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Victory or Defeat against Islamic

State

MOBILIZING IRAQ’S SUNNI TRIBES

The Islamic State in lraq and Syria has
expanded its control over areas of
northwestern Iraq and northeastern
Syria since 2013. The terrorist group’s
ideological and organizational roots lie
in forces built and led by the late Abu
Musab al Zargawi in Iraq from 2002 till
2006 and Al-Qaeda®.

The IS uses every contemporary mode of
messaging to recruit fighters, intimidate en-
emies and promote its claim to have estab-
lished a caliphate?. The IS has worked to
legitimize its vision for a caliphate as laid
out in publications such as the English-
language magazine Dabig. The IS believes
that it has the duty to govern both the reli-
gious and political lives of Muslims, under
the leadership of Ibrahim Awad Ibrahim al
Badri al Samarra’i also known as Abu Bakr
al-Baghdadi®. Al-Baghdadi is both the IS’s
chief religious official and its senior states-
man. The IS sees itself as an all-
encompassing entity, one that eventually is
meant to shoulder all the responsibilities of
a traditional Islamic state*. After its infor-
mal inception in August/September 2014,
an international coalition of the willing
started to provide its direct or indirect sup-
port for the fight against IS on both the mil-
itary and logistic level. The 1S’ ferocious
ways have brought neighboring countries,
NATO members and others to fight IS. The
Obama administration as the main architect
of the alliance, focused on building the coa-
lition on the basis of a nucleus of Muslim
member states in the Gulf, including many

1 Congressional Research Service, “The ‘Islam-
ic State’ Crisis and U.S Policy, p.2

2 New York Times, Scott Shane & Ben Hub-
bard, “ISIS Displaying a Deft Command of Var-
ied Media.”

% Middle East Security Report 22, “ISIS Gov-
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Sunni Gulf states to fight against the so-
called caliphate. Among these Sunni Gulf
States are the U.A.E, Jordan, Saudi Arabia,
Bahrain and Qatar. Domestically, the 1S’
brutality also alienated numerous of Iraq’s
Sunni leaders, who originally welcomed the
group at first, because of fears of Shiite
domination. Now, the question still remains
whether U.S President Barack Obama can
rally the fractious coalition to fight against
the IS — including operations and likely
losses on the ground when recapturing ur-
ban centers of resistance such as Mosul - ,
and if the Sunni tribes in Iraq can fight
alongside the U.S-led coalition.

Iraq

During the times of Saddam Hussein Iraq
had been a highly centralized state domi-
nated by Sunni elites, who adapted policies
that considered sub-national identities as a
threat. In the aftermath of the US-led inva-
sion Irag’s conflict and instability were
caused by Sunni resistance to the idea of
ethno-sectarian power sharing - which re-
quired them to be a minority - including the
fact that the Iragi government is Shiite
dominated and the Kurds are trying to form
their own state within Iraq®. This process is
shaping the new political system, which
caused sectarian tension among the Mus-
lims — both Arabs and Kurds - and the com-
petition for leadership continues. To be
clear, in Iraq there are about 16-20 million
Arabs, 65-80 percent are Shiites while 20-
30 are Sunni Muslims. As for the Kurds,
there are about 3.6-4.8 million and the ma-
jority of them are Sunnis, about 10 percent
are Shiites®. The sectarian conflict and
competition among the Sunnis and Shiites
made it easier for IS to expand its territory
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in Iragq. Hatred between the Iraqgi Shiites
and Sunnis could be to the benefit of the
IS”. However not all Sunnis swore alle-
giance to the so-called Islamic State.

