
 EDITION 1   

 June 2012 

 

 

  

  

  

  

           

   

 

 NEWSLETTER 
  KAS Hauptabteilung    Welcome to the KAS Ghana Newsletter 

  Internationale Zusammenarbeit 

Contents 

Page 1  

Public lecture with Most 

Rev. Philip Naameh, Metro-

politan Arch- Bishop of 

Tamale 

 

Read about our earlier 

activities in the last 6 

months 

Page 2- 3 

 Ghana´s Environment and 

the Social Market Economy/ 

The role of Traders in Envi-

ronmental Sustainibility 

 

Page 3- 4 

Traditional Leaders of the 

Upper West Region on 

Climate Change Adaptation 

and its impact on food 

security 

 

Page 5 - 6 

Workshop on the role of 

traditional women leaders 

in promoting peaceful 2012 

elections/ Communiqué of 

traditional women leaders 

 

Page 7 

Preparation for the visit of 

Klaus Töpfer in Accra  

´GOOD GOVERNANCE, DEMOCRACY & 

PEACE IN NORTHERN GHANA IN THE 

CONTEXT OF THE 2012 ELECTION` 

READ ABOUT PAST AND PRESENT ACTIVITIES OF THE KAS GHANA COUNTRY 

OFFICE

 
Public lecture with Most Rev. Philip 
Naameh, Metropolitan Arch- Bishop 

of Tamale 

“We are responsible individuals, we can-
not continue like before!“ said the Metro-
politan Arch-Bishop of Tamale Most Rev. 
Philip Naameh during a public lecture 

organized by TEPPCON and KAS. The 
lecture was part of activities to mark 40 
years celebration of Knights & Ladies of 
Marshall in the Northern province of the 
Catholic Church. 

 

 Most Rev. Philip Naameh, Metropolitan 
Arch- Bishop of Tamale  

Mr Hippolyt Pul, the coordinator for 
peace-building Africa of the Catholic 
Relief Services also dilated on Missed 
opportunities in the development of the 
North and what role must be played to 
ensure that the North-South develop-
ment gap is bridged.  

The one- day lecture and discussion 
brought the Bishops of the Northern 
Province together to discuss the contribu-
tion of the Church to peaceful 2012 Pres-
idential and Parliamentary Elections.  The 

Bishops were very confident of the role of 
state institutions to deliver credible, 
peaceful and violent free elections but 
were quick to add that the institutions 
are controlled and directed by individuals 
who are fallible and must not succumb to 
their vulnerabilities but must rather allow 
the law to take its appropriate place.  

After the lectures the audience had the 
opportunity to share their contributions 
and offered suggestions towards 2012 
General elections. They had questions for 
their politicians “Do our Northern parlia-
mentarians meet? Do they think of who 
they present? “ 

Representatives from other churches, 
civil organisations, and political parties 
listened and as well shared their ideas. 
The programme was broadcast lived on 
Radio Savannah.  

 

 The objective of the public lecture was to 
mobilise civic consciousness to ensure a 
peaceful, free, fair, and transparent elec-
tions that will ensure peace and smooth 
change of government. 

Check www.kas/ghana for a short movie 
about the one-day lecture in Tamale! 

http://www.kas/ghana
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KAS on tour 

 

As a political foundation it is our wish to 
be part of a larger chain of interconnect-
edness. For this reason we pursue the 
idea of equal partners. Furthermore we 
strengthen the collaboration in politics on 
the local and on the national level re-
gardless to gender and ethnicity. The 
Konrad-Adenauer-Foundation is commit-
ted to participatory governance from all 
spheres of society. Hence, KAS supports 
any groups of individuals who are com-
mitted to expanding the frontiers of de-
mocracy in Ghana. For this reason KAS 
has been giving regular support to differ-
ent projects in different regions of the 
country. We are proud to be a part of the 
international community of stakeholders 
who are working to strengthen the coun-
try's political infrastructure. 

 

Ghana´s Environment and the Social 
Market Economy/ The role of Traders 
in Environmental Sustainibility 

 

A total of 335 participants took part in 
the three workshops in Wenchi (21st 
Dec.), Techiman (22nd Dec.) and Nko-
ranza (29th Dec.) comprising community 
leaders, officials from the District Assem-
bly, market queens, traders and farmers 
and representatives from hairdressers 
and dressmakers associations as well as 
students 

 

Workshop on Social Market Economy and 
Environment. 

