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Muslim Women’s Rights Accord-

ing to the Qur'an 

WORKSHOP WITH ZAFELA ON UNGUJA

On Tuesday, 31st of July 2018, the Zan-

zibar Female Lawyers Association 

(ZAFELA) and the Konrad-Adenauer-

Stiftung (KAS) jointly convened a 

workshop on “Muslim Women’s Rights 

According to the Qur’an” on Unguja, 

the main island of Zanzibar. Women’s 

rights from an Islamic perspective 

were discussed by reviewing the book 

“Kitabu Cha Haki Za Mwanamke wa 

Kiislamu kwa Mujibu wa Qur’an” (Mus-

lim Women’s Rights Accordings to the 

Qur’an) published by KAS in 2007. 

The workshop was opened by greetings 

from KAS delivered through Dr. Stefanie 

Brinkel, Program Manager of KAS in Tanza-

nia, shortly introducing the work of KAS 

that besides others strengthens Tanzania’s 

civic society. Afterwards, Safia Hija Abrass, 

Chairperson of ZAFELA, welcomed the par-

ticipants and emphasized that this book can 

be an opportunity to help different members 

of the community in Zanzibar to get a bet-

ter understanding of women’s rights. She 

thanked KAS for organizing such workshop 

that shows that women in the Islam have 

rights and emphasizes the need to promote 

these.  A short round of self-introductions 

by all participants followed, which was facili-

tated by moderator Dr. Nassor Hamad Ba-

kar. Before the tea break Mr. Erasto Ndeu-

ka, Program Manager of KAS talked about 

the objectives and expectations of the 

workshop. He gave an overview to the de-

velopment of the previous version (2007) of 

the book on “Women’s Rights According to 

the Qur’an” and pointed out that the work-

shop should allow the participants to review 

and edit the book for the needs of Zanzibari 

women. 

  Group photo with Workshop Participants 

The workshop commenced with the first 

presentation, held by Dr. Moh’d Makame 

Haji who gave a summary of the book 

“Women’s Rights according to the Qur’an”. 

The book talks about five different areas of 

women’s rights in the Qur’an and Sunna. 

Throughout the book it is being pointed out 

and emphasized that the Islamic religion 

relying on the Qur’an is a religion that gives 

women rights. Different “suras” in the 

Qur’an and Sunna are being used to show 

female rights in education, leadership, eco-

nomics, marriage and divorce as well as in-

heritance. Dr. Makame recommends adjust-

ing the content and developing a new book 

that suits the current living conditions in 

Zanzibar.  

After getting an overview of the book the 

participants shared their ideas for changes 

and improvements in the book. The feed-

backs were given according to the topics of 

the book. Education was one of the topics 

where all agreed on its importance for a 

Muslim woman. Education is not only the 

key to female rights but also an obligation 

for every Muslim in order to be a member of 

the society. Some participants advocated 

the opinion that the book should not only 

write about women’s rights but also about 

women’s obligations in the Islamic religion. 

This is one view at which the opinions went 
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apart.  Nevertheless a common understand-

ing was reached between all participants 

that more “suras” and “hadith” are needed 

to support the arguments in the book. 

Above this it was agreed that the book 

should incorporate the differences and simi-

larities between the Islamic Law and the 

Tanzanian Law and how these can be 

agreed upon. Furthermore, it should show 

the development of Islam from its beginning 

until today.  

After the discussion Jamila Mahmoud Juma, 

Executive Director of ZAFELA presented two 

success stories from ZAFELAs work. The Or-

ganization does a lot to help women to un-

derstand their rights. ZAFELA provides sup-

port and knowledge for women in different 

situations but there is still a lack of aware-

ness among women as well as men.   

Presentation of Jamila Mahmoud Juma   

Concluding, Safia Hija Abrass (ZAFELA) and 

Erasto Ndeuka (KAS) delivered their respec-

tive words of thanks to the participants and 

to KAS. A task force will be build that will 

bring all ideas from the workshop together 

and write a new book. The sheiks will be 

consulted for approval. 

Participants expressed their satisfaction at 

the end of the workshop and emphasized 

their confidence in positive, sustainable re-

sults of a continuing collaboration with KAS. 

  

 


