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1ded in 2003, the Muslim Attorney Centre Foundation (MAC)
ron-profit organization providing legal aid to Thai people.
ns to assist and promote access to justice and the rule of
n Thailand, particularly in the Southern border provinces.

four main objectives of the organization are:

To disseminate knowledge and information on human
rights and basic laws, for example, by including providing
consultations to individuals and civil society organizations

To assist people and organizations suffering from injustices
and human rights abuses

To collaborate with attorneys and human rights lawyers
to provide greater understanding that is useful to indi-
viduals, communities and the country

To associate with national and international human rights
organizations

the enactment of two special laws (the Martial Law Act
1457 (1914) and the Emergency Decree on Government
nistration in States of Emergency B.E. 2548 (2005), cov-
the provinces of Pattani, Yala, and Narathiwat, including
istricts of Chana, Thepha, Nathawee, and Sabayoy in
2, have been enforced, most people living in these
pecially Malay Muslims, have suffered from injustices.

:nforcement of these special laws has resulted in viola-
of the fundamental rights and liberties of the people,
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especially with regard to access to justice. Although there are
government sectors responsible for assisting affected people,
they have proven inadequate to ensure sufficient access for all
to the justice system. Moreover, while there are independent
organizations following government policies to help affected
villagers, these organizations are not effective in practice. This
was one of the most important reasons for establishing the
Muslim Attorney Centre Foundation.

MAC aims to assist people living in southern border areas who
are affected by special laws that inhibit their access to justice
by providing them a greater understanding and knowledge on
legal liberties and the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand.
MAC also associates with the Asian Institute for Human Rights
(AIHR), Thailand, to implement certain works such as campaigns
to eliminate the use of torture by law enforcement officials,
race discrimination and other human rights issues.

Currently, there are four offices of MAC: Central Muslim At-
torney Centre Foundation in Bangkok, Yala Muslim Attorney
Centre Foundation in Yala, Pattani Muslim Attorney Centre
Foundation in Pattani and Narathiwat Muslim Attorney Centre
Foundation in Narathiwat.

IMPACT

Muslim Attorney Centre Foundation (MAC) runs numerous
programs based on human rights and the justice system. The
important programs are:

I. Lawsuit Assistance: Muslim Attorney Centre Foundation
(MAC) aims to provide facts, legal consultations and
legal assistance without payment to the poor, especially
regarding lawsuits in the southern border areas.

2. Southern Paralegal Advocacy Network (SPAN): SPAN
is a network of paralegal volunteers trained to provide
basic legal services and to conduct legal education
within their communities and throughout the southern

border provinces. In addition, these volunteers assist
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MAC lawyers by communicating with local citizens in
Bahasa Melayu.

3. Human Rights Lawyers: In order to uphold justice for
the people, more than 350 Young Human Rights Lawyers
work in four southern provinces including Songkhla,
Yala, Pattani and Narathiwat.

4. Muslim Attorney Centre Foundation in 4 Provinces:
Muslim Attorney Centre Foundation (MAC) provides
4 assistance centres in 4 provinces: Bangkok, Yala, Pat-
tani and Narathiwat.

5. Handbook: 3,000 copies of “Laws and Regulations
related to Enforcement of Special Laws in South-
ern border provinces of Thailand in 2008” were
published to provide information and knowledge about
special laws and to introduce organizations working on
the justice system.

GOVERNANCE

The board members of Muslim Attorney Centre Foundation
(MAC) are selected on the basic of their administrative capaci-
ties and acceptance by the other members, and hold office for
two years. Internal Administration of MAC is different in each
province. MAC's board members of each province have a clear
scope of their work and they can handle works independently.

Monthly meetings are held to discuss and review short-term
issues, and an annual general meeting is arranged two times
a year to review and confirm the strategic plans. The Board
is actively consulted for governance and larger organizational
issues. Further, it approves the annul plan, budget and audited
accounts, and ensures the organization's compliance with laws
and regulations.

The board also plays an active strategic role. All board mem-
bers are encouraged to support resource mobilization efforts.
They are responsible for introducing the organization and serve
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as representatives of MAC to raise funds from national and

international organizations.

Muslim Attorney Centre Foundation (MAC) comprises five main
departments: Department of Human Resource Development,
Department of Public Relations, Department of Data Manage-
ment, Department of Finance & Accounting and Department
of Laws and Human Rights Assistance Services,

SUSTAINABILITY

Muslim Attorney Centre Foundation (MAC) has a documented
and well-defined resource mobilization strategy supported by
an action plan. The project proposal is a key means of resource
mabilization, and MAC is supported by individuals who have
experiences in international organizations and in writing project
proposals. Another method of mobilization is conducted via
direct mail and personal contacts. MAC and its partners, including
Walailak University, Khon Kaen University and The Resource
Alliance, arrange a conference with international organizations
to point out problems and its strategic directions.

MAC has a diverse donor base of grant-making institutions,
government organizations and international organizations. Its
donors include the American Bar Association, The Asia Foun-
dation, the International Commission of Jurists, EU, Konrad
Adenaure Stifung Foundation, the Open Society Institution,
the Swiss Embassy, the Fund for Global Human Rights and
the Ministry of Justice, Thailand. In 2010-201 |, MAC had total
revenues of THB 16,406,444.00.
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SOURCE OF FUND: 2010-2011

®  [ncome

CONTACT INFORMATION:

119/83 Village no.9, Sateng Nok Sub-District,

Muang District, Yala 95000

Phone: 073-242-210 Fax: 073-242-210

E-mail: admin@macmuslim.com, info@macmuslim.com
Website: www.macmuslim.com
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