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A decade and a half after the 2011 Arab Spring, conditions across the region have changed 

drastically. The promises of positive change for ordinary citizens in the early 2010s have 

largely receded into systems that, for the most part, resemble the political systems that 

existed before the uprisings. Yet, much has also changed: the horrific attacks by the terrorist 

organization Hamas against Israel on October 7, 2023 and the Israeli military campaign that 

followed have had vast spillover effects. Regional escalations in recent years culminated in 

the joint U.S. and Israeli war on Iran, which began on February 28, 2026 and has since 

impacted nearly all countries in the Middle East. Amidst the Iran war, KAS cooperated with 

Arab Research and Analytics Associates to carry out nationally representative public opinion 

surveys across seven societies in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA): Egypt, Jordan, 

Lebanon, Morocco, the Palestinian Territories, Syria, and Tunisia. The results reveal that a 

combination of frustration, pragmatism, and selective optimism defines public opinion 

across MENA. This outcome may be surprising, particularly given the challenges brought 

about by the Iran war. The survey findings imply that this conflict has cast a long shadow 

over both domestic and international responses, reinforcing attention to security, national 

resilience, regional alignments, and the risks associated with appearing out of step with 

national interests during a moment of crisis. 

 
 
Executive Summary 
 

Fifteen years after the 2011 Arab Spring, conditions across the region have changed 

drastically. The promises of positive change for ordinary citizens in the early 2010s have 

largely receded into systems that, for the most part, resemble the political systems that 

existed before the uprisings. Yet, much has also changed: the horrific attacks by the terrorist 

organization Hamas against Israel on October 7, 2023 and the Israeli military campaign that 

followed have had vast spillover effects. Israel has carried out military strikes on a half dozen 

countries across the region over the last three years. This military campaign culminated in 

the joint U.S. and Israeli war on Iran that began on February 28, 2026 and has since directly 

affected nearly all countries in the Middle East. 

Amidst the Iran war, Arab Research and Analytics Associates carried out nationally 

representative public opinion surveys across seven societies in the Middle East and North 

Africa (MENA): Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Morocco, the Palestinian territories, Syria, and 

Tunisia. This survey, carried out for the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung (KAS), represents a follow-

up on a survey conducted in 2020 around the 10th anniversary of the Arab Spring. The 

survey included 8,475 respondents with approximately 1,200 interviewed in each country. It 

was fielded by phone (CATI) from May 8 to July 3, 2026. The new results offer the first 

systematic insight into how events have changed as a result of the Iran war and also how 
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views have changed since 2020, when the region and the world were dealing with the 

challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The new results reveal that public opinion across MENA remains defined by a combination 

of frustration, pragmatism, and selective optimism. This outcome may be surprising, 

particularly given the challenges brought about by the Iran war. The survey findings imply 

that this conflict has cast a long shadow over both domestic and international responses, 

reinforcing attention to security, national resilience, regional alignments, and the risks 

associated with appearing out of step with national interests during a moment of crisis. 

The findings should therefore be understood as attitudes expressed under conditions of 

acute regional uncertainty. Such results during times of crisis remain essential for 

understanding public opinion and can provide a guide for how the region may be changed 

when this conflict has subsided. At the same time, the crisis context may have affected how 

some respondents framed answers on sensitive political, economic, and security questions, 

especially in countries where official relations with Israel make foreign-policy debates 

particularly delicate. 

The survey shows that evaluations of political conditions are strongly shaped by national 

experience. Majorities in Egypt, Syria, and Morocco say conditions are better today than 

before the Arab Spring, while the opposite is true in Lebanon, the Palestinian territories, and 

Tunisia. Morocco stands out as one of the most positive cases on this measure, with 81 

percent saying conditions have improved compared to the period before the Arab Spring. 

Yet this does not mean that political satisfaction is uniform. Even in countries where overall 

trust in political institutions is relatively high, confidence across institutions is not uniform. 

Security institutions and local religious institutions generally command relatively high levels 

of confidence, which may be linked with a rally-around-the-flag effect during the Iran 

conflict, while political parties remain one of the least trusted actors, if not the least trusted, 

across nearly every country surveyed. 

Trust in government varies widely across countries. Ninety-four percent of Egyptians say 

they trust the national government fully, a lot, or somewhat, as do 85 percent of Syrians, 82 

percent of Jordanians, 81 percent of Moroccans, and 72 percent of Palestinians. Lebanon is 

the major exception among countries where the question was asked, with 53 percent 

expressing trust in the national government. At the same time, trust in political parties is far 

lower, ranging from 23 percent in Lebanon and 27 percent in the Palestinian territories to 59 

percent in Egypt and 56 percent in Morocco. The gap between confidence in the state and 

confidence in partisan representation remains one of the central political findings of the 

survey. 

The trend results help place these findings in context. Compared with the 2020 KAS survey, 

trust in national government is higher in all overlapping countries where the item can be 

compared: Morocco rises from 76 percent in 2020 to 81 percent in 2026, Jordan from 71 

percent to 82 percent, but Lebanon exhibits the largest increase from 26 percent to 53 

percent. This shift in Lebanon reflects the significant political changes that have taken place, 

including the selection of a new president and the weakening of Hezbollah as a political 

force. 

Part of what may have made political reform so difficult in MENA is the lack of a common 

vision for how their countries should be governed. Publics are far from unified about the 
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type of political and economic systems that are most suitable for their country. The most 

favored form of government is a parliamentary system in which all parties compete, a model 

deemed suitable by majorities in most countries. But support for alternative models remains 

significant and, at times, appears contradictory. A strong authority system is considered 

suitable by 57 percent in Egypt, 39 percent in Morocco, and by roughly a third in Jordan, 

Lebanon, and the Palestinian territories. Religious law without elections or parties is 

especially divisive: it is supported by majorities in Jordan, Egypt, and Morocco, but by only 12 

percent in Lebanon. Taken together, these results suggest that support for representative 

institutions remains strong, but citizens seek a system that can also deliver meaningful 

results. And, in most countries, a substantial percentage favor a system that gives religion 

some role in the political system. 

Economic conditions remain the core challenge in much of the region. In Lebanon and the 

Palestinian territories, almost no one says the economy is doing well. Only two percent of 

Lebanese and six percent of Palestinians describe the economy as very good or good, 

compared with 16 percent in Tunisia, 24 percent in Syria, and 32 percent in Jordan. Egypt 

and Morocco are the clear outliers in a positive direction: 70 percent of Egyptians and 60 

percent of Moroccans rate current economic conditions positively. Likely, this response is an 

extension of the views of government institutions, which suggests a significant rally-around-

the-flag effect amidst the regional crisis. 

Yet, again the trend data show progress since 2020. Positive evaluations of the national 

economy have increased in each country where a comparison is available. In part, this may 

be due to the fact that the prior survey occurred during the dislocation caused by the 

pandemic and associated restrictions on certain economic activity while other factors likely 

represent the rally-around-the-flag effect. Morocco rises from 39 percent saying the 

economy is good or very good in 2020 to 60 percent in 2026, Jordan from 23 percent to 32 

percent, Tunisia from three percent to 16 percent, and Lebanon is effectively unchanged.  

At the individual level, however, the picture is less positive, which better reflects the 

challenges that citizens in the region are facing. The share saying household income covers 

expenses falls in Morocco from 65 percent in 2020 to 44 percent in 2026 and remains 

essentially flat or slightly lower in Jordan, Tunisia, and Lebanon. This divergence reinforces 

the need to distinguish between assessments provided at the national level, which tend to 

be more subjective in response patterns, and the personal reality facing citizens across the 

region. 

Jobs remain a major challenge in most countries surveyed. Similar to views of the economy 

overall, job opportunities are rated positively by 73 percent in Egypt and 66 percent in 

Morocco. Elsewhere, just 10 percent in Lebanon, seven percent in the Palestinian territories, 

20 percent in Jordan, 31 percent in Tunisia, and 36 percent in Syria say the same. These 

findings underline that economic growth alone is unlikely to be politically sufficient to 

resolve economic challenges. Instead, policymakers must focus on creating employment for 

citizens. 

