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General Election Special 
 

 
 
Third Special Edition on the General Election: Voting irregularities, political 

negotiations, mass demonstrations and a violent outbreak. 

 
Despite pre-election irregularities, none of the Cambodian National Rescue Party (CNRP) 

complaints submitted to the Constitutional Council resulted in any change of election result. 

The National Election Committee (NEC) formally confirmed the ruling Cambodian People’s 

Party victory on September 8th, seven weeks after the general election on July 28th, 

announcing that the results cannot be further investigated. The CNRP responded with the 

threat of boycotting their attendance of the National Assembly’s first Session and promised 

its  supporters  continued  peaceful  mass  demonstrations  in  the  Freedom  Park  from 

September 15th-17th. Furthermore, on September 11th, the CNRP filed a case against NEC 

president Im Suosdey and two other high-ranking NEC officials stating they had evidence 

that the accused falsified documents relating to the election result. The U.S. State 

Department is also calling for a transparent review while the Delegation of the EU to 

Cambodia expressed concern about key election “shortcomings”. It is evident that some 

level of compromise and cooperation must be achieved between the two leading parties if 

this political deadlock is  to  be  resolved prior to  the  opening session of  the  National 

Assembly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PM Hun Sen speaks with opposition CNRP President Sam Rainsy 
 
 
The CPP has promised “deep” reforms ensuing a new era where the people of Cambodia are 

voicing their opinions, vying for change and demanding improvement. CPP Parliament seats 

fell from 90 out of a possible 123 in 2008, to just 68 this election, forcing the party to 

overhaul its list of aged lawmakers. Meanwhile, the merged SRP and HRP increased their 

combined 2008 allocation of 29 seats to a substantial 55 for the CNRP in this year’s election. 

The planned three-day-and-night ‘sleep-in’ rally which commenced on the 15th is cause for 
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concern as several explosive devices have been found planted in Freedom Park (14th 

September), near the National Assembly and Wat Phnom (both 13th September), while a 

defunct hand grenade was also recovered in close proximity to the pagoda where Sam 

Rainsy was making a speech (12th September). The preliminary police investigation into the 

incendiary devices speculated “that the planting was intended to destabilise society and 

security”. 

 
Following his return from Beijing, where he was receiving “routine” medical care for the past 

month, King Norodom Sihamoni invited PM Hun Sen and Sam Rainsy to a meeting on 

Saturday 14th September with the hope of resolving the unrelenting political dilemma 

preceding the opening ceremony of the National Assembly which may start as early as 23rd 

of September. The Royal Palace meeting, which lasted a brief 23 minutes, involved each 

participant reading out a prepared statement. The King read out power-sharing suggestions 

for the National Assembly, while PM Hun Sen stated that the NEC decision should be 

respected. On behalf of CNRP, Sam Rainsy stressed their demands for an impartial 

investigation into election irregularities, a new national voter registry and its own television 

station to balance the current pro-government media broadcasting. According to a CNRP 

spokesperson, the aforementioned demands must be met prior to the commencement of 

the National Assembly, solidified in the rejection of the parliament invitation by all 55 CNRP 

lawmakers; they have requested that the King postpones the first Assembly meeting. 

 
The atmosphere in Phnom Penh has noticeably changed, with both the riot police and army 

making their presence known with razor wire road blockages spreading throughout the city, 

mainly obstructing local businesses and civilians trying to get to and from work. Sunday 

evening (September 15th) saw the peaceful demonstrations expand further afield from 

Freedom Park to Sisowath Quay, regrettably turning violent as a small group of protestors 

threw shoes and stones before tearing down blockages, toppling them into the Tonle Sap 

river. Police and Military reaction included smoke bombs, water canons, and several rounds 

of AK-47 bullets being fired. Thus far, the violence has resulted in the death of a 29-year- 

old man, named Mao Sok Meth, who was shot dead on the Kbal Thnal overpass. Four others 

have been seriously injured and are currently being treated in Hospital with bullet wounds. 

CNRP President Sam Rainsy urged people to return to Freedom Park and continue to 

demonstrate in a peaceful manner. 

 
The two party leaders along with six advisors from each side met again on Monday 16th 

September for approximately five hours to discuss power-sharing following the protest 

clashes between civilians and armed forces the previous night (see photograph on page 1). 

