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,Dle neue US-Strategie fur
Afghanistan*

AM 21. AUGUST 2017 HAT US-PRASIDENT TRUMP DIE NEUE US-STRATEGIE FUR
AFGHANISTAN OFFIZIELL VERKUNDET

Vorberichterstattung

Washington Post: With U.S. general under fire, Afghans fear being abandoned by
Trump (05.08.2017; Autor: Pamela Constable)

KABUL — Afghans are alarmed by widespread reports that President Trump has threatened
to fire Gen. John W. Nicholson Jr., the highly regarded U.S. military commander in this war-
torn country, and that Trump has also delayed choosing a new military and political strategy
Afghans have awaited anxiously for the past six months.

Nicholson, 61, the top U.S. military official in Afghanistan for the past 16 months, has be-
come the best-known face of Washington here, working closely with Afghan military and ci-
vilian officials, and vocally advocating expanded U.S. military engagement, while the Taliban
and other insurgents continue aggressive attacks across the country.

Now, with two U.S. service members killed in the past week, Trump’s attack on Nicholson
for failing to “win” the 16-year war has stunned Afghan officials and political leaders. They
said a clear signal of continued support from Washington is urgently needed to keep the
fragile Kabul government on its feet amid an explosion of public unrest and organized oppo-
sition from a variety of groups.

USA Today: Trump White House weighs unprecedented plan to privatize much of
the war in Afghanistan (08.08.2017)

The White House is actively considering a bold plan to turn over a big chunk of the U.S. war
in Afghanistan to private contractors in an effort to turn the tide in a stalemated war, ac-
cording to the former head of a security firm pushing the project.

Under the proposal, 5,500 private contractors, primarily former Special Operations troops,
would advise Afghan combat forces. The plan also includes a 90-plane private air force that
would provide air support in the nearly 16-year-old war against Taliban insurgents, Erik
Prince, founder of the Blackwater security firm, told USA TODAY.

The unprecedented proposal comes as the U.S.-backed Afghan military faces a stalemate in
the war and growing frustration by President Trump about the lack of progress in the war.


http://www.kas.de/afghanistan
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/with-us-general-under-fire-afghans-fear-being-abandoned-by-trump/2017/08/04/afe1375a-7899-11e7-8c17-533c52b2f014_story.html?utm_term=.657452007945
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/europe/with-us-general-under-fire-afghans-fear-being-abandoned-by-trump/2017/08/04/afe1375a-7899-11e7-8c17-533c52b2f014_story.html?utm_term=.657452007945
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2017/08/08/war-afghanistan-trump-white-house-weighs-bold-plan-privatize/548004001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2017/08/08/war-afghanistan-trump-white-house-weighs-bold-plan-privatize/548004001/

Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung e.V.

AFGHANISTAN
MATTHIAS RIESENKAMPFF

28. August 2017

www.kas.de/afghanistan
www.kas.de

TOLO News: US Officials Hold Sessions Over Options for Afghanistan (08.08.2017)

The US National Security Council has already had three sessions “exploring a full range of
options for Afghanistan,” US Secretary of State, Rex Tillerson, said at a press conference on
Monday.

“And when | say a full range of options, | mean the entire landscape. And | think it's reflec-
tive of the deliberations that we want to undertake,” Tillerson said.

“The President (Donald Trump) is asking, | think, some very, very pointed questions, and
they are good questions. They were the right questions that he should be asking, and per-
haps these are questions that no one's been willing to raise in the past.”

“With the questions that he's asked us, we want to give him good, thorough answers and
good, thorough analysis to go with that, a very clear-eyed view, a very realistic view of
what the future is likely to look like,” he said.

Afghanistan Anticipation: Anticipation runs high for new US strateqy (19.08.2017;
Autor: Shadi Khan Saif)

Anticipation remains high among warring sides in Afghanistan as U.S. President Donald
Trump puts the announcement of his war strategy on hold following a high-level meeting
with his security team Friday.

