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AT A CRITICAL AGE: Ofi marriage is becoming mose and more common, mainly among young

Egyptians, especially undergraduates.

Hanging by

By Doaa Solirmar

T HE clatter and laughter
of the fourth-rmonth-cld
boy changed the moth-
er's black mood bul not her
many  problems,  Although

Hanan loves her baby madly she
wishes she'd never had him.

"He is the agple of iy eye and also the
reasom for my misery,” says Hama
Mamdouh of the infant whase binh she
CANY regisen

This 2d-year-old wonan's prohlems
staried about a year ngn, when ske discoy-
ermd she was pregnanl. Ondy then did
Hmwn reilise her mistake. She'd fallen
into the trap after sigring &0 oeff mamage
comract with the mam she Baved,

While registersd marmages in Egype —
being documented by the meazoun for
Musliens and e prics for Christians - reg-
ulsic fhe eouple's relnlionship and guarin-
tee their tights, ovfi mamapes don't. o

TnjAsphic, the word ot masans ‘unodfi-
cial". Hence, o mamiage i an mnnegis-
tered, umsificial mowmge. There are
nizmerous fypes of anofcial mariage.
Some me agnirsl the Shad's (lslamic
Law), others aren’t, But none gives the
couple the hegal rights docamened mar-
riages do.

"There ume b sides i onli mamiages!
he begal and the: religions,” Mohamead el-
Gindy, the Secretary-Gemeral of the
Sopreme Conneil of Eslaic Adfuins, pbd
the Eqpptian Mail,

“According to Egyption low, coars

don't consider usnegistersd marmiage
cases. Howevey, if there is a sigred com-
tract, there woukl be smme hope for the
regisiraten of the haby's hirth.”

In same types of onf marige, the o-
izl et sy They sre married, bot
it's not registered amd s uswally dose in
secrecy. In other cases, the couple do make
a verhal metiage plodpe without sy doc-
urncnts or just inform thedr closest friends
hat they'ne married.

All such pwringes are despised sl
rejected at the social hevel. They ars abse
cntwely nnmecogmisad in Egyptian law.

" Althingh the wivode slrasdon beoomes
a e, hiving an ol “comtract’ could help
pronve Lhe paterily of i clifldren. Wit
it the woman can't prove she is related 1o
beer partner. She is tost” el-Gindy added,

Haman wrnte the so-called arff contract,
hudeaf@Imﬂliﬂ’tﬂsbmﬂ.shcﬂs-
convered she'd Jost her copy, That was the
start of her exlless degpesr.

“He wanted me s gat-an aboation bt T
refused” Hanan recalls sadly, K deen
dawned on e that he'd tiken my copy of

cmracl. I can’t negisier
m;ﬁhﬂmﬁ:ﬂmnmﬂ.m
am | divorosd, 50 1 et mamy again.”

The lmw is lotally aganst this youmg
ladky whws weorks in arketing, On one side,
she doesn™t have legal ool ol her relation-
shrip wilhy the father of her som; on the other,
her husshemd sl has the miarag: coatrad
whoch medns thar he can sue her if she
remarees. She ocould be accnsed of
polyandry, which i= punishable by seven
yeirrs in prieon in Egypl

Oy now do 1 see the other side of the
cheap pamdise: he promised me. He past
dhidn't weant w0 pay anything in Tehms for

or relationship. All he wamied o do was
wvend sy comemitmen snd Lo eopidly,
hiedped him," Hanan conclades.

In Egypl, where premanial sex 15 pro-
hibinad for religicus and social rensores, onf
marrsyge ernerged docades ago as a 'semi-
fommnal” framewodk for such relationsheps.
Nowadays, with the increasing sconomic

WmORE Yo COuples

'l’cnln;rrm,uulﬂyll'mwhhﬁrl]!
greatess Timancial bunden of marsage, s
the informal el conbmet as o way ol of
the firncial chligations and commitmenits
of cfficial matrimony.

Adter all, they can always desmoy the
ooy decumert proving e mumiage
which it usually boepe by the man — n onder
torend the relationship when they choose (o,

The womt, 0 this case, B Almost
always the loser; many women cin neither
prove the mariage por obtain a divores,
and thus they misk spending the nest of ther
lives unable wo ooy o even obtain
fimamcial suppon. I the counle have had a
chilel, the mother could cpend years

b hipoes ks ;

“That's why we'te ticking chis isse
nova,” el Fainab Radwan, the Deputy
Speaker of Bgype's Legisloture, danng &
symposium hekd st week in Cairo, enls-
thed 'O Macriage:  Validiey  and
["l-phm‘ -lL‘.

