his new book “die Zeit der schweren not. 
Schicksale aus dem Kulturleben Berlins 1807-1815” (A time of Hardship. Stories from Berlin’s Cultur-
al Life 1807-1815). Taking the examples of the poets Heinrich von Kleist and Adelbert von Chamisso, 
the Prussian military theorist and commander Carl von Clausewitz and other important figures of the 
period, he describes the years following Napoleon’s victory over Prussia, which were a time of diffi-
culty and crisis but also heralded the modern era and ushered in an extremely flourishing cultural 
period. 

he was followed by the swiss Peter stamm, and the Austrians josef winkler and josef haslinger, 
who were the first ever foreign writers to participate in these readings of current works.

Berlin As metroPolis

the opportunities and risks associated with the development of urban areas cannot be better  
illustrated in germany than in its capital. the Metropole Berlin series of events provides a forum to 
participants in modern urban planning where planners and architects, “neighbourhood managers” 
and urban developers come together to debate strategies to deal with the challenges that face 
them. In 2011, the opening event focussed on the question of the development potential and sce-
narios for the city centre districts, Berlin’s Kieze or neighbourhoods, and other boroughs located 
inside the central area bounded by the circle line of Berlin’s s-Bahn suburban railway. At this event, 
it was shown how economic dynamism, climate protection and efficient use of resources can go hand 
in hand with an improvement in housing conditions and general quality of life, with a strengthening 
of stable social ties and improving of disadvantaged city neighbourhoods. 

the starting point of the second event was the consensus that Berlin continues to lack a vision. 
intensive, effective involvement of the citizens could, however, contribute to the development of a 
new vision for the city as a whole. while initiatives and politicians consider the cooperation within 
certain individual districts to often be positive, there is an overarching need to improve the generally 
slow pace of cooperation across district boundaries and with the city’s central administration.

the kAs young ACAdemy

the Academy managed to increase its appeal to younger generations by offering particular topics and 
event formats such as Jugendpolitiktage (youth Politics days) or role plays or simulation exercises.

Because young people are more attracted to tackling political topics through practical and artistic 
work than through talks and discussions, an artistic-aesthetic approach was chosen for the youth 
politics day “integration in Berlin”, for example. sixty school students examined this topic in six 
work groups (writing workshop, film, art, comic, dance, and poetry slam). They introduced their own 
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At a sold-out event in 
the forum of the KAS 
Academy in February 

2011, Günter de Bruyn 
presented his new book.
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experiences and ideas, and entered into a lively debate. the results could be seen as well as heard. 
the pieces from the writing workshop appeared across a whole page of the newspaper Berliner 
Zeitung.

250 young people from Berlin and other German states examined the issue of international terror-
ism and the associated security policy issues at the BERMUN (Berlin Model United Nations) 2011 
conference where they simulated the work of un bodies in an authentic manner. 

In the autumn, fifteen teams from German universities competed in the national finals of the eXist-
prime Cup held at the Academy. After a hundred local and regional preliminary rounds this was the 
deciding stage to find the German management and entrepreneurial team of the year for 2011.

the importance of language for the integration of young people with an immigrant background was 
underlined by a project day inspired by a famous advertising slogan rearranged to carry the title 
“lebst du schon oder schweigst du noch? – warum sprache mehr ist als grammatik und voka-
bellernen” (“Are you Already Alive or do you still have nothing to say? why there is more to lan-
guage than learning vocabulary and grammar“). the collaboration with various Berlin secondary 
schools where experts gave talks on a great variety of topics and had lively discussions with pupils 
was continued in 2011.

ContemPorAry history

groups from all over germany with several hundred participants in total took part in the 2010 
DenkT@g (Day of Reflection) competition. the jury selected twelve of the projects and those were 
recognised at an event at the Academy in January 2011 in the presence of Professor Norbert  
lammert, president of the Bundestag and patron of the project. in their contributions, all partici-
pants had looked into ways to confront the history of nazi dictatorship and the holocaust as well 
as address the new recurrences and challenges posed by right-wing extremism, xenophobia and 
anti-semitism. 

shortly thereafter, the renowned historian saul friedländer presented the new edition of his much-
discussed book about Pius Xii and the third reich.

Civic education also took place in historic locations. in june, klaus von dohnanyi and rainer eppel-
mann joined 180 students from Berlin to compare National Socialism and the repressive East ger-
man regime as well as forms of resistance against both dictatorships in the Berlin courtroom where 
judge Roland Freisler had sentenced many resistance fighters after August 1944. Both witnesses to 
history called for vigilance and moral courage in the fight for liberty, justice and human dignity, 
within democratic societies as well. 

“legacy and responsibility” – that was the title of an evening organised in cooperation with the 
Canisius-kolleg high school in november in the maria regina martyrum church in Berlin. it featured 
reading of excerpts from the last letters of freya und helmuth james graf von moltke and a piano 
recital by the internationally well-known pianist veronica jochum von moltke.

The historical film series of the Academy presents documentaries and feature films on contemporary 
topics while offering in-depth discussions of those with the participation of witnesses to history and 
experts. In 2011 the series focused on Stalinist terror in East Germany (Die Waldheimprozesse, on the 
Waldheim trials of 1952), the consequences of political detention in East Germany (Jeder schweigt 
von etwas anderem – Last to Know) and the persecution of intellectuals critical of the Ceauşescu 
regime in romania (An den Rand geschrieben. Schriftsteller im Fadenkreuz der Securitate).
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The winners of the 
DenkT@g (TH!NK@Day) 

competition 2010.
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the role of intellectuals – artists, journalists and academics – during last century’s totalitarian 
regimes in germany and their widespread support of the systems was the topic of discussion of the 
4th hohenschönhausen forum. 

over the course of the year, book presentations by ulrich schacht (Vereister Sommer – on his 
search for his russian father), roman grafe (Die Schuld der Mitläufer) and heike otto (Beim Leben 
meiner Enkel) also offered an authentic and enlightening perspective on the east german regime 
and the many facets of socialist repression. 

