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' Francis Fukuyama, The Origins of Political Order, 327.
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FIGURE 3. The Scope of State Functions

source: World Bank, The State in a Changing World

‘17|1m: Wfﬁa, Political Order and Polilical Decay, 97 58
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W povemment effectiveness O control of cormuption

FIGURE 5. Government Effectiveness and Control of Corruption, Selected
Countries, 2011

flun: wifsde, Political Order and Polilical Decay, %11 52.
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An Abstract of the Book
Political Development for Sustainability

By Dr.Vichai Tunsiri

By the criteria of Samuel Huntington set out in his famous
“Political Order in Changing Societies” (1968), Thailand is far
from being a developed polity. With so many coups d’état
dotting the time-line of its political history since the so-called
Revolution of 1932, Thailand is perhaps among those third-world
countries, reputed for frequent military coups.

And yet we surprisingly do not often come across any
academic work diagnosing the strength or weakness of her pol-
ity and every coup often ends up with a beautifully written
constitution, which keeps ever longer as time progresses.

The present work is an analytical study of comparative
politics, with Thailand as the main target for political reform-
more comprehensive than my previous works. It is inspired by
Francis Fukuyama’s famous work, in the two volumes, “The
Origins of Political Order”, (2011) and “Political Order and
Political Decay”, (2014)

Fukuyama picked up the main theme of his mentor,
Professor Huntington, in the famous work “Political Order in
Changing Societies”, that under-developed polities remained
under-developed on account of the lack of political institution-
alization. According to his thesis, a developed polity ought to
be based on threefold developments: a strong state, the rule
of law, and an accountable government (parliamentary
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democracy). The development of all three institutions is hardly
simultaneous, and different states may follow different
patterns.

England, for example, could establish the rule of law
early in the middle age, while the Parliamentary system took
much longer time to establish from 1215 till 1688-1689 and that
had to go through barons’ war and civil war in the middle of
the 13" century and the 16" century, and the Revolution of
1688. A Strong State — Weberian - like system, only came later
in the late nineteenth century.

U.S.A,, as its inhabitants migrated from England, has self-
governing communities from the beginning of the settlements,
and after independence, in 1784, soon introduced “Democracy”,
by the extension of universal suffrage in the late 1820’s before
it acquired a strong, efficient bureaucracy. Accordingly U.S.A. had
the problem of patronage and clientelism, (in other words,
corruption) till the first half of the 20" century.

France follows a different pattern from England. France
developed the principle of the rule of law early on like the
English, but her parliamentary system (Estate — Generale) was
not developed, until the Great Revolution in 1789. The revolu-
tion generated so many diversifying political ideologies which
impacted on instability of parliamentary system until the
fifth Republic — or Gaullist = Republic in 1958, whereas the
Napoleonic Code (the great Civil Code) of 1804 succeeded in
establishing a stable civil service system, which has been staffed
by well-trained civil servants from many grand ecoles and a
polytechnique established in the Napoleonic era. France is
thus distinguished by its strong state and only later in the midst
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20" century, by a Paliamentary-Presidential system.

In short, different polities may follow different routes to
their destinations, depending on historical and political circum-
stances of each individual polity. However a strong state if it
precedes parliamentary democracy might ensure a successful
democracy like Germany which evolved from a strong, bureau-
cratic state of Prussia, become a Parliamentary democracy after
the 1° World War.

Moreover, the dynamic of the system is derived from the
interaction among different factors such as Economic Growth,
social mobilization, ideas/ legitimacy, State building, rule of law,
and democracy, as shown in the figure below

Economic Growth Social Mobilization

~,

Ideas / Legitimacy

AN

State Building Rule of Law Democracy

For example, economic growth leads to social mobility,
creating new social classes, e.g. middle-class which in turn im-
pacts on “democracy”. In all these processes, the center piece
should be the “ideas”, regarding what is legitimate, what is just,
and what should bring prosperity to mankind.
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All these comparative studies, and analysis should serve
the purpose of strategic planning for political development of
Thai society in the next generation. The last three chapters of
this work are dedicated to reform recommendations which look
back to King Rama V’s reforms to strengthen the Thai State as
the most appropriate reform tasks at that time, and need further
extension and deepening in the subsequent regimes, such as
the experiment on the Cabinet System, headed by the King. And
also regrettably that the Japanese constitution of 1889 was not
adopted by the Thai elites instead of the 1932 so-called per-
manent constitution. The subsequent two chapters are also
devoted to educating and creating leadership for serving the
state, in a similar manner as the Prussian education reform in
the first quarter of the nineteenth century, and finally to redirect
the educations process for the purpose of character training in
line with democratic leadership, self-reliance and moderation
(temperance) and also in line with King Bhumibol’s new
philosophy of self-reliance and self-sufficiency.
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