The U.S.-backed Kabul government is optimistic about a surge in American troops in the
country to quell the resilient insurgency, while the Taliban militants are warning Washington
against this move. President Trump was joined at the Camp David meeting by Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence, Defense Secretary James Mattis, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, CIA Di-
rector Mike Pompeo and National Security Adviser H.R. McMaster.

"The president is studying and considering his options and will make an announcement to
the American people, to our allies and partners, and to the world at the appropriate time,"
White House Press Secretary Sarah Sanders told reporters after the meeting.

Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung: Trump will Afghanistan-Kurs verkinden
(20.08.2017)

Der amerikanische Prasident Donald Trump hat Uber seinen kiinftigen Afghanistan-Kurs ent-
schieden. Er will ihn am Montagabend in einer Rede an die amerikanischen Truppen und das
Volk bekanntgeben, wie das WeiRe Haus am Sonntag mitteilte. Trump war am Freitag mit
fuhrenden Kopfen seines Sicherheitsteams zu abschlieRenden Beratungen zusammenge-
kommen, aber hatte danach lediglich getwittert, dass Entscheidungen zu Afghanistan gefal-
len seien.

In der Mitteilung des WeilRen Hauses hiel3 es, Trump wolle ,,uber den kinftigen Pfad beim
amerikanischen Engagement in Afghanistan und Sudasien informieren®. Trump hatte die Mi-
litars mit der Ausarbeitung neuer Plane beauftragt. Hintergrund sind wachsende Befurch-
tungen, dass die internationale Koalition und die Sicherheitskréfte der afghanischen Regie-
rung im Kampf gegen Taliban und Al-Kaida zunehmend an Boden verlieren.
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Das Statement von US-Prasident Donald Trump

White House: Remarks by President Trump on the Strateqy in Afghanistan and
South Asia (21.08.2017; The White House/ Office of the Press Secretary)

Vice President Pence, Secretary of State Tillerson, members of the Cabinet, General Dun-
ford, Deputy Secretary Shanahan, and Colonel Duggan. Most especially, thank you to the
men and women of Fort Myer and every member of the United States military at home and
abroad. We send our thoughts and prayers to the families of our brave sailors who were in-
jured and lost after a tragic collision at sea, as well as to those conducting the search and
recovery efforts. | am here tonight to lay out our path forward in Afghanistan and South
Asia. But before | provide the details of our new strategy, | want to say a few words to the
service members here with us tonight, to those watching from their posts, and to all Ameri-
cans listening at home.

Nachberichterstattung

TOLO News: Ghani Welcomes Trump'’s Strategy On Afghanistan (22.08.2017)

“l am grateful to President Trump and the American people for this affirmation of support
for our efforts to achieve self-reliance and for our joint struggle to rid the region from the
threat of terrorism,” Ghani said in a statement issued by Presidential Palace hours after
Trump’s strategy announcement.

“The new strategy will increase the capacity in the Resolute Support mission,” Ghani said in
the statement. “It will particularly emphasis on enhancing the Afghan air power, doubling
the size of the Afghan Special Force and deepening NATO'’s ability to train, advice and assist
Afghan security forces.” “Following this strategy towards stability allows the region to work
together in achieving mutual goals of peace and prosperity, and provide a clear pathway for
the regional countries to end support for non-state actors,” Ghani added. He said US and
Afghan partnering is stronger than ever in overcoming the threat of terrorism that threatens
all.

Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung: Von der Leyen begruf3t Trumps Afghanistan-Plane
(22.08.2017)

Verteidigungsministerin Ursula von der Leyen (CDU) hat begrif3t, dass die Vereinigten Staa-
ten ihr Engagement in Afghanistan fortsetzen und nicht beenden. Es sei positiv, dass die
Vereinigten Staaten jetzt lageabhéngig ihre weiteren Schritte entscheiden und nicht nach
dem Wahlkalender, sagte die Ministerin am Dienstag beim Besuch eines Marine-
Ausbildungszentrums in Eckernférde. Positiv sei aulRerdem, in Afghanistan die Bereiche mili-
tarische Einséatze, Entwicklungshilfe und Diplomatie zu vernetzen und als ein Konzept zu be-
trachten.