SOCIAL MARKET ECONOMY IN GHANA-
IAN CONTEXT 

The first presentation for the day was 
done by Dr. Kwadwo Aidoo-Asante of the 
University of Ghana, Legon. He explained 
that the current German economy model 
which has seen Germans successfully 

rebuild their economy into one of the 
strongest is especially relevant for the 
developing economies like Ghana. He 
added that the SME concept is very im-
portant today because it promotes the 
values of competitiveness and profitabil-
ity while at the same time advocating the 
moderate influence of the state regulato-
ry authority to ensure that the interest of 
the ordinary citizens are not over-
whelmed by the profit seeking tendencies 
of the former. 

The resource person further explained 
that the role of the state in SME is not to 
stifle the growth of the private sector but 
rather to play a regulatory role that en-
sures free enterprise and has responsibil-
ities towards the people in the state on 
whose toil and sweat it is making profits. 

PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT - THE 
ROLE OF TRADERS 

Mr. Agyeman–Badu, Chief Budget Analyst 
of the Techiman Municipal Assembly 

presented the second paper on the topic 
“Protecting the Environment - the Role of  

He said traders as part of their contribu-
tion to protecting the environment can do 
the following: 

• Create awareness among mem-
bers of traders association.  
 

• Teach others about things which 
damage the environment. 
 

• Encourage people to live in a 
way that does not harm the en-
vironment.  
 

• As individuals and groups, think 
of ways to reduce damage to 
the environment due to business 
activities.  
 

• Close your fridge, acquire CTL 
fridges.  
 

• Use energy saving bulbs.  
 

• Plant trees if possible at busi-
ness sites/locations. 
 

• Provide litter bins to collect 
waste at business sites.  

 
• Periodically clean and distill 

drains at market places.  
 

• Discourage open burning of re-
fuse at market places.  
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• Ensure waste generated due to 
business is disposed in manners 
that do not harm the environ-
ment. 

 

Mr.Agyeman-Badu using his entire body 
to underline his presentation. 

Bringing his presentation to an end Mr. 
Stephen Agyeman Badu said in the past 
many people did not think the environ-
ment had a relationship with our lives 
and this led to man's activity increasingly 
damaging the environment. He further 

explained that whatever happens to the 
environment directly affects us and it is 
time for everybody to feel concern about 
the environment. 

PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT - THE 
ROLE OF THE COMMUNITY 

This presentation was done by Mr. Em-
manuel Danso from the Office of the 
Administrator of the District Assembly 
Common Fund. He said although there 
are laws protecting the environment for 
reasons best known, enforcement of the 
laws is weak. Mr. Danso said as members 
from the various communities we can do 
the following to stop further degradation 
and pollution to the environment: 

• Sensitization/Education of com-
munity members on the envi-
ronment  
 

• Communities organizing periodic 
clean-ups to rid their areas of flit 
 

• Communities supporting their 
leaders in the enforcement of 
laws to punish environmental of-
fenders  
 

• Inculcating in the youth the hab-
it of environmental hygiene and 
cleanliness by forming environ-
mental clubs in the basic schools 
etc. 

After the three presentations, there was 
time for an open audience discussion on 
the topics and a group workshop leading 
into four group presentations on envi-
ronmental topics. 

The organizers of the program were 
highly impressed by the attendance and 
moreover the level of participation. The 
lessons and suggestions that emerged 
should be put into practice to motivate 
others to follow. 

 
Climate change adaption for food 
security in Upper West 
 

In the northern parts of Ghana, climate 
change has already resulted in severe 
draughts in the dry season as well as 
floods during the rainy season. These 
contribute to high temperatures, influx of 
pests and diseases resulting in the loss of 
human life and property. Today, the 
effect of climate change is being felt all 

over Ghana, but more especially in the 
north, which is the food basket of the 
country. Therefore, KAS and CIKOD or-
ganized a two days programme in Wa to 
educate Traditional Leaders of the Upper 
West Region on Climate Change Adapta-
tion and its impact on food security. 