The Dulaim Tribal Resistance

Tribes have become an increasingly im-
portant part of Iragi society. There are
about 150 tribes in Iraq and some are ra-
ther large®. One of the largest is the Al-
Dulaim. It numbers between two and four
million and has a powerful social, political
and economic force with ties to royal fami-
lies across the Arab Gulf and Jordan®. Just
like any tribe it has to have a leader. Al-
Dulaim’s leader is Sheikh Ali Hatem Sulei-
man'®. Suleiman was one of the leaders of
the Sunni revolt in Ramadi, which was in
the end of 2013 against former Prime Minis-
ter Nouri Al-Maliki, who -through Sunni
eyes- was known for inflaming sectarian
tension. And Suleiman was also one of the
tribal leaders who helped the U.S defeat Al-
Qaeda in Iraq in 2006. Fed up of the IS ex-
tremism, he was ready to share information
with the U.S military regarding the 1S’ sup-
ply routes, their recruitment efforts and lo-
cation of some of the hostages back in Au-
gust 2014, However, Suleiman wanted the
U.S to deal with them directly and not
through the Iragi central government. How-
ever, the Obama administration denied
them an audience. Mark Al-Salih, a U.S
based lobbyist, who lobbies on behalf of Su-
leiman, expressed that, “These folks are
coming with actionable intelligence. The
tribes can identify with great accuracy
where the IS is, who’s supporting them,
how they’re getting their money and even
where they sleep at night.”*? Al-Salih ex-
plained that the U.S needs to work with
Sunnis that have intelligence on the ground,
who are being targeted by the IS and are
fighting against them*3. Some experts be-
lieve that conducting airstrikes without
proper intelligence or information on the
ground can result in causalities, especially
civilian causalities, which is what is happen-
ing at the moment. Fighting the IS needs
professional troops with proper advisors and

7 Independent, Patrick Cockburn, “War on
I1SI1S.”

8 University of Nebraska —Lincoln, “lraqgi Ethnic,
Tribal and religious groups”

® Reuter Special Report, “The doubt inside
Irag’s Sunni “revolution”,” Ned Parker & Sulei-
man Al-Khalidi
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experience. Air strikes are not enough be-
cause warplanes cannot occupy land, sol-
diers can. What warplanes can do is just
strike command areas and cause damage to
buildings and civilians but it cannot go be-
hind every terrorist. The U.S-administration
explained their side that the reason they are
not interested in supporting the Sunnis is,
that it would undermine efforts to create a
more comprehensive government in Bagh-
dad. Iraqi forces battling to take back Tikrit,
which has been under the IS’ control since
June 2014, are now in control of the city.
U.S aircrafts have bombed other parts of
Iraq but avoided Tikrit until March 25™" 2015
to avert appearing to be aiding Iranian
backed forces™. There is an overwhelming
number of Shiite militias and volunteers
armed and directed by Iran, which has rose
fears that their victory would promote sec-
tarian divisions in the majority Sunni city.
Arming and helping the Sunnis, who want to
fight the IS could help ease this tension
However, it is not evident that the U.S are
willing to arm and support the Sunnis. With
that in mind, the oppression of the Sunnis
by the Shiite dominated government is one
of the core reasons mobilizing Sunni sup-
port for the IS in the first place. If not all
Sunnis swore allegiance to the IS this, in-
cluding the dismissal of the Obama admin-
istration, could. This would be the main and
initial problem to deal with in order to de-
feat the IS.

Sunni Alienation

Although the IS has growing support from
militants around the world, beyond Syria
and Irag, which boosts its reputation as the
leading Jihadist group, on a good note, the
IS does not hesitate to dispatch those who
refuse to pledge loyalty*®. The Dulaim and
Abu Nimr tribe have been subject to ex-
treme violence by the IS and this type of
violence discourages many Sunnis, especial-
ly in Iraq, to join its forces. On November
14™ 2014, the IS slaughtered more than
300 members of Abu Nimr Sunni tribe, in-
cluding women and children in the city of
Anbar because of their support for the Iraqi
government*®. Some Sunni tribes still be-
lieve that they will be able to defeat the IS,
but in order to do that the Sunnis must turn
against it and help defend Baghdad. That is
why some Sunni tribes are forming their

14 CNN, “Iraqi forces take back Tikrit from ISIS
official says,” Hamdi Alkhshali and Jomana
Karadsheh

1% Times, “Iraq confirms ISIS massacre of
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own militias, arming themselves, buying
weapons from Iraqi soldiers and militia
fighters®’. But while some Sunnis reject the
IS’ methods and extremism, only a few
turned against them and tried to push them
out of their home area. The Sunni revolt
against the government has given the IS a
great opportunity to convince Sunnis to go
against the Shiite dominated government
and join their forces. Given this fact, it was
reported that the IS was joined by Sunni
tribal fighters, members of the Baath Party
and the lraqi army as well as other Sunni
residents, despite their disagreement with
the 1S’ extreme ideology®®. Thus, the Sunnis
allowed the IS to enter and dominate their
provinces partly because out of fear of the
IS, but greatly out of fear from the Iraqgi se-
curity forces, which they believe is backed
by Shiite groups sponsored and orchestrat-
ed by Iran®®.

