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fieLd of aCtion: demoCraCy, ruLe of Law and CiviL SoCiety 

PreSenTaTion by cPa

KaS and Cpa entered into a collaboration because 

they both shared the opinion that a strong sense 

of communal tradition in timor-Leste does not 

 necessarily prevent the emergence of a democratic 

system in the country (a widely-held assumption 

after timor-Leste became independent). Both organi-

zations were keen to explore the opportunities for 

introducing democracy and the rule of law as a com-

plement to the strong patriarchic culture guarded 

by a few elites that had characterized Timor-Leste 

in the early days of independence. 

the attention with its partners was also caught 

by the question of whether the formal judiciary 

 system would be able to incorporate customary law 

in dispute resolution. Clearly, both organizations are 

aiming to promote democratization and the rule of law 

in timor-Leste by eliciting discussions on culture and 

democratization. KaS and Cpa are keen to expand 

public debate with the idea that democracy is not a 

threat to timorese traditions and values. to do this, 

Cpa produced a 30-minute television  program that 

ran every week on the national television network 

(tvtL). initially, the series entitled ‘istória ba futuru’ 

told the stories of folk legends as well as historical 

events that have shaped timor-Leste as a nation. 

 Later the series on ‘povu nia mateneK’ (wisdom of 

people) explored various issues of social, economic 

and political development that are being grappled 

with by the people and the country as a whole.

at present Cpa produces ‘dalan Ba futuru’, (road to 

the Future), profi ling each district of Timor Leste. In 

general, the series discusses the challenges of bring-

ing democracy to traditional communities. 

it aims to initiate discussion on whether existing tra-

ditional structures and rituals hamper or strengthen 

the democratization process and how the marginal-

ized and the youth can participate in the development 

process of the country. the target group of these 

activities is large and geared toward the wider public 

as 50 percent of timorese have access to tv. addi-

tionally, the documentaries are regularly shown to all 

community members, who watch the video at public 

screenings organized by CPA and its partners. 

A member of CPA fi lms for a documentary on communal 
 traditions within a democratic system. 

CPA is a non-profi t organization under the 

Society of Jesus Foundation and was estab-

lished in 2002 by Fr. Ruedy Hofman, SJ against 

the backdrop of Timor-Leste’s newly-gained 

independence. After decades of violence, con-

fl ict and underdevelopment the country was 

fi nally granted independence. CPA was born 

with the objective of helping to build Timorese 

national identity and thereby lift it out of hun-

dreds of years of foreign rule . The methodology 

to achieve this ambitious aim was to be found 

in storytelling as a way of creating hope and 

resolving internal social confl icts. CPA has cre-

ated a range of public service announcements, 

TV features, documentaries, short dramas, 

music videos and comic books, and it also 

offers print design and other multimedia 

 services. The non-profi t organization is staffed 

by local talent – producers, camera operators, 

editors, animators and graphic artists. 
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reCent puBLiCationS inCLude:

n Kajian Lembaga Penegak Hukum 

di Indonesia, 

by Rachmad  Maulana Firmansyah, 

et. al. (2012) 

n Catatan Kinerja DPR 2011; 

 Legislasi: Aspirasi atau Transaksi, 

by Fajri Nursyamsi, Anfi dja Mauli 

Pulungan, et. al. (2012)

n Perempuan, Partai Politik & Par-

lemen: Studi Kinerja Anggota Leg-

islatif Perempuan di Tingkat Lokal, 

edited by Sarah Nuraini Siregar 

(2012)

n Islam in the Public Sphere: the 

Politics of Identity 

& the Future of Democracy in Indo-

nesia, edited by Winfried Weck, 

Noorhaidi Hasan and Irfan Abuba-

kar (2011)

recenT PublicaTionS

A D I L A N

H U K U M .>

PSHK

KaS indonesia and timor-Leste has edited and published more than hundred books 

in joint cooperation with its partners. a full list of all publications can be obtained from 

KaS indonesia and timor-Leste. 
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