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Executive Summary

The 80 Years Database of Thai Democracy

Prof. Dr.Chai-Anan Samudavanija, one of Thailand’s leading academic,
began a study on Thailand’s democracy in 1980, almost half a century after a
monumental change in its political system. Dr.Chai-Anan first had Mr.Peerasak
Chantavarin help gather information about the country’s political situation since
1932, the year Thailand switched from absolute monarchy to democracy. In
1998, Dr.Chaowana Traimas joined the study and together with Dr.Chai-Anan
compiled and developed basic political information database where updates of the
situation during 1932 and 2012 could be found.

The study was first published in 1980 and later became much sought-
after. It was then revised and edited for republishing in 1992. The third edition
came out also in 1992 with updates on political violence in May that year.

The fourth edition was issued in 1998, one year after the start of a new
era of democracy in Thailand. Remodeling of democracy, made possible by the
new constitution promulgated in 1997, helped stimulate the growth of the civic
sector, widen the public’s role in monitoring politicians and holders of state and
political offices, enhance public participation in charting a new course for the
country and pave the way for political, education and media reforms aimed at
strengthening civic movements from grassroots to national levels.

All these political developments could be seen throughout a decade after
the enforcement of the 1997 constitution during which the power and influence of
the military had diminished. However, the military coup in 2006 marked another
political turning point in Thailand. A series of political conflicts caused by
ideological clashes had erupted since the new constitution came into effect in
2007. The country, deeply divided even before the coup, had to suffer bloody
political violence in the middle of Bangkok in 2009 and 2010. Until now, Thailand
has still been unable to restore its political and social stability while there also
seemed to be no exit to all its political problems.

This book is the record of a 80-year journey — from 1932 to 2012 — into
Thailand’s political history. It contains basic information and facts about key
political events, some of them have never appeared anywhere before. Readers
will find the information useful for further study on the development and future
of Thai politics.
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Information in the book includes:

1.

© 00 =N o

10.
11.

12.
13.
14.

v
v

royal writings and announcements and statements issued in time of
political changes,

. a list of the names of members of Khana Ratsadon (The People’s

Party) and biographies of the group’s leaders,

. a list of Thailand’s prime ministers from 1932 to 2012,

. numbers of the constitution, general election, mutiny, revolution and

coup d’ etat from 1932 to 2006,

. Thailand’s constitutions issued between 1932 and 2007 and duration

each of them was in force,

. comparisons of all 17 constitutions,
. a list of all political parties of Thailand from 1932 to 2012,
. facts and statistics related to 24 general elections in Thailand,

. the use of military forces to force political changes in Thailand

between 1932 and 2007,
the rise to political power of military leaders,

a political chart showing political parties founded under the political
parties legislation between 1955 and 1998,

results of the general elections between 1933 and 2012,
developments of Thailand’s political parties during 1932 and 2012,

annex — short biographies of all Thai prime ministers in office between
1932 and 2012.
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