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Development in Fragile Contexts:
African Civil Society Recommendations for the EU-US Development Dialogue
WORKSHOP FROM KONRAD-ADENAUER-STIFTUNG AND THE GLOBAL PUBLIC POLICY INSTITUTE WITH AFRICAN CIVIL SOCIETY ON OCTOBER 18 AT KAS, JOHANNESBURG
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The official recommendations can
be found by clicking on the following link:
http://www.kas.de/wf/doc/kas_36
046-1522-2-30.pdf?131122082751
(30/11/2013).
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decisive elements for successful conflict

ensuring that public institutions are ac-
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Support for the New Deal on fragile

The role of non-security related rea-

states

sons for fragility

Today, 1,5 billion people live in fragile

For

states. The g+7 group of conflict-affected
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at local levels, for example through mineral
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more
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prevention,

on how to achieve transition towards stable
and more prosperous states. At country

Gender inequality, discrimination against

level, it will be important to develop and
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monitor national compacts. As many fragile

ized groups are serious threats to prosperity

states lack the capacity to develop national

and development. Governmental partners

plans, to ensure its implementation and to

therefore should be held accountable for

monitor its progress, CSOs need to be more

ensuring the integration and proper political

closely included in the development of na-

participation of minorities and disadvan-
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cates for these underprivileged parts of so-
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critical to ensure that peace-building and
development initiatives in one country are

Beyond addressing local root causes of con-

as coordinated as possible. Because the re-

flict, also global factors have to be taken

silience of a society’s capacity to manage

into

change is decisive to prevent a relapse into
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ganized crime, as well as the flow of illicit
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to be raised in development debates by donors and CSOs.
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In order to support development in fragile

Oktober 2013

contexts, country-owned and locally driven
approaches are most effective. This includes
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the necessity of define development agendas at local level while being sensitive to
local

narratives

and

home-grown

ap-

proaches. Donors can support these processes by sharing their expertise and by coordinating their support and aligning their
policies with local strategies.
Weak institutions and a lack of political will
often prevent the provision of basic social
services in conflict-affected states. The lack
of the state’s legitimacy can increase fragility and poverty. EU and US donors can play
a crucial role by being enablers for the
building of stronger institutions, as they are
led by values instead of pure geopolitical
interests. Civil society can oversight these
processes and monitor corruption and inefficiencies that might occur.