“We cannot discuss democracy if the 
environment is not conducive for humans 
to survive” - In his opening remark, the 
Programme Officer of KAS Dr. Isaac 
Owusu-Mensah pointed out the need “to 
focus on what we are leaving behind for 
our grandchildren. This is possible if we 
collectively look at it from the traditional 

perspective, e. g. by inviting traditional 
leaders to this course”, he added. 

Mr. Bern Guri, Executive Director of 
CIKOD, added: “With climate change 
stirring us horrible in the face, there is 
the need to consider what systems we 
were previously using to preserve and 
manage water in our localities and how 
we can improve these systems and rein-
corporate them into our current practic-
es.” 

On these issues, the two organizations 
presented a programme to the roughly 
40 particpants of the workshop, starting 
with a presentation by Mr. Mohammad 
Assah, an expert on climate change is-
sues.  Using comparison photos to 
demonstrate water depletion in the Volta 
Basin, he demonstrated the effect of 
climate change on one’s livelihood. 
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Mr. Assah´s eye-catching presentation on 
the facts of Climate Change. 

He also provided detailed information on 
climate change at the international level 
– highlighting the Earth Summit and 
Kyoto Protocol. At the national level, he 
made mention of Ghana’s REDD Prepara-
tion Plan, Ghana’s Adaptation Strategy, 
Ghana’s climate change policy (being still 
in draft form) – but emphasized that a 
bottom-up/local approach is needed since 
providing money to governments is not 
sufficient to reach those who are most 
vulnerable. Most importantly, Mr. Asaah 
encouraged participants to think about 
the practical examples of climate change 
in their own communities such as floods 
and droughts in the Volta Basin, shorten-
ing of rainy season in some places from 
six months to three. 

In a next step, Mr. Bern Guri posed a 
number of thought-provoking questions 
which engaged participants in considering 
the realities of their own communities 
and, importantly, their role in helping 
their communities to mitigate and adapt  
to climate change. 

kTogether with the group of mainly Tradi-
tional Leaders, the following effects of 
climate change in the Upper West Region 
were pointed out: 

• Low food production will result 
in food insecurity and malnutri-
tion. 
 

• Low income from food produc-
tion further brings hardships to 
rural women and undermine 
their daily struggle to cope with 
marginal resources of food and 
water.  
 
 
 

• Low employment: The region is 
one of the poorest in Ghana. 
Farming is the major source of 

employment but with the impact 
of Climate Change, it will further 
reduce the employment oppor-
tunities of the people.  
 

• Increase in diseases and con-
flict.  
 

• Reduced access to agriculture 
products for social activities 
such as funerals and other social 
activities is also being anticipat-
ed. 

Possible Mechanism for Adaptation to 
Climate Change in UWR were also con-
sidered: 

 Promote improved indigenous 
seeds and crops which are bet-
ter adapted to the erratic 
weather patterns in the region 
(sonsogoli, bambara beans 
etc.). These should be promoted 
for food security and climate 
change adaptation.  
 

 Conservation Farming - Conser-
vation agriculture that combines 
organic manures and permanent 
soil cover are promising adapta-
tion options for their ability to 
increase water holding capacity 
of soils. This can have an enor-
mous impact on adaptation to 
drought, heavy rains and winds.  
 

 Food preservation – Traditional 
ways of preserving food such as 
drying, salting and smoking 
should be encouraged in the Re-
gion for managing food availa-
bility 

 
Women leaders in a group dis-
cussion 

The following day was meant for a group 
assignment where each of the participat-
ing groups (Chiefs, Traditional Women 
Leaders, District Assembly Members) 
discussed among themselves the way 
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forward and later on gave a presentation 
on their concrete approach to react to 
climate change. 

 

The Chiefs of Upper West preparing their 
group presentation 

At the end of the workshop, participants 
agreed that if there is to be any progress 
in climate change and food security is-
sues, then a lot will depend on how Tra-
ditional Authorities use the education 
they had at the workshop in their various 
communities . 

Workshop on the role of traditional 

women leaders in promoting peace-
ful 2012 parliamentary- and presi-
dential elections 

Queenmothers and traditional women 

leaders from the South and North of 

Ghana took part in a workshop orga-

nized in collaboration with CIKOD and 

University of Cape Coast. Traditional 

woman leaders will play a special rule 

in promoting peaceful elections 2012. 

