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KAS-UMU Scholarship Programme 
and Alumni Network launches a 
Newsletter! 
BUILDING A STRONGER NETWORK IN 2015! 

Welcome to the first edition of 
the KAS Scholarship Newsletter 
for all Scholarship Holders and 
Alumni of the KAS-UMU Schol-
arship Programme. Here you 
will find updates on the activi-
ties of KAS (as you also can in 
more depth on our website) 
and your fellow scholars and 
alumni to create stronger ties 
within this network. 

In our annual scholarship meeting 
in November 2014, attending 
scholarship holders and alumni dis-
cussed the programme and re-
solved together with KAS to make 
and effort and activate the power 
of this network to benefit both KAS 
in its work in Uganda, South Sudan 
and abroad and all members. For 
this purpose this newsletter is a 
first step to spread information of 
who is part of the KAS Scholarship 
family and what is going on in their 
professional lives that should be 
announced and shared. 

One of the ideas collected on the 
topic of a newsletter was to make 
introduction of our scholarship 
holders and alumni to the entire 
network to bridge the great dis-
tances that the network is covering 
in Uganda and South Sudan. More-

over, some input on the work of 
KAS and its current activities was a 
request that is mostly answered on 
the KAS Uganda website, but will 
also partially feature in this news-
letter series. Finally, it will be very 
welcomed to receive input from 
members, who are working or are 
otherwise engaged in projects 
close to the purpose and values of 
KAS in Uganda. We will develop 
the format of this newsletter as we 
go along and I look forward to your 
active input and feedback to make 
it a valuable addition to our net-
work. 

NEWS AT KAS: WELCOME 
OF MATHIAS KAMP AS THE 
NEW COUNTRY REPRE-
SENTATIVE 

 

Handover of Country Representative Post 
from Dr. Angelika Klein to Mathias Kamp 
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In March 2015 KAS Uganda wel-
comed Mathias Kamp as its new 
Country Representative. After 
three and a half years as head of 
the KAS office in Uganda, Dr. An-
gelika Klein has left the country to 
take up her new duties as head of 
the KAS country office in Nairobi, 

Kenya. Mr. Kamp is taking over in 
her place with already significant 
experience with the work of KAS in 
Uganda, as he started his profes-
sional career as a Programme Of-
ficer with KAS Uganda from 2011-
2013.

 

WELCOME OF NEW SCHOALRSHIP HOLDERS FROM 2014 

 

Welcome of new Scholarship Holders with UMU Representative Francesca Namatovu and 
KAS Representative Anna Hoffmann 

In 2014, the KAS-UMU Scholarship Network welcomed 15 new members 
from Uganda and South Sudan commencing their Bachelor and Master 
Studies on Development and Democracy or Local Governance and Human 
Rights. Here a short introduction of our newest entries into the Pro-
gramme:

Isaac Mugabe Robert is currently 
working with the Namutumba Dis-
trict NGO Forum where he is re-
sponsible for resource monitoring. 
He holds a diploma in Business 
Studies from Makerere University 
Business School and is currently 
studying at Uganda Martry’s Uni-
versity for a BA degree in Democ-
racy and Development Studies. He 
is passionate about democracy and 
development in his country Uganda 

and how it evolves and is manifest-
ing itself in Uganda. He was born in 
1986 in Iganga District and is cur-
rently engaged. 

Faisal Kirungana won the schol-
arship from KAS/UMU in 2014 to 
study a course in Development 
Studies and Democracy. He was 
born in 1987 in Kamuli district, and 
is employed as Programme Officer 
in charge of the Leadership Acad-
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emy at Uganda Youth Network. As 
a social worker, he formed the 
Comet Cooperative Society Limited 
as a way for collective develop-
ment for the rural community. He 
also founded an NGO called Ka-
goma Youth Development Network 
to transfer his knowledge to the lo-
cal youth who do not get oppor-
tunity to participant in the national 
events. He is married with one 
beautiful daughter.  