Langfristig musse Afghanistan selbst die Verantwortung tbernehmen, um die radikalislami-
schen Taliban zu bekdmpfen und die Zukunft des Landes zu gestalten. Auf die Frage, ob
Deutschland seine Truppen in Afghanistan aufstocken werde, verwies von der Leyen darauf,
dass die Bundeswehr im vergangenen Jahr ihre Truppenstarke um 18 Prozent erhdht habe,
wéhrend andere Lander Truppen abzogen hétten. Sie sehe daher die Bundeswehr nicht an
erster Stelle fur eine weitere Verstarkung. Auf die Nachfrage, ob sie dem amerikanischen
Verteidigungsminister James Mattis irgendwelche Zusagen gemacht habe, sagte von der
Leyen: ,Es ist Uberhaupt nicht tber Zahlen gesprochen worden.*
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Der Spiegel: Trump will verscharft gegen Terroristen vorgehen (22.08.2017)

Donald Trump hat in einer Rede die neue Afghanistan-Strategie Amerikas vorgestellt. Einen
raschen Abzug der Truppen werde es nicht geben, sagte der US-Prasident im Stiutzpunkt
Fort Myer im Bundesstaat Virginia. Die Konsequenzen eines schnellen Riickzugs seien vor-
hersehbar - und nicht akzeptabel. Es wirde ein Machtvakuum entstehen, das Terrorgruppen
fur sich nutzen wirden. "Wir durfen in Afghanistan nicht den Fehler wiederholen, den unse-
re Anfuhrer im Irak gemacht haben."

Im Wahlkampf hatte Trump wiederholt gesagt, er sei fur einen Abzug der US-Truppen aus
Afghanistan. Auch jetzt sagte Trump, sein erster Instinkt sei gewesen, die Truppen abzuzie-
hen. Seine Einstellung habe sich aber geandert, als er Prasident wurde und im Oval Office
sal3.

Kunftig wirden die USA keine Informationen mehr Uber Zeitpunkte von Angriffen oder
Truppenstarken bekanntgeben, sagte Trump. "Wir werden nicht sagen, wann wir angreifen
werden. Aber wir werden angreifen."” Die "Mdrder" mussten wissen, dass es keinen sicheren
Platz fur sie gebe; dass Amerika sie Uberall erreichen werde. "Wir kampfen, um zu gewin-
nen." Den USA gehe es nicht darum, Nationen aufzubauen, "wir téten Terroristen".

Neue Zurcher Zeitung: Afghanistan ist nun Trumps Krieg (22.08.2017; Autor: Beat

Ammann)

Préasident Trump hat am Montagabend (Ortszeit) sein kinftiges Vorgehen im Krieg in Afgha-
nistan vorgestellt. Demnach lasst er sich von einem «auf Prinzipien basierten Realismus»
leiten. Das amerikanische Volk sei des seit 2001 dauernden Krieges Uberdrussig, eines
«Krieges ohne Sieg». Er teile diese Frustration.

Er sagte, Amerika sei unter seiner FUhrung nicht langer im Geschaft des «Nation Building» —
also des Versuchs, in Afghanistan oder anderswo eine Demokratie nach amerikanischem
Vorbild zu schaffen. Der Prasident umschrieb Amerikas Mission mit unmissverstandlicher
Klarheit: «We are killing terrorists.»