Notably, despite challenging economic circumstances in most countries, the broader 

regional picture is not one of resignation. Majorities in Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Tunisia, 

and Morocco expect economic conditions to improve in the coming years, along with nearly 

half of Palestinians.  
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The international findings show a region that is open to outside engagement but highly 

selective in how it evaluates external actors. China is viewed favorably by majorities in all 

countries surveyed, ranging from 56 percent in Syria to 86 percent in Jordan. Saudi Arabia, 

Turkey, Qatar, Germany, France, the European Union, and the United Arab Emirates also 

receive broadly positive ratings in many countries. The United States proves divisive, with 

favorable views ranging from 22 percent in the Palestinian territories and 27 percent in 

Tunisia to 60 percent in Syria and 64 percent in Morocco. Morocco is the most pro-U.S. 

country in the survey on this measure, with nearly two-thirds holding a favorable view of the 

United States. Perhaps surprisingly, younger citizens often hold more favorable attitudes 

toward the U.S. than older citizens, suggesting that views of the U.S. after the Iran war are 

nuanced. 

Regional support is lower for both Iran and Israel, but the latter is seen as the bigger 

problem in the eyes of MENA publics. Israel is the most commonly named security threat in 

every country surveyed, though Morocco requires special consideration. In Morocco, 24 

percent name Israel as the biggest threat, while 53 percent do not identify a specific threat. 

This high non-response should be interpreted carefully. It may reflect the North African 

country’s geographic distance from the Middle East, genuine uncertainty, reluctance to 

answer a sensitive question, or a combination of these considerations, particularly in light of 

official relations with Israel and close ties to the United States. Still, by other metrics, concern 

about Israel is clear: fewer than a quarter agree or completely agree that Israel and the U.S. 

were justified in attacking Iran in all countries surveyed except Syria (38 percent), including 

just 18 percent in Morocco. Similarly, with the exception of Lebanon (41 percent), there is 

minimal support for the Abraham Accords, with at most 22 percent indicating support in any 

other country surveyed. 

Given the number of regional events that have taken place since 2020, it is difficult to know 

the effect of any single one. However, it is possible to see the cumulative change during this 

period. What is clear is that China’s favorability has increased since 2020 in Jordan, Tunisia, 

Lebanon, and Morocco, while the United States’ image has improved in Jordan, Lebanon, 

and Morocco but declined in Tunisia. Regional powers have also gained ground in many 

places, particularly Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and the United Arab Emirates. Iran has also 

increased moderately, although in no country surveyed is it viewed favorably by more than 

half of citizens. 

Taken together, the survey points to several implications for policymakers. First, domestic 

legitimacy remains linked to performance, especially on jobs, the economy, and security. 

Second, citizens distinguish between institutions and are more likely to trust security, 

religious, local, and civil society actors than political parties. Third, regional conflicts have 

taken a toll, but the ways in which they have shaped attitudes toward foreign powers are 

complex. Given the shifts seen after the start of Israel’s military campaign in Gaza, these 

findings are surprising and suggest that the Iran war may be leading to a complex 

realignment of attitudes toward foreign countries. Ultimately, MENA publics cannot be 

reduced to being just anti-Western or pro-authoritarian. Their views are nuanced and 

conditional: citizens want governments that serve the region, foreign partners that support 

their interests, and political systems that can produce order and economic benefits, ideally 

in a more democratic and representative form.  
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Domestic Political Situation 
 

Across the countries surveyed, domestic political attitudes are marked by three broad 

findings. First, the public does not evaluate the post-2011 period uniformly. Some publics 

see the present as better than the period before the Arab Spring, while others 

overwhelmingly say their country has moved in the wrong direction. Second, trust in state 

institutions remains high in several countries, but this does not appear to translate into 

confidence in direct political participation, as political parties are among the least trusted 

actors. Third, citizens are not united in the type of system they prefer but broadly want one 

that can provide representation, security and improved economic conditions, and a place for 

religion. To some extent, the significant emphasis on security and a strong leader may be 

linked with regional conditions due to the Iran war, with citizens deeply concerned about the 

potential spread of instability across the region. 

 

 

Post-Arab-Spring Changes 
One of the clearest findings in the survey is that there is not a single perception of how 

conditions have changed since 2011. Instead, the post-Arab Spring period is viewed through 

the lens of each country’s own trajectory. In Egypt, 68 percent say conditions are much 

better or better than before the Arab Spring, while 64 percent say the same in Syria. These 

numbers point to the importance of stability and the end, or at least reduction, of large-scale 

political turmoil in shaping public assessments. They do not necessarily indicate broad 

satisfaction with all aspects of governance, but they do show that many citizens in both 

countries compare the present to a period associated with conflict, instability, and 

uncertainty. 

Figure 1. Conditions Today versus before the Arab Spring 

 

Morocco is the most positive case on this measure, with 81 percent saying conditions are 

better today than before the Arab Spring. The result suggests that Moroccan public opinion 
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is especially likely to view the post-2011 period through a lens of modest political reforms, 

economic growth, and increasing foreign investment, all contributing to a sense of progress. 

However, the remaining countries paint a starkly different picture. Just 10 percent of 

Lebanese and seven percent of Palestinians say conditions are better now than before the 

Arab Spring. In both cases, this result reflects crises that go well beyond normal 

dissatisfaction with government performance. In Lebanon, the 2019 financial collapse, long-

standing political paralysis, and the breakdown of public services make many citizens long 

for the pre-2011 period despite its difficulties. In the Palestinian territories, the results have 

less to do with the Arab Spring than the dismal conditions in Gaza, growing challenges due 

to the paralysis of domestic governmental authorities, and the occupation in the West Bank. 

Tunisia occupies a middle position: 34 percent say conditions are better, while a majority say 

they are worse, a finding that underscores the gap between the hopes associated with 

Tunisia after 2011 and the economic and political frustrations that have followed. 

 

 

Trust in Institutions 
Trust in national government varies substantially across countries, but in many cases it 

remains far higher than might be expected given the region’s economic and political 

challenges. Ninety-four percent of Egyptians say they trust the national government fully, a 

lot, or somewhat. Trust is also high in Syria, Jordan, Morocco, and the Palestinian territories. 

Lebanon is the major exception, with only 53 percent expressing trust in the national 

government. 

Figure 2. Trust in the National Government 

 

This finding may be surprising, but it is notable that in all countries except Egypt, the 

plurality of respondents says they “somewhat trust” the government, indicating partial 

support. Additionally, particularly in Egypt and Morocco, very high trust may capture 

genuine confidence in national institutions, but it may also reflect the salience of stability 
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during regional conflict and the possibility that some respondents preferred to emphasize 

loyalty and cohesion rather than criticism. 

Trust is also not universal across all parts of government. Parliament tends to be less trusted 

than the national government, for example. Trust in parliament is 78 percent in Egypt, 69 

percent in Syria, and 66 percent in Morocco, but falls to 56 percent in the Palestinian 

territories, 49 percent in Jordan, and 47 percent in Lebanon. 

The greatest weakness is political parties. Trust in parties is 59 percent in Egypt and 56 

percent in Morocco, but it drops to 41 percent in Syria, 29 percent in Jordan, 27 percent in 

the Palestinian territories, and 23 percent in Lebanon. In other words, citizens do not see 

parties as effective intermediaries between society and the state. 

Figure 3. Trust in Political Parties 

 

The findings for civil society are somewhat better. In all countries surveyed, a majority has 

confidence in such organizations, including 83 percent in Morocco, 79 percent in Egypt, and 

seven-in-ten in the Palestinian territories, Jordan, and Syria. Meanwhile, this level is lower in 

Lebanon (54 percent). 

This pattern is important for policymakers because political parties are often treated as a 

core channel for representative politics and reform. Yet in many countries surveyed, they 

are among the least credible domestic actors. Programs that rely only on party-based 

engagement may therefore miss institutions that citizens actually trust. Civil society actors 

have greater legitimacy and might be a more viable path for engagement. But, the greater 

challenge is building a meaningful channel through which citizens can convey their concerns 

to the government through the formal political process. 

The 2020 KAS survey provides a useful baseline for interpreting these levels of reported 

trust. In 2020, trust in national government stood at 76 percent in Morocco, 71 percent in 

Jordan, 42 percent in Tunisia, and 26 percent in Lebanon, meaning there were increases of 

five points in Morocco, 11 points in Jordan, and 27 points in Lebanon.  
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The trend is similar for parliaments, though from a lower baseline. In 2020, trust in 

parliament was 56 percent in Morocco, 37 percent in Jordan, and 19 percent in Lebanon. 

This means the increases are 10 points in Morocco, 12 points in Jordan, and 28 points in 

Lebanon. The Lebanon result is especially notable because it does not mean parliament is 

broadly trusted in an absolute sense; rather, it indicates that reported confidence is 

markedly higher than the very low level recorded in 2020, when the country was still dealing 

with the financial collapse, the Beirut port explosion, and the COVID-19 crisis. However, the 

overall trends show a clear increase in trust in governmental institutions in countries where 

trend data are available. 

