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Founding Partners Jan Gehl & Helle Søholt  
3 offices in Copenhagen, New York & San Francisco 
Owned by 7 international partners    
 



Knowledge organisation  
Urban research & Design 
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Cities  
for  
People 
2010 
- now a  
global title 



“How to study public life”, 2013 (Jan Gehl & Birgitte Svarre) 
 

 



Life 

Space 

Buildings 

Goal: Cities for People 
Approach: Life, Space, Buildings 



 

  

Change of Paradigm 

WANTED:                         
Lively City                           
Attractive City                                            
Safe City                              
Sustainable City                  
Healthy City 



“Towards a great city for people” 
Gehl Architects, July 2013 



July 2013 



Ulitsa Tverskaya, Moscow 

December 2011                       July 2013 



Mayor of Moscow Sergei Sobyanin 



A soft vision  
…and leadership 

Copenhagen municipal vision 2009 
We will become the world’s most 
liveable city: a sustainable city with 
urban space inviting people to a 
unique and varied urban life. We will 
become a metropolis for people. 



Both a people and  
a climate vision 



International acclaim 

14-01-
2016 



A people focused national architecture policy 
(2014) 

”We will build for people. We will develop cities 
and places where it is pleasant to be, where we 
can meet (each other) in inspiring surroundings.” 
– Danish Minister of Culture, Marianne Jelved 



Copenhagen vision 2016:  
Community, responsibility, lively – with an edge… 

Headlines 
A lively city 
A city with edge 
A responsible city 
 
Keywords: 
Involvement 
Sharing 
For everybody 



It wasn’t always like that 

 

 1954 



From car invasion 

 

 

....to people places 



1962 First Pedestrian street 

1973 Network of streets 

2013  More and more places to stay 

More than 22 squares that used to be 
parking lots are now people spaces 



“Strøget” before 1962 

They said it cannot be 
done 
The shops will die! 
The climate is wrong! 
It is not our culture! 



“Strøget”  to day 

80.000 people per 24 hours in the summer 
The shops had a great time! 



People are staying longer…. 

 



…………………………and longer 

 



….and longer 

 Almost 4 times more space  

= Almost 4 times more activity 

We changed culture 



Phase 1:  
1960-1980: Pedestrian Streets 
 (Walking / Promenade) 

Before                                       After 



Phase 2: 
1980-2000:  Car-free Squares / Cafées 
(Staying / Recreation ) 



Phase 3: 
2000 -  : Activity Parks / “Playgrounds” 
(Playing / Sports / Activities)   



New Copenhagen Street:       
2 car lanes 
Street trees 
2 bikelanes 
2 sidewalks 
-and a good median for 
 safe street crossings 

”Old” Copenhagen Street:     
4-5 car lanes 

Phase 4: 
General improvements 
for pedestrians and public 
life throughout the city. 
Walk, be safe, enjoy  



Priority for pedestrians and bicyclists: 
Sidewalks and bicycle tracks are taken 
across all the smaller side streets 



City planning  
in siloes  
  

Cross-departmental project 
groups and steering 
committees  
  =  
Holistic people oriented 
planning 

From 
  

To  

A broad approach 
…and an organisation across 



Med  

New partnerships and platforms 
Public transport and BMW 



Hardware 
…and software 



Numbers still go up 

Super bicycle highways  
for longer distances 



70% continue to bike in the Winter 
 

 



 
 

Why do Copenhageners bike? 
Is it because of the environment? 

More than 90,000 
tons of CO2 saved 
every year because of 
Copenhageners 
bicycling 

1%     
Says yes 

 

 

 

 
Copenhagen Bicycle 
account 2006 

 



 
 

    
For economic reasons? 
 

6%     
Says yes 

 

 

 

 
Copenhagen Bicycle 
account 2006 

 



 
 

   
To get excercise? 

 

19%     
Says yes 

 

 

 

 
Copenhagen Bicycle 
account 2006 

 



 
 

Is it because it is fast, easy and convenient? 
 

61%     
Says yes 

 

 

 

 
Copenhagen Bicycle 
account 2006 

 



Why is it fast, easy and 
convinient? 
 

User friendly systems 
 



...Not always the case 

 ? 



Continous improvements 

 



Biking in Copenhagen 

A fine grain bicycle 
network 

 



Cycles on commuter trains – no charge  
Convenience, Convenience, Convenience! 



Cycles on commuter trains  
– flex compartment: Cycles, prams, wheel chairs 
 

 

Copenhagen Commuter train S-train  



User friendly cycle infrastructure 

”The cycle track is 
coming to you where 
you need it!” 
 
