


























A Ugandan farmer
who hopes for
government aid.
The issue was
taken up by a
seminar for jour-
nalists supported
by the KAS.

MEDIA LAW IN
SOUTHEAST ASIA

The media programme for Asia invited more than
twenty journalists from Southeast Asia to Siem Reap/
Cambodia to attend a workshop on ‘Media Laws —
the Media and the Law: A Difficult Relationship’. The
event addressed the meaning of press laws, the rights
and obligations of reporting, and unlawful govern-
mental interference with the freedom of the press. It
was shown that recurrent attempts are made within
the region to restrict the freedom of opinion by court
orders. Although most trials end in acquittals, court
proceedings are expensive for journalists in terms of
time and money - and they have neither.

AFRICA: TRAINING
IN FOUR COUNTRIES

In many African countries south of the Sahara, the
media landscape is marked by similar problems:
Very poorly trained and paid journalists are confronted
by obstructionism and reprisals on the part of the
powers-that-be. In a series of seminars on political
reporting, the KAS media programme for sub-Saharan
Africa trained 54 journalists from Malawi, Uganda,
Zambia, and Angola. Subjects ranged from the devel-
opment of a new constitution for Zambia, the rebel
movement in Uganda, and governmental aid pro-
grammes to training for the employees of the only
radio station in Angola that is not dependent on the
government, Radio Despertar.
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LATIN AMERICA:
HOW DOES THE PRESS
REPORT ON POVERTY?

While national economies in Latin America have been
growing by more than five percent on average, the gap
between rich and poor keeps widening. Yet poverty

is an issue that is addressed in less than one percent
of the reports in the daily press, as a six-month study
commissioned by the media programme for Latin
America showed. Its results were presented before
ca. 250 guests and academics from South and North
America at the international congress of the Argen-
tinean journalists’ organisation, FOPEA.

Examining around 2,400 reports which had appeared
in three major daily papers in each country, the study
analysed the genre, the authors’ profile, and the infor-
mation sources used. While papers in Mexico, Brazil,
and Argentina published most about poverty in quanti-
tative terms, the articles with the most diverse content
are to be found in Peru and to some extent in Bolivia.
In the latter countries, the media tend to name more
reasons for the emergence of poverty and suggest
more solutions. By contrast, the space devoted to the
subject by business papers was the smallest of all in
the seven countries investigated.

The background of the study was the question of how
the media as part of the elite perceive their social
responsibility with regard to describing the phenomena
of poverty, analysing its structural causes, and showing
optional solutions. In addition to reviving the debate
about poverty alleviation, the study aims to make the
press more clearly aware of the fact that its poverty
coverage can be greatly enhanced.



10 | KAS INTERNATIONAL 1/2008

Selected events

KAS PANORAMA

EUROPE AND BERLIN AND BONN

NORTH AMERICA
Creating and Stabilising

Rumania’s Security after a Constitutional Judiciary
the NATO Summit Round-table with former federal
Forum president Prof Roman Herzog
Bucharest, April 16, 2008 Jagsthausen, April 4, 2008
The EU’s Energy Policy The Mediterranean and the
Symposium Middle East — A Region of
Brussels, April 17, 2008 Crises: Problems, Trends and
A Comparison of Order- Perspectives
policy Approaches - Central 6th Franco-German strategy forum
and Southeast Europe’s Views Berlin, April 7, 2008
of Social Market Economy Media and Democracy
Expert conference International conference on
Gdansk, April 17-19, 2008 the KAS democracy report
Meeting of European Bonn, April 28-29, 2008
Entrepreneurs

Expert conference
Prilep/Bitola, May 9, 2008
3rd Franco-German Forum

on Europe
Forum

LATIN AMERICA Paris, May 14, 2008

International Colloquium
on International Criminal Law
Seminar and colloquium
Santiago de Chile,
April 1-4, 2008

