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Dr. Patrick Keller 

Position:  Coordinator Foreign & Security Policy  

Koordinator Außen- und Sicherheitspolitik 

 

Adress:   Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung e.V. 

Klingelhöferstraße 23, 10785 Berlin 

 

Phone:   +49 (0)30 26996 3510 

Fax:   +49 (0)30 26996 3551 

E-Mail:   Patrick.Keller@kas.de 

 

 

Work Experience: 

Since 5 / 2008  Coordinator Foreign & Security Policy 

   Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, Berlin, Germany 

Since 3 / 2010  Lecturer in International Security Policy 

   Zeppelin University, Friedrichshafen 

 

2 / 2003 – 4 / 2008 Assistant Professor ("Wissenschaftlicher Mitarbeiter") 

   North American Studies Program / Political Science Dept. 

   Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-University Bonn, Germany  

Education: 

7 / 2007  Ph.D., Bonn University 

Thesis: "Wilsonians in Boots: Neoconservatism and U.S. Foreign Policy" 

Adviser: Prof. Dr. Christian Hacke; 2nd Adviser: Prof. Dr. Wolfram Hilz 

  Summa cum laude (0.0)  

11 / 2003 Magister Artium, Bonn University 

  Political Science, American Literature, and German Literature 

  Grade Average: 1.0 (= 4.0 GPA) 

2001-02  Exchange year at Georgetown University, Washington, D.C., USA 

Focus: International Affairs (School of Foreign Service), Graduate Level 

Grade Average: 3.89 GPA 

 

1997  Gymnasium Hennef 

Abitur: Grade Average 1.6 (~ 3.4 GPA) 
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Honors: 

8 / 2014  Atlantik-Brücke Young Leader 

  Participant at the 36th German-American Young Leaders Conference 

 

10 / 2009 Associateship: Stiftung Neue Verantwortung 

Project "Transformation of the German Armed Forces" 

10 / 2008 "Most Promising Leaders under 40" 

& 10 / 2009 Selected by Capital Magazine List "40 under 40" 

7 / 2007  Best Dissertation of the Year Award 

  Awarded by the Institute of Political Science, Bonn University 

7 / 2006  Best Academic Teacher Award 

& 7 / 2005 Awarded by the Political Science Student Body, Bonn University 

3-4 / 2005 DAAD Scholarship for Ph.D. Candidates 

  Research Trip (Interviews & Archives) to New York and Washington, D.C. 

12 / 2002 Research Fellowship 

  American Institute for Contemporary German Studies 

  Johns Hopkins University, Washington, D.C. 

 

2001-02  DAAD North America Scholarship 

Graduate Level Studies at Georgetown University, Washington, D.C. 

Memberships:  

Since 2011 Christian-Democratic Union Germany 

Since 2006 Youth Atlantic Treaty Association Germany (YATA: Youth Organization of 

NATO & The German Atlantic Council): Founding Member and, from 2006 

to 2009, Vice President 

Since 2006 German-Israeli Society 

Since 2006 German Atlantic Council 

Since 2004 Salon Neun Elf, Berlin (Political Discussion Group; Founding Member) 

Since 2003 Working Group Young Foreign Policy Experts, Konrad Adenauer Foundation 

(since 2007 as chairman) 

Foreign Languages: 

 English (fluent), French (basic knowledge), Latin (Latinum certificate)  

Hobbies: 

 Movies, Anglo-American Literature, Singer/Songwriter Rock 
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Publications, Books: 

Arnold Schwarzenegger: Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Body and Image, Heidelberg: 

Winter 2011, edited with Michael Butter & Simon Wendt (in English). 

9/11: No Day that Changed the World, Paderborn: Schoeningh 2011, edited with Michael 

Butter & Birte Christ. 

From Containment to Enlargement: Bill Clinton and the Re-Orientation of American Foreign 

Policy, Bonn: Bouvier 2008. 

Neoconservatism and American Foreign Policy: Ideas, Wars, and Politics from Ronald 

Reagan to George W. Bush, Paderborn: Schoeningh 2008. 

Foreign Policy and Reason of State, Baden-Baden: Nomos 2008, edited with Volker Kronen-

berg & Jana Puglierin. 

 

Publications, Book Chapters: 

"A Hard Lesson Not Quite Learned: Germany in Afghanistan", in: John A. Gentry/Bill Nolte 

(eds.), At Wars' End: Lessons for the World, Washington D.C.: National Intelligence Press 

(forthcoming). 