“The hegislative positon of these mar-
riapes is very controverdal. There ame
ey articles inoour Tews thae facilifate or
caase this problem. All ths must be tack-
leal.” she added.

The dehate over offi mamiage slared
yeard apo mnd has cansed many changes m
the Egypiian Laws.



Konferenz zu Islamrechtlichen Eheschlieungen
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OPEN DISCUSSIOMN: A sassion in the sympoesium held last week about orfi marriage. Grand Sheikh of

Al-Azhar Moheamed Sayyed Tanmiawi (L) and Egypt's Mufti Ali Gomaa (3rd L) attended the event in Cairo,
along with Andreas Jacobs, the Resident Representative of the Konrad Adenauer-Stiftung (far R).

a wee thread

Simce the year JNE), if @ woman cun
produce a proof of an oxf maminge in
court, she can ask for a divoroe without
ahimony of child support, Moreover, even
without the document, the cout will hear
palermity cases,

The Egyptian Personal Status Law is
expecied 1o be isckled in the new gres-
sion of the People's Assembly (the
Lower House of the Egyption
Parliament), and orfi or unregistercd
marriages top the list of the issues that
need lagal action,

"We have many legal gaps, For
instance, before the age of 18, maminge
can't be registered but it's ot banned,”
Radwan added. "This all must change
and there must be one single form for
marriage ond anything else should be
legally prohibited.®

In Islam, there are many comditions o
prove the vakidty of the mamiage, the tao
maost cructal being declaration of intent and
obtaining dwo aneststions of the marriage.

Thiss, the majemily of onfi marmages ae
apuinst the Shari, ns they ame waally
secref relationships.

“This- issue: o doesn't, only - affect
Egyptians but Europeans and people from
iy othier societhsd lving in ths Muslim
andd non-Muslim workl” Andreas Jacobs,
the Resident Representative of the German
co~operation agency Konrad Adenaner-
Suiftang, which organised the o marriage
symnpositam, told this paper.

"With over 4 millian Muslims living in
Germany and arcand 20 milfion in the EU
we are deeply invalved i othis debase,
Tscorbss explained, "W need to disciss the
arfi mariage ismae a5 we ae becoming
pant of it. [t takes place somestimes between

Egypliam men aml European  waormen,
Henee, we need o fgare it out.”

Althoagh there are no precise stacistics
about this wend, experts say et it's roost
cormman amang university sudents and
it's adsn redmed b the growing number of
Tomelieas children:

"Laws  aren't the solutbon” said
Mohkarmed Ghomeien, the head of the
Commissioners’ Body of the Supreme
Constitutional Crart. "G marmiage 5 A
praduct of mary other social and econom-
it problams. We mos woek on solving
the oore reasons of the problem
before mushing  towards  the

As g judge, Ghomsm
believes in ihe mde of
Raws. However, he thinks
"The solutkon  must
be practical, throgh
providing  young
people with mane
oppartuiities  for
alficial mamisge and i
awakening social and %S
meral standards,” he added.

Withall the harsh criti-
clem  oefi-married couples
receive, there are many just- -
fications for their decision, [
which s why many NGOs @
ane searching for a pract-
cal sodution o a problem
which causes many tragee stones.

"W targes young girks in the first =
place bocause they are the real vic-
tires of thess masriapes” sad Hoda
Badran, the Chairwoman of the
Alliance for Arab Women.

*I 15 vital For gerls and thelr families o
e mude aware of the consequences, They
get hamiliatingly manipulated in thess
relationabipa and are finally dumped with
rix fapare, hope and a child*

Badran has met many orfi-mimied
women and heard a lot of heartbreaking
gtories, The hardest thing for ber is that
i many cases she can'l afford them any
help at all.

"1 did that b myselfl when [ closed my
eyes and followed my heart” Hanan

recalls gloomily. "Mosw, 1 would give

- anything to have my baby reg-
isterne). 1% all oy
alleged hasband, I'm
like a puppet in his

band hanging by a
B, wee thread”