Democracy, Transparency a

and Sustainable Development
Book presentation
Fortaleza, April 10, 2008
The Criminal-law System
and the Rule of Law
Seminar
Buenos Aires and Cordoba,
April 14-15, 2008 8 |
Freedom of Opinion
and Media Law
Strategy workshop for the 9]
managers of the global KAS
programme on the rule of law
Mexico City, April 21-23, 2008
The Millennium Goals -
A Compliance Review

Seminar
San José, June 26, 2008

FIELD OFFICES OF THE KONRAD-ADENAUER-STIFTUNG | LATIN AMERICA 1. Mexico, Mexico City (Field Offices and Regional Rule of Law
E Colombia, Bogota Ecuador, Quito E Peru, Lima ﬂ Bolivia, La Paz Chile, Santiago Brazil, Fortaleza and Rio de Janiero Uruguay, Monte
EUROPE AND NORTH AMERICA USA, Washington Great Britain, London Belgium, Brussels (European Office) France, Paris Spain, |
Budapest Russian Federation, Moscow and St. Petersburg Ukraine, Kiev Romania, Bucharest (Field Office and Regional Rule of Law Programme,
Belgrade Republic of Macedonia, Skopje | SUB-SAHARAN; AFRICA Senegal, Dakar Ghana, Accra Benin, Cotonou (Field Office and Region,
Dar es Salaam Kenya, Nairobi (Field Office und Regional Rule of Law Programme) Mozambique, Maputo Zimbabwe, Harare Republic of South
Tunisia, Tunis Egypt, Cairo Israel, Jerusalem Palestinian Autonomous Territories, Ramallah Jordan, Amman (Regional Programme; Middle |
India, New Delhi B People’s Republic of China, Beijing and Shanghai Mongolia, Ulan Bator Republic of Korea, Seoul Philippines, Manila
Media and Law) [ Indonesia/East Timor, Jakarta
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AFRICA AND MIDDLE EAST

The Agadir Free Trade
Agreement between the Arab
States on the Mediterranean:
Review and Perspectives
Regional conference
Tunis, April 3-4, 2008

German-Egyptian
Think-tank Conference
Conference on education,
science and culture
Cairo, April 13-15, 2008

Presentation of the
Prize for Local Journalists
Ankara, April 30, 2008

Windhoek Dialogue
with Representatives of the
UPADD and the EPP-ED
Party Group
International conference
Windhoek, May 1-4, 2008

Renewable Energies
in Egypt
Conference
Cairo, May 14-15,2008

Judicial Independence
in Sub-Saharan Africa
International conference
Addis Ababa, June 24-28, 2008
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KAS PANORAMA

ASIA

Olympia 2008:
Economic Growth,
Sustainable Development,
Social Cohesion
International conference
Beijing, March 29, 2008

Constitutionalism
in Southeast Asia
Workshop and book presentation
Phnom Penh, April 2, 2008

Climate Change and
Energy-supply Security
Conference in cooperation
with the China Federation
of Industrial Economics
Beijing, April 14, 2008

22nd Asia-Pacific
Round-table
Conference on security policy
and conflict management
Kuala Lumpur, June 3-5, 2008

Programme, Mexico, Central America, Caribbean) Guatemala, Guatemala City Nicaragua, Managua Costa Rica, San José [Bl Venezuela, Caracas
video (Field Office and Regional Rule of Law Programme, South America) Argentina, Buenos Aires (Field Office and Regional Media Programme)

ladrid Estonia, Tallinn Latvia, Riga Lithuania, Vilnius Poland, Warsaw Czech Republic, Prague Slovak Republic, Bratislava Hungary,
. South-East Europe) Bulgaria, Sofia (Field Office and Regional Media Programme) Croatia, Zagreb Bosnia and Herzegovina, Sarajevo Serbia,
3/ Political Education Programme, West Africa) Nigeria, Abuja Democratic Republic of the Congo, Kinshasa Uganda, Kampala Tanzania,

Africa, Johannesburg (Field Office and Regional Media Programme) Namibia, Windhoek | NORTH AFRICA/MIDDLE EAST [B Morocco, Rabat

Fast) Turkey, Ankara | ASIA Tbilisi, Georgia Uzbekistan, Tashkent (Field Office and Regional Project, Central Asia) Afghanistan, Kabul

Vietnam, Hanoi Thailand, Bangkok [ Cambodia, Phnom Penh

Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur [ Singapore, Singapore City (3 Regional Programmes: Politics,
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Democracy is unthinkable without democratically-minded parties

with a clear programmatical and organisational profile.