"NATO", in: Wichard Woyke/Johannes Varwick (eds.), Dictionary of International Politics, 

Leverkusen: Verlag Barbara Budrich (forthcoming). 

"Germany's New Role in NATO: Status Quo as Strategy", in: Robin Allers/Carlo Masala/Rolf 

Tamnes (eds.), Common or Divided Security? German and Norwegian Approaches to 21st 

Century Security Challenges, Frankfurt: Peter Lang 2014, pp. 183-197. (In English) 

"The Surprising Staying Power of U.S. Primacy", in: Christian Kloeckner, Simone Knewitz, 

Sabine Sielke (eds.), Beyond 9/11: Transdisciplinary Perspectives on Twenty-First Century 

U.S. American Culture, Frankfurt: Peter Lang 2013, pp. 226-249. (In English) 

"Neoconservatism as a Foreign Policy School of Thought?", in: Simon Koschut & Magnus-

Sebastian Kutz (eds.), US Foreign Policy: Theory, Process, Topics, Regions, Opladen: Barba-

ra Budrich 2012, pp. 47-52. 

"The Reagan Administration's Foreign and Security Policy", in: Maria Schmidt (ed.), A Coun-

try Boy against the Evil Empire: Ronald Reagan, 1911-2011, Budapest: XX. Szazad Intezet 

2011, pp. 153-162. 

"Images of California Conservatism: Arnold Schwarzenegger and Political Ideology", in: Mi-

chael Butter/Patrick Keller/Simon Wendt (eds.), Arnold Schwarzenegger: Interdisciplinary 

Perspectives on Body and Image, Heidelberg: Winter 2011, pp. 187-209. (In English) 

"America as a Global Power", in: Michael Butter/Birte Christ/Patrick Keller (eds.), 9/11: A 

Day That Did Not Change the World, Paderborn: Schoeningh 2011, pp. 15-29. 
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"From Skeptic to Supporter? U.S. Policy towards the European Project of Common Security 

and Defense", in: Volker Epping/Christiane Lemke/Alim Baluch (eds.), European Security 

and Defense Policy. Ambition or Reality?, Münster: Lit Verlag 2010, pp. 207-241. 

"None Dare Call It Continuity: The Politics of Conceptualizing 9/11 as Rupture in American 

Studies", in: Birte Christ a.o. (eds.), American Studies / Shifting Gears, Heidelberg: Winter 

2010, pp. 265-283. (In English, with Michael Butter)  

"Security Policy in a more Complex World", in: Claire Demesmay / Manuela Glaab (eds.), 

The Development of Political Parties in France and Germany, Villeneuve d'Ascq: Presses 

Universitaires du Septentrion 2009, pp. 263-279. (In French) 

"Hegemonic Strategy: U.S. Foreign Policy Since the End of the Cold War", in: Reinhard C. 

Meier-Walser (ed.), U.S. Foreign Policy: President Obama's New Course and the Future of 

Transatlantic Relations, Munich: Hanns-Seidel-Stiftung 2009, pp. 110-120. 

"George W. Bush's Foreign Policy in American Rock Music. The Conservative Perspective of 

Neil Young, Bruce Springsteen, Steve Earle, and T Bone Burnett", in: Werner Kremp/David 

Sirakov (eds.), Global Song of the Garden of Freedom. Anglo-American Popular Music and 

Its Role in U.S. Foreign Policy, Trier: WTV 2008, pp. 135-147. 

"Hegemony is a Strategy: The Ambition of Global Primacy as a Continuity in American For-

eign Policy since the End of the Cold War", in: Volker Kronenberg/Jana Puglierin/Patrick Kel-

ler, Foreign Policy and Reason of State, Baden-Baden: Nomos 2008, pp. 204-211. 

 

Publications, Policy Papers: 

"NATO in Newport: The Themes of the Summit", in: Analysen & Argumente, No. 152, Au-

gust 2014. 

"Strategic Posture Review: Germany", in: World Politics Review, March 18, 2014. (In Eng-

lish, online) 

"German Hard Power: Is There a There There?", in: American Enterprise Institute National 

Security Outlook, No. 4, October 2013. (In English) 

"Splitting the Alliance: New Members for NATO?" in: Analysen & Argumente, No. 119, April 

2013. 