The workshop intended to strengthen 

capacities of traditional women leaders 

to raise awareness for the importance 

of peaceful elections in their communi-

ties. 

 
 

Madame Pognaa Agnes Azaah is the President 

of the Hala-Kuro/Pognamine Association of 

Upper West and she is the  

Paramount Queenmother of Kaleo traditional 

area. 

How can traditional women leaders 

promote peace in their community? 

Traditional woman leaders for example 

Paramount Queens can promote peace 

when there is conflict or when there is 

quarrel in some places of your communi-

ty.  To solve the conflict you go and in-

terview the two people orally. What is 

bringing the misunderstanding? What is 

happening? So you interview this one 

and then the other one. You interview 

them separately, not together! When you 

know the problem, you bring them to-

gether and say: Stop! We are all one 

people. If you continue fighting, it will 

bring conflict in the village. If there is 

conflict in the village our children will not 

like one another and things will go bad. 

That is how a Queenmother can bring 

peace to the village. You don’t have to 

bring the people together, because they 

are all annoying. If you would bring them 

together, you wouldn´t listen to any of 

them.  And you wouldn´t get any correct 

answer. You only call them, one after the 

other and afterwards you bring them 

together. And when you bring them to-

gether, don´t let them narrate the story 

again. You just set peace among them. 

That is how a Queenmother can bring 

peace in to the village. 

Check www.kas/ghana for a short 

movie about the workshop in Sunyani! 
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Communiqué by Traditional Women 

Leaders 

 

We the Queenmothers and Women Tradi-

tional Leaders from Northern and South-

ern Ghana, attending a workshop on the 

Role of Queenmothers in the 2012 Gen-

eral Elections held at the Regent Resort 

Sunyani, hereby RESOLVE that we shall 

be Agents of Peace Before, During and 

After elections 2012. 

Having been adequately educated on the 

destructive consequences of conflicts, we 

shall take the following steps to ensure 

PEACE Before, During and After the elec-

tions. 

 To collaborate with the relevant 
agencies e.g. the security 
agents, electoral commission 
media, assemblies, traditional 
councils and religious bodies etc 
to educate our communities on 
the need for peaceful elections. 
 

 To exact our neutrality in all our 
dealings in connections with the 
elections 
 

 To advice political leaders to 
conduct their activities in a 
peaceful manner and avoid the 
use of “machomen” in their po-
litical campaigns. They should 
advice constantly their followers 
and supporters to be of good 
behaviour. 
 

 To use several fora (traditional 
and formal) to educate the citi-
zenry about peaceful conduct of 
campaigning and electioneering 
 

 
 
 

 
 To show transparency in our ac-

tivities with our people 
 

 To show unity and harmony as 
well as peaceful co-existence 
and tolerance among our people 

 To be proactive in addressing 
conflict and tensions in our 
communities during the elec-
tioneering period 
 

 To educate the youth to desist 
from engaging in negative acts 
that will foment trouble and cre-
ate conflicts 

 To use the airwaves to promote 
peace and unity being mindful of 
our utterances 
 

 We also urge all political parties 
to abide by laws and regulations 
governing elections in this coun-
try and abide by their own ac-
cepted code of conducts 

 
We, as Queenmothers and Traditional 
Women Leaders do pledge to pursue 
peace among ourselves in order to be 
able to preach peace to our subjects. 
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Therefore, as MOTHERS of this country, 

we appeal to all and sundry to do every-

thing humanly possible to leave the 

country in PEACE and not in PIECES, 

before, during and after election 2012, 

being mindful of the fact that we have 

only one nation – GHANA!!! 

Preparation for the visit of Professor 
Dr. Klaus Töpfer 

KAS is intently planning for the visit of 

the former German Minister Professor Dr. 

Klaus Töpfer to Ghana at the end of Au-

gust 2012. He will take part in a political 

seminar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You for reading!!! 

www.kas.de/ghana  

We are on facebook!!Be up to date 

with all KAS activities and discus with 

us on political and economic topics. 

Make sure you add us as a friend. Our 

account name is: Konrad Adenauer 

Stiftung Ghana (Kas Ghana) 