 
Copenhagen style 
bicycle tracks 
 
Principles: 
Pedestrians  
Bicyclists  
Parked cars  
Moving traffic 
 



User friendly cycle infrastructure 

18-20 % increase in bicycle and 
moped traffic and 9-10% decrease 
in car traffic is the effect of the 
introduction of cycle tracks.  

5-7% increase in bicycle and 
moped traffic and no change in 
car traffic is the effect of the 
introduction cycle lanes.  

Report by Søren Underlien Jensen Trafitec 
Aps 2007 about the effects of cycle tracks in 
Copenhagen 



New e-City Bikes with tablet computer, 
Copenhagen 2014 

Green wave for bicycles 
Smart solutions as part of the vision: a city for people 



New Nørreport Station Square – bicycle parking 
– The plan is shaped after the foot prints of people crossing it 
 

Arch: COBE and Gottlieb Paludan Architects 2015 



Bicycle tracks Nørrebrogade 2011  
Double size bicycle tracks (40.000 bicycles/day) 

Dronning Louises Bridge 2011 



A fast and a slower lane 

Continuous improvement 
New initiatives - hardware 



Continuous improvement 
New initiatives – software – borrow a bike 



For everybody 
Children are visible – on their own or transported 



More than 50% bike to work 

50% reduction of accidents 

80% feeling safe bicycling 

 
 

The Best Bicycle City in the World  
Aim for 2015 

The Best Bicycle City in the World  
Aim for 2015 

More than 50% bike to work 

80% feeling safe bicycling 

  50% reduction of accidents 



Biyearly 
Bicycle accounts 

www.cycling-embassy.dk 



It wasn’t always like that 
More bikes than cars – the efforts pays off 
 



A change of paradigm 
 
From cities for cars and 
Cities as transport systems  
 
To Cities for people 
 
And part of that  
has to do with cycling 
- The hardware  
as well as the software 



Pragmatic 
…and poetic 
A climate  
neighbourhood 



Testing new ground 

Tredje Natur 



And it works… 



Climate + Park renewal 

Enghaveparken, Vesterbro, Copenhagen, Tredje Natur 



Tredje Natur 



Tredje Natur 



Making people visible 
- documenting public life 



Pragmatic, poetic and political 

Public space public life studies 
Copenhagen 1986, 1986, 1996, 2006 
Without the public life studies from the School of Architecture, 
we politicians wouldn’t have had the courage to  implement the 
many projects to increase the attractiveness of the city” 

Bente Frost, Mayor for Building and Construction, Copenhagen 1994-1997. 



Birgitte Svarre 
birgittes@gehlarchitects.dk 

www.gehlarchitects.com 

#citiesforpeople 

 

 

 

 

Sustainable  
Livable 
Copenhagen 


	Sustainable �Livable Copenhagen
	Slide Number 2
	Knowledge organisation �Urban research & Design
	Cities �for �People�2010�- now a �global title
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	A soft vision �…and leadership
	Both a people and �a climate vision
	International acclaim
	Slide Number 15
	Copenhagen vision 2016: �Community, responsibility, lively – with an edge…
	It wasn’t always like that
	From car invasion
	Slide Number 19
	They said it cannot be done
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Priority for pedestrians and bicyclists:�Sidewalks and bicycle tracks are taken across all the smaller side streets
	A broad approach�…and an organisation across
	Med 
	Hardware�…and software
	Numbers still go up
	Slide Number 34
	Why do Copenhageners bike?
	   
	  
	Slide Number 38
	Why is it fast, easy and convinient?�
	...Not always the case
	Continous improvements
	Biking in Copenhagen
	Cycles on commuter trains – no charge �Convenience, Convenience, Convenience!
	Cycles on commuter trains �– flex compartment: Cycles, prams, wheel chairs


	User friendly cycle infrastructure
	User friendly cycle infrastructure
	Green wave for bicycles�Smart solutions as part of the vision: a city for people
	New Nørreport Station Square – bicycle parking�– The plan is shaped after the foot prints of people crossing it�
	Bicycle tracks Nørrebrogade 2011 �Double size bicycle tracks (40.000 bicycles/day)
	Slide Number 50
	Slide Number 51
	Slide Number 52
	The Best Bicycle City in the World �Aim for 2015
	Biyearly�Bicycle accounts
	It wasn’t always like that�More bikes than cars – the efforts pays off�
	Slide Number 56
	Pragmatic�…and poetic
	Testing new ground
	And it works…
	Climate + Park renewal
	Slide Number 61
	Slide Number 62
	Making people visible�- documenting public life
	Pragmatic, poetic and political
	Sustainable �Livable Copenhagen