"Romney vs. Obama: What the Atlantic Alliance Can Expect from the Next U.S. President", 

in: Research Paper of the NATO Defense College, No. 84, October 2012. (In English; Ger-

man version the same month as KAS Analysen & Argumente, No. 111) 

"The New U.S. Defense Strategy and Its Implications for Europe", in: Der Mittler-Brief, No. 

2, 2012. 

"British-German Defense Cooperation in NATO: Finding Common Ground on European Secu-

rity", in: RUSI/KAS Occasional Paper, May 2012. (With Lisa Aronsson, in English) 
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"After the Operations: Looking Ahead at NATO's Chicago Summit", in: Analysen & Argumen-

te, No. 100, February 2012. 

"Challenges for the European Defense Budgets after the Economic Crisis", in: American En-

terprise Institute National Security Outlook, No. 1, July 2011. (In English) 

"The Strategic Re-Orientation of the Bundeswehr: Ten Theses on the Defense Political Guid-

ance", in: Analysen & Argumente, No. 92, June 2011. 

"NATO's Self-Assurance: The New Strategic Concept", in: Analysen & Argumente, No. 86, 

November 2010. 

"The Obama Administration's National Security Strategy", in: Analysen & Argumente, No. 

79, June 2010. 

"Nuclear Deterrence and Nuclear Sharing in NATO's New Strategic Concept", in: Analysen & 

Argumente, No. 77, April 2010. 

"From Nuclear Sharing to a European Deterrence Strategy?", in: Analysen & Argumente, 

No. 72, December 2009. (With Benjamin Schreer) 

"Arguing Afghanistan: What the Detractors of NATO's Mission Get Wrong", in: Research Pa-

per of the NATO Defense College, No. 50, September 2009. (In English) 

"The Case for NATO's Mission in Afghanistan: Shaping the German Debate", in: Analysen & 

Argumente, No. 66/2009, June 2009. 

"NATO Summit 2009: A New Strategic Concept at the 60th Birthday?", in: Analysen & Ar-

gumente, No. 62/2009, March 2009. 

"Barack Obama's Foreign Policy: What Can NATO Expect from the Next U.S. President?", in: 

Research Paper of the NATO Defense College, No. 43, November 2008. (In English) 

"In the Wake of the NATO Summit: Opportunities and Limits of NATO Expansion", in: Analy-

sen & Argumente, No. 51, May 2008. (With Thomas Kunze) Reprinted in English. 

"Final Stage of the Bush Era: Effective Leader or Lame Duck?", in: Analysen und Argumen-

te, No. 37, December 2006. Reprinted in: Strategie und Sicherheit, February 2007, pp. 54-

55. 

"Guantanamo: Understanding the Transatlantic Debate", in: Analysen und Argumente, No. 

27, April 2006. 

 

Publications, Essays: 

"NATO after Wales: Anchor of Transatlantic Partnership and European Security", in: Aus 

Politik und Zeitgeschichte, December 2014, pp. 35-42. 
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"The Obama Debacle", in: Internationale Politik, November/December 2014, pp. 126-129. 

"The Horror and Joy of Failure: Wes Craven's Nightmare Cinema", in: Deadline, Novem-

ber/December 2014, pp. 52-55. 

"Germany's Fig Leaf Policy: German Security Policy and the NATO Summit", in: Loyal, Sep-

tember 2014, pp. 40-45. 

"Cyberwar: A Challenge for German Security Policy", in: Die Politische Meinung, May/June 

2014, pp. 74-78. 

"America’s Retrenchment: Consequences for CSDP", in: Rotary Magazine, April 2014, pp. 

56-57. 

"Crisis of Confidence: Obama’s America", in: Internationale Politik, March/April 2014, pp. 

130-133. 

"Why Armed Forces?", in: Kompass, February 2014, pp. 6-7. 

"The Future of CSDP: Europe between Irrelevance and Responsibility", in: Innere Führung, 

March 2013, pp. 26-29. 

"Germany in NATO: The Status Quo Ally", in: Survival, Vol. 54, No. 3, June/July 2012, pp. 

95-110. (In English) 

"Civil Power with Teeth: Revitalizing CSDP", in: Internationale Politik, March/April 2012, pp. 

80-87. (With Svenja Sinjen, Johannes Varwick, Almut Möller) 

"Ten Years after 9/11: Assessing German Security Policy", in: Entscheidung, February 2012, 

pp. 14-15. 