PARTY AND PARLIAMENT CONSULTANCY

EXPERT FROM THE CHANCELLOR'’S OFFICE

The parliament
building in
Bogotd/Colombia.

ADVISES COLOMBIAN PARLIAMENT

For more than 15 years, Colombians have been
arguing in vain about a reform of parliament.
Although several reform acts have been passed in
the meanwhile, they have failed to make an impact
on the daily practice of parliamentary work.

Not least among the reasons why the government
of president Alvaro Uribe supports endeavours to
strengthen the parliament is the waning confidence in
the legislative branch. Strengthening parliamentary
parties, increasing efficiency and discipline, establish-
ing an independent administration, and profession-
alising content development - these are the objectives
of reforming the parliamentary rules of procedure in
Colombia. Moreover, president Uribe and his camp
have unleashed a debate about introducing additional
parliamentary elements in the presidential system,
with the most far-reaching demands calling for the
universal introduction of parliamentarism. However,
all political forces agree that the work of parliament
should be made more effective.

To lend greater weight to this concern, the Colombian
government approached the local KAS office with a
request to support the rearrangement of the work of
parliament. At the invitation of the KAS, the head of

+++ NEWS IN BRIEF +++

EPP-ED Delegation visits Bethlehem and Ramallah

A delegation of the EEP-ED party group in the
European Parliament paid a visit to Israel and the
Palestinian territories on February 4-6, 2008. The
trip formed part of the dialogue among parliamen-
tarians coordinated by the KAS regional programme
for the Middle East and the Mediterranean. Highlights
included talks with the Palestinian President, Mahmoud
Abbas, Prime Minister Salam Fayyad, and the special
envoy of the Middle East Quartet, Britain’s former
prime minister Tony Blair. Blair said he was optimistic
that an agreement between Israelis and Palestinians

the section for cabinet and parliamentary issues in
the Federal Chancellor’s office, Dr Georg Kleemann,
came to Bogotd late in November 2007. Exchanging
experiences with Colombian colleagues was an impor-
tant step in the process of objectifying the debate
about reform and winning support from all parties.
Dr Kleemann met with Colombian political scientists,
constitutionalists, key members of the constitutional
committee, presidential advisers, and senators.

Government and parliament commissioned the KAS
in Colombia to coordinate the further process of

the reform debate. With the support of Colombian
experts, meetings with party groups that belong to
the government camp and the opposition are held on
an ongoing basis. The reform act regulating the work
of parliament might be ready for adoption as early
as March 2008. The KAS staff also includes Professor
Dr Matthias Herdegen, an expert for constitutional law
at the university of Bonn, who was invited to attend
the further process of consultation in Colombia.

Discussing the pro-
spects of the peace
process: Josef Daul
MEP, chairman of the
EPP-ED party group;
Tony Blair; Elmar
Brok MEP; Thomas
Birringer, local

KAS representative
(from left).

could be reached by
the end of 2008. On
the other hand, Presi-
dent Abbas clearly
stated that he and his
Fatah party would only
be willing to resume
talks with the Hamas
which rules the Gaza

strip if the latter relin-
quished its control
over the territory. The EPP-ED party group pledged its
support for the peace process.
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PARTY AND PARLIAMENT CONSULTANCY

‘MEET YOUR MPY/’

EXCHANGES BETWEEN CITIZENS AND
PARLIAMENTARIANS IN GHANA

How does an act of law come into being? How do
parliamentarians represent the interests of the voters?
What has the Ghanaian parliament achieved in the
KAS CHAIRMAN VISITS HANOI last three years? These and other questions were put

