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What does the Russian Federation 

mean to you in the year 2013? 
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2-$-3(4/& 5 2013 6#$7? 

Sven Sester MP: There are a lot of 

stereotypes about Russia. I may say that 

they are mostly related to economic and 

political stereotypes. If we look at Russia 

today and its political processes, we can 

see that the democracy remains only in 

words, not in real. In my opinion, the 

country with one party of more than 50% 

is not the best solution. Coalitions give a 

chance to develop the country. Second, 

there are economical stereotypes. I think 

that Russia has a strong state control. 

And this control in not only on legislative 

base, but something else. For example, 

there are examples, when businessmen 

spoke against the authority, and as a 

result, their business was closed or things 

were getting worse. Some stereotypes 

still exist. 
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Participants of the V. EU-Russia Dialogue during the 
debate. © KAS 
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Christoph Lanz: Russia is still a country 

in transition. It is going up and down, 

back and forth. I think it needs a long 

time until we see the Russian Federation 

at the end of its transition. 
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Bartosz Domaszewicz: Russia is 

perceived in Poland as a very 

unpredictable partner and not really much 

reliable, despite international 

commitments made by the Russian 

Federation. From the Polish perspective 

we are looking for a stable partner and 

stable relations.  
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Andis Kudors: We do not have so many 

stereotypes regarding Russia. I do not like 

that clichés of Hollywood movies. For us 

as neighbors it is probably more realistic. 

But I think Russia is divided - politically 

and in terms of values. 
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Which are the most important 

political challenges for Russia in the 

post-Medvedjev era in the upcoming 

years? 
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Sven Sester MP: To my mind, Russia 

has to put more attention on the fact that 

during the Soviet period the border was 

closed. Foreign thoughts and ideas were 

not easily accepted. Today Russia has a 

good chance to adopt positive experience 

of other countries, because Russia has the 
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great opportunity to become not 

artificially the most powerful country in 

the world. There was a time when Russia 

was to be feared. And nowadays, taking 

into the account the number of people 

living there, what opportunities the 

country has, Russia may become a great 

and powerful country, if politicians make 

the right decisions. 
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Ilya Kholodov: The most important 

political challenge will be the fight against 

corruption. 
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Christoph Lanz: Not to fall back into 

totalitarianism. The most important 

political challenges will be improving the 

economy and fighting corruption. 
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Bartosz Domaszewicz: Concerning 

home affairs, one of the most important 

political challenges for Russia is an 

opening up to civil society. In matters of 

foreign policy, the most important 

challenge will be the future relations to 

China and the European Union. But I am 

still thinking that the most important 

political challenge for the Russian 

Federation will be concerning home 

affairs.  
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Victoria Duka: Russia moves forward to 

a modernization course, which is very 

likely, because Russia has not only energy 

resources. Russia has also great human 

resources, which will be a very important 

part of a successful Russian 

modernization course. 
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Andis Kudors: The most important 

challenges will be economical issues like 

dependence of selling energy resources. 

Politically speaking the leadership has to 

become more open for reforms and 

modernization otherwise there will be 

some problems in the future. 
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Which are the most important 

political challenges for the European 

Union in the 21st century? 

Sven Sester MP: Europe has its own 

problems. They are related to the big 

amount of different nationalities that live 

in EU. But anyway the common interests 

for economical, political and cultural life 

unite these nationalities. Despite the 

common interests, everyone tries to 

protect their interests that are not match 

with the common in the global view. I 

think that there are some nuances that 

we can fix. The hot topic is related to 

economy. To my mind, we can see 

different situations inside the EU: some 

countries fulfill the criteria, some – not. In 

this case, it is difficult to play in the same 

game, when one plays with its own rules. 

Europe faces the task to understand that 

everybody has to play with the same 

rules. In my opinion, it is the most 

important challenge for Europe, and some 

countries have to understand it. 
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Ilya Kholodov: It will be difficult for the 

European Union, because the second 

wave of the economic crisis is coming. 