Multiple aspects of German history, politics and culture during the latter half of the 20th century were 
evoked when former Bavarian education minister Professor hans maier presented his autobiography 
Böse Jahre – Gute Jahre in october.

project “fifty years since the BuilDing of the wall”

During an event organised in collaboration with the Hanns-Seidel-Stiftung, writer Durs Grünbein, 
film director Freya Klier and political scientists Professor Beate Neuss and Professor Klaus Schroeder 
debated the construction of the Berlin wall as a symbol of repression and failure and its geopolitical 
importance. A fascinating panel discussion with hasso herschel, who had helped people escape from 
east germany, along with former east german refugees doris and Peter strelzyk as well as the 
brothers egbert und ingo Bethke focused on the courage and creativity people needed to success-
fully cross the wall and its death strip. Burkhart veigel, one of the most successful border crossing 
helpers in the 1960s presented his new book Wege durch die Mauer (ways through the wall).

during a special event for young people, two school groups participated in a guided bike tour along 
the traces of the wall. in a role play, another group experienced a course in local studies as taught 
in technical colleges of east germany; it was an opportunity to learn about earlier teaching methods 
and educational goals but also the perfidious mechanisms of a dictatorship. At the end, Freya Klier 
read from her book on michael gartenschläger who had fallen into a trap and was shot by a special 
Stasi commando in 1976 when he tried to expose the East German regime by dismantling spring-
gun mines. 

the multi-faceted conference “divided sky – divided Country,” organised in collaboration with the 
Autorenkreis der Bundesrepublik (an independent writers’ group) and the association Deutsche 
Gesellschaft, focused on the perspective of writers from east and west on the wall and forced 
separation.

To commemorate the events of 13 August 1961, a gigantic banner inscribed with the words 
“Construction of the wall – symbol of failure and repression” in german and displaying a photo of 
what happened that day was hung in August from the facade of the Academy.

eXhiBitions

extraordinary views and depressing insights were what was on offer at the exhibit Grenzfälle  
(Border incidents) organised at the Academy before the summer break. it showed ninety photos of 
the inner german border and the Berlin wall taken by six photographers at the beginning of the 
1990s to preserve the memory of the disappearance of the border fortification.

the stirring and thought-provoking photo exhibit “ich krieg dich – Children Affected by war,” on 
show at the Academy in the autumn, aimed  to immerse the viewer in the situation of children in 
war situations through real stories and specific themes. The goal was first and foremost to stir 
empathy for such suffering and push people to action.
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One of the books the KAS 
published on the construc-

tion of the wall was “Ultima 
Ratio: 13 August 1961” 
(Ultima Ratio: Der 13. 

August 1961) by Gerhard 
Sälter and Manfred Wilke .
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DER MAUERBAU, DIE BLOCKKONFRONTATION

UND DIE GESELLSCHAFT DER DDR

GERHARD SÄLTER | MANFRED WILKE

ULTIMA RATIO:
DER 13. AUGUST 1961
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neighBourhood disCussions in Berlin

In 2011, diverse neighbourhood discussions focused on such topics as internal security, education 
and integration. during the discussion in lichtenberg on “leftist violence – Berlin After the events of 
1 May,” frank henkel, president of the parliamentary group of the Berlin Cdu and regional party 
president, regretted the absence of a clear message by the regional government about the violence 
that day and called for a condemnation of violence by society as a whole.

discussing security, order and cleanliness issues in the context of the Biesdorf Castle Conference 
series, rainer wendt, president of the german police union, stressed that all Berlin residents had the 
right to a clean, secure and orderly city. the question of security in public transportation was the 
focus of the friedrichshain-kreuzberg discussion in june. during an evening of presentations and 
debates, a discussion in Pankow addressed a more stable and sustainable education policy for Berlin.

in steglitz-Zehlendorf, former state minister Armin laschet talked about integration and social cohe-
sion and debated the issue with lawyer Burkard dregger, who wrote a well-regarded position paper 
of the Cdu party in Berlin on integration. in the fall, karsten grabow, coordinator for political analy-
sis and party research at the kAs, considered the question of “what is a mass Party today and 
tomorrow?” 

CiviC eduCAtion offiCe in Berlin

In 2011, the Civic Education Office organised a series of debates to explore the concept of trust and 
how it relates to the fundamentals of democracy, as well as the question of the future and develop-
ment of europe. 

“time management and work-life Balance for Parents” was the title of a successful seminar for 
families where childcare was available. the seminar analysed the complex challenges confronting 
parents today and offered tips on how to best deal with them.

the new series of after-work seminars targets young professionals who have strong social or politi-
cal interests and offers them the possibility to work on developing both professional and personal 
skills after work.

In addition, the Civic Education Office helped the participants of 38 seminars from all over Germany 
gain insights into german politics and the history of the capital. the conference organised for the 
50th anniversary of the construction of the wall was of particular interest thanks to discussions with 
border crossing helpers, the visit to memorials of the Berlin wall, a tour where the wall used to stand 
and lectures on the separation of the city.

Picture Credits:
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Participants in the family semi-
nar “Time Management and 

Work-Life-Balance for Parents”, 
which took place in September 

2011 in Boitzenburg Castle.
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