) o to MPs by members of the umbrella organisation of
On January 31, 2008, the chairman of the KAS, Prof Dr Vogel, visited i i .
Hanoi/Vietnam to talk with the president of the national assembly, Nguyen small and medium-sized enterprises, GUTA (Ghana
Phu Trong, about the growing importance of the Vietnamese parliament Union of Traders Association), representatives of di-
and agreed with him on enhanced cooperation with the KAS. verse organisations, and interested citizens from their
constituencies. The invitation to attend the seminar,
which was entitled ‘Meet your MPY’, was issued jointly

by the parliament of Ghana, the GUTA association,

‘A P P RO C H E R I— E and the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung. In response to the
PA R L E M E N T A U P E U P L E ! invitation, 140 participants took advantage of the

opportunity to inform themselves about the work of
the legislative branch in a direct exchange with two
THE DIALOGUE BETWEEN A MEMBER parliamentarians and the parliamentary director for
OF PARLIAMENT AND HIS ELECTORATE public affairs. Both sides benefited from the event:
Voters were able to voice their concerns and questions,
Held in 2006 with extensive international support, the while the parliamentarians were able to form an
first free and pluralist parliamentary elections in the impression of their voters’ needs.
Democratic Republic of Congo led to the emergence
of a new political elite. However, 80 percent of the
newly-elected MPs are without parliamentary experi-
ence. As early as 2007, the KAS office in Kinshasa
launched a programme entitled ‘Approcher le par-

lement au peuple’ to be be continued in 2008, com-
prising information and dialogue events at the provin-
cial and district level. On February 21, a seminar
took place at which national MPs from the government
and the opposition camp described the political system
and its institutions, the principle of the separation of
powers, the controlling functions of parliament, and the AUER-STIFTUNG | KAS!
duties of the MPs. With its methodological approach,
this seminar programme contributes towards educat-
ing the Congolese population in the fundamentals

of politics, challenging MPs at the same time to reflect
on their own position within the political system.
Moreover, it creates a forum for dialogue between

parliamentarians and their electorate.
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The KAS increasingly supports a multilateral H z W

dialogue on development with Asia, Africa, chgg;:ﬁinagr_l Euro
{! Wi AT

and Europe. = i . fh 'yt

Ty

DEMOCRACY AND DEVELOPMENT

Participants at
the international
CHINA’S DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION Symposium i
Prof Yang Guan
WITH AFRICA ﬁks;)e,s%:;fr or
(DIE), Winfried

INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM IN BEIJING Jung (KAS resident
representative
for China)
China’s engagement in Africa is moving more and that are to be held in Beijing in the summer of 2008,
more into the focus of international attention. And there is a controversial debate about the People’s
indeed, relations between the People’s Republic Republic’s contacts with states known for dubious
and the African continent intensified considerably human-rights practices, such as Sudan or Zimbabwe.

in the last few years.

China’s engagement in Africa raises numerous ques-
Searching for commodity sources and sales markets, tions relating to development, economic, and security
Beijing has discovered the African continent as a major policy. This being so, the Beijing office of the Konrad-
partner. In point of fact, there are many Africans who Adenauer-Stiftung organised together with the German
have a high regard for the businessmen from Asia: Institute for Development Policy (DIE) and the Chinese
They generate economic growth, create jobs, and help Academy of Social Sciences (CASS) an international
the states of the region to become more independent symposium in Beijing on December 3/4, 2007. At this

from their former colonial powers. Yet African NGOs conference China’s and Europe’s views of development

and western development-aid organisations doubt the cooperation with Africa were discussed. Delegates from

sustainability of these new economic relations. Could politics, science, and the economy, including repre- From left:

Africa be degraded to commodity supplier and sales sentatives of the foreign and trade ministries, the ’C"I’L]‘Zi‘;fq’";’; 2’:?”50“”'

market for the People’s Republic? Are these long-term  Communist Party of China, and other governmental the RNI and

jobs that are being created? And is not Beijing under- institutions exchanged views frankly and controversially. president of the

mining the endeavours of the west to promote good Launched in the middle of 2007, the series of Sino- OM;’;ZCZ‘at’I,’eg’amber

governance? Not least because of the Olympic Games German conferences will be continued in 2008. Dr Arfdreas/
Schockenhoff MP,

deputy chairman
of the CDU/CSU
parliamentary

EUROPE’'S NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICY WITH party; Thomas

Schiller, KAS resi-

MOROCCO - DIALOGUE FORUM IN RABAT dent representative

for Morocco

What is the impact of the European neighbourhood and the secretary general of the Moroccan

policy on the relations between Morocco and foreign ministry, Omar Hilal.
Europe? Organised by the KAS and the Association
Ribat Al Fath, the 6th dialogue forum on the Replying to a demand for deepening the
European neighbourhood policy was held in Rabat partnership with the EU by a ‘statut
on December 6/7, 2007. avancé’, Dr Schockenhoff MP stated that
the award of a special status to Morocco
Held under the patronage of King Mohammed VI, was insufficient on its own to improve the
the forum offered politicians and civil-society repre- efficiency of Euro-Mediterranean partnership as long

sentatives an opportunity to discuss the achievements as the implementation of the agreements made
and opportunities of Euro-Mediterranean partnership within the Barcelona Process remained incomplete
with, among others, the deputy chairman of the CDU/ (promotion of the education and health sector, good
CSU parliamentary party, Dr Andreas Schockenhoff, governance, legal security, etc.).



From left:
Portugal’s defence
minister, Nuno
Severiano Teixeira,
then president of
the council of
European defence
ministers,; Brazil’s
defence minister,
Nelson Jobim; and
the KAS resident
representative for
Brazil, Dr Wilhelm
Hofmeister.
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Political dialogue serves to exchange views, safeguards peace,

and lays the foundations for trustful cooperation.

On November 15/16, 2007, the 4th International
Security Conference took place at Forte de
Copacabana/Rio de Janeiro under the heading of
‘International Security: A Dialogue between Europe
and South America’.

As in the years before, a circle of politicians, military
and government representatives, and academics from
South and North America, Europe, and Asia gathered
to discuss current issues in international security policy.
Organised by KAS Brazil in partnership with the
Centro Brasileiro de Relagdes Internacionais (CEBRI),
the Centro de Estudos das Américas (CEAs) at the

Opportunities and challenges in Turkish
foreign policy

At the invitation of the KAS, Egemen Bagis, foreign-
policy adviser to Prime Minister Erdogan and recently
appointed deputy AKP chairman in charge of foreign
policy, joined a public debate in Berlin which revolved
around Turkey'’s foreign policy and German-Turkish
relations. In his presentation, Mr Badis pointed out
that in recent years, Turkey’s activities in many fields
of foreign policy had been successful under the leader-
ship of the AKP. Thus, relations with Greece and Syria
had improved, good relations were being cultivated

POLITICAL AND SECURITY DIALOGUE

Candido Mendes University of Rio de Janeiro, and the
Mercosur chair of political science in Paris, the event
aimed to stimulate security-policy cooperation between
the two continents.

In his opening address, the Brazilian Minister of
Defence, Nelson Jobim, emphasised Brazil’s willingness
to join in international peace missions. The minister
expressly denied any endeavour to obtain nuclear
weapons, highlighting his country’s peaceful intentions.
Like Portugal’s Minister of Defence, Nuno Teixeira, who
was also speaking on behalf of the Portuguese presi-
dency of the EU Council, Mr Jobim highlighted the good
quality of European-Brazilian relations.

