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“Two-class” education system
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At the end of his speech Prof. Jansen de-
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scribed the trend towards a “Two-class” education system. The universities are more
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and more divided into rich and poor institutions. He identifies three reasons for this
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trend: Firstly universities adhere to the
practice to hire teaching staff based on their
skin color even if they are less qualified
than teachers with a different skin color.
The second reason is the universities’ inability to maintain everyday business as a consequence of scarcer financial resources. And
thirdly the strong emphasis on the abolition
of tuition fees. If tuition fees are abolished
for university education as former president
Zuma has promised, the financial resources
for teaching and maintenance of the institutions will automatically be reduced. It will
then be extremely difficult for universities in
South Africa to provide quality tertiary education and compete on an international level.
The speech was followed by a question and
answer session between Prof. Jansen und
the audience. The audience agreed with
Prof. Jansen that there has to be an ongoing
dialogue with the students and that their
concerns have to be taken seriously. However it is necessary to have a dialogue culture which does not exclude any segment of
society.
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