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Students in West  Bank and Jordan enjoy lessons on Equality and Tolerance 
 
At  t he end of May 2008, the first  school year in the classroom  program  on Civ ic 
Educat ion, developed in the fram ework of t he EU co- funded project  "Civic Educat ion as a 
Leverage for Peace" and im plem ented by the Konrad-Adenauer-St iftung and its partners 
has alm ost  f inished.   
 
Between May 19 th and May 22nd 2008,  proj ect  director  Dr. Lars Hänsel and proj ect  
m anager Annika Lübke visit ed students and teachers in Bethlehem , Jerusalem  and 
Jordan. Alessandro Cam po from  the EC delegat ion to Jordan, Thom as Birr inger, 
representat ive of KAS Ram allah and Gerrit  Schlom ach from  KAS Am m an accom panied 
the project  team  on part  of t he v isits.  
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During the v isit , teachers and students had the chance to give a short  evaluat ion on the 
program  and the values they have learned during the last  year. Outstanding was the 
change the students went  t hrough since the beginning of the year:  While at  our f irst  
visits in Septem ber and October 2007, t he m ajor ity of t he students felt  quit e skept ic 
about  t he whole proj ect  and were afraid of the so called "Norm alizat ion"  process, 8 
m onths later, m ost  students are very happy about  t he program  and are even asking for 
a cont inuat ion. I n addit ion to t he students, t he teachers too told us about  a change in 
their ways of teaching and in t heir percept ion both of t heir own students and of other 
people in general.   
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The students are t ry ing to im plem ent  now what  they have learned dur ing their lessons. 
"We received m any new ideas from  our teachers. This will help m e to becom e a bet ter  
person. And I  know now that  we have to change ourselves if we want  to change our 



situat ion" , one of t he students from  the Lat in School in Birzeit , West  Bank says:  "of 
cause, we have heard about  t he values of t olerance and equalit y before, but  now we 
also understand them " , she cont inues. But  not  only had the students received the 
program  in a good way. Rana Q. from  Ahliyye High School in Ram allah explains to us:  
"The new teaching m ethods showed m e a lot  about  m yself. I  am  m ore creat ive now, 
even in the other subjects I  am  teaching. And I  have learned to listen to m y students in 
a different  way. I  was very surprised how creat ive they are."   
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The Sweileh Secondary School in Am m anm  Jordan was founded 1951. Today, Jordanian, 
Circassian, I raqi and Palest inian students, m ainly from  t radit ional backgrounds study at  
the Gir ls’ school.  Because m any of the school’s students are com ing from  poor 
backrounds, the year ly fees of the public school are around the sym bolic am ount  of 6 
JD. The school’s Head Mist ress, Am al Boshek believes that  the proj ect  is a first  step 
towards m ore tolerance in t he societ y and very im portant  for both students and 
teachers. 
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The classroom  program  was aim ed to teach the students about  33 lessons on the 
subjects of "Equalit y" ,  "Tolerance", "Just ice and the Rule of Law" and "Act ive 
Cit izenship" .  I n t he second project  year, 44 addit ional classes from  I srael,  the 
Palest inian Autonom ous Terr itories and Jordan will j oin the proj ect . For t he veteran 
students and teachers,  the end of the school year 2007/ 2008 also m eans the end of 
their classroom  program . Many of the students are sad:  "We just  started to learn 
som ething very im portant  that  is changing our point s of v iew and our behavior. But  
there is so m uch m ore we want  to learn" , a student  from  Sawahreh High School for  Gir ls 
in East  Jerusalem  m ent ions. Their head m aster, Huda I . agrees with her students:  
"These lessons are very im portant  for our students. We want  them  to cont inue in 
addit ion to give new students the opportunity to study this program  as well."   
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The students are eager to study the program  and are act ively part icipat ing in the 
lessons. When being told t hat  t he program  is a j oined program  with I sraeli and 
Palest inian schools, the gir ls of the Lat in Secondary School on Zarqa, Jordan understood 
this as a chance to becom e m ore open and to get  t o know students from  other  
count r ies. Their parents were m ore skept ical and som e of t hem  st ill are. But  several 
talks with teachers and parents and the dissem inat ion of inform at ion about  the proj ect  
helped them  to accept  the program . They now understand that  their own society 
benefits from  the lessons which include the teaching of dem ocrat ic values such as 
"Equalit y",  "Tolerance", "Just ice and the Rule of Law" and "Act ive Cit izenship" . 
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Daliah Afaneh, one of t he two teachers at  t he Lat in Secondary School explains:  " I  really 
enjoy teaching them . I t  isn’t  always easy for m e to give them  the possibilit y to say their 
own opinion, but  I  have learned som ething new from  this project  that  I  am  now t ry ing to 
use in m y other classes as well."  And Muna I ., one of the two teachers at  Schm idt's Gir ls 
College in Jerusalem  will integrate the program  into her regular English classes. Most  of 
the other t eachers will follow Muna's exam ple. 
 
Dr. Michelle Sansour, t he Head Master of Ecole des Freres in Bethlehem  even wants to 
go further:  "The values of this proj ect  are equivalent  to the values of our order and to 
what  we want  to t each the children. Therefore we are very happy about  t he program  
and will now see how we can add it  to our regular curr iculum ."   
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Part  of the students had the opportunity t o part icipate in the joint  "Get -Together 
Workshop" which took place in March 2008 at  the Dead Sea and included 60 students 
from  I srael, t he Palest inian Autonom ous Territor ies and Jordan. The program  helped 
them  to receive the other students in a good way. "We cam e to the workshop to explain 
our own sit uat ion and to tell the other students how we are feeling. But  we also listened 
to them  and now, we understand their point  of v iew bet ter than before" , one student  
from  Schm idt ’s Gir ls Colleges says. "We are very happy to m eet  the I sraeli and 
Palest inian students. I t  was nice to hear their opinion and we have m ade new fr iends", 
the students from  Jordan are telling us. Unt il today, t he students are in touch by e-m ail 
and m essenger. And one of the students adds:  "Without  this program  and the lessons 
we studied in our classes, I  don’t  think I  would have really listened to t he other 
students. But  I  learned to be m ore tolerant  and that  I  need to listen to others if I  want  
them  to listen to m e."   
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