In the course of the conference, lively debates arose
about various subjects, such as joint missions abroad,
non-proliferation, regional arms races, and security

policy. Topicality, continuity, internationality, and the
fact that there is no other event of comparable format
in South America which addresses security policy
combine to make the security conference at Forte de
Copacabana an established forum on international
security-policy questions.

with Russia, and
a strategic part-
nership with the
USA had been
agreed in writing.
In his opinion, the most important problems confron-
ting Turkey included the Iranian nuclear programme
and the security situation in the neighbouring country
of Iraq.
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Islam is a global religion. Its sheer diversity demonstrates that the internal dialogue

is at least as important as exchanges with other religions.

DIALOGUE ON VALUES AND RELIGION

ISLAM IN THE SOCIETIES OF SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

THE TRADITION OF TOLERANCE AND THE DANGER OF RADICALISATION

Islam is a global religion which includes in its fold
a multitude of life designs and political configu-
rations. This fact clearly emerged once again at the
summit meeting of the Islamic World Conference

which took place in the Senegalese capital of Dakar

in March 2008.

Taking advantage of the attention attracted by the
impending summit, the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung
held a three-day international colloquium in February
2008 to scrutinise the subject of Islam in the so-
cieties of black Africa. The event was held under the
patronage of the Senegalese President, Abdoulaye
Wade. Established experts from ten African countries,
including representatives of science, politics, the
media, and civil society examined various aspects
including the relationship between Islam and politics,
the role of women in Islam, and the religious dis-
course in the media.

On the one hand, the colloquium showcased the par-
ticular characteristics of Islam in sub-Saharan Africa:

The full scale of its diversity, its openness, its tolerance

towards other religions and cultures, and the differ-
ences between its manifestations and interactions
with the state and society. On the other hand, it also
became clear that Islam in sub-Saharan Africa is
increasingly embedded in a global Muslim community

of communication, which
involves a degree of mutual
influence. This development
may incorporate trends
towards politicisation and
radicalisation. There are
indications that related con-
flicts occur mostly within
the religious communities
concerned. Against this
background, the participants
of the colloquium agreed
that dialogue within the
various religions was at least as and possibly even
more important than exchanges between them.

Transboundary exchanges on this issue are rare
within the region. This is why this multi-disciplinary
international colloquium, organised jointly with the
University of Dakar, met with such a great response
in the Senegalese public. Expressly congratulating
the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung on its initiative, the
President of Senegal said that it was the wish of his
government to use the results of the colloquium

in the working groups of the Islamic World Summit.

From left: The
Senegalese Minis-
ter of the Interior,
Ousmane Ngom,
Andreas Lédmmel
MP; Karsten
Dimmel, local
KAS representative
in Senegal

Rejecting the
term 'black Islam’,
islamologist
Abdou Aziz Kebé
nevertheless
stated that Islam
in Senegal had
developed differ-
ently from Arab
or Asian countries.

Left: The confer-
ence was attend-
ed by religious
dignitaries and
islamologists as
well as by political
decision-makers.
The photograph
shows the
ambassadors

of Saudi-Arabia,
Kuwait, and
Sweden.



Local KAS representatives

and staff from headquar-

ters. From left:

Dr Jacobs, Dr Ostry,

Dr Hénsel, Dr Reifeld,

Mr Spengler, Mr Birringer,
Mr Déumer, Dr Erdle,

Mr Schiller, Mr Senkyr.

DIALOGUE ON VALUES AND RELIGION

‘There cannot and must not be any Mediterranean dialogue

in which Germany is not involved.’ This is the unambiguous
political statement with which Josep Antoni Duran i Lleida,
chairman of both the Christian democratic Catalan party UDC
and the foreign affairs committee of the Spanish parliament,
opened the KAS Mediterranean conference in November 2007.

In response to this desire, which had been voiced again and
again in the past, the Madrid office of the Konrad-Adenauer-
Stiftung launched a series of Mediterranean conferences in
2005, to be held annually in Spain. There are special reasons
why this Iberian country is an ideal location for a dialogue
between the member countries of the EU and the states of
the southern Mediterranean region. Encompassing in its history
the traditions of the three monotheist
religions, Christianity, Judaism, and
Islam, the country is well placed

as a bridge. At the same time, it is of
great geostrategic and security-policy
importance to the EU.