 

 

Other Political Actors 
Security institutions have very high levels of public confidence, with the army being the most 

trusted institution across the region with nearly universal support. For example, the level is 

99 percent in Jordan, 97 percent in Egypt, 95 percent in Lebanon, 92 percent in Syria, and 89 

percent in Morocco. Trust in the police is also high: 99 percent in Jordan, 95 percent in 

Morocco, 94 percent in Egypt, 92 percent in Syria, 86 percent in Lebanon, and 76 percent in 

the Palestinian territories. Within the current regional environment, where instability is a 

major challenge, it is unsurprising that citizens indicate strong support for these services. 

However, some of this may also be due to the aforementioned rally-around-the-flag effect 

given the ongoing conflicts. 

Courts also tend to be more trusted than parties, although cross-national variation is 

substantial. The level of trust in the judicial system is 94 percent in Jordan, 91 percent in 

Egypt, 84 percent in Morocco, 77 percent in Syria, and 72 percent in the Palestinian 

territories. Lebanon is a major outlier, with only 55 percent expressing trust, consistent with 

lower levels of trust in state institutions in the country. 

Local religious institutions are also widely trusted. Ninety-five percent in Morocco, 93 

percent in Jordan, 92 percent in Egypt, 86 percent in Syria, 82 percent in the Palestinian 

territories, and 74 percent in Lebanon say they trust local religious institutions. These results 

show that religious institutions remain a very important source of legitimacy in MENA. At the 

local level, this likely stems from their role in community-building and the provision of social 

services. 

 

 

Preferred Political Systems 
The survey included questions about political system preferences. The results show that 

MENA citizens do not share a single and unified vision of how they would prefer their 

country to be governed. Support is most consistent for a democratic system, described to 

respondents as a parliamentary system in which religious and non-religious parties 

compete. Overall, this type of government is considered very suitable or suitable by 60 

percent in Egypt, 57 percent in Syria, 57 percent in Jordan, 57 percent in the Palestinian 

territories, 54 percent in Morocco, and 47 percent in Lebanon.  
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Figure 4. Preferences for Political Systems 

 

At the same time, a system governed by a strong authority without an opposition or 

elections is not rejected outright. Fifty-seven percent in Egypt say it is suitable, compared 

with 39 percent in Morocco, 33 percent in Jordan, 32 percent in the Palestinian territories, 31 

percent in Lebanon, and 27 percent in Syria. These results suggest that citizens are looking 

for decisive leadership even if it means a system that is not fully representative. Citizens may 

prefer elections and institutions, but they clearly want political systems that can yield 

meaningful change. 

Attitudes toward religious law are even more varied. A religious law system without elections 

or parties is viewed as suitable by 63 percent in Jordan, 57 percent in Egypt, 56 percent in 

Morocco, 48 percent in the Palestinian territories, and 43 percent in Syria. In Lebanon, only 

12 percent say such a system is suitable, which likely reflects the country’s sectarian diversity 

and the risks associated with religious government in such a deeply divided country. 

Additional questions relating to the role for religion in politics also exhibit this complexity. 

About half in Jordan, the Palestinian territories, Syria, Morocco, and Egypt agree that 

religious clerics should influence government decisions, while far fewer (23 percent) do in 

Lebanon. Yet, large shares also say religious practice is a private matter, particularly in 

Lebanon (76 percent) and Egypt (59 percent) as do about half in Morocco (53 percent). 

Elsewhere, fewer than half say the same. The issue is therefore not whether religion should 

have a role in political life. With the exception of Lebanon, a substantial percentage of 

citizens think it should have some role. Thus, the more important question is how citizens 

want religion to be incorporated into the state and public life, and whether this role is seen 

as compatible with the governing system. 

 

 

Sources of Information 
Social media is now the leading source of political information in most countries surveyed. 

Seventy-three percent in Lebanon, 68 percent in the Palestinian territories, 64 percent in 

Jordan, 64 percent in Syria, 45 percent in Morocco, and 42 percent in Egypt say social media 

platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, or WhatsApp are their primary source for 
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information about political events. Tunisians are less likely to turn to social media for 

political information, but social media is still the most common source at 37 percent 

followed by national television at 30 percent. 

The increase in reliance on social media has critical implications for the region’s future. 

Despite attempts by some states to regulate the social media environment, the result is that 

public opinion is becoming shaped more and more not only by state media or formal 

political communication but by decentralized information flows. This changing reality could 

put pressure on governments to perform better and expose publics to regional narratives, 

but it also leaves many in the region more vulnerable to fake news and conspiracy theories. 

It also increases the speed at which local or regional crises can affect attitudes, which is 

particularly important given the current war with Iran. 

 

 

Takeaways 
The domestic political findings point to a public that remains pragmatic. Citizens are not 

primarily asking for abstract institutional forms; they are asking for political systems that 

produce order, responsiveness, and tangible improvements to their lives. Where state 

institutions are seen as providing stability, they can retain trust even in difficult economic 

conditions. Where state institutions fail to deliver, as in Lebanon, trust erodes and political 

dissatisfaction becomes broad-based. 

For policymakers and external partners, this means that political reform and governance 

programming should be tied to concrete performance. Support for representation, 

accountability, decentralization, civil society, or rule of law is more likely to gain traction 

when linked to economic development, jobs, and public security. The survey also suggests 

that engagement strategies should not rely only on formal parties. Local government, CSOs, 

religious institutions, and professional or community-based actors may be more credible 

entry points in many settings. 

 

Economic Outlooks 
 

Economic conditions remain a key concern for ordinary citizens living in MENA, but the 

conditions vary across the countries surveyed. The findings show deep distress in Lebanon 

and the Palestinian territories and widespread dissatisfaction in Jordan, Tunisia, and Syria, 

but more positive assessments in Egypt and Morocco. When asked about personal income, 

the story is less positive. In no country does a majority say that their income meets their 

basic needs. Yet the economic story is not simply one of pessimism. In most countries, 

majorities expect economic conditions to improve in the coming years, and support for 

attracting more foreign investment is strong. The challenge for governments and their 

external partners will be how to build on this optimism and address long-standing problems 

to improve the availability of jobs, increase the quality of public services, and to address the 

challenge of inflation. 

 

 

Economic Conditions 
In most countries surveyed, economic outcomes are quite poor. Only 32 percent of 

Jordanians, 24 percent of Syrians, and 16 percent of Tunisians say current economic 
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conditions are good or very good. In Lebanon, virtually no one rates the economy positively 

with just two percent saying the economic conditions are positive. In the Palestinian 

territories, only six percent say the same, with conditions especially bleak in Gaza following 

Israel’s military campaign. 

Figure 5. Assessment of the Overall Economic Condition Today 

 

Two countries stand out from the rest: Egypt and Morocco. The findings show that 70 

percent of Egyptians say the economy is very good or good. Morocco follows, with 60 

percent rating economic conditions positively. These figures should be interpreted together, 

but not necessarily for the same reasons. In Morocco, positive assessments may reflect, at 

least in part, perceptions of economic improvement, including recent foreign investment 

from China in factories producing cars and batteries. In Egypt, positive evaluations may also 

be linked to high reported trust in government, the prevalence of large-scale infrastructure 

projects, and a more sensitive political environment.  

Despite low ratings of the economy in most countries, relative to the 2020 KAS survey, the 

situation is somewhat improved. The timing of the previous survey is likely important. It took 

place during the COVID pandemic, which led to a global economic slowdown and significant 

restrictions on economic activity due to health concerns. At that time, 39 percent in 

Morocco, 23 percent in Jordan, three percent in Tunisia, and less than one percent in 

Lebanon said their economy was good or very good. The 2026 survey records higher 

positive assessments in most of these countries, with an increase of 21 points in Morocco, 

13 points in Tunisia, and nine points in Jordan. In Lebanon, the difference is two points, 

which is not a significant change. These results suggest that there has been some 

improvement in the economic situation since the COVID period despite the fact that most 

citizens remain deeply frustrated with current conditions. 

However, the household-income trend presents a less positive picture. In 2020, 65 percent 

of Moroccans, 37 percent of Tunisians, 36 percent of Jordanians, and 29 percent of Lebanese 
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said their income covered their expenses. In 2026, the comparable share is 44 percent in 

Morocco, 34 percent in Tunisia, 35 percent in Jordan, and 26 percent in Lebanon. This 

suggests that the more positive national economic ratings in 2026 do not necessarily imply a 

broad improvement in household economic security. The gap is particularly important in 

Morocco, where national economic assessments have improved while the share reporting 

that household income covers expenses has fallen substantially. 