Germany and France will be the EU 

countries that play the main role in the 

fight against the crisis. But I think Europe, 

the West and Russia can work together to 

overcome the crisis. 
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Christoph Lanz: The economy will be the 

most important political challenge for the 

European Union in the next couple of 

years, as well as solving the fiscal 

problems and creating new jobs for the 

young generation. 
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Bartosz Domaszewicz: There are a 

couple of future political challenges for 
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the European Union, but one of the most 

important political challenges will be the 

economic condition, especially in the 

Eurozone. Another really important 

challenge will be to become better known 

among EU citizens. The EU should show 

their citizens that the EU is a matter of 

considerable importance with a lot of 

remarkable achievements.  
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Andis Kudors: The main political 

challenges for the European Union will be 

finding solutions for the current 

economical problems, controlling the Euro 

zone and realizing that there are a lot of 

skeptical people regarding the EU and a 

federal Europe. 
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How do you perceive the European 

debt and economic crisis in your 

home country? 

Sven Sester MP: The crisis affected 

Estonia as it is a small and dynamic 

country. Because of the crisis we had to 

reduce our export. We had to make 

drastic cuts. We are a part of Europe, and 

of course the crisis affected Estonia. It is 

important that the countries understand 

the reasons of the crisis. If we know the 

reasons, we will find the solution to get 

out of the crisis. To my mind, Estonia 

made right decisions during the crisis. We 

have lowered our costs, we critically 

looked at the situation and made the 

conclusion that we could not live above 

our abilities. Thanks to our findings, we 

were able to survive the crisis. 

Fortunately, we had economic resources 

and we were able to use them. Not every 

country had this chance and they had to 

increase interest rates. It was not 

necessary for Estonia: we survived. If we 

live with the money we have, everything 

will be good. 
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Ilya Kholodov: The situation is difficult 

for Russia, especially in the case of 

Cyprus, because a lot of Russians have 

money at Cypriot banks.  

Christoph Lanz: Everybody is talking 

about it all the time. So it is a major issue 

for people. I think as a German that I am 

better off than the most of the Western 

Europeans, which doesn’t mean it is not a 

fundamental problem for Germany as 

well. 

Bartosz Domaszewicz: Honestly, the 

first wave of the crisis didn’t really touch 

Poland so much. We didn’t have so many 

debts. We even profited from the crisis, 

because our economy was quite 

competitive compared to the others. 

Nevertheless we have to take care of the 

second wave, because our unemployment 

rate is growing. 
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Andis Kudors: We perceive it as a crisis 

that comes to an end for Latvia – it is our 

crisis as well. 
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Which global role does Russia play in 

the 21st century? And which global 

role does the EU play in the 21st 

century? 
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Sven Sester MP: Russia and EU play a 

big role. Everybody wants to see Russia 

as a partner. It is country with more that 

100 million people. This is a huge market. 

Speaking about economy, Russia affects 

not only Europe, but the whole world. 

Russian tourists are always welcome. At 

the same time, besides the economical 

perspectives, everyone is waiting for a 

stable political situation in Russia. We 

remember what was happening 30 years 

ago during the Cold war. We understand 

how Russia influences the economical and 

political situation worldwide. As I have 

already mentioned, Europe is the huge 

amount of united nations. They have 

common interests and values. If we look 
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at the economic situation, we can see that 

Europe is the largest trading partner in 

the world. Europe exports the biggest 

number of goods; more than America and 

China. So, if you know your opportunities 

and how to use them wisely, your future 

may be very successful. Europe and 

Russia are neighbors: they have common 

borders. It means that they can help each 

other and affect the entire world. 
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Christoph Lanz: Russia is still suffering 

from not being a world power anymore. 

They try to get back into this position all 

the time. But they have to understand 

that they are not a super power anymore. 

The European Union will play an important 

role, but not as important as many 

Europeans think. I think countries like 

China, India and maybe Brazil and of 

course the US will be the global players in 

the first decades of the 21st century.  
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Bartosz Domaszewicz: Regarding 

Russia, I think Russia is a really important 

partner we need and we, as the 

Europeans, should be a reliable partner. 