U.S in the Coalition

President Obama has authorized the de-
ployment of about 3,100 U.S military per-
sonnel to Iraq to advise Iraqi forces, gather
intelligence on the IS and secure U.S per-
sonnel and facilities®°. Two thirds of those
personnel are advisers and trainers for the
Iragi Security Forces (ISF) and the Pesh-
merga. Their sole purpose is to address the
severe weaknesses in Iraq’s ground forces.
However, U.S advisers have come to the
conclusion that, only half of all the ISF units
are sufficiently capable in order for the U.S
to help them regain territories lost to the
1S?*. The word capable in this context, ac-
cording to U.S officials, includes whether an
ISF unit unites both Sunni and Shiite per-
sonnel, in which it does not??. These per-
sonnel are expected to train 12 Iraqgi bri-
gades (nine ISF brigades and three Persh-
merga brigades) a total of 25,000 person-
nel. The U.S congress authorized $1.6 bil-
lion in funding in regard to the Fiscal Year
2015 National Defense Authorization Act
(NDAA) in one condition, that foreign con-
tributions equal to 40 percent of the $1.618
billion are contributed (of which half that
contributed amount would come from the

17 International Business Times. “Iraq’s West-
ern Sunni Tribes Are Organizing Into Militias to
Fight ISIS ,” Erin Banco

18 Congressional Research Service, “The ‘Is-
lamic State’ Crisis and U.S Policies,” p. 6

1% The Rand Cooperation, “Defeating the Islam-
ic State in Iraq,” Ben Corporation

20 congressional Research Service, “The ‘Is-
lamic State’ Crisis and U.S Policies,” p. 13
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Iragi government.?®) The Fiscal Year 2015
National Defense Authorization Act, is au-
thorized to “provide assistance, including
training, equipment, logistics support, sup-
plies and services, stipends, facility and in-
frastructure repair and renovation, and sus-
tainment, to military and other security
forces of or associated with the Government
of Iraq, including Kurdish and tribal security
forces or other local security forces, with
national security mission through December
31, 2016, for the following purposes:

1. Defending Iraq, its people, allies
and partner nations from the
threat posed by the Islamic State
of Irag and the Levant and groups
supporting ISIL.

2. Securing the territory of lraq.?*”

Iraq’s Anbar Province

Anbar, which is overwhelmingly Sunni, is a
province that resisted the American invasion
in 2003, gave life to the Awakening move-
ment, that fought against Al-Qaeda and
held peaceful protests against former Prime
Minister Maliki in 2013 before it fell into the
hands of the IS in early 201425, Today, 80
percent of the western province of Anbar is
controlled by the IS and the rest is under
control of the army or the tribes?®®. The
Anbari provincial leadership is trying to ask
the U.S to provide them with weapons,
training and coordinated air strikes. The
Anbaris want to fight against the IS because
they can no longer take the IS destroying
their homes, hospitals as well as their mass
executions. The Hashemite Kingdom of Jor-
dan, who is participating in the airstrikes in
the U.S-led coalition, is worried that IS mili-
tants might take over the part of Anbar
which borders Jordan. Given that fact, King
Abdullah adopted a new strategy to support
the Iragi tribes in Anbar in order to help
them secure the Iraqgi-Jordanian border. Be-
fore of the death of Jordanian Pilot Muath
Kassasbeh, who was burned alive by IS
fighters on January 3", Jordan has conduct-
ed 20 perent of total airstrikes in the coali-
tion, which is more than the Americans
have done. Some Jordanian experts say
that it is true that Jordan is in total harmo-
ny with the tribes in Anbar but they are not
in control and most of the lands in Anbar

2 IBID, p.14

24 Congressional Research Service, “The ‘Is-
lamic State’ Crisis and U.S Policies,” p. 14
25 Middle East Institute, “The Case of Aiding
Anbar,” Daniel Serwer

26 Middle East Monitor, “Iragi minister: 1SIS
controls 80% of the Anbar province”
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are vacant lands. Those Anbari leaders, who
have left, still receive signals from people in
Anbar that they are prepared to fight if pro-
vided with weapons and resources. However
some analysts believe that even if the tribes
were given proper and sophisticated weap-
ons they will not be able to match the IS’
non-traditional tactics and the vast of land
IS already controls.