Figure 6. Assessment of Household Income versus Expenses 

 

Overall, negative assessments of economic conditions across the region are particularly 

important because the challenges are deep and vary substantially by country. In Lebanon, 

for instance, the banking crisis and financial collapse happened seven years ago and 

continues without a clear solution; in the Palestinian territories, Israel’s military campaign, 

the occupation, and domestic corruption, political stagnation, and fragmentation make 

economic reform nearly impossible. Meanwhile, the relatively low ratings in Tunisia, Jordan, 

and Syria point to chronic economic challenges that may generate political pressure even in 

the absence of immediate crises like in the Lebanese or Palestinian cases. 

To complement the trend results, the new survey included a question about whether 

respondents believe the economy is better now than before the COVID pandemic. Across 

the countries surveyed, publics again diverge sharply. Egypt and Morocco are the two 

countries where large majorities say the economy is much better or better than before the 

pandemic, at 64 percent and 70 percent respectively. Syria is also relatively positive, with 53 

percent saying conditions are better, albeit this comparison is also between the current 

situation and a time during which the civil war was raging. By contrast, only 37 percent in 

Tunisia, 20 percent in Jordan, 13 percent in Lebanon, and seven percent in the Palestinian 

territories say the economy is currently better than it was before COVID. These findings 

correspond relatively closely with current evaluations of the economy, indicating the extent 
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to which perceptions about the present may inform how citizens evaluate past economic 

performance. 

The Palestinian territories are particularly negative: roughly nine-in-ten say the economy is 

worse or much worse than before the pandemic. In Lebanon, 79 percent say the economy is 

worse than before COVID, reinforcing the depth of the country’s financial collapse in public 

perception. In Jordan, 68 percent say the economy is worse, underscoring the degree to 

which economic strain has become normalized even in a country with relatively high 

institutional trust.  In both Lebanon and Jordan, tourism and remittances play a major role in 

the economy. Tourism, in particular, has been hit hard due to recent regional instability, 

which may help explain these negative perceptions of economic conditions relative to the 

pre-COVID era. 

 

 

Economic Future 
Despite poor current assessments in most countries, the survey finds publics remain 

relatively optimistic about the future. Ninety percent of Syrians expect the economy to be 

much better or better in a few years, which is likely due to the high expectations they harbor 

in the post-civil war transition. Meanwhile, 83 percent of Moroccans, 73 percent of Egyptians, 

61 percent of Jordanians, 56 percent of Tunisians, and 54 percent of Lebanese believe that 

the economy will improve in the near future. Even in the Palestinian territories, despite 

massive challenges, 48 percent expect improvement in the coming few years. 

Figure 7. Economic Conditions: Expectations for the future 

 

This gap between current and future expectations has important implications. It suggests 

that publics have not given up hope for a better future. Despite long-standing challenges, 

Arab publics remain resilient and relatively optimistic. But, such hope also puts pressure on 

governments to deliver better outcomes. Continued optimism depends on delivering results 

that improve the lives of ordinary citizens. Lebanon is an important case in point. Despite 

the dismal outcomes of the past seven years, citizens see hope in the changing political 
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situation in the country. The government has an opportunity to work to make meaningful 

improvements. However, even if optimism can help governments in the short term, it can 

also become a source of greater frustration if expectations go unmet, potentially generating 

demands for political change. 

 

 

Economic Challenges 
Job availability is rated far more negatively than general economic prospects in most 

countries. As before, Egypt and Morocco stand out with 73 percent and 66 percent rating job 

opportunities as very good or good, respectively. The Moroccan result may reflect 

perceptions of recent economic improvement and investment-driven job creation, while the 

Egyptian result should be read more cautiously given the more sensitive response 

environment discussed above. Elsewhere, the numbers are far lower: 36 percent in Syria, 31 

percent in Tunisia, 20 percent in Jordan, 10 percent in Lebanon, and seven percent in the 

Palestinian territories. This finding points to a massive challenge for the region, which has 

had high unemployment rates and too few quality jobs for decades. 

Figure 8. Assessment of Job Availability 

 

Despite the disproportionate challenge of youth unemployment in the region, there is not a 

major difference in attitudes toward job availability by age in most countries. However, it is 

notable that young Syrians ages 18-29 are somewhat more positive than older Syrians, 

perhaps pointing to the greater hopes youth have about a post-civil war economy. Given 

these results, it is clear that job creation is likely to remain the most critical challenge for 

governments in improving economic conditions. Governments in the region must find viable 

solutions for this long-standing problem, especially after the rally-around-the-flag effect 

generated by external security threats subsides. 
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Economic Investments 
Improving publics’ views of economic conditions requires taking stock of how they expect 

the government to address these concerns. When asked about the highest priority area for 

government investment, there was not a clear consensus across the region about the areas 

in which the government should invest resources. Job creation and employment programs 

are the top priority in Jordan, Lebanon, and the Palestinian territories. A majority of 

Jordanians (55 percent) choose this option, as do 45 percent of Lebanese, and 44 percent of 

Palestinians. In the West Bank, the share rises to 50 percent, while in Gaza, it is lower (35 

percent). Given that many Gazans (25 percent) also accord high priority to infrastructure, the 

lower share attributed to employment likely reflects the scale of destruction and of 

reconstruction needs. 

Egypt and Morocco place greater emphasis on public services. In both countries, a key 

demand is that investments should be made in education and skills development at 26 

percent and 29 percent, respectively. Healthcare is also a major priority in Morocco at 29 

percent.  

In Tunisia, priorities are more divided: 25 percent choose education and skills development, 

23 percent job creation, 14 percent infrastructure, and 13 percent healthcare. Syria is also 

somewhat divided, with 30 percent saying the primary investment should be in job creation, 

19 percent for infrastructure, 15 percent support for small and medium enterprises, and 12 

percent for education and skills development. 

These results show that citizens are not just focused on improving economic growth in the 

short term. Citizens are seeking the ability to live with dignity by having employment 

opportunities and investment in the future. Education, skills, healthcare, infrastructure, and 

job creation are all part of a broader demand for economic inclusion. In most countries, 

external assistance that is framed primarily around macroeconomic stabilization is too 

narrowly defined to address the full range of demands of MENA publics. 

Figure 9. Support for Attracting more Foreign Investment 
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The survey reveals that publics across MENA are open to foreign investment to help their 

economic conditions. Support is strongest in Lebanon and Syria, at 87 percent, followed by 

Jordan at 82 percent, Morocco at 76 percent, the Palestinian territories at 75 percent, Tunisia 

at 74 percent, and Egypt at 66 percent. This result is one of the most consistent across the 

region of any topic included in the survey. Perhaps building on the success of Morocco and, 

to a lesser extent, Egypt in attracting Chinese foreign investment in recent years, among 

other projects, citizens across the region appear to support foreign investment given that it 

could help improve economic conditions. In other words, citizens are not just looking for 

external assistance. Economic partnerships through FDI thus represent an opportunity for 

governments in the region and external partners that could be mutually beneficial for both 

parties. 

Despite the desire for foreign investment, citizens remain cautious about an economic 

system without a significant role for the state. When asked about a system that includes 

government ownership of major enterprises and industries, majorities say this system is 

suitable or very suitable in all countries surveyed. This level is highest in Jordan (81 percent) 

and Syria (80 percent) followed by 76 percent in the Palestinian territories, 73 percent in 

Egypt, 68 percent in Lebanon, and 67 percent in Morocco. Tunisia is lower but still majority 

supportive, at 60 percent. For many citizens, this may reflect the continued appeal of older 

social contracts in which governments were expected to provide public-sector employment, 

especially for educated citizens, along with broader protection from economic insecurity. 

Even where such arrangements have weakened or disappeared, the expectation that the 

state should play a central role in safeguarding livelihoods appears to remain politically 

salient. 

At the same time, most citizens do not appear to support an economic system in which 

private ownership and competition are absent. When asked whether a system with private 

ownership and economic competition is suitable, support is lower but still relatively high in 

many countries. It reaches 60 percent in Egypt, 54 percent in Morocco, 51 percent in 

Lebanon, 51 percent in Syria, and 50 percent in the Palestinian territories. Only in Jordan and 

Tunisia (42 percent, respectively), do fewer than half express support for such a system. This 

result should not be seen as contradictory. Rather, Arab publics appear to favor private 

activity within a framework in which the state remains responsible for broad economic 

direction and social protection. In other words, there seems to be support for a more 

capitalistic system as long as there are safeguards to ensure the well-being of all citizens. 