In the last few years, the series of
Mediterranean conferences has devel-
oped into one of the flagships of the
KAS office in Madrid. The conferences
are greatly appreciated among all
parties as a dialogue forum. The LoEE ,;m e
conference of 2007 was devoted to DURAN I LLEIDA
transboundary cooperation under

the European neighbourhood policy.

RELIGION AND THE RULE
OF LAW IN THE MIDDLE EAST

‘Emphasise common interests and respect differences’
This was the tenor of the address with which Prince El Hassan
bin Talal opened the international conference on ‘Religion
and the Rule of Law in the Middle East’ on February 27,
2008 in Amman. The meeting held by the KAS regional pro-
gramme for the Middle East and the Mediterranean together
with the Royal Institute for Inter-Faith Studies was attended
by a large number of renowned experts from Europe and
the Middle East. In his opening address, Prince El Hassan
bin Talal emphasised that the ‘culture of hate’ propagated
by extremists basically rejected any established order. It
was essentially nihilist and therefore areligious.

The German-
Iranian author
and orientalist,
Navid Kermani,
argues that
religiousness
and civic enga-
gement can

be reconciled

The chairman

of the foreign
affairs committee
of the Spanish
parliament calling
for Germany'’s
involvement in
the Mediterranean
dialogue.

MUSLIMS AS CITIZENS

IDENTITY THROUGH
NATIONALITY
OR RELIGION?

Citizenship as a term and an idea is much discussed
in the Arab world. Looking at the expansion of religious
lifestyles, people in Egypt especially ask themselves
what the source of identity should be - nationality or
religion or possibly both. A related question asks how
a religious Muslim could be a responsible citizen at
the same time.

To many Egyptians, the idea of having a prominent
German Muslim speak up in the debate about this
very topical issue appeared equally intriguing and
unusual. When Navid Kermani, the well-known
German-Iranian author and orientalist, was invited by
the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung to lecture in Cairo in
November 2007, he concentrated on the situation

of Muslims in Germany in his presentation. Muslims
there, so he said, appreciated that they would have
to change their attitude and organise themselves
better if they wished to play an active role in the
German society. Although reservations and discrimi-
nations were obvious, the beginnings of a construc-
tive debate between the state and the Muslims could
be seen within the German Islam conference as well
as elsewhere. Many Muslims in Germany saw that
no conflict existed between loyalty to the state, civic
engagement, and religiousness. Kermani wished that
this culture of responsibility should spread to Egypt
and the entire Middle East.
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ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT
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POLENZ OPENS ENERGY
CONFERENCE IN AMMAN

As water grows scarce, oil prices rise, and interest in
the peaceful utilisation of nuclear power keeps growing,
energy and climate questions move into the focus

of public attention in the Middle East. At a conference
entitled ‘Global Common Challenges and Regional Trends
- the Arab World in Transformation’ that was conducted
by the KAS regional programme ‘Political Dialogue
Middle East/Mediterranean’ together with the Regional
Centre on Conflict Prevention in Amman, politicians
from Germany and Jordan attempted to find answers to
these questions. In his opening
address, the chairman of the foreign
affairs committee of the German
Federal Diet, Ruprecht Polenz MP,
pointed out that, given its geo-
graphical position at the intersec-
tion of three continents, the Middle
East might well benefit from glob-
alisation, provided that its national
economies were reformed.

Corruption is one of the major causes of environmental destruction.
Consequently, bribery must be suppressed to promote sustainable
and conservative development. In Colombia, for example, entire
townships are springing up on the fringes of the cities without
official permission and without regard to nature and the environ-
ment.

Together with the KAS, the Colombian organisation OCASA (Youth
against Corruption) took an important step to uncover the negative
effects of corruption on sustainable development, bring them to
the attention of the public, and find ways and means of countering
such abuses. At a one-day conference entitled ‘Corruption and
Environmental Protection’, delegates publicly discussed the issue
and exchanged positive experiences with problem solutions.