Furthermore we should take care about 

the whole region, because Russia will be 

an important access to the Asian Markets. 

Regarding the European Union, we need 

to speed up to become more competitive 

in the global economy.  
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Andis Kudors: The Russian role is not 

always constructive, for example, in the 

case of Syria. They want to show that 

they are against something. EU is a global 

player, but not really efficient, because 

we are not able to speak with one voice.  
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Which is the most painful heritage 

from the time of socialist 

Totalitarianism remaining in your 

country? 
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Sven Sester MP: It is difficult to say 

what the most painful heritage is. The 

whole period of totalitarism was absurd. It 

means that the time has been stopped for 

us for 50 years. It was a big problem for 

Estonia. I do not speak about the fact that 

Estonians were sent to Siberia, it is only 

one part. All this period was like a bad 

dream, but existed in reality. I cannot tell 

you the one example. 
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Ilya Kholodov: Our country has many 

painful heritages from the time of socialist 

totalitarianism, like the Ukraine or the 

Caucasus also have. 
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Victoria Duka: The main characteristic of 

modern Russian society is a certain 

degree of pessimism and a kind of 

unwillingness to take part in policymaking 

or social processes, which is related to the 

old regime. Nowadays Russian citizens are 

not willing to take a certain degree of 

responsibility of those processes. 

F-G90:-4 !CG.: +9<87A7??NK '9==:K 

?C =7B9D?GQ?:R D7?F MC8C>678:EN76  

D9IG ;7==:A:EAC : ?7>97 ?7O7IC?:7 

N@C=6<9<C6F < ;9I:6:>7 :I: =9L:CIF?JM 

;89L7==CM, >9698J7 =996?9=G6=G =9 

=6C8JA 87O:A9A. +7B9D?G B8CODC?7 

'9==:R=>9R 07D78CL:: ?7 O7ICK6 P8C6F 

?C =7PG ?: ACI7RQ7R 96<76=6<7??9=6: 

EC H6: ;89L7==J. 

 

What role do regions play in relations 

between Russia and EU? 
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Alexey Averyanov: Speaking about 

regions, about the city of St. Petersburg, 

the government of the city put a lot of 

attention to the interregional relations. 

First of all, to cross-border cooperation 

and to programs relating to cooperation 

with neighbor countries, Baltic countries 

and to regions that are close to St. 

Petersburg and Leningradskaja Oblast. 

These relations play a significant role, 

because the cross-border cooperation is 

an important tool to strengthen and 

develop relations not only between 

regions, but also between Russia and EU. 

It concerns also the political life, 
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economical perspectives and cultural 

exchange. I am convinced that these 

questions will also play an important role 

in future. 
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What does the “European Union” 

stand for in the year 2013 from your 

point of view?  
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Andis Kudors: In the past it was a 

project of peace and I think it was a 

successful project. Now it is more than a 

project of peace. The EU became an 

economic area with an own currency and 

economical challenges. Furthermore there 

is a trend to make the EU more federal, 

but on the other hand there are also 

movements in many countries against a 

federal Europe, including in Latvia. 

Unfortunately, it is true for Latvia that the 

European idea is too often a project of 

elites. 
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Russia was the last significant 

country that joined the WTO last 

year. How do you judge Russia’s 

accession amid worldwide economic 

turbulences and what are the 

consequences related to it for the 

relations between the EU and the 

Russian Federation?  
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Andis Kudors: We are strongly in favor 

of Russia’s decision to become a member 

of the WTO. But unfortunately, Russia is 

not ready to follow the rules of the WTO 

and probably western international actors 

will have to do something and tell Russia 

to follow the rules otherwise it is useless 

to call Russia a WTO. 
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Sven Sester MP: “Everybody wants to see Russia as a 
partner.” © KAS 

 

Sven Sester MP is the Chairman of the 

Committee on Finances in the Estonian 

parliament and mem ber of the national 

board of the “Pro Patria and Respublica 

Union” (IRL). He studied Economics and 

Informational Technologies at the Tallinn 

Technology University. After several 

leading positions in real estate 

investments activities in Estonia he also 

was the head of Estonia’s national lottery. 

