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consider as essential to legitimize significant fiscal transfers and supranational
oversight of reforms.

A second challenge for the EU has been the turmoil in Ukraine, which,
after first negotiating and then rejecting an association agreement with the
EU, faced massive popular protests and eventually the over-throw of a broadly
Russia-friendly government in 2014. The subsequent intervention by Russia,
leading to the annexation of the Crimea, the fermentation of an insurgency
war in Eastern Ukraine and the downing of a civilian airliner originating from
Amsterdam, led the EU to adopt a number of economic sanctions against
Russia as well as a fundamental rethinking about its relationship with a coun-
try that had long been regarded as a strategic partner. EU foreign policy in
the course of these events has been criticised as being naive and ineffective in
dealing with the assertiveness and confrontational attitudes of Putin’s Russia.

A third crisis to confront the EU was the refugee crisis, when hundreds
of thousands of refugees fleeing civil war in Syria and Afghanistan headed
through Turkey and the Balkans for the safety of Western Europe. Even
though Europe had been the destination of migrants arriving across the
Mediterranean for many years, the sudden increase in numbers found the
European states unprepared, both logistically and politically. The response
has been the re-introduction of national border controls and the temporary
suspension of key parts of the European asylum regime, raising serious ques-
tions about the future of open borders and free movement inside the Schengen
area comprising the majority of EU member states.

The confluence of these crises in the mid-2010s constitutes what some
have called a “perfect storm” for the European Union. Coinciding with other
issues, such as a British referendum on leaving the EU and a constitutional
crisis in Spain about the separatist aspirations of the Catalan regional govern-
ment, these developments have taken up a lot of the time, energy and political
capital of European leaders, and consequently have negatively impacted on
the EU’s capacity to relate strategically to other parts of the world, such as
Asia. Crucially, much of the crisis management needed to address the above
problems has required immediate or at least very short-term attention, and has
focused the minds of leaders and of electorates on local, domestic and regional
rather than global issues.
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vergence to Cooperation?, co-edited with Emil Kirchner and Han Dorussen, is
forthcoming with Cambridge University Press in 2016.

Clemens Rasmusson is a rescarch master student at the University of Maas-
tricht. His areas of research are on EU relations with the developing world,
particularly Asia and Africa.

Hannah Murphy-Gregory is a lecturer in the Politics and International Rela-
tions program of the School of Social Sciences. Her research focuses on the
roles of NGOs in the process of governance and public policy-making within
Australia and at international organisations such as the WTO and World
Bank. She teaches HPP101 Introduction to Politics and Policy, HPP2/301
Politics and the State and contributes to a range of undergraduate and post-
graduate units that deal with the concept of governance both within Australia
and globally.

Aynsley Kellow is Professor of Government at the University of Tasmania.
He has published extensively on both domestic policy and global policy, on
numerous topics including climate change, international risk management
and economic governance. He has published ten books with publishers in-
cluding Edward Elgar and Cambridge University Press, and some 90 articles
and chapters. His most recent book (with Peter Carroll) was a study of the
OECD, and (with Professor Carroll) is currently completing a subsequent
book on Australia’s participation in the OECD. His recent research has fo-
cused on the use by actors of the opportunities provided by multiple arenas—
or forum shopping.

Nicola Lupo is Professor of Public Law at the LUISS Guido Carli Univer-
sity in Rome and deputy director of the Center for Parliamentary Studies. He
is Director of the Master’s program “Parliament and Public Policies” and of
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module 2013-2015) at the LUISS School of Government. He was Counselor
to the Iralian Chamber of Deputies (1997-2005), member of the Prime Min-
ister’s Simplification Unit (2006-2008) and of the Drafting Committee of
the Commission for Constitutional Reform (2013), and clerk in the Italian
Constitutional Court (2013-2015). He is a member of the editorial boards

of scientific journals, including Quaderni Costituzionali, Rassegna Parlamen-
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Chinese Academy of Social Sciences in Beijing and the German Institute for
International and Security Studies in Berlin. Her research focuses on China’s
economic reforms, the development of China’s financial system and the inter-
nationalisation of China’s currency.
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research fields are international finance, international trade, and development
economics. His research, which has been published extensively in journals and
books, revolves around policy-oriented topics relevant for Asias long-term
development, including middle-income trap, service sector development, and
financial sector development. Dr. Park plays a leading role in the production
of Asian Development Outlook, ADB’s flagship annual publication.

Huang Wei is Senior Research Fellow, director of department of Global Gov-
ernance, executive director of Centre for International Economic and Strate-
gic Studies, Institute of World Economics and Politics, Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences(CASS); International Financial Issues Advisor for Department
of International Affairs, Ministry of Finance; Deputy Secretary General for
China Society of Emerging Economies; Research fellow for YUFE Research
Institute for Indian Ocean Economies.

She got her Ph.D. degree in Financial Engineering from Beihang Univer-
sity (previously known as Beijing University of Aeronautics and Astronautics)
in 2009. Before she joined CASS, she had five years of working experience as
Lecturer in Wuhan University of Science and Technology. She was the visiting
scholar for Hong Kong Institute for Monetary Research (2009), University of
Western Ontario (2010), Hitotsubashi University (2010), Bruegel (2014), the
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National Research Council of Thailand (2014) and Autonomous University
of Madrid (2015).

Her recent research involves three fields: 1) Global economic governance.
She is focusing on economic cooperation at the important platforms such as
G20, BRICS and other multilateral cooperation forums. She also provides re-
search support on emerging economies for some international organizations,
such as Boao forum for Asia. 2) International finance, especially on the issue
of medium- and long-term exchange rate regime, international monetary sys-
tem and financial structure comparison. 3) Other fields: The study of global
value chains based on ICIO tables, IO reform, etc.

Tang Siew Mun is a Senior Fellow at ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute in Singa-
pore. His primary research interests are Asian security, ASEAN’s relations with
the major powers and Japanese foreign policy. Prior to joining ISEAS, he was
Director for Foreign Policy and Security Studies at the Institute of Strategic
and International Studies (ISIS), Malaysia and Senior Lecturer at the National
University of Malaysia. He has contributed to numerous book chapters and
op-ed pieces, in addition to national and international journals. His most
recent publication is The Politics of the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
(AIIB) by ISEAS. In 2007, he was awarded the Certificate of Good Teach-
ing Practice by Monash University Malaysia for his exemplary teaching. Tang
holds a B.A (Hons.) from the National University of Malaysia, a MA in War
Studies from King’s College London, a MA in International Studies from the
Claremont Graduate University and a Ph.D. from Arizona State University in
Political Science.
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