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Preparation for the Future

KAS-SAIIA ANNUAL CAREERS EVENING 2014, UNIVERSITY OF THE WITWATERS-

RAND

The Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung (KAS) in
partnership with its partner the South Af-
rican Institute of International Affairs
(SAIIA), hosted a Careers evening to en-
gage with students and explore on what
path a Humanities Degree can lead you.

On the evening of 20 August 2014, the Jan
Smuts Hall, home to SAIIA, on the Universi-
ty of the Witwatersrand campus was inun-
dated with throngs of intrigued students
about the careers event. This annual Ca-
reers evening event serves purpose to make
students, particularly those studying in the
Humanities, aware of what career opportu-
nities are available once they have complet-
ed their studies. The co-hosted event has
repeatedly proven to be a great success
with a new record attendance of 327 stu-
dents. This year a total of 14 exhibitors took
part, namely: SAIIA, the South African De-
partment of International Relations and Co-
operation, the Canadian High Commission,
the Embassy of France, the Embassy of the
United States of America, The German Aca-
demic Exchange Service (DAAD), the Kon-
rad—Adenauer-Stiftung (KAS), the United
Nations Information Centre, the Japanese
Exchange Teaching Programme, NEPAD,
GIZ, MSF - Doctors Without Borders, the
British High Commission, and the World
Bank Group. An interactive hour from 17:00
- 18:00, with the different exhibitors was
followed by an insightful panel discussion on
the success stories of the speakers.

As a student freshly graduating with a Hu-
manities degree, one is often posed the
bothersome question, “and what can you do
with that?” More often than not, students
themselves are not entirely sure what the

future holds in store from them. This seems
a dire situation to be in - and it is. However,
all is not lost. This opportunity for students
to engage with exhibitors to see what the
world has to offer them advertises intern-
ships, scholarships and various job opportu-
nities for students studying a Humanities
degree. It is also an important educational
step for students to see if what they have in
mind is reflected in the real-life setting. The
aim is to empower students with opportuni-
ties and knowledge of something that they
can look forward to.

A Little about the Speakers

After an ‘information overload’ from the ex-
hibitors it was time for some more intellec-
tual stimulation by a panel of speakers lead-
ing a discussion on what opportunities a
humanities degree has opened for them.
The first speaker, Nicole Fritz, is the Execu-
tive Director at Southern African Litigation
Centre, and spoke about how her admira-
tion for South African lawyers who fought
against apartheid led her into a career in
human rights. She advised students to be
flexible and to change with the world; this is
what a Humanities degree teaches you. The
second speaker, Panashe Chigumundi is a
columnist at Forbs Africa and a Project Ex-
ecutive at CNBC. Panashe explained how
she is inspired by the Black Consciousness
Movement’s use of media to change percep-
tions in South Africa. Panashe advises stu-
dents that passion is the key for success.
Passion will encourage harder work and
promote an honest way to live. Khaya
Dlanga, the third speaker, is the Senior
Communications Manager at Coca-Cola
South Africa, a blogger, a writer and a
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“thought leader”. Mr Dlanga is renowned for
his story telling and entertained the audi-
ence with heartfelt yet hilarious recollec-
tions of how he made it to his position to-
day. He suggests that the main aim of a
graduate should be to stand out and high-
light qualities about yourself that will let you
be remembered. He noted that he em-
barked on his journey without any degree,
which stretched him to make use of his
skills and imagination. Ending off the dis-
cussion is Lucy Balimba who is the Media
Campaign Manager at Massmart. She re-
ported that a Humanities degree gives one
the freedom to define who you are and
what values are important to you. Her
council to students is to use their degree as
a ‘shaping tool’ to define the essence of who
they are.

The points made by the speakers are very
prominent in the South African context and
deserve much thought by both students and
graduates. An event like this is a wonderful
opportunity for students to expand their
knowledge and for them to establish con-
nections - an activity less common in South
Africa.

The KAS Experience of the Evening

KAS plays an active role in aiding students.
Events such as this, as well as, sponsoring
authors, hosting discussions and debates,
and presenting platforms for think-tanks in
order to broaden knowledge are a few activ-
ities that KAS engages in. At the KAS stand
an array of publications were presented and
handed out to interested students. These
publications ranged in subject matter from
addressing environmental issues, to law,
economics and politics. The main aim this
year was to promote the KAS-SAIIA bursary
program for Masters Students. The program
offers financial aid with University fees, as
well as some living expenses. When able,
both KAS and SAIIA respectively, have
openings for internships which also expose
students to the vast political world.

Closing Remarks

All in all the evening was a huge success. All
exhibitors reported back satisfied with the

turnout and interest shown at their stands.
It is sure to be another success next year.
And remember that if anyone asks what you
can do with a Humanities degree and you
do not have an answer, you are formally
invited to our next careers evening. See you
there - the KAS Team.
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