In 2003 he joined the parliament. There 

he first acted as vice chairman of the 

economic affairs committee and since 

2009 he is chairman of the financial 

committee.  

 

 

 

Christoph Lanz is the Managing Director 

Multimedia Global of “Deutsche Welle” 

(DW), the German foreign broadcasting 

service. After his apprenticeship he 

started his career as journalist at 

“Südwestfunk” in Baden-Baden. In 1984 

he went to New York, where he was 

working for ARD and RTL as radio 

correspondent. Afterwards from 1985 to 

1989 he joined RIAS2, a radio-station in 

Western Berlin. In 1989 he changed from 

the station to the commercial radio FFH in 

Frankfurt Main. In this time radio FFH 

took over as market leader in Hessen 

radio market. After the peaceful 
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Christoph Lanz: “Russia is still a country in transition.” 
© KAS 
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revolution in 1989 he became editor-in-

chief at DW-Television. He had influenced 

the early years of international television 

in Germany very much. In 1998 he was 

responsible for the re launch of DW-

Television to a news-, information and 

culture channel. 2002 he was appointed 

Managing Director Television of DW. 

Moreover he is lecturer at several 

universities. 

Ilya Kholodov: “The most important political challenge 
for Russia will be the fight against corruption.” © KAS  

 

Ilya Kholodov is the political adviser to 

Vladimir Vasiljev MP, chairman of the 

parliamentary group “United Russia” in 

the Russian State Duma. He studied 

historical sciences at the State University 

of Tver and finished 2010 with a Master’s 

degree. He has been actively taking part 

in political activities such as the “Young 

Guard of United Russia”, the “Association 

of Young Entrepreneurs of Russia”, the 

“School of Young Leaders of Tver and 

Moscow”, “The Perfect School”, “I am 

volunteer” and “IT breakthrough”. In 

2010 he became a senior expert in the 

Committee on Youth of the Tver region. 

Since 2010 he has been also working in 

the Executive Committee of Tver Regional 

department of “United Russia”. From July 

2011 to November 2012 he was the 

chairman of the Tver Regional department 

of the Russian public organization “Young 

Guard of United Russia”. He is also a 

member of the City Council of Tver.  

:EA7?:I =6C6N= =6C?L:: D9 FFH 

>9AA78@7=>9B9 8CD:9 <9 08C?>TN867 ?C 

!CR?7. % H69 <87AG 8CD:9 FFH EC?GI9 

;9=6 I:D78C ?C 8J?>7 8CD:9 < $7==7?7. 

)9=I7 A:8?9R 87<9IKL:: < 1989 9? 

=6CI BIC<?JA 87DC>6989A DW-

67I7<:D7?:G. (? =:IF?9 ;9<I:GI ?C 

;78<J7 B9DJ A7ODN?C89D?9B9 

67I7<:D7?:G < $78AC?::. % 2002 B9DN 

9? PJI ?CE?C@7? N;8C<IGKS:A 

D:87>6989A 67I7<:D7?:G Deutsche 

Welle. 59I77 69B9, 9? @:6C76 I7>L:: < 

?7=>9IF>:M N?:<78=:676CM. 

