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Details: 
 
In an interview to Al-Ayyam Newspaper about the German Election and its 
Consequences: 
 
The German Expert Birringer: The Palestinian – German Relation will 
preserve its Strength.  A Close Relation between Berlin and Washington 
will contribute to Settling the Conflict in the Middle East. 
 
Ramallah-“Al-Ayyam”:  
A German expert put aside any negative impact on the Palestinian-German 
relation due to the results of the German elections. On opposite he said, the 
possibility to form a coalition cabinet headed by the Christian Democratic Union 
(CDU) will preserve and develop this relation, and it might open venues for the 
international community and the United States to settle the Palestinian/Israeli 
conflict.  
Mr. Thomas Birringer, Konrad Adenauer Foundation Resident Representative in 
the Palestinian Territories said, he expected the German-Palestinian relationship 
to be strengthened which ever kind of coalition that the CDU might form, adding 
that the German election created a special and unique status that has never 
existed before in Germany. 
 
Mr. Birringer added to “Al-Ayyam”: The German elections presented a similar 
situation to what happened in Germany during 1966-1969 when the two big 
parties formed a coalition. This possibility, that means, the CDU and SPD to form 
the coalition, still exists. But he also presented another possibility. He said “it is 
also possible that the CDU might form the cabinet with the Liberal Democratic 
Party and the Green Party, although the Greens are still skeptical. 
There is also another possibility, Birringer said, “the SPD might form a coalition 
with the Greens and the New Leftists, but this possibility is very unlikely to 
happen since the Leftists declared their refusal to be in a coalition with the SPD 
under Schröder’s leadership, and even some persons among the Leftist’s 
leadership have a personal enmity with Schröder, and part of them dissent from 
the SPD because of that.” 
Birringer added that the Communists and the extreme leftists prefer to stay in the 
opposition and not in the cabinet; this gives them more space for maneuvering 
and keeps them away from responsibility and accountability. 
 
Mr. Birringer said, rotating the Chancellor post between Merkel and Schröder, or 
between the two parties, is not an acceptable solution. He said this is against the 
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constitution which states clearly that the party which gets more seats in the 
Bundestag has the right to get the Chancellor post who in turn appoints his 
ministers in his cabinet.  
The German expert said also that repeating the election is almost an excluded 
idea; it is not in the German interests. He said the Germans want political 
stability, the parties don’t want a repetition of the elections, and no one 
guarantees that the results won’t be the same. 
He said, that the Germans after the experience of the collapse of the first 
democratic government between the First and the Second World War, and 
because of the political instability, became in favor of political stability, adding 
that the German politicians from all political streams avoid giving the people the 
impression that the political system is not stable. 
He added that Chancellor Schröder’s objective in having an early election is to 
get the peoples’ approval on his reform program, although he considered it very 
limited. But the results came not in Schröders’ interests, and also came in vague 
vision of people to estimate these reforms.  
Birringer added, the German economy needs reforms, but these reforms cannot 
succeed unless the people believe in them, and therefore it is necessary to 
rescue the German economy from pessimism that harms the economy and 
causes problem to it. 
 
Mr. Birringer said that the results of the last election were characterized by the 
loss of the big parties and the gain of the small parties. According to Birringer it 
can be compared to the situation that happened after the unification of Germany 
in 1990. During that period each citizen was able to know where he stands, to the 
right or to the left, but now after all these years of unification and merging the 
situation has changed. 
    
Birringer also pointed to the fact that during the election no infringements 
happened from any side which proves the Germans interests in keeping their 
political democracy and their political stabilization.  
 
And when he talked about the German Foreign relations, Mr. Birringer explained 
that the relation with the US will improve if the CDU formed the cabinet, “which is 
almost the most possible thing to happen.” 
 
Birringer added that one of the most successful things for Schröder was in 
Foreign policy when Schröder avoided joining the US in the war in Iraq and he 
also criticized it. But he said also that Germany will resume its strong relation 
with the US and this would be an important element to affect and to influence the 
politics in the Middle East. 
Birringer explains his position saying, “a close relation with the US and extending 
the cooperation with the US, will provide Germany with the possibilities to affect 
the US and the world policies especially since the US almost did everything 
alone in the Middle East. Concerning Iraq, Birringer said “if the political 
relationship between Europe and America was good probably the war would 
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have been prevented, Saddam was betting on the differences between Europe 
and the US to protect himself or to prevent the US from moving against him.” 
 
Birringer also pointed out the fact that both big parties in Germany are aware of 
the need to support the Palestinians until they establish their own independent 
and viable state, which should not be in form of cantons. Both parties are 
refusing the Israeli occupation and call for a stop of the occupation that started in 
1967, and they support the implementation of the UN Security Council 
resolutions to solve this conflict and to establish a Palestinian state and solving 
the big issues of borders, Jerusalem and the refugees. 
 
Birringer said, “despite who might be the Foreign Minister, I expect the relation 
with the Palestinians to keep growing and improving further more”.  
 
The Konrad-Adenauer-Foundation is an independent German political 
organization and affiliated to the Christian Democratic Party. It supports the 
European Unification, and international understanding. Its activities include 
education, research and studies in political science. It implements different 
projects in Germany and abroad. Its branch in Ramallah, Palestinian Territories, 
is implementing projects since 1996 and the Foundation is cooperating with 
public and non-governmental organizations in Palestine to implement different 
programs, activities and projects. 
  
   
   
    
  
 
    

 

 



 4

 

 
 