The Iragi National Guard

On 26 October 2014, current Prime Minister
Haidar al-Abadi visited Jordan to try and
convince Sunni tribal leaders to return from
exile and assist in the building of the Na-
tional Guard. The Anbaris affirm that even
though they held a protest against former
Prime Minister Maliki, they have a good re-
lationship with the current Prime Minister
Abadi. The reason for this is, Abadi wanted
to resolve the grievances the Sunnis were
feeling in order to win their support. Some
of these include, general amnesty for inno-
cent Sunnis caught up in counter guerilla
campaigns, a depoliticized justice system,
amendments to anti-terror laws, reconstruc-
tion of damaged Sunni areas and most im-
portantly, the formation of a National
Guard?’. This was seen by Sunni political
figures as a necessary step to achieve rec-
onciliation and empower their communities,
who distrust the army and national police®.
The draft law creating a National Guard has
officially been approved by the Iraqi cabinet
on February 3™ 2015, four months after the
Prime Minster went to Jordan to convince
the tribes to come back from exile. The Na-
tional Guard law would set up provincially-
based units to fight the IS, answerable to
the Prime Minister. However, it would take
years before the National Guard units are
ready to fight. By the time they are the IS
could have gained more territory and grown
in number. This is something that also wor-
ries Jordan.

The Jordanian Strategy

Observers believe that Jordan cannot afford
to wait for Baghdad to fulfill its promises to
train Sunni tribes. The Jordanian strategy
with the use of its historical ties with Sunni
tribes in Iraq “calls for bypassing obstacles
and initiate the training and arming of tribes
both in Syria and Iraq as soon as possi-

27 Rand Corporation, “Defeating the Islamic
State in Iraq,” Ben Connable

28 Reuters, “Iraqi cabinet approves draft law to
set up national guard”

ble,?°” however, details of this new strategy
is vague and it is unclear when and how the
kingdom will execute it. Things in Iraq are
dramatically changing, they are in a phase
of rebuilding their state and given the civil
war atmosphere Jordan must be cautious on
how they are going to execute the strategy.
Given the failure in Iraqi national identity,
the integration policy and the failure in
building their state a step by step plan in
eliminating the IS with minimal negative
consequences should be executed. The
question still remains though, if Jordan has
the means to train and support the Iraqi
tribes. Although Jordan has trained soldiers
before and despite the capabilities of its
armed forces, Jordan cannot do it on her
own and would need support from the coali-
tion as well as approval from the Iragi gov-
ernment to train Iraqgi Sunni tribes. This
strategy could work as planned because
Jordan has been involved in peace keeping
operations and the Jordanian chief of staff
has visited Baghdad to show Jordan’s sup-
port to the tribes and the Iraqgi army. Jor-
dan’s intention is to provide training and
support but not be involved on the ground.
It is also possible for a federation between
Anbar and Jordan to come into play, if
worse comes to worse.

Tribal Efforts

Other tribes like, the Abu Nimr were able to
form some sort of militia to fight the Islamic
State, with limited support from the U.S
government®°. Abu Nimr tribe has been cur-
rently recruiting Sunnis in Anbar to join the
fight against the IS. The tribal leaders have
declared that, the IS is a “common enemy
of all tribes”. Because of this, the tribes led
a conference on 13 January 2015 focused
on uniting the effort of Anbar tribes on the
fight against the 1S%!. They stated that the
“terrorism of the IS group” had boosted the
unity of the tribes of Anbar and the local
Anbar government will not stop any Iraqi
forces, regardless of their regional or sec-
tarian origins, from entering Anbar to fight
the 1S®2. Council members stated that the
ISF, tribal fighters, and the Popular Mobili-

2% Al-Monitor, “Jordan to arm Sunni tribes in
Iraq, Syria, Osama Al Sharif

%0 International Business Times, “Iraq’s West-
ern Sunni Tribes Are Organizing Into Militias to
Fight ISIS ,” Erin Banco