 

+/D4 E0/0B06 G<IG76=G ;9A9S?:>9A 

D7;N6C6C, I:D78C T8C>L:: "&D:?CG 

'9==:G",  $9=NDC8=6<7??9R 2NAJ '0, 

%ICD:A:8C %C=:IF7<C. (? N@:I=G < 

/<78=>9A B9=NDC8=6<7??9A 

N?:<78=:6767 ?C :=698:@7=>9A 

TC>NIF6767. % 2010 B9DN 9>9?@:I 

ACB:=68C6N8N. (? C>6:<?9 N@C=6<N76 <9 

<=789==:R=>:M 9PS7=6<7??JM 

98BC?:ECL:R “!9I9DCG $<C8D:G &D:?9R 

'9==::”, “"==9L:CL:G A9I9DJM 

;87D;8:?:AC67I7R '9==::”, G<IG76=G 

98BC?:EC6989A : N@C=6?:>9A 

A9I9D7O?JM 9PS7=6<7??JM ;897>69< 

“Y>9IC A9I9D9B9 I:D78C /<78=>9R : 

!9=>9<=>9R 9PIC=6:”, >9?>N8= ;897>69< 

“1D7CIF?CG Q>9IC”, “# – D9P89<9I7L”, 

“IT-;898J<”. + >9?LC 2010 B9DC ;9 

?C=69GS77 <87AG 8CP96C76 < 

:=;9I?:67IF?9A >9A:6767 /<78=>9B9 

87B:9?CIF?9B9 96D7I7?:G ;C86:: 

„&D:?CG '9==:G“. (? 6C>O7 :EP8C? 

D7;N6C69A /<78=>9R $989D=>9R 2NAJ. 



 
 

 

 

12 

Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung e.V.  

 

 

May 2013 

 

www.eu-russland-dialog.eu 

Bartosz Domaszewicz is the chairman 

of the political youth organization “Young 

Democrats” (MZodzi Demokraci) in Poland. 

He earned a Master’s degree in 

International Relations at the University of 

Lodz in 2006. His specialization was 

American Studies and Mass Media. He 

started his political career as a member of 

the City Council of Lodz. Until 2010 he 

became vice-chairman of the “Young 

Democrats”. Since 2010 he is chairman of 

the branch of the “Civic Platform” and 

member of the City Council Lodz. 

 
Victoria Duka: “Russia has great human resources.” © 
KAS  

 

Victoria Duka is manager in German and 

European studies at the “Centre for 

German and European Studies” of the 

State University St. Petersburg. She 

graduated in 2010 at State University St. 

Petersburg, where she studied sociology 

and political sociology. Her main research 

work was about the problems of justice in 

contemporary armed conflicts. From 2008 

to 2009 she studied at the Hamburg 

University. 

Bartosz Domaszevicz: “We are looking for a stable 
partner and stable relations.” © KAS 

 

>.:90? !0@.?76-A G<IG76=G 

;87D=7DC67I7A ;9I:6:@7=>9R 

A9I9D7O?9R 98BC?:ECL:: “!9I9DJ7 

D7A9>8C6J” (MZodzi Demokraci) < 

)9IFQ7. (? ;9IN@:I =67;7?F ACB:=68C < 

9PIC=6: A7ODN?C89D?JM 96?9Q7?:R < 

3?:<78=:6767 X9DE: < 2006 B9DN. &B9 

=;7L:CI:ECL:G - CA78:>C?=>:7 

:==I7D9<C?:G : A7D:C. (? ?C@CI =<9K 

;9I:6:@7=>NK >C8F78N < >C@7=6<7 @I7?C 

B989D=>9B9 =9<76C X9DE:. 29 2010 B9DC 

9? =6CI ECA7=6:67I7A ;87D=7DC67IG 

“!9I9DJM D7A9>8C69<”, BD7 9? 

;87D=6C<IGI 98BC?:ECL:K ?C 

7<89;7R=>9A : A7ODN?C89D?9A N89<?7. 

+ 2010 B9DC 9? G<IG76=G ;87D=7DC67I7A 

96D7I7?:G „$8CODC?=>CG ;IC6T98AC“  : 

@I7?9A B989D=>9B9 =9<76C X9DE:.  

