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Beyond the Right to Life: Disability, Personhood & Participation
TAKING STOCK: DISABILITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN CONTEMPORARY SOUTH
AFRICA
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sion. For Prof. McKenzie the main problem
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is that disabled people are outweighed
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The goal should be to think of equality in
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terms of transformation, not just rights.
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highlighted the challenges of disabled peo-
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pation such as political participation. After

care”, which was developed by a feminist

the opening remarks Prof. Leslie Swartz

movement. In their view care receivers and
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self an ability activist not a disability rights
activist as she wants to focus on how to
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make things happen. The main focus of her

and an opportunity

work is to promote self-determination for
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for an attitude to raise children with disabil-

bility featured in what we are doing?” The

ity equal to their siblings as it is important
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work and go from an activist stage to a
normal stage. Reaching a stage in which

The seminar was concluded by a question

people with disabilities are fully integrated

and answer session between the speakers

in society is the ultimate goal for her.

and the audience.

Bongani Mapumulo started his presentation
by recounting some of his personal experiences as a disabled student at the SU. Mr.
Mapumulo criticized that while the majority
of the South African society enjoys many
civil liberties and can participate in active
citizenship, many minorities are not given
the same rights, and they are not equally
protected by the system. Especially universities, as places of learning and personal
growth, should protect and support these
minorities. To underpin the difficult situation
of people with disability he told the audience about a recent incident at the SU when
he wanted to attend an event held at a one
of the university buildings. In order to attend the event he had to overcome a flight
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of stairs which was for him as a wheelchair
user not possible. But instead of moving the
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event to barrier-free premises the organiz-
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ers of the event went on to proceed without
him. As a conclusion Mr. Mapumulo stated

KAS Liaison Office Cape Town 36

that by excluding people with disability a

Long Street P.O. Box 5294 Kap-

brain drain can occur, as the potential of

stadt 8000

many people is not fully utilized.

Tel. +27 (0)21 422 3844
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the seminar outlined two areas of intervention to better include the topic of disability
in the academic field. The first area of intervention concerns the inclusion of a “disability consciousness” in all academic fields.