Tagesschau.de: Erleichterung in Berlin (22.08.2017)

Die Bundesregierung hat zufrieden auf die Ankiindigung der Vereinigten Staaten reagiert,
die Zahl ihrer Soldaten in Afghanistan zu erhéhen. "Auf dem Weg zur Stabilisierung des
Landes" sei der Einsatz am Hindukusch weiterhin notwendig, so eine Regierungssprecherin.
Gleichzeitig forderte sie, einen Dialog mit "den Teilen der Taliban" aufzunehmen, die zu ei-
nem friedlichen Ausgleich bereits seien. Ob es dazu kommt, ist fraglich. US-Prasident Do-
nald Trump hatte in seiner Rede angekiindigt, die USA wiirden sich kunftig verstarkt um die
Bekampfung des Terrorismus kimmern. "Wir machen keine Staatenbildung mehr, wir tdten
Terroristen”, so Trump.

Die Welt: Trumps Kehrtwende kénnte Folgen fur deutsche Soldaten haben
(22.08.2017; Autor: Christoph B. Schiltz)

Donald Trumps Ankundigung, er wolle den Einsatz am Hindukusch auf unbestimmte Zeit
fortsetzen und sogar ausweiten, setzt die Nato-Lander unter Druck. ,,Wir werden nicht wie-
der Staatsaufbau betreiben — wir werden Terroristen toten“, hatte Trump in seiner Strate-
gie-Rede erklart. Und hinzugefugt: ,Vergeltung wird schnell sein und machtvoll.” In
Washington hiel es inoffiziell, die USA wirden rund 4000 weitere Soldaten in Afghanistan
stationieren. Derzeit haben die USA etwa 8400 Soldaten in Afghanistan stationiert, den
Grof3teil davon im Rahmen der Nato-Ausbildungsmission ,,Resolute Support*.
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Nato-Chef Jens Stoltenberg begrufRte die Ankiindigung Trumps. Die Allianz stehe weiterhin
zu dem Land. Es bleibe Ziel der Nato, dass Afghanistan nie wieder ein sicherer Ruckzugsort
fur Terroristen werde. Auch Berlin reagierte zufrieden. ,,Es ist richtig, und die Bundesregie-
rung hat lange Zeit dafur geworben, dass ein Ende des Einsatzes an die Bedingungen vor
Ort geknupft wird“, sagte eine Sprecherin.

Khaama Press: Pakistani army chief reacts at new US strateqy for Afghanistan,
South Asia (24.08.2017)

Chief of staff General Qamar Javed Bajwa at reacted at the new US strategy for South Asia
as President Donald Trump harshly criticized Pakistan’s role in the fight against terrorism
and presence of terror safe havens in the country. The military wing of the Pakistani mili-
tary, Inter Services Public Relations, in a statement said “Mr David Hale, US Ambassador to
Pakistan called on Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Qamar Javed Bajwa at GHQ today.
The Ambassador briefed COAS about new US Policy.” The statement further added “The
Ambassador said that US values Pakistan’s role in the war against terror and is seeking co-
operation from Pakistan to resolve the Afghan issue.”

Washington Post: 1 believe in the Afghan people,’ says top U.S. military command-
er in Afghanistan (26.08.2017; Autor: Pamela Constable)

Pamela Constable, The Washington Post's Kabul bureau chief, sat down this week with the
top U.S. military commander in Afghanistan, Gen. John W. Nicholson, Jr., for a wide-ranging
interview after President Trump's announcement of a new U.S. strategy for Afghanistan. Ni-
cholson expressed his determination to see Islamic State militants defeated there, and Tali-
ban insurgents driven to seek political reconciliation. He praised Afghan President Ashraf
Ghani for pressing to reform and professionalize the Afghan defense forces, and expressed a
strong emotional connection with the Afghan people.