Ndugwa Hassan was born in 
1986. He holds a bachelor’s degree 
in Social Sciences (Political Science 
and Public Administration). 
Ndugwa works as Project Officer 
(Governance Accountability Partici-
pation Performance Program) with 
African Youth Development Link, 
an organisation he co-founded. He 
is also a Senior Programs Coordi-
nator with the Uganda Muslim 
Youth Development Forum, anoth-
er organisation he co-founded after 
surviving the Alshaabab terror at-
tacks at the Kyadondo rugby 
grounds. He formed this organisa-
tion as a response to the extrem-
ists that he felt had hijacked the 
religion he loves by killing in the 
name of Islam. Ndugwa is focused 
on encouraging his peers to deter-
mine their own destiny and that of 
their society by effectively partici-
pating in the governance and dem-
ocratic processes. 

Elvis E. Kintu Nsonyi graduated 
from Makerere University. He 
joined national politics during the 
2011 general campaigns as the DP 
Campaign Coordinator and as Ex-
ecutive Assistant to DP President 
Hon. Norbert Mao. He participated 
in the Walk to Work Campaigns 
and coordinated the National 
Committee to Save Makerere and 
Other Universities (NACOMU). Sub-
sequently he trained in youth poli-

tics through the Democratic Union 
of Africa (DUA) in Namibia and the 
Program for Young Politicians in Af-
rica (PYPA). He is a founding mem-
ber of the Interparty Youth Plat-
form (IYOP) and now one of the 
three Dialogue, Mediation and Con-
flict Resolution Ambassadors of the 
Democratic Party. 

Helen Ndikumwami Rwalinda 
Nshimiye was born on 10.08.1980 
to Mr and Mrs Rwalinda William in 
Kisoro District Uganda and is mar-
ried with three children. She went 
to Rwaramba Primary School in 
1986, Bishop Kivengere Girls 
School, Muyebe 1993, Caltec Acad-
emy Makerere 1998,  and later 
Makerere University, 2001. She 
graduated with a BA/EDUCATION 
degree in 2004. She worked as a 
teacher and radio presenter the 
following years and joined active 
politics in 2010.  She was elected a 
District Councilor and District Dep-
uty Speaker in 2011. She is now 
aspiring District Woman MP come 
2016. She is a MA/LGHR student 
under the KAS-UMU scholarship 
2014/15. 

Wycliff Odong is a highly experi-
enced development worker and a 
Ugandan national with practice 
working on child-centered initia-
tives, particularly in the area of 
child protection. Wycliff previously 
worked with Uganda Prisons Ser-
vice as Psychological Social Worker 
and currently works with the 
Uganda Society for Disabled Chil-
dren (USDC) as Project Coordina-
tor. At the same time he is a Child 
Protection National Trainer with the 
Ministry of Gender, Labor and So-
cial Development. He has under-
gone undergraduate training in 
Community Psychology and Post 
Graduate Practice Oriented Certifi-
cate in Child Protection of the 
schools of Psychology and Humani-
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ties respectively of Makerere Uni-
versity. 

Prossy Ogwang is an ambitious, 
innovative and inspirational young 
woman leading in the field of youth 
and women empowerment for par-
ticipation in development. She is a 
professionally trained urban plan-
ner but practices as a human rights 
activist, consultant, and trainer 
specialized in gender issues. She 
volunteers as Inua Kijana Fellow, 
mentoring young people to become 
problem solvers and gain employ-
ment. Her philosophy is summa-
rized in the Acholi cultural proverb: 
“kimiyo mon timiyo dano”. (If you 
give a woman, you have given all 
of humanity). Her career objective 
is to become the go-to resource 
person and top notch consultant in 
gender and development.  To this 
end, she has worked with various 
organizations and is currently pur-
suing a master’s degree in Human 
Rights and Local Governance, 
sponsored by a competitive schol-
arship by the Konrad-Adenauer-
Stiftung. 
 
Fred Otim is a a Ugandan male 
aged 30 years and a resident of 
Amiro Village, Alwit Mac Parish, 
Dokolo Town Council, Dokolo Dis-
trict, in northern Uganda. He is a 
graduate with upper class diploma 
from Nsamizi Training Institute of 
social development. He strongly 
believes that the long political 
strive in the north calls for inter-
vention to address poverty, igno-
rance, disease, and conflicts that 
still persist in the communities as 
many continue to live from hand to 
mouth with very little or no hope to 
come out of the problems. Howev-
er, Fred sees sensitization and ca-
pacity building as an able tool help 
communities come out of those 
vise. 