31 Radio Free Europe Radio Liberty, ‘IS Has No
Place Among Us,” Declare Anbar Tribes, Joan-
na Paraszczuk
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zation Forces, PMF (Al- Hashd Al-Shaabi,®?)
would defeat the IS group and allow those
displaced Iragqis to return home.®* The PMF
is a paramilitary Shiite movement created
by former Prime Minister Maliki, which re-
ceived weapons and support from Iran from
the early days of the fight against the IS, to
provide support for the ISF to regain lost
territories. Although the PMF is paid by
Irag’s Interior Ministry and has maintained
a semi-official relationship with Iraqi mili-
tary and security institutions, the Shiite mi-
litias are in an Iranian chain of command®®.
U.S officials and military officers have stat-
ed that they are willing to further assist ISF
in training and equip Iraqi tribesmen in pre-
dominantly Sunni Arab areas but such ef-
forts need to be Iragi-designed and led, and
needs to be further discussed with Iraqi
leaders. As said above, the Fiscal Year 2015
National Defense Authorization Act, author-
izes assistance to “tribal security forces or
other security forces” and not just the ISF.
However while 25,000 Iragi and Peshmerga
forces are trained, only 250 Sunni tribal
fighters have been trained by U.S forces in
the Anbar province. The Anbaris want to
move faster with direct support from the
coalition and as much as reconciliation is
important, military support is as important.

Sunni Tribes in the U.S-led Coalition

Some experts believe, in order to beat the
IS the U.S-led coalition needs to find credi-
ble Sunni partners, a genuine representa-
tion of Sunni communities that challenge
the IS narrative without losing support of
these communities®®. Tribes in Sunni domi-
nated areas, challenge the IS narrative,
they have a local force, each of them have a
leader that the U.S-led coalition can build a
partnership with and most importantly they
are willing to reconcile. One of the probable
reasons to why the U.S has not aided them
yet is, not all Sunni communities are tribal
communities, and tribal politics are very un-
stable. Most Iraqis identify strongly with
their tribe more than the national govern-
ment and they believe that if any member
of their tribe is harmed they must be
avenged. This leads to many tribal wars in
Iraq, which gives the U.S the idea that they

%% Global Security Organization, “Hashd Shaabi
Popular Mobilisation Units / People’s Mobiliza-
tion Forces”

34 Radio Free Europe Radio Liberty, ‘IS Has No
Place Among Us,” Declare Anbar Tribes, Joan-
na Paraszczuk

%% Global Security Organization, “Hashd Al
Shaabi”

%6 The Journal of Turkish Weekly, Interview
with Harith Al-Qarawee

are not unified and they cannot be aided. At
the moment, Iraqi tribes are fragile compo-
nents, who have suffered greatly in the
hands of the IS and have diminished greatly
during the days of Saddam Hussein and af-
ter the U.S invasion in 2003. Loyalty was
not to their tribes anymore but to the state
(Baath Regime), which created a huge loop
hole. The Sunnis have suffered, but not only
in the hands of the IS, but in the hands of
Shiite militias. The PMF have been recently
accused of attacking Sunni tribes during the
fight against the IS. If the attacks were to
go on, it would be highly possible for the
Sunni tribes to retaliate against the Shiite
militias, which could turn the conflict sec-
tarian. It is of high importance that Iran or
the Iragi government control the Shiite mili-
tias, so the Sunni population will not feel
alienated. Some experts say that people
outside of Iraq, who are not under the ef-
fect and impact of the IS, choose to believe
in the sectarian conflict. However, inside
Iraq, the Sunnis and the Shiites, who fight
alongside each other, have seemed to have
changed their priorities. To them, the prob-
lem is not Shiite-Sunni but the security of
Iraq. It is believed that the IS could be the
component that unifies the new Iraq and
could eliminate all the ethnical, religious
and sectarian divisions. The U.S-led coali-
tion needs to find the right leader to sup-
port, aid financially and militarily, who are
willing to work with the coalition alongside
the ISF against the IS.

Hammer and Anvil

Many specialists have come up with strate-
gies and expectations on how to win the
fight against the IS, including the ‘Hammer
and Anvil’ approach. This approach was ap-
parently successful in preventing the IS’ ex-
pansion into Kurdish and Shiite areas:®" “IS
could either choose to concentrate its forces
to achieve local superiority over opposing
ground troops and then be decimated by
U.S air power, ‘Hammer,’ or it could avoid
airstrikes by dispersing its forces into small
units and be vulnerable to defeat by the op-
posing ground force, ‘Anvil.*®” If this is to
work, the U.S needs to deploy a maximum
of 100 Special Forces and combat air con-
trollers to support local allies®*. However,
this type of strategy is a traditional one,
they bomb an area with airstrikes and artil-
lery and then ground forces occupy the ar-