GERMAN-POLISH
PERSPECTIVES
IN ENERGY POLICY

Waldemar Pawlak, Minister for Economic Affairs and
Deputy Prime Minister of Poland, opened an expert
round-table on the energy policy of Europe that was
organised in Warsaw jointly by the Centre for Interna-
tional Relations, the KAS, and the Foundation for
German-Polish Cooperation. Delegates from politics and
the economy, including Elmar Brok MEP and represen-
tatives of E.ON and Wingas, talked about differing
perspectives. While differences of opinion remained with
regard to the Baltic pipeline, it became clear that energy
policy opens up numerous opportunities for cooperation
between Poland and Germany.

Among other things, the forum found that it was not
enough to ask polluters to pay up because money alone
was not enough to repair the damage suffered by nature.
Rather, a way would have to be found in the long run to
establish clean and sustainable production throughout the
entire economy, and efforts to combat corruption would
have to be stepped up to suppress the growth of illegal
settlements and the destruction of the environment they
entailed.
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By conducting projects in more than 100 countries,

the KAS actively promotes peace, freedom, and justice worldwide.

NAMES AND FACES:

HENRI GISCARD BOHNET

B Directs the KAS office in Skopje/Macedonia
since January 2008

B Previously employed as trainee

in Moscow/Russia

m Contact: bohnet@kas.com.mk

PROF DR CHRISTIAN ROSCHMANN
m Dijrects the rule-of-law programme for Africa
since January 2008

m Previously worked for the GTZ and

other organisations

B Contact: kaslaw@kenyaweb.com

MICHAEL LINGENTHAL

B Directs the KAS office in Lima/Peru

since February 2008

m Previously employed as KAS local represen-
tative in Paraguay and Venezuela; served

as the first CEO of the German-Polish Youth
Institute,; last employed in the political
education of the KAS

B Contact: michael.lingenthal@kas.de

DR. HUBERT GEHRING

m Directs the KAS office in Prague/Czech
Republic and the Slovakia Liaison Office since
March 2008

B Previously employed as local KAS
representative in Mexico and Venezuela
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INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION NEWS

NEW PUBLICATIONS

NEIGHBOURS, PARTNERS, FRIENDS -
COMMON VALUES AS A FOUNDATION

OF PARTNERSHIP

By way of congratulating Prof Dr Bernhard Vogel on
his 75th birthday, the KAS Warsaw office published
a compilation of his speeches in Poland, Germany,
and Rome. Subjects include bilateral relations and reconciliation

Gminame Werts s Grondig fr dic Prnerchaft

between Poland and Germany, Christian democracy and social
doctrine, patriotism and nationalism.
m Obtainable at: KAS office in Poland

PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN

- CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS: A COMPARATIVE

.;.l,;_.“..,..g,,,m,,,!..:_.- STUDY OF SOUTHEAST EUROPEAN LAW

AT In 2007, the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung extensively
supported Germany'’s presidency of the EU Council.
Related activities included a large-scale regional
project mounted by the rule-of-law programme for Southeast
Europe to promote minimum standards in criminal proceedings.
The project resulted in a comparative law study entitled ‘Safe-
guarding Human Rights in Europe: The Rights of Suspects/Accused
and their Defence in Criminal Proceedings in South East Europe’.
Reputable law experts from Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia,
Macedonia, Montenegro, Rumania, and Serbia present their
analyses of their national codes of criminal procedure. Consisting
of 344 pages, the study is now available in English.
m Obtainable at: Rule-of-law programme for Southeast Europe,
Bucharest; http://www.kas.de/rspsoe

m Guidelines of international cooperation:
Forward-looking issues, contacts

m Foreign, European, and security policy:
Projects, analyses, events

= Development policy:
Measures, theories, publications

m Country information:
Offices abroad, country reports, interviews

http://www.kas.de/international/