The Cambodian Centre for Human Rights posted on their facebook page today the results of 

the agreement. Both parties agreed to fully respect the king’s message to demonstrators 

and the police to address the situation in a calm and non-violent manner, to create the 

necessary mechanism to reform the election process and committee in the future and to 

continue the negotiations of both parties in addressing the national situation. A consecutive 

three hour meeting between Hun Sen and Sam Rainsy took place on Tuesday 17th 

September in which both party representatives said they had agreed on some points, 

however, the public has not yet been enlightened of any further achievements. The CNRP 

rally ended peacefully that same day, with the promise of additional demonstrations should 

the CPP fail to compromise and reach consensus with the CNRP. 

http://www.kas.de/
http://www.kas.de/kambodscha/en


 

Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung e. V. 3 

 
NEWSLETTE R 

KAS  

CAMBOD IA  OFFI CE  

46 T H   ED ITION  

September 2013 

Gráinne Ryan 

www.kas.de 

www.kas.de/kambodscha/en 

Photo Source: 
 
 
Cambodian Opposition Rallies for Second Day after Protest Death 

http://uk.reuters.com/article/2013/09/16/uk-cambodia-politics-idUKBRE98F01G20130916 

 
Further reading: 

 
Constitutional Council Rejects Most CNRP Election Complaints 
http://www.cambodiadaily.com/elections/constitutional-council-rejects-most-cnrp-election-complaints- 
41639/ 

 
Buddhist Monks Suffer Blows for Planning to Attend CNRP Rally 
http://www.cambodiadaily.com/elections/buddhist-monks-suffer-blows-for-planning-to-attend-cnrp-rally- 
41911/ 

 
Peace Reigns at Opposition’s Day of Prayer and Protest http://www.cambodiadaily.com/elections/peace- 
reigns-at-oppositions-day-of-prayer-and-protest-41905/ 

 
Fresh Faces on CPP’s Shortened List of Lawmakers http://www.cambodiadaily.com/elections/fresh-faces- 
on-cpps-shortened-list-of-lawmakers-41902/ 

 
CPP Victory Ratified, CNRP Promises More Protests http://www.cambodiadaily.com/elections/cpp-victory- 
ratified-cnrp-promises-more-protests-41898/ 

 
King Sets Date for First Session of Parliament http://www.cambodiadaily.com/elections/king-sets-date- 
for-first-session-of-parliament-41984/ 

 
US Continues Call for Investigation into Election Irregularities 
http://www.cambodiadaily.com/elections/us-continues-call-for-investigation-into- 
election%E2%80%88irregularities-42124/ 

 
Catherine Ashton on the Elections in Cambodia 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/EN/foraff/138437.pdf 

 
Greeting, No Meeting http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/greeting-no-meeting 

 
King Calls PM, Rainsy to Saturday Meeting http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/king-calls-pm- 
rainsy-saturday-meeting 

 
NGO’s Defend Right to Aid Rally http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/ngos-defend-right-aid-rally 

 
Dissent Denied: Council http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/dissent-denied-council 

 
Explosive Device Found near National Assembly http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/explosive- 
devices-found-national-assembly-freedom-park 

 
Protest Takes Dark Turn http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/protest-takes-dark-turn 

 
CPP CNRP Leadership Face Off http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/cpp-cnrp-leadership-face 

 
Tense Atmosphere in the Capital http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/tense-atmosphere-capital 

 
No Bomb Suspects yet, say Police http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/no-bomb-suspects-yet- 
police 

 
Smoke Grenades Fired at Protesters http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/smoke-grenades-fired- 
protesters 

 
Baby Steps at Palace Meeting http://www.phnompenhpost.com/national/baby-steps-palace-meeting 

 
One Dead Several Injured as CNRP Supporters - Police Clash 
http://www.cambodiadaily.com/elections/one-dead-several-injured-as-cnrp-supporters-police-clash- 
42373/ 
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CNRP Demands TV Station, NEC Reform, New Voter Registry 
http://www.cambodiadaily.com/elections/cnrp-demands-tv-station-nec-reform-new-voter-registry- 
42381/ 

 
Cambodian TV Fails to Cover CNRP Protests http://www.cambodiadaily.com/elections/cambodian-tv-fails- 
to-cover-cnrp-protests-42377/ 

 
Hun Sen, Sam Rainsy Make No Breakthrough in Talks to End Poll Dispute 
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/cambodia/palace-09142013132145.html 

 
CPP - CNRP Will Meet Monday to Discuss Election Impasse http://www.cambodiadaily.com/elections/cpp- 
cnrp-will-meet-monday-to-discuss-election-impasse-42336/ 
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