These findings suggest that economic reform that is framed only around liberalization may 

not resonate with publics who do not favor unfettered economic competition as the basis 

for the economy. At the same time, there is room for private investment and competition, 

including from foreign companies, if they yield better economic outcomes, job creation, and 

national development and work for the benefit of the country as a whole. 

 

 

Takeaways 
Overall, the KAS survey shows that economic issues remain a major concern in most 

countries. Citizens want jobs, services, skills, healthcare, and infrastructure. They are open to 

foreign investment and, in many cases, expect future improvement. But the gap between 

expectations and current conditions is large, especially in Lebanon, the Palestinian 

territories, Tunisia, Jordan, and Syria. Egypt and Morocco are more positive cases. In 
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Morocco especially, figures indicating satisfaction with the country’s current trajectory align 

with the Kingdom’s recent economic progress. Governments and external partners should 

therefore treat economic optimism as politically valuable but also fragile. Confidence can 

create space for reform, but it also raises expectations. If citizens do not see tangible 

improvements in their personal economic conditions, optimism can quickly give way to 

frustration. 

 

International Relations 
 

The horrific events of October 7, 2023 followed by the war in Gaza led to publics placing a 

greater emphasis on international events. The more recent Iran war has led to military 

attacks on a number of countries and major economic shocks, further increasing the 

salience of international affairs in the minds of ordinary citizens. 

The survey’s findings capture these changes but reveal a complex reality. Citizens in the 

region do not align neatly with any single bloc. China, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Qatar, Germany, 

France, and the European Union all receive relatively positive ratings in many countries. The 

United States is more polarizing, receiving majority favorability in some countries and very 

low ratings in others. One unifying dimension is that Israel is widely viewed as a threat, and 

attitudes toward the process of normalization remain skeptical.  

Iran is viewed through a more complex lens: its favorability is limited, but many citizens 

reject U.S. and Israeli action against Iran and support Iranian attacks on Israel. Because 

fieldwork took place after the start of the Iran war, these results are especially valuable as an 

early systematic snapshot of regional attitudes during the conflict’s initial impact on MENA 

publics. They also require care: answers to questions about Israel, Iran, and regional threats 

came at a moment when the political meaning of such answers was especially sensitive. 

 

 

Global Power Competition 
China is viewed favorably by majorities in every country surveyed, including by more than 

three-quarters in some countries. Favorability reaches 86 percent in Jordan, 81 percent in 

Tunisia, 72 percent in Morocco, 69 percent in Lebanon, 68 percent in the Palestinian 

territories, 65 percent in Egypt, and 56 percent in Syria. China’s strong standing across the 

region is one of the clearest trends on international affairs in the survey. Rather than a full 

endorsement of China’s system or its policies, it likely reflects its relatively limited 

involvement in the region including its lack of military intervention in recent conflicts and the 

absence of the colonial legacy associated with some Western powers. In effect, China’s 

perceived political neutrality and commitment to economic engagement in the region is 

viewed positively by Arab citizens.  
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Figure 10. China’s Favorability Rating 

 

However, other factors must also be at play. Since 2020, favorability toward China has risen 

by 11 points in Morocco, 22 points in Tunisia, 25 points in Lebanon, and 53 points in Jordan. 

In the last case, the high volume of relatively cheap Chinese imports of EV cars, which 

benefitted from reduced customs rates, may be driving some of this change. However, 

China’s gains likely reflect not only positive views of China itself, but also of its perceived role 

as a counterweight to the United States. As U.S. policy has become more closely associated 

with support for Israel’s military campaign in Gaza, some citizens may view China more 

favorably because it is seen as less directly implicated in recent regional conflicts and as an 

alternative to U.S.-led influence. 

By comparison, the United States’ image varies to a far greater extent. Positive perceptions 

are lowest in the Palestinian territories at 22 percent and in Tunisia at 27 percent. In the 

former, American support for Israel’s campaign in Gaza has alienated many Palestinians, 

while Tunisians have been particularly affected by this same concern. It is higher but still 

below half in Egypt and Lebanon, at 33 percent and 40 percent, although in the latter, views 

differ dramatically by sectarian identity. Jordan is evenly divided, which is a significant 

improvement from the past. The Jordanian increase should be interpreted with caution. 

Much of the change appears to reflect a sharp decline in the percentage of answers of “don’t 

know” or refusals to respond. There was no corresponding change in the percentage of 

unfavorable views of the U.S. This suggests that attitudes may have become more 

crystallized since 2020 or that the sensitive political environment at a moment when the U.S. 

is providing military support for the Jordanian government may have affected responses to 

this question.  
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Figure 11. The United States’ Favorability Rating 

 

In two countries, clear majorities hold positive views of the U.S. In Syria, 60 percent hold 

favorable views of the U.S., which may reflect the Trump administration’s strong embrace of 

President Ahmed al-Sharaa, who remains popular in the country. However, Morocco, a long-

standing U.S. ally, holds the most favorable views of the United States, with 64 percent 

saying they have a very or somewhat favorable view. Likely, this comes from the U.S. policy 

recognizing Moroccan sovereignty over Western Sahara, which has been a major issue in 

Moroccan politics. 

Age differences suggest that views of the United States may be more fluid than aggregate 

results imply. Younger citizens are more favorable toward the United States than older 

citizens in several countries. The youth advantage is especially notable in Egypt, where 40 

percent of those ages 18-29 view the U.S. favorably compared with 30 percent of those 30 

and older. It is also visible in Jordan, Tunisia, the Palestinian territories, and Morocco. In 

Morocco, 74 percent of youth view the United States favorably, compared with 60 percent of 

older respondents. These differences should be interpreted cautiously, but they may reflect 

younger citizens’ greater exposure to U.S.-linked cultural, educational, technological, and 

economic dimensions, especially through digital media. Younger respondents may therefore 

be somewhat more likely to distinguish between the United States as a cultural and 

economic actor as opposed to primarily a foreign-policy actor, at least compared with older 

generations. 

Since 2020, views of the United States have changed unevenly across the countries where 

trend data are available. Favorability toward the U.S. has increased in Jordan, rising from 27 

percent to 51 percent (24 points), as well as in Morocco, from 49 percent to 64 percent (15 

points), and Lebanon, from 25 percent to 40 percent (15 points). Tunisia is the main 

exception, where favorable views declined from 35 percent to 27 percent (8 points). Given 

that external surveys have shown a decline in support for the U.S. in the wake of the war in 



 

 

Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung e. V. 

country report August 2026 20
 20 

Gaza, it appears that the Iran war and the broader regional conflict may be driving these 

changes.  

Similar to the U.S., Russia is viewed unevenly across the countries surveyed. Favorability is 

highest in Morocco (61 percent), Tunisia (58 percent), and Egypt (52 percent), while views are 

more divided in Jordan (49 percent) and the Palestinian territories (45 percent). Russia 

receives substantially lower favorable ratings in Lebanon (37 percent) and Syria (29 percent). 

Overall, Russia retains meaningful support in parts of the region, but its standing is not 

uniformly positive. Rather than reflecting broad enthusiasm for Russia, these results likely 

point to a mix of factors, including its image as a counterweight to Western powers, older 

political ties in some countries, and the limits of that appeal where Russian policy is viewed 

through the lens of direct regional involvement, especially in Syria, where it was a staunch 

supporter of the Assad regime. 

When asked which global leader has the best policies for the Arab region, Chinese President 

Xi Jinping is most commonly cited in Tunisia (40 percent), Lebanon (31 percent), Jordan (29 

percent), Egypt (24 percent), and the Palestinian territories (23 percent). U.S. President 

Donald Trump leads in Syria (28 percent) and Morocco (24 percent). Russian President 

Vladimir Putin does not come first in any country surveyed, but receives substantial support 

in Tunisia (28 percent), the Palestinian territories (20 percent), and Egypt (17 percent). 

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen also does not lead overall in any 

country, but she is commonly cited in Syria (24 percent), Lebanon (17 percent), and Jordan 

(16 percent). In Jordan and the Palestinian territories, “none” is also a common response, 

cited by 26 percent in Jordan and 23 percent in the Palestinian territories, suggesting a 

meaningful skepticism toward the available global leadership options. 

