VERANSTALTUNGSBEITRAG
Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung e.V.
AUSLANDSBÜRO JORDANIEN
01st April 2015

Addressing Long-Term Perspectives on the
Syrian Refugee Crisis

Muna Sukhni
Dr. Otmar Oehring

www.kas.de/amman

Jordan is one of those countries experiencing economic and political pressures due to the massive refugee influx as a result of the Syrian Civil War,
which started in 2011. This has dramatically increased Jordan’s population size and strained its resources.
Syria’s neighbors opened their borders to refugees expecting that the
conflict would soon end and that the
massive population increases would
be temporary. However, the Syrian
conflict shows no signs of an end, and
large returns will not happen anytime
soon. Therefore, Jordan, Syria’s other
neighboring countries and the international community has to be prepared for long-term perspectives.
On 16 March 2015, KAS Jordan Office
organized in collaboration with the
Jordan Institute of Diplomacy (JID) a
roundtable discussion on “Addressing
Long-Term Perspectives on the Syrian
Refugee Crisis”. The roundtable was
conducted under Chatham House
Rule. It gathered participants from
NGOs, INGOs, UN-agencies, Civil Society Organizations, Government, media embassies and academics.

provided to bring additional perspectives
from Turkey and Lebanon. The third session was dedicated to a discussion on the
future of the crisis and burden sharing.
Speakers from different organizations, the
government and academics respectively
gave a short input to each session which
was discussed afterwards with the participants.
In the first session, an overview of the
regional situation in time of the Syrian
crisis was given from the view of the international community. With regard to the
number of refugees per country throughout
the region, the speaker said that Turkey
and Lebanon host the largest number of
Syrian refugees followed by Jordan, Iraq
and Egypt. The situation has had a dramatic effect on Iraq already plagued by a
displacement crisis with up to 2.2 million
internally

displaced

persons

and

some

220,000 throughout the region. The speaker recognized that the main challenge that
the international community is facing relates to the issue of sustainability of response to the Syrian refugee crisis: “”To
what extent can we continue providing the
type of assistant that we have been providing so far, given the likelihood that there
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beginning of the crisis. This has an impact
The second session of the day put the
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an Arab problem, but does not believe that



Mobilizing local, national and regional grassroots’ support;



Working sustainably towards a solution for each separately affected
country;



In response to the high numbers
of refugees, Jordan’s policy does
not only have to put its focus on
the refugees themselves, but also
on their hosts, which requires the
society’s capacity must be built
up;



Political solutions must be devised
to end the crisis;



Sustainable solutions must be
found, e.g. an establishment of a
Ministry of Human Affairs, as suggested some years ago by the Arab League to better utilize the
available resources, to avoid duplication and to reduce overhead
costs. Under such a Ministry, INGOs, Un –agencies and Humanitarian Organizations could work
together in a more sustainable
way;



The issue of a safe zone inside
Syria should be studied and discussed;



More support should be pledged
by the international community,
especially for the improvement of
the infrastructure;



More coordination among the different organizations should be
made to avoid project redundancy.

UN-agencies can solve all of the problems
AUSLANDSBÜRO JORDANIEN

of the region, in light of each country’s
unique national interest.
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and Burden Sharing” was opened from a
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perspective of a humanitarian worker. The
speaker believes that humanitarian work-
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ers have the responsibility to care for the
people, while it should be politicians who
solve the crisis eventually. The second
speaker from the Jordanian government
believes that the main problem of the
region

is

indeed

the

Israeli-Palestinian

problem, not the Syrian issue itself. She
sees a problem in UN coordination as they
sometimes seem not to work fast enough
and to involve people who do not know
who to approach concerning certain issues.
Stressing the unique situation of Jordan in
the region, she said Jordan needed to
remain a stable place for refugees and that
the international community is much needed for this to work. Eventually though, she
said, the Jordanian government has a
responsibility to take care of its people,
even if that meant that refugee help were
needed to be decreased. The speaker
called Jordan a “safe haven” of the Middle
East, a position he stressed needs to be
sustained

RECOMMANDATIONS:


The international response needs
to be stepped up to meet the worrying demands of the crisis;



The aid infrastructure of aid agencies needs to change since aid
benefits do not apply to about 80
to 85% of refugees who live outside of the camps;



The voices of refugees, host communities and internally displaced
persons must be listened to.
Working
towards
empowering
these individuals to be their own
advocates and to take charge of
their own lives and to develop
their skills are essential;

