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“A random searchlight, but no beacon”
– Media and Conflict in Yemen
INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP FOR JOURNALISTS AT THE DEAD SEA
In national as well as international conflicts media have great manipulative power. In
Yemen, too, the different conflict parties are exploiting newspapers and television channels in their struggle for political influence. Against this background, the Regional Office
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Gulf States has invited journalists from Yemen, other Arab countries, Europe and the USA
to analyse how narratives propagated by local, regional and international media contribute
to the escalation of violence within the country. The results of the workshop were published by online magazine Muftah and can be read via the following links:
http://muftah.org/category/war-and-the-media-in-yemen-part-1/
http://muftah.org/category/war-and-the-media-in-yemen-part-2/
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critically questioned: The war in Yemen
began as a local conflict, which was then
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rebels is by far more limited than Iranian
influence over Hezbollah, for example.
The last part of the workshop was reserved
for an exchange of ideas between a representative of UNESCO Communication and
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Information Sector Office Gulf Cluster and
the workshop participants. Already in February, UNESCO had organised a conference
on the possibility of quality journalistic
work given the difficult living and working
conditions in Yemen, the results of which
were now presented to the audience. The
majority of attendees agreed that security
risks in Yemen pose great challenges to
their everyday life. In addition, there are
hardly any funding opportunities available
for neutral, objective reporting. Organisations

such

as

the

Konrad-Adenauer-

Stiftung are essential for the creation of
transnational networks of support between
journalists of different news agencies. The
workshop in Amman was seen as one step
further ahead towards the creation of such
networks.
This was already the third of a series of
events focusing on media, democracy and
conflict in Yemen organized by the KonradAdenauer-Stiftung since 2014.