"Cyberpower: The Strategic Dimension", in: Strategie & Technik, January 2012, pp. 27-33. 

"Go West, America?! Obama and the Pacific Century", in: Internationale Politik, Janu-

ary/February 2012, pp. 128-130. 

"The 9/11 Generation: Thoughts on the Death of Osama bin Laden", in: Politische Meinung, 

September 2011, pp. 51-55. 

"The Start of the Republican Presidential Race 2012", in: Internationale Politik, März/April 

2011, pp. 130-133. 

"NATO's New Strategic Concept", in: Der Infanterist, Nr. 28, December 2010, pp. 83-86. 

"Where's the Master Plan? On Strategy in Foreign Affairs", in: Internationale Politik, Sep-

tember/October 2010, pp. 21-25. (With Julian Voje) 

"Germany's Responsibility at the Hindu Kush", in: Asien, Vol. 117, October 2010, pp. 83-86. 

"Republican Revival? Why the Democrats Will Lose the Congressional Election", in: Interna-

tionale Politik, September/October 2010, pp. 124-127. 

"Global Zero: A Threat to NATO?", in: Internationales Magazin für Sicherheit, June 2010, 

pp. 3-5. 
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"Engagement Without Results? Barack Obama's Middle East Policy", in: Aus Politik und Zeit-

geschichte, 9 / 2010, March 2010, pp. 23-28. 

"Nuclear Strategy for the 21st Century", in: Die Politische Meinung, Vol. 55, No. 482, Janu-

ary 2010, pp. 75-78. 

"Getting to Zero. From Nuclear Sharing to a European Deterrence Strategy", in: IP Global 

Edition, Vol. 11, January/February 2010, pp. 50-54. (In English, with Benjamin Schreer) 

"Primi inter Pares? Will the U.S. and China Shape a 'Pacific Century'?", in: KAS-

Auslandsinformationen, September 2009, pp. 63-78. 

"Armageddon in Islamabad", in: Internationale Politik, September/October 2009, pp. 126-

129. 

"The Curious Case of American Conservatism", in: Merkur – German Magazine on European 

Thought, July 2009, pp. 634-639. 

"Revitalizing NATO. Obama's Neglected Challenge?", in: American Foreign Policy Interests, 

March/April 2009, pp. 104-114. (In English) 

"On the Road to Somewhere: NATO Debates the New Strategic Concept", in: Internationale 

Politik, May 2009, pp. 94-97. 

"The Smart Power Presidency", in: Internationale Politik, February 2009, pp. 98-101. 

"Bush Got the Big Things Right. History Will Be Kind to the Forty-Third President", in: The 

Weekly Standard, January 16, 2009. (Online, in English, with Dustin Dehez) 

"Tempting Hope? Barack Obama's Foreign Policy in Perspective", in: Die Politische Meinung, 

January 2009, pp. 28-32. 

"The Future of NATO. Pondering a New Period in the Alliance's History", in: KAS Auslandsin-

formationen, December 2008, pp. 45-52. (With Thomas Kunze) 

"Nightmares and Dreamscapes. In Spite of Prejudice and Misunderstanding, the German-

American Alliance Remains Strong", in: Foreign Policy in Dialogue, Vol. 8, No. 25, October 

2008, pp. 40-47. (In English) 

"The Presidential Candidate's Unknown Foreign Policy Visions", in: Internationale Politik, Oc-

tober 2008, pp. 16-18. 

"New Sobriety. The Transatlantic Community of Interests", in: Internationales Magazin für 

Sicherheit, March/April 2008, pp. 4-7. (With Jana Puglierin) 

"American Impressions: Comfy Change. Five Lessons from the U.S. Primaries", in: Interna-

tionale Politik, March 2008, pp. 102-105. 

"American Impressions: Soul-Searching", in: Internationale Politik, December 2007, pp. 

126-129. 
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"Germany and Neoconservatism. A Tragedy of Errors?", in: American Foreign Policy Inter-

ests, Vol. 29, No. 4, July/August 2007, pp. 243-256. (In English) 

"American Impressions: The Crisis of Hegemonic Power", in: Internationale Politik, Ju-

ly/August 2007, pp. 182-185. 

"The Future of NATO. Between Irrelevance and Overstretch", in: American Foreign Policy 

Interests, Vol. 29, No. 3, May/June 2007, pp. 207-217. (In English) 

"Crises in Iraq & Iran. Strategic Developments and Future Options", in: Die Politische Mein-

ung, February 2007, pp. 27-31. 