 

 

Views of European Countries 
Germany is viewed positively by majorities in most countries surveyed. Favorability is 

highest in Syria, at 73 percent, followed by Tunisia at 70 percent, Morocco at 68 percent, 

Jordan at 66 percent, and Egypt at 52 percent. It is lower in Lebanon and the Palestinian 

territories, at 44 percent and 38 percent respectively. These results suggest that Germany 

retains a relatively positive public image in much of the region, which may be a reflection of 

its lack of involvement in the Iran war, despite demands from the U.S. administration for it 

to play a more active role in the conflict. 

Favorability toward Germany is relatively broad-based, with only limited evidence of a 

consistent age divide. Younger respondents are more favorable than those aged 30 or older 

in five of the seven countries surveyed, with the largest gaps in Morocco (24 points), the 

Palestinian territories (21 points), Tunisia (11 points), and Egypt (7 points). In Jordan the gap 

is four points, which falls at the border of the margin of error. However, the pattern is 

reversed in Lebanon, where older respondents are 10 points more favorable than youth (46 

percent vs. 36 percent), and Syria, where older respondents are seven points more favorable 

(76 percent vs. 69 percent). Meanwhile, there are no consistent differences by education or 

income in views of Germany.  
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Figure 12. Germany’s Favorability Rating 

 

Views of France vary more widely. Positive views of France are by far strongest in Lebanon 

(79 percent) followed by Morocco at 63 percent, Egypt at 55 percent, Syria at 54 percent, and 

Tunisia at 50 percent. Notably, with the exception of Egypt, France was the dominant 

colonial power in all these countries, resulting in strong historic ties with Paris. In Jordan (48 

percent) and the Palestinian territories (38 percent), which were historically linked with the 

United Kingdom, support is somewhat lower. As such, it appears that colonial legacy 

continues to shape public views across the region. 

European actors show a mixed trend since 2020. Germany remains favorably viewed in 

2026, but its standing has declined slightly since 2020 in Morocco (8 percentage points), 

Lebanon (6 points), and Tunisia (3 points). Jordan is the main exception, with favorability 

toward Germany rising by 29 points. France shows a more consistently positive trajectory 

across the overlapping countries, with especially large gains in Jordan (31 points) and 

Lebanon (19 points), followed by Morocco (15 points) and Tunisia (4 points). These shifts 

should not be read simply as a broad rebound in support for Europe or as approval of all 

European policy in the region. Rather, some European actors may have benefited from 

being perceived as less directly implicated in the Iran war than the United States, while views 

of Europe remain shaped by Gaza and the Palestinian issue. France’s improved standing 

may also reflect perceptions that it has recently become more responsive to Palestinian 

statehood and regional stability. 

The European Union receives largely favorable ratings, including from majorities in Morocco 

(68 percent), Jordan (64 percent), Lebanon (61 percent), the Palestinian territories (55 

percent), and Syria (54 percent). Meanwhile, about half (51 percent) in Tunisia have a 

positive view, as do 41 percent in Egypt. The EU’s image is therefore generally positive but 

not dominant, in effect falling between the high levels of support found for China and lower 

levels for the U.S. 
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When asked which European leader has the best policies for the Arab region, responses also 

vary substantially by national context. French President Emmanuel Macron is most 

commonly cited in Lebanon (64 percent), Morocco (26 percent), Egypt (24 percent), and the 

Palestinian territories (18 percent). Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni is most commonly 

cited in Tunisia (30 percent), while German Chancellor Friedrich Merz leads in Syria (27 

percent). In Jordan, “none” is the most common response overall (25 percent), while then-

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer receives the highest support among named leaders (19 

percent), followed closely by Giorgia Meloni (18 percent). 

Although publics generally hold positive views of Germany and France, they tend to interpret 

both countries’ foreign policies toward the MENA region through a lens of self-interest. 

Rather than seeing European policy as primarily values-driven or humanitarian, respondents 

most often point to economic interests, political interests, migration concerns, and relations 

with Israel as key motivations. 

For Germany, economic interests are the most common response in Jordan (35 percent), 

Tunisia (34 percent), Syria (25 percent), Morocco (24 percent), and Egypt (21 percent), while 

political interests slightly lead in Lebanon (31 percent) and the Palestinian territories (25 

percent). Political interests are also frequently cited in Jordan (26 percent), Syria (23 percent), 

and Morocco and Tunisia, though at lower levels (13 percent each). Relations with Israel are 

not the leading answer in any country, but they are especially salient in the Palestinian 

territories (19 percent), Jordan (13 percent), and Tunisia (11 percent). Humanitarian concerns 

are not seen as the primary motivation, though they are relatively prominent in Syria (23 

percent), Egypt (11 percent), and Morocco (10 percent). Migration concerns also appear in 

several countries, particularly Syria (21 percent), Lebanon (20 percent), and Tunisia (20 

percent). 

For France, economic interests are the most common response in Tunisia (35 percent), 

Jordan (35 percent), Morocco (30 percent), the Palestinian territories (27 percent), and Egypt 

(21 percent). However, political interests are the most common response in Lebanon (35 

percent) and Syria (31 percent), and are also highly salient in Jordan (31 percent) and the 

Palestinian territories (26 percent). Relations with Israel are not the dominant explanation 

for French policy, but they are cited by meaningful percentages in the Palestinian territories 

(15 percent), Jordan (14 percent), Tunisia (12 percent), and Syria (10 percent). Humanitarian 

concerns are commonly mentioned in Lebanon (24 percent) and Syria (18 percent), but are 

lower elsewhere, including Egypt (10 percent), Morocco (10 percent), the Palestinian 

territories (7 percent), Jordan (5 percent), and Tunisia (4 percent). Migration concerns are 

most often cited in Tunisia (18 percent) and Syria (13 percent), but remain below economic 

and political explanations in other countries. 

Overall, these responses suggest that publics do distinguish between German and French 

foreign policy to some extent, but they generally believe both are driven by each country’s 

own considerations. Economic and political interests dominate public perceptions, while 

humanitarian motives are present but rarely seen as the primary driver. Relations with Israel 

are not usually the top response, but they remain an important part of how publics 

understand European policy, especially in the Palestinian territories, Jordan, and Tunisia. 
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Views of Regional Powers 
Among regional powers, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and Qatar are viewed favorably by majorities 

in every country surveyed. Saudi Arabia is viewed favorably by 92 percent in Syria, 89 

percent in Jordan, 86 percent in Egypt, 81 percent in Morocco, 71 percent in Lebanon, 59 

percent in the Palestinian territories, and 53 percent in Tunisia. Turkey is also broadly 

popular, with especially high favorability in Jordan (85 percent), Syria (79 percent), Morocco 

(73 percent), and the Palestinian territories (72 percent); majorities also hold favorable views 

in Tunisia (63 percent), Egypt (63 percent), and Lebanon (55 percent). Qatar receives 

favorable ratings from more than two-thirds of respondents in Jordan (90 percent), Syria (84 

percent), Morocco (76 percent), Lebanon (75 percent), and the Palestinian territories (71 

percent), while majorities also hold positive views in Egypt (63 percent) and Tunisia (57 

percent). 

The United Arab Emirates is viewed favorably overall, but not by majorities in all countries 

surveyed. It is favored by 79 percent in Morocco, 69 percent in Egypt, 68 percent in Jordan, 

65 percent in Syria, 62 percent in Lebanon, 48 percent in the Palestinian territories, and 43 

percent in Tunisia.  

These favorable views are especially important because some regional powers are also 

perceived as influential in respondents’ own countries, as discussed in greater detail below. 

Saudi Arabia is especially notable: it is named as most influential more often than any other 

external actor in Egypt, is virtually tied with the United States in Jordan, and ranks among the 

leading perceived influences in Syria. Turkey is also cited at substantial levels in Syria. This 

combination of favorability and perceived influence gives regional actors a distinctive 

position. Unlike China, which is widely liked but less often seen as influential, and the United 

States, which remains highly visible but more polarizing, some regional powers appear to 

combine public goodwill with visible political influence. 

Moreover, these findings are notable as they span the divide between the Qatar and Turkey 

bloc and the Saudi-UAE bloc (which was a strong partnership until very recently). Citizens are 

largely supportive of both sides, which could result in part from recent events where Iran 

has attacked sites throughout the broader Middle East.  

