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The following articles are a composition of 
last  two  weeks’  (01.05.2013-15.05.2013) 
press  releases  in  Cambodia.  They  give  a 
review  on  current  developments  in  the 
country.

Factory Accident Kills Two People And Leaves Eleven Injured

Two People were killed and nine injured in 

an  accident  in  Kampong  Speu  province 

when the  ceiling  at  the  Wing  Star  Shoes 

Co,  Ltd,  factory  was  falling  down  onto 

workers.  The  accident  happened  in  the 

morning  right  after  the  workers  started 

their day. The shoe factory, which employs 

about  7,000  workers,  produces  running 

shoes for  the well-known Japanese sports 

brand  Asics.  Officials  of  the  provincial 

Ministry  of  Land  Management,  Urban 

Planning and Construction declared that the 

additional level has been build illegally. The reason for the collapse of the cement ceiling is 

supposed to be an insufficient construction. The last time the region's poor safety standards 

caught attention when more than 1,000 workers were killed in the collapse of a garment 

factory in Bangladesh. Now, both the standards itself at the more than 400 garment and 

shoe factories in Cambodia as well as the monitoring mechanisms of the International Labor 

Organization (ILO) has been questioned. In the following, government officials and NGOs 

demanded that the so called Better Factories Cambodia program of the ILO should provide 

the public with more transparency about certain factories' failure in implementing safety 

standards and thereby prevent accidents like this.

Further reading:

Deadly Collapse in Cambodia Renews Safety Concerns

http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/17/world/asia/cambodia-factory-ceiling-collapse.html?

_r=0 

Workers Crushed to Death at Shoe Factory

http://www.phnompenhpost.com/2013051665662/National/workers-crushed-to-death-at-

shoe-factory.html

1http://www.nytimes.com/2013/05/17/world/asia/cambodia-factory-ceiling-collapse.html?

_r=0     

source: The New York Times1
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The Monks And The Ballot  

In the last two months, it  became obvious that Prime Minister Hun Sen recognizes the 

importance  of  the  53.257  monks  living  in  Cambodia  for  the  upcoming  elections.  He 

addressed and praised the clergy in many 

speeches,  especially  during  inaugurations 

of pagodas, but always stressed that only 

the Cambodian People's Party (CPP) is able 

to finance the various construction projects 

of pagodas all over the country and ensure 

the good living-standard of the monks. As a 

result,  discussions  about  highly  explosive 

political  subjects  like  land  issues  become 

very  rare.  Most  of  the  public  statements 

made by monks are in favour of the ruling 

party. Reasons for this are considered to be 

the ban from voting in former elections, the 

warnings  to  not  participate  in  political 

demonstrations  and protests  and the threatening  of  monks  in  the  run  up to  elections. 

Furthermore,  the  US  Embassy  listed  monks  as  victims  of  politically  motivated 

disappearances. 

As a reaction, some monks declare that in order to maintain political neutrality of religion 

monks should not have the right to vote at all. But Tep Vong, the Great Supreme Patriarch, 

stated in 2006 that monks should thank the CPP for being of utmost importance for the 

country after the Khmer Rouge regime. It is no surprise that the Great Supreme Patriarch 

speaks in favour of the CPP. He has been the vice president of the National Assembly under 

the  People's  Republic  of  Kampuchea,  the  antecedent  of  the  CPP.  The  Prime  Minister's 

actions are likely to be motivated by the fact that 95 per cent of the Cambodian population 

are Buddhist and especially in the rural area the pagoda is the centre of the village life. With 

the help of the moral and social prestige of the monks the pagodas turn into a political  

arena. The pressure on the monks is growing. A lot of them do not dare to discuss political  

sensitive issues inside the pagodas anymore.

Further reading:

Pressure Mounts For Cambodian Election Reform

http://www.voacambodia.com/content/pressure-mounts-for-cambodian-election-

reform/1653459.html 

2http://travel.nationalgeographic.com/travel/countries/cambodia-photos/ 

source: National Geographic2
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Party Registration Process For Elections in July Closed

The  registration  process  for  political 

parties  for  this  year's  election  is  closed. 

Finally, seven politically parties submitted 

their  registration  documents  to  the 

National Election Committee (NEC). After 

being  asked  for  corrections  in  their 

candidates list,  the submitted documents 

of  the  oppositional  party,  Cambodia 

National Rescue Party (CNRP), have been 

officially recognized by the NEC. Secretary 

General of the NEC, Tep Nitha, announced 

all of the documents will be first examined by a technical work group and in the following 

discussed by the NEC. In the end, the opposition removed after long debates the name of 

its party leader Sam Rainsy from the candidates list. Sam Rainsy, currently living in exile, 

would face imprisonment when coming back to Cambodia.  The NEC stated that  due to 

Cambodian law it would be illegal if he votes or runs as a candidate. 