Express: Donald Trump tackles Afghanistan unrest, says SIR RICHARD STAGG
KCMG (27.08.2017; Autor: Sir Richard Stagg KCMG)

Fifteen years of Western investment has made a real difference. Massive improvements in
healthcare and education, particularly for girls. A free press and 20million mobile phones
(from zero under the Taliban). Even the security situation is less difficult than generally as-
sumed. | visited Afghanistan last month and spent three days travelling freely around the
north, staying with Afghan families. But many of the hopes of 2001 have proved misguided
or misplaced. Attempts to build a Western-style society in the Hindu Kush have largely
failed. Pouring large quantities of aid into the country delivered benefits but it also helped to
turbocharge corruption. The belief that the Taliban had been defeated in 2001-2002 was an
illusion: they had simply fled to Pakistan. Meanwhile, our attempts to stamp out opium pro-
duction were not just an expensive failure but they made us the enemy of thousands of Af-
ghans with no alternative livelihoods — hence the terrible difficulties our troops faced in
Helmand. Against this backdrop, President Trump’s speech is welcome. It is based on the
advice of experienced professionals. It is designed to prevent Afghanistan reverting to un-
governed space from which international terrorists can again threaten Western interests. It
involves a longer term US commitment to Afghanistan, without a deadline for withdrawal. It
rightly puts the spotlight on the role of Pakistan.
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taz.de: Fatal fur die Zukunft (27.08.2017; Autor: Thomas Ruttig)

In seiner Afghanistanrede am Montag hat sich US-Prasident Donald Trump &uf3erst wider-
spriuchlich zum Thema Staatsaufbau geéuRert. Einerseits erteilte er dem dringend notwen-
digen Aufbau funktionierender Institutionen eine Absage. Andererseits kiindigte er an, er
wolle in Afghanistan alle ,, diplomatischen, 6konomischen und militarischen“ Mittel einsetzen
— das ist nichts anderes als der Werkzeugkasten genau daftr. Ohne diese Schwache zu be-
heben, kann man den Zauberwirfel von Konflikten, mit dem das Land zu kdmpfen hat, nicht
sortieren. Demokratisch aussehende Institutionen bestehen, sind aber Uberwiegend nur
Fassade fur ein vordemokratisches System. Die wichtigen politischen Entscheidungen wer-
den im Kichenkabinett des Prasidenten und mithilfe von Deals zwischen ethnopolitischen
Fraktionen getroffen. Das hebelt in der Praxis die leistungsorientierten Prinzipien aus, von
denen der Prasident so gern spricht. Fortschritte sind meist nur gegen dieses System mog-
lich und erfordern viel Mut sowie Widerstandskraft gegen die Verlockungen der endemischen
Korruption.

The Guardian: The Observer view on US strateqgy in Afghanistan (27.08.2017)

Donald Trump’s view on the conflict in Afghanistan was highly critical in 2011 when he
tweeted that the US was “wasting lives and money” there. He later termed Barack Obama’s
strategy a “complete waste”, saying it was “time to come home”. Trump stood on his head
last week, ordering the deployment of additional American troops and committing the US to
an open-ended war that he vowed to “fight to win”. So which Trump is right — the pre-
election sceptic or today’s ardent warrior? The answer is neither.

When Obama took office in 2009, he raised US troop levels to around 100,000, part of a
Nato force of about 150,000. His plan was to turn around a war that had already dragged
on too long, then hand over to better-trained and equipped Afghan army and police forces.
The handover duly took place in 2014, but the conflict was not over. Since then, security
has steadily deteriorated.

Obama was right to try, and Trump wrong to prematurely scorn his efforts.

TOLO News: Trump: Afghanistan ‘A Frontier Between Barbarism and Civilization
(28.08.2017)

Addressing a joint press conference on Monday night with the President of Finland, Sauli Ni-
inistd, US President Donald Trump expressed gratitude over Finland’s contributions to the
coalition efforts in Afghanistan.

Trump said: “In Afghanistan, Finland provides troops and financial contributions to support
the Afghan National Defense and Security Forces on a modern-day frontier between barba-
rism and civilization. That's what you have - it's barbarism versus civilization. We are par-
ticularly grateful to the Finnish citizens who have sacrificed for our mutual security.”

He said the US remains committed to supporting Afghanistan, and it is a dedicated member
of the global coalition against Daesh.
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