Jean Ngobi is a Human Rights and 
Gender activist with a strong social 
education background in high 
school teaching, development 
work, and political participation. 
She is inspired by the need to pro-
vide effective channels for mean-
ingful youth and women participa-
tion in Uganda’s political and de-
velopment processes and to 
achieve valuable performance in 
development leadership that bene-
fits communities in East Africa and 
beyond. She has contested twice 
as a woman member of parliament 
to represent Mayuge District and 
worked as a Gender and Research 
Development Officer for the Youth 
in Leadership Forum. She is also 
the CEO for Friends of Education 
Uganda, a local education organi-
zation, and formerly a steering 
committee member for the Inter-
party Youth Platform. 

Kaviri Ali, 25, is a dynamic youth 
activist with over four years of ex-
perience being at the forefront of 
many issues that promote pro-poor 
values, gender equality, good gov-
ernance, and social justice in 
Uganda. Ali works as a Pro-
grammes Assistant for Youth Advo-
cacy and Engagement at the Ugan-
da Youth Network (UYONET). Ali is 
the founder of the Youth Equality 
Center Uganda (YEC), a youth led 
nonprofit organisation, and a 
founding member of the Young 
Leaders Think Tank for Policy Al-
ternatives, an initiative of the Kon-
rad-Adenauer-Stiftung in Uganda 
to advance youth participation in 
governance and policy formulation. 
Details at: 
http://kaviriali.wordpress.com/ 
 

Egesa Morris is a Political Science 
graduate and an alumni of Makere-
re University. He enrolled for   
Masters in Local Governance and 

http://kaviriali.wordpress.com/
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Human Rights at Uganda Martyrs 
in 2014. He is currently working 
with Human Potential and Re-
sources Africa as Technical Assis-
tant in charge of data collection. 
He is also a Research Assistant for 
the SCORE Project which is being 
implemented by Care Uganda, 
AVSI and FHI 360. Under this pro-
ject he is carrying out baseline 
surveys on the status of vulnerable 
households in terms of food securi-
ty, education and child protection. 
His interests lie in uplifting the 
lives of vulnerable groups. 

Kasirye Elly is a Training Associ-
ate at the Foundation for Human 
Rights Initiative, the Coordinator of 
the University Students Human 
Rights Network, Board Chairman of 
the Yearning Voices Foundation, a 
Honorary Citizen of Pensacola City 
in Florida, U.S.A and an alumni of 
the International Visitors Leader-
ship Program in the U.S. He is a 
youth mentor and empowers youth 
to participate in the democratiza-
tion processes of their nations. He 
has initiated over 38 Human Rights 
Clubs through the University Net-
work as platforms for youth to ad-
vocate for good policies, improve 
their research skills and impact 
knowledge on human rights. 

Tahas Justin Bago is a South Su-
danese from Western Equatoria, 
Maridi County – Amaki Village, 
tribe Avokaya, aged 28, studying in 
UMU under the support of KAS 
scholarship pursuing BA-DDS. He 
volunteers for POPO to advocate 
and promote democracy and good 
governance in order to embrace 
positive changes for diversification 
of economic and political reforms 
to enhance development in his 
country. The civil/tribal conflict in 
South Sudan created misery in 
Maridi and forced many to flee to 

the neighboring countries. He 
whole heartedly appreciates KAS 
for the enormous support and en-
couragement that has and will con-
tinue enabling him to build his ca-
reer to promote democratic gov-
ernance and holistic development 
to uphold the rights of the South 
Sudanese. 

Namulondo Joweri is 19 years 
old and currently staying in Kam-
pala although her home town is 
Kamuli. She is a KAS beneficiary 
who is pursuing a bache-
lor’s degree in Democracy 
and Development Studies at UMU. 
She is an ambitious lady, who is 
passionate about leadership and 
hence believes in equality, liberty 
and fraternity. 
 