 

F-G90:-4 !CG. G<IG76=G =968ND?:>9A 

“-7?68C :EN@7?:G $78AC?:: : &<89;J” 

;8: $9=NDC8=6<7??9A N?:<78=:6767 

+C?>6-)7678PN8BC (CGES). (?C 

9>9?@:IC $9=NDC8=6<7??JR N?:<78=:676 

+C?>6-)7678PN8BC < 2010 B9DN, BD7 

:EN@CIC =9L:9I9B:K : ;9I:6:@7=>NK 

=9L:9I9B:K. &7 9=?9<?CG 

:==I7D9<C67IF=>CG 8CP96C  >C=CIC=F 

;89PI7A ;8C<9=ND:G < =9<87A7??JM 

<998NO7??JM >9?TI:>6CM. + 2008 ;9 

2009 9?C N@:IC=F < $CAPN8B=>9A 

N?:<78=:6767. 

 



 
 

 

 

13 

Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung e.V.  

 

 

May 2013 

 

www.eu-russland-dialog.eu 

Andis Kudors: “Russia is divided – politically and in 
terms of values.” © KAS 

 

Andis Kudors is the Executive Director of 

the Centre for East European Policy 

Studies (CEEPS) in Riga. He graduated at 

the International Law and Economics 

Program at the University of Latvia’s 

Institute of International Affairs. He is 

interested in the current foreign policy 

trends in Eastern Europe and post-Soviet 

countries. He is member of Foreign Policy 

Council at Latvian Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs. He has published several articles 

about Latvian-Russian relations, Russia’s 

foreign policy, Russian Orthodox Church, 

and ethnic integration process in Latvia. 

 

Alexey Averyanov is the counselor of 

the Chairman of the Committee for 

External Relations in Government of St. 

Petersburg. He studied in the law faculty 

of the State University St. Petersburg. 

Until 2008 he was the member of the St. 

Petersburg Bar Association. From 2001 to 

2006 he worked for Microsoft as the 

representative for protection of 

intellectual property in the North-West 

Federal District. 

 
 

 

 

)8B-3 #CB0:3 G<IG76=G 

:=;9I?:67IF?JA D:87>6989A -7?68C ;9 

:EN@7?:K ;9I:6:>: %9=69@?9R &<89;J  

(CEEPS) < ':B7. !" 9>9?@:I ;89B8CAAN 

A7ODN?C89D?9B9 ;8C<C : H>9?9A:>: < 

:?=6:6N67 A7ODN?C89D?JM 96?9Q7?:R < 

XC6<::. &B9 :?6787=NK6 67>NS:7 

67?D7?L:: <?7Q?7R ;9I:6:>: < 

%9=69@?9R &<89;7 : ;9=6=9<76=>:M 

=68C?CM. (? G<IG76=G @I7?9A +9<76C 

:?9=68C??9R ;9I:6:>: < !:?:=678=6<7 

1?9=68C??JM D7I. (? 9;NPI:>9<CI 

=6C6F: 9 IC6<:R=>9-89==:R=>:M 

96?9Q7?:GM, <?7Q?7R ;9I:6:>7 '9==::, 

'N==>9R )8C<9=IC<?9R -78><:, 

H6?:@7=>:M ;89L7==CM :?67B8CL:: < 

XC6<::. 

 

)/7G37H )67:D4806  G<IG76=G 

=9<76?:>9A ;87D=7DC67IG ,9A:676C ;9 

<?7Q?:A =<GEGA "DA:?:=68CL:: +C?>6-

)7678PN8BC, '9==:G. "I7>=7R "<78FG?9< 

9>9?@:I K8:D:@7=>:R TC>NIF676. 29 

2008 B9DC 9? PJI @I7?9A +C?>6-

)7678PN8B=>9R  "==9L:CL:: "D<9>C69<. 

+ 2001 ;9 2006 B9DC 9? 8CP96CI 

;87D=6C<:67I7A ,98;98CL:: 

“!CR>89=9T6” ;9 <9;89=CA ECS:6J 

C<698=>:M ;8C< < +V0(.  

Alexey Averyanov: “St. Petersburg puts a lot of efforts 
to interregional relations.” © KAS 

 

 