Iran is the major exception among regional powers. No more than half hold a favorable view 

of Iran in any country surveyed. Iran is most popular in Tunisia (50 percent) followed by 43 

percent in Egypt, but its favorability falls to 40 percent in the Palestinian territories, 36 

percent in Lebanon, 34 percent in Morocco, 22 percent in Jordan, and just seven percent in 

Syria. Iran’s low favorability in the Palestinian territories is notable given its strong stated 

support for the Palestinian cause and anti-Israel policies, which do not seem to have won 

over Palestinian public opinion. In Syria, Iran’s long-standing support for the Assad regime 

likely explains its very low support.  
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Figure 13. Iran’s Favorability Rating 

 

Among regional powers, the overall trend in favorability since 2020 is broadly upward, but 

the pattern varies by country and actor. Saudi Arabia records some of the clearest gains, 

rising by 39 points in Jordan, 28 points in Lebanon, 24 points in Morocco, and seven points in 

Tunisia. Qatar has also gained ground with its favorability rising by 33 points in Jordan, 16 

points in Lebanon, and eight points in Tunisia. The UAE has also improved, rising by 22 

points in Jordan, 19 points in Lebanon, and 16 points in Morocco. 

Turkey remains popular in Morocco and Tunisia, despite a six-point decline in Morocco and 

no change in Tunisia, while recording substantial increases of 22 points in Lebanon and 20 

points in Jordan. Iran remains less favorably viewed than most other regional powers, but its 

image has also improved by 22 points in Tunisia, eight points in Jordan, and six points in 

Lebanon while remaining effectively unchanged in Morocco. 

When asked which regional leader has the best policies for the Arab region, responses again 

vary by national context. Egyptian President Abdel-Fattah el-Sisi dominates in Egypt, named 

by 72 percent. Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman is most commonly cited in Syria 

(43 percent), Lebanon (39 percent), and Jordan (37 percent), while Turkish President Recep 

Tayyip Erdoğan leads in the Palestinian territories (28 percent), Tunisia (25 percent), and 

Morocco (23 percent). UAE President Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan and former Iranian 

Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei do not lead in any country surveyed. In Morocco, 

however, the share who say they don’t know or refuse to provide a response is higher than 

support for any single leader, likely reflecting Morocco’s geographic distance from the 

countries led by these figures and perhaps the fact that King Mohammed VI was not one of 

the listed choices. 
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Greatest Influence in MENA 
The findings on favorability are linked, to some extent, to questions of influence. China is 

strongly supported but has a relatively limited political footprint in MENA, instead focusing 

on economic engagement. Former colonial powers have strong historic ties in many 

countries while the U.S. has been deeply involved in regional conflicts for decades. To parse 

favorability from influence, the survey included a question on which foreign country exerted 

the most influence in the respondents’ own country. Perhaps unsurprisingly, results vary 

widely across the region. 

In Lebanon, 43 percent name the United States, far above Iran at 14 percent and Saudi 

Arabia at 12 percent. Likely, this reflects the deep engagement of the Trump administration 

in recent months to bring Israel and Lebanon together at the negotiating table. 

In Jordan, Saudi Arabia and the United States are both prominent, named by 27 percent and 

26 percent respectively. In Egypt, Saudi Arabia is the most common answer, at 16 percent, 

followed by the United States at 10 percent. 

In the Palestinian territories, Israel is by far the most commonly named actor, at 36 percent, 

followed by the United States at 18 percent. In Syria, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and the United 

States are all cited at substantial levels, at 23 percent, 19 percent, and 19 percent 

respectively. Tunisia is the clearest case of French influence, with 26 percent naming France 

and 12 percent naming the European Union. Morocco is more divided: 20 percent are 

unable to choose, 15 percent name the United States, 15 percent name France, and eight 

percent name the European Union as the most influential external actor. 

Notably, China is not seen as having the most substantial impact in any country. At most, it is 

named by 10 percent in Tunisia and eight percent in Jordan. Similarly, Germany exhibits a 

wide gap between favorability and perceived influence. Although Germany is viewed 

positively by majorities in most countries surveyed, it is rarely named as the country with the 

greatest influence in respondents’ own countries, reaching only two percent in Tunisia and 

one percent or less elsewhere. Russia is also seen as having marginal influence, with at most 

three percent in Syria naming it as the country with the most influence. Despite the Iran war, 

Iran is not commonly cited as the primary country with influence, with at most 14 percent in 

Lebanon and four percent in Syria.  

These findings are important because influence is not the same as favorability. Some actors 

are seen as influential but not necessarily liked, while others are liked but not seen as having 

significant impact. The United States remains highly visible in many countries, but its 

visibility does not always translate into positive public attitudes. China and Germany are 

often highly favored but less frequently named as the most influential actors in domestic 

affairs. Meanwhile, regional powers and other European countries are routinely liked, with 

the former especially seen as having meaningful influence in MENA countries. 

 

 

Israel, the Peace Process, and Normalization 
The survey did not ask directly about the favorability of Israel, but when asked about the 

country that represents the greatest threat to the region, Israel was the most commonly 

named country in all countries surveyed, including by 67 percent in Lebanon, 62 percent in 

Jordan, 57 percent in Syria, 45 percent in Tunisia, 40 percent in Egypt, and 41 percent in the 

Palestinian territories. Morocco is the main exception to the regional pattern, but not 
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because another named actor is seen as a greater threat. Rather, 24 percent name Israel as 

the biggest threat to MENA security, while 53 percent do not identify a specific threat. This 

high non-response may reflect genuine uncertainty, reluctance to answer a sensitive 

question, geographic distance, or each of these three factors to some extent. Broader 

constraints on political expression may also form part of the context in which sensitive 

foreign-policy questions are answered, but the survey cannot determine whether such 

considerations shaped individual responses. 

Figure 14. Assessment of the Biggest Threat to MENA Security 

 

By comparison, the United States and Iran are far less commonly named as the biggest 

security threat to MENA. The U.S. is cited most often in the Palestinian territories (26 

percent), followed by Jordan (18 percent), Tunisia (17 percent), Egypt (10 percent), Lebanon 

(8 percent), Syria (7 percent), and Morocco (4 percent). Iran is cited most often in Syria (27 

percent), followed by Morocco (16 percent), Lebanon (16 percent), Jordan (12 percent), the 

Palestinian territories (11 percent), Tunisia (4 percent), and Egypt (3 percent). 

Given these concerns about Israel, it follows that support for the Abraham Accords is 

generally low across the region. Lebanon is the main exception at 41 percent, indicating 

support for normalization, which may be driven by practical concerns about the country’s 

future. The active war between Israel and Lebanon, together with the mobilization potential 

this situation creates for armed non-state actors like Hezbollah, make political and economic 

reforms particularly challenging for the country. Resolving the conflict with Israel, even if it 

leads to a cold peace, would offer Lebanon a far more realistic chance at stability. Elsewhere, 

support for normalization is highest in Morocco and Syria at 22 percent, followed by 21 

percent in Egypt, 11 percent in the Palestinian territories, 11 percent in Jordan, and eight 

percent in Tunisia.   
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Figure 15. Support for the Abraham Accords 

 

Figure 16. Additional Normalization with Israel: Anticipated effect on regional conflict 

 

Views of the Abraham Accords are directly shaped by concern for the Palestinian issue. In 

five countries, at least half of respondents say the Accords have had a negative impact on 

the Palestinian cause: Jordan (64 percent), the Palestinian territories (64 percent), Syria (57 

percent), Tunisia (53 percent), and Lebanon (50 percent). Within the Palestinian territories, 

this view is slightly more widespread in the West Bank (67 percent) than in Gaza (59 

percent). By contrast, the share saying the Accords have had a negative impact is lower in 

Egypt (27 percent) and Morocco (22 percent), both of which have official relations with Israel. 
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In both, the share saying they don’t know or refusing to answer is quite high at 39 percent in 

Egypt and 38 percent in Morocco, suggesting many may be reluctant to state their position 

on this sensitive topic. 

There is also a deep concern across MENA that further normalization with Israel would 

increase the risk of regional conflict. This view is particularly widespread in Jordan (76 

percent) and Tunisia (66 percent). It is also held by 62 percent in the Palestinian territories, 

45 percent in Syria, 43 percent in Lebanon, and 33 percent in Egypt. Morocco is again lower, 

with 21 percent saying further normalization increases the risk, while 24 percent say it has 

no effect and 29 percent do not provide an answer. Meanwhile, an even larger share of 

Egyptians say they don’t know or refuse to answer the question (37 percent). 