57 Foreign Affairs, “Hammer & Anvil,” Robert
Pape
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ea. This tactic is used against a formal army
and the IS is not a regular army but a mili-
tia and another kind of tactic should be
used to fight against militias. A possible tac-
tic that could be used, which should be the
first and foremost step is, to secure and
control the border between Iraq and Syria
in order to divide the IS into two separate
entities. The border is an international bor-
der and could be controlled by the Pesh-
merga and lraqi army. This first step gives
them the opportunity to cut off the support
from Syria to Iraq and vice versa and then a
plan can be organized to fight the IS. With
the airstrikes, Special Forces are needed
with experienced advisors and it would be
important to target a control command
where commanders reside, either by air-
strikes or targeted special operations
against the leadership. If they however
would continue to use the strategies used
today it could take them another five years.
Political analysts have pointed out that the
coalition knows how to fight and perfectly
eliminate the IS, but it needs logistic sup-
port, political support and a guideline of
working on long term strategies like de-
radicalization strategies. It has been said
that, leaders cannot rely on people, who are
sources of extremism, to be the tool of de-
radicalization, it is a lost cause. To some
Jordanians, Jordan could be a model for de-
radicalization if they change their educa-
tional curricula, however the question will
still remain, who is going to create and
teach these curricula? In addition, Jordan on
a military level, is capable to fight the IS
and also lead the coalition. However, in or-
der for Jordan to lead, it needs support fi-
nancially and militarily from the coalition.

The Awakening Movement vs. the Islamic
State

If Jordan or any other member of the coali-
tion decides to support the Sunni tribes to
help in the fight against the IS it would be
beneficial for two reasons. First, this ap-
proach has been done before and was suc-
cessful, as seen in the experience of the
“Awakening Groups.” Within the framework
provided by America”s “Sons of Iraq” pro-
gram, Awakening Groups were coalitions
between tribal Sheiks and Iraqi military of-
ficers united to maintain security in their
communities and were sponsored by the
U.S military“°. Second, tribes provide a def-
inition of identity that challenges the IS’ at-
tempts to impose its own sectarian views on

4% Council on Foreign Relations, “Finding a
Place for the ‘Sons of Iraq™

everyone*'. However, the first approach
was successful and achieved because the
U.S was in control and in charge back in
2006, when Al-Qaeda alienated the popula-
tion. The U.S had committed to offering a
surge of troops, and the Iragi government
promised millions of dollars in reconstruc-
tion of Sunni areas. However today, with
the withdrawal of U.S soldiers, the Iraqi
government should be in control, and so in
order not to cause interference, if it could
be done, the Iragi government should col-
laborate and cooperate with the Sunni
tribes. Now that Abadi has gained some sort
of trust from the Sunnis this is his chance to
prove to them that they too play a role and
if they were to fight alongside the Iraqi Ar-
my it will consist of Iraqis and not Shiites,
Sunnis or Kurds.

Conclusion

Supporting these tribes is beneficial for both
the U.S-led coalition and Iraqg. Both forces
have the self-interest and potential numbers
to challenge the IS. Strengthening these
allies with minimal U.S presence will not on-
ly improve the effectiveness of the air cam-
paign but also empower the only force with
real motivation to defeat the 1S*2. However,
in principle, reconciliation between the Shi-
ites and the Sunnis should be the first step
because if reconciliation is in effect the real
fight against IS should fall through. But, it is
less than likely for either the Sunni or the
Shiites to work together. Nevertheless,
what could be a high possibility is someone
to work as a mediator. Jordan would be eli-
gible since it is now involved and has good
relations with both the Sunni tribes and the
Iraqi government and in addition, the Unit-
ed States. Jordan has acted as a mediator
before and King Abdullah can help with the
reconciliation process between the Shiites
and Sunnis. As a descendent of Prophet
Mohammad, King Abdullah has the credibil-
ity however, he needs to find partners to
help him play the role of mediator, who are
as credible as he is. Jordan can help quicken
the pace in supporting and aiding the Sunni
tribes and it can even try and encourage the
Sunni tribes to work alongside the Iraqi Ar-
my. Finding the right leader who can as-
semble some Sunni tribes to work alongside
the Iragi Army and the U.S could strengthen
and accelerate the fight against the IS. But
the question is who could that be? It needs

“1 The Journal of Turkish Weekly, Interview
with Harith Qarawee.

42 Foreign Affairs, “Hammer & Anvil,” Robert
Pape
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to be a leader of a tribe that is bigger in
number, who is against the IS and has a
strong stable leader.
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