Dara Felix David, emerging from 
a long experience of conflict, is al-
ways reminded of the continued 
quest of the South Sudanese for a 
just, peaceful and prosperous Na-
tion.  To achieve such aspirations, 
though shattered by the continued 
violence, numerous opportunities 
still exist, one of which is the KAS 
scholarship. As a beneficiary of 
KAS he is committed to securing a 
quality Masters Degree so as to 
stand with the people of South Su-
dan in making good governance a 
reality. He is currently the Program 
Officer at CEDED, Yei-Central 
Equatoria State, South Sudan.  
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FIRST KAS SCHOLARSHIP 
EVENT APRIL 2015: EX-
CHANGE ON LOCAL GOV-
ERNANCE IN UGANDA 

The first annual scholarship holders 
meeting of 2015 took place on 
Tuesday, 28th April, at the Grand 
Global Hotel Kampala. KAS invited 
its scholars, with special focus on 
the Master’s Students of Local 
Governance and Human Rights, to 
a workshop on “Local Governance: 
Interrogating the Ugandan model 
and exploring alternatives”. This 
meeting was also considered as an 
informative get-together to foster 
the development of a strong alum-
ni network. 

KAS invited Assoc. Prof. Yasin 
Olum, Senior Lecturer at the De-
partment of Political Science and 
Public Administration of Makerere 
University, to speak about local 
governance in the country. As an 
expert on the local government 
framework, he held a presentation 
on the current local governance 
system, highlighting gains and 
challenges for Uganda’s develop-
ment aspirations. According to 
him, one of the main problems 
Uganda had to face was the gap 
between the de jure status and the 
de facto degree to which local gov-
ernments are able to control local 
affairs. In the debate that followed 
the attendees identified the Ugan-
dan model of decentralization as a 
good system for effective service 
delivery, but also agreed that it 
does no longer reach the people. 
Against this background, the group 
discussed whether decentralization 
is a myth or reality in Uganda and 
came to the conclusion that there 
might be advantages in taking the 
decentralization policy back to the 
drawing board, especially when it 
came to budgeting and resource 
allocation. 

CONTRIBUTION FROM UGANDA 
MARTYRS UNIVERSITY’S PROF 
MAX NGABIRANO: 

KAS STUDENTS AT THE RESI-
DENTIAL SESSION AT UGANDA 
MARTYRS UNIVERSITY 

At the close of every academic 
year (Mid May), Faculties and De-
partments at Uganda Martyrs Uni-
versity get ready to receive and 
teach students of distance learn-
ing. This year’s face-to-face in the 
Department of Good Governance 
and Peace Studies, commenced on 
25th May to 12th June 2015. Among 
the students that reported were 
KAS sponsored students as it has 
always been the case. These stu-
dents hail from Uganda and South 
Sudan. 

Uganda Martyrs University has 
been in partnership with KAS and 
the main objective of this partner-
ship is to grant motivated Ugan-
dans with leadership ambitions the 
opportunity to complete a study 
programme at UMU that aims to 
develop their professional skills as 
well as their knowledge of human 
rights, democratic governance and 
development. This programme has 
been running for some years now 
and tremendous successes are 
demonstrated in the recently con-
ducted tracer study in 2013/2014. 
KAS students continually display 
excellence in class. KAS has signifi-
cantly contributed to the public 
service of the country through 
sponsoring further education of 
public servants in ministries, par-
liament and police. The alumni of 
the sponsorship have then contrib-
uted to the development of the 
country at large especially to de-
mocracy, governance, human 
rights and development.  

UMU looks forward to strengthen-
ing this working relationship fur-
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ther, for the benefit of the universi-
ty community, KAS and the East 
Africa Region. UMU is indeed grate-

ful to KAS, UMU Management and 
staff and the students for making 
this programme a success.

Thank you for reading and hopefully enjoying this first edition of the KAS-UMU 
Scholarship Newsletter! As this is a work in progress, we would be very happy to 
receive your feedback on the content of this edition with further ideas or sugges-
tions if you have any. Should you have any submissions in form of announcement 
about your career, study or civic activities that would be relevant, we will be hap-
py to receive them at: kas.scholarship@gmail.com 

 

Attendees of the Scholarship Holders Meeting in May 2015 after a discussion on local gov-
ernance in Uganda with Prof. Yassin Olum 
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