Further reading:

Opposition Removes Sam Rainsy From Official Registration

http://www.voacambodia.com/content/opposition-removes-sam-rainsy-from-official-

registration/1658603.html 

NRP Asked to Re-examine Candidate List

http://www.thecambodiaherald.com/cambodia/detail/1?

page=11&token=MjVjMjBhZWNlZDY     

Construction of Satellite City Booyoung Town Started

The South Korean Booyoung Group started the construction of the Booyoung Town project. 

The biggest construction project of the year will be realised on 2.7 square kilometres of land 

and  with  an  estimated  cost  of  $1.1  billion.  This  new  town  with  both  commercial  and 

residential buildings, as well with sports facilities and a school, will be located right in the 

centre  of  the  capital.  More  than  17.000  households  within  40  apartments  and  several 

residential complexes will be included. The Booyoung Group expressed their hope that the 

project could be a milestone and serve as a role model for further investment. The Minister 

of Land Management and Urban Planning,  Chhun Lim, declared in a statement that the 

efforts of the Korean conglomerate will push the Cambodian economic development forward 

as well as it will  stimulate the investment in real-estate and promote urbanisation in the 

country. 

3http://www.voacambodia.com/content/opposition-removes-sam-rainsy-from-official-

registration/1658603.html 

source: Voice of America3
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The  ministry's  data  states  an  increase  of 

approved  construction  projects  from  $1.2 

billion to $2.1 billion from the year 2011 to 

2012.  The  city  of  Phnom Penh  attracts  a 

growing  number  of  investors  for  the 

building  of  satellite  cities.  Other  ongoing 

projects  in  the  capital  are  the  Camco 

Satellite City, Diamond Island City, Boeung 

Kak  Lake  Satellite  City  and the  Future  of 

Dreams  Satellite  City.  Although  the 

investment  fosters  the  city  development 

process,  those  developments  are  often 

overshadowed by strong protests against evictions of residents.

Further reading:

Work Starts On Booyoung Town

http://www.phnompenhpost.com/2013050865477/Business/work-starts-on-booyoung-

town.html 

Booyoung to Upgrade Residential Environment in Cambodia 

http://www.thecambodiaherald.com/cambodia/detail/1?

page=13&token=MjIwNjMxM2QxZWV 

Increasing Exports to Japan 

The Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO) reported an increase of 23 per cent in 

exports to Japan in the first quarter of the year compared to the first quarter in the previous 

year. The volume rose from $102 million to $126 million. Statistics show that while the total 

export volume figures for the year 2010 encompass $209 million, the number of the year 

2012 has doubled up to $404 million.  

JETRO considers the growing ties between Cambodia and Japan as one of the reasons for 

this development. Japan, still  the biggest donor in Cambodia,  keeps on investing in the 

country.  Only  one  month  ago,  the  country  granted  Cambodia  a  $90  million  loan. 

Additionally, the diversification of Cambodian export goods is crucial to positive trend, too. 

Not only garments and footwear, which are acknowledged as the most important export 

products  of  Cambodia,  but  also  electronic  machinery  especially  for  automobile 

manufacturers  record an increase.  In return,  the Kingdom imports  machinery,  vehicles, 

electronic  devices,  ships  and  boats  from  Japan.  Cambodia’s  strong  economy  and  the 

positive forecasts for  the long-term development make the country attractive to foreign 

investors. 

4http://www.thecambodiaherald.com/cambodia/detail/1?

page=13&token=MjIwNjMxM2QxZWV 

source: The Cambodia Herald4
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Author calls Khieu Samphan “slave with secretarial duties“

Philip Short, journalist and author of “Pol Pot: History of a Nightmare“, stated at the Khmer 

Rouge tribunal that Khieu Samphan, former head of state of Democratic Kampuchea, was 

more a secretary to Khmer Rouge leader Pol Pot rather than involved in the real decision-

making process of the authoritarian regime. The journalist described Khieu Samphan as a 

“disciplined“ person, who only “followed the 

rules“.  Short  pointed  out  that  Pol  Pot 

considered the accused as a potential leader 

but  finally  decided against  it.  In  addition, 

the author told the court that as Samphan 

has  been  a  member  of  the  standing 

committee,  a  powerful  political  body 

consisting of seven members of the Khmer 

Rouge cadre,  he  must  have  known about 

sensitive political decisions. However, Short 

stressed  that  the  highest  decision-makers 

have  been  Pol  Pot  and  Nuon  Chea. 

Especially decisions concerning prison S-21 

were made by both members of the leading cadre, who formed with Son Sen the security  

committee.  The author brought up that even Mao Zedong, the Chinese Communist Party 

leader and close ally, expressed worries concerning the decisions made by the leaders. But 

those worries were ignored by the cadre.

Further reading:

Defence Takes Aim At Short's Credentials

http://www.phnompenhpost.com/2013050965512/KRTalk/defence-takes-aim-at-short-s-

credentials.html 

Lawyers Appeal Severance Order

http://www.phnompenhpost.com/2013051665656/KRTalk/lawyers-appeal-severance-

order.html 

5http://www.voanews.com/content/at-tribunal-historian-describes-vietnam-relationship-to-

khmer-rouge/1657032.html 

source: Voice of America5
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