"Victory without Triumph", Essay about American Congressional Elections, in: Internationale 

Politik, December 2006, pp. 82-87. 

"Hegemony. No Change at the Top", in: Y. – Magazin der Bundeswehr, November 2006, pp. 

90-91. 

"After the Defeats. The Strategic Debate within the Democratic Party", in: Internationale 

Politik, June 2005, pp. 106-113. 

"Beyond Values. Plea for an Interests-Based Transatlantic Partnership", in: Politische 

Studien, May/June 2005, pp. 36-43. (With Jana Puglierin) 

 

Publications, Op-Eds, Blogs, Misc.: 

"Germany and the Spider-Man Doctrine", in: The Wall Street Journal, February 6, 2014. (In 

English, with Gary Schmitt) 

"How Secure is NATO's South-Eastern Flank?", in: Neue Zürcher Zeitung, September 5, 

2012. 

"Revitalizing the Atlantic Alliance", in: The Wall Street Journal, May 17, 2012. (In English, 

with Gary Schmitt) 

"Towards a New Strategic Concept for NATO", in: Berlingske Tidende, December 21, 2009. 

(In Danish, with Jens Ringsmose) 

"ESDP & NATO: Challenges of the Next Decade", in: Eurothinkers Blog, November 30, 2009. 

(In English, with Ann Kathrin Schubert) 

"Cautious Optimism: The Next Phase in Transatlantic Relations", in: Central Europe Digest, 

CEPA, Washington, D.C., March 2, 2009. (Online, in English) 

"Americanization", in: Werner Kremp/Wolfgang Tönnesmann (eds.), Encyclopedia of Popular 

America Images, Trier: WTV 2008, pp. 15-17. 

"Television", in: Ibid., pp. 37-39. 
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"Sarah Palin: America's New Star", in: Frankfurter Neue Presse, September 10, 2008. 

"U.S. President Needs the Senate", in: Frankfurter Neue Presse, July 31, 2008. 

"Principled Pragmatism. Germany and NATO Expansion", in: Central Europe Digest, CEPA, 

Washington, D.C., July 15, 2008. (Online, in English) 

"Transatlanticism: Oceans Apart?", in: Atlantische Akademie Rheinland-Pfalz Online, August 

2006. 

"Good Friends Won't Be Separated. A Comment on the German-American Relationship", in: 

die tageszeitung, May 5, 2006, p. 11. (With Jana Puglierin) 

"Germany's National Interest in Foreign Perspective", Appetizer for the KAS conference 

2005. [http://www.kas.de/upload/dokumente/aussenpolitiker/publikationen/appetizer-

berlin-2005.pdf] (In English) 

 

More than 30 reviews for Das Parlament, Die Politische Meinung, Das Historisch-Politische 

Buch, Politische Studien, Zeitschrift für Außen- und Sicherheitspolitik, and AGIPS. 
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More than 300 lectures and presentations at think tanks, government institutions, and 

universities in over a dozen countries, including: 

German Bundestag, Berlin 

German Council on Foreign Relations, Berlin 

Command and Staff College of the German Armed Forces, Hamburg 

German Institute for International and Security Affairs (SWP), Berlin 

Ethics and Public Policy Center, Washington, D.C. 

Polish Institute of International Affairs, Warsaw 

Foreign Ministry of the Czech Republic, Prague 

Foreign Ministry of Bulgaria, Sofia 

Norwegian Institute for Defense Studies, Oslo 

Sciences Po, Paris 

Institute francais des relations internationals, Paris 

NATO Defense College, Rome 

University of St Andrews, St Andrews 

International Institute for Strategic Studies, London 

Royal United Services Institute, London 

Federal Academy for Security Policy, Berlin 

Forte de Copacabana, Rio de Janeiro 

House of Terror, Budapest 

Bar-Ilan University, Ramat-Gan 

U.S. Naval War College, Newport 

Research Institute for National Security Affairs, Seoul 

 

More than 200 interviews for print, radio, and TV media, including: 

Der Spiegel, The Economist, Focus, ARD television, n-tv Television, RTL Television, TPV Po-

lish Television, Deutsche Welle Radio, BBC Radio, DomRadio Cologne, NDR Radio, SWR Ra-

dio, MDR Radio, Kölnische Rundschau, Politiken, Hokkaido Press, O Globo, AFP News 