Despite remaining at low levels overall, support for normalization has increased since 2020 

in most countries. The largest gain is in Lebanon, where support rose by 17 percentage 

points, followed by Morocco (11 points) and Jordan (9 points). There was effectively no 

change in Tunisia during this period. Support for a two-state solution is mixed across the 

countries surveyed. Slight majorities support it in Lebanon (54 percent), Egypt (53 percent), 

and the Palestinian territories (52 percent), while support falls short of a majority in Morocco 

(47 percent), Tunisia (45 percent), Syria (43 percent), and Jordan (32 percent).  

Figure 17. Support for the Two-State Solution 

 

Age differences are striking on this issue, as younger citizens are less supportive of a two-

state solution than older citizens in every country surveyed. The gap is largest in the 

Palestinian territories, where youth are 28 points less supportive than those ages 30 and 

older, followed by Tunisia (19 points), Morocco (16 points), Jordan (15 points), Syria (14 

points), Lebanon (11 points), and Egypt (10 points). In the Palestinian territories, only 34 

percent of youth support a two-state solution compared with 62 percent of those ages 30 

and older. This dramatic difference likely points to the effect of the war in Gaza on the 

younger generation, who largely came of age politically during this period. Despite the 

challenges of realizing this process today, the generational gap suggests that partners for a 
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two-state peace exist to a greater extent among the generation of Palestinians currently in 

power. Without progress toward a peaceful solution, this support could evaporate among 

future generations. This reality makes realizing a solution all the more imperative at the 

current moment. 

 

 

The Iran War 
Much of the preceding analysis has been shaped by the long shadow of the Iran war across 

the region. Prior to this conflict, Iran was not widely favored. As previously detailed, that 

finding still holds today despite a marginal increase in favorability across the region. In part, 

this may be due to the fact that even if Arab publics do not see Iran favorably, many citizens 

hold positions more sympathetic to Iran than the U.S. or Israel in this conflict. Only small 

minorities agree or completely agree that Israel and the United States were justified in 

attacking Iran: five percent in Tunisia, six percent in the Palestinian territories, 10 percent in 

Jordan, 16 percent in Egypt and Lebanon, and 18 percent in Morocco. Syria is the main 

outlier at 38 percent. 

By contrast, majorities in Jordan, Tunisia, Lebanon, Egypt, and the Palestinian territories say 

Iran was justified in launching attacks on Israel. Support reaches 67 percent in Jordan, 66 

percent in Tunisia, 58 percent in Lebanon, 53 percent in Egypt, and 53 percent in the 

Palestinian territories. Syria is lower, at 46 percent, while Morocco is the lowest at 31 

percent. These results suggest that opposition to Israel and the United States can generate 

situational support for Iranian action, even among publics that do not necessarily favor Iran 

as a regional actor. 

However, Iran’s strategy during the war also appears to have undermined support for its 

cause. When asked if Iran was justified in launching attacks on Arab countries, only seven 

percent in Syria, 14 percent in Morocco, 16 percent in Jordan, 27 percent in Egypt and 

Lebanon, and 36 percent in the Palestinian territories agree. Tunisia is the exception, with 48 

percent agreeing. This distinction is crucial. Publics may approve of Iranian action against 

Israel in the current regional context, but they are far less willing to endorse Iranian attacks 

on Arab countries. 

Moreover, Iran’s nuclear program is a source of worry to many in the region. This is 

particularly true in Syria, where a majority (59 percent) are very or somewhat concerned, 

followed by 49 percent in Jordan, 42 percent in Lebanon, 42 percent in Morocco, 40 percent 

in the Palestinian territories, 39 percent in Egypt, and 36 percent in Tunisia. These findings 

caution against reading situational support for Iran’s actions as broad acceptance of Iran 

itself. For most publics, Iran is not a friend, and its policies remain a source of concern, 

particularly when they involve strikes on Arab countries. But there is also a sense that Iran 

was wrongly attacked and widespread support for its retaliatory actions against Israel.  
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Figure 18. Concern about Iran’s Nuclear Program 

 

 

 

Takeaways 
The international results suggest a complex and nuanced reality that must be carefully 

navigated. Favorability is highly conditional on actions and the specific moment in time at 

which opinion is being measured. The United States remains influential and is viewed 

favorably in some countries, but it is also associated with regional conflicts and receives very 

low ratings in the Palestinian territories and Tunisia. China’s favorable image gives it an 

opening, but few see it as a particularly influential country within the region. European 

actors are generally liked in many places, but publics often interpret their policies through 

interests rather than values, in addition to perceiving their on-the-ground influence as 

limited. 

For policymakers, the most important takeaway is that public opinion is shaped by the 

extent to which a foreign country’s actions are seen as aligned with the interests of the 

public at large. China’s focus on economic engagement and non-engagement in regional 

conflicts appears to benefit it. Meanwhile, those perceived as enabling regional conflict, 

ignoring Palestinian suffering, or applying double standards face public skepticism. At the 

same time, the Iran war appears to be reshaping attitudes across the region in ways that 

differ from the period defined primarily by the war in Gaza. Some European actors may have 

benefited from being perceived as less directly implicated in the Iran war than the United 

States, but these shifts should not be interpreted as broad approval of European policy. 

Views of Europe remain shaped by Gaza, the Palestinian issue, migration, economic 

interests, and perceptions of double standards. 

The findings on Israel and Iran also matter for regional diplomacy. Public opposition to 

normalization with Israel remains significant, and the belief that further normalization could 

increase conflict risk is widespread in several countries. At the same time, anger toward 



 

 

Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung e. V. 

country report August 2026 31
 31 

Israel is not automatically winning support for Iran. Instead, Iran’s image is context 

dependent. Support for Iran is often situational and tied to opposition to Israel or the United 

States rather than broad approval of Iran as a regional actor. Because the survey was 

conducted after the start of the Iran war, these results should be interpreted as conflict-

period attitudes, not necessarily as stable long-term baselines. This is especially important 

for countries with official ties to Israel, where some citizens may have balanced private 

views, national loyalty, and caution when responding to sensitive questions. 

 

Conclusion 
 

The survey presents a complex region with many different forces driving public opinion. 

Historical legacies, the lessons learned from the Arab Spring and its aftermath, and the 

economic dislocations from the COVID pandemic all shape current opinion. The war in Gaza 

and now the Iran war have significant, albeit different, effects throughout the MENA region. 

These events interact with domestic political contexts, yielding highly diverse regional 

findings. Syrians remain hopeful with the end of the civil war and the possibility of a new and 

better reality. Meanwhile, their neighbors in Lebanon struggle with a long-standing financial 

crisis but also harbor hope in a new opening that could finally bring change. Jordan finds 

itself in the crosshairs of the Iran war while its economy remains stagnant. The country’s 

close ties to the Palestinian issue lead many in Jordan to share similar views on international 

affairs with Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank.  

Egypt finds itself at a time of relative stability after the chaos that came out of the Arab 

uprisings, but also amidst an increasingly authoritarian regime that allows limited space for 

political engagement. Tunisians, exhausted by the post-Arab-Spring period and constant 

stagnation, find themselves returning to a similar political situation as before 2011, yet 

struggle to see alternatives.  

Morocco, on the other hand, appears to boast a public largely satisfied with the country’s 

post-Arab Spring trajectory, especially in economic matters. 

This diversity of countries yields findings that have many similarities but also significant 

differences, which were likely exacerbated by the conditions under which the survey was 

taken. The Iran war increased sensitivities for the survey environment, which makes it more 

challenging to field sensitive questions. 

Yet, despite these differences, there are also clear themes that emerge from the findings. In 

all countries, domestic attitudes are shaped by national trajectories, economic performance, 

institutional credibility, and the crisis environment in which fieldwork took place. Economic 

grievances remain central, particularly at the personal level, but they coexist with optimism 

in some countries and with strong demand for foreign investment. Internationally, publics 

are open to engagement from multiple external actors, but not when that engagement is 

seen as requiring normalization with Israel in the current environment. The unresolved 

situation with Iran continues to challenge regional security, but Iran also elicits context-

specific sympathy from much of the region. 

Ultimately, what is largely lacking is a clear vision for the future of the region. Beset by 

decades of conflict and instability across the region, it is difficult to imagine an alternative 

reality. Building a secure MENA region requires governments in the region and external 

partners to find durable solutions to the most vexing challenges to create an environment 
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where economies can succeed. Notably, some regional actors, particularly Saudi Arabia and 

Turkey, are largely viewed positively and perceived as influential, meaning both could be 

credible leaders in promoting a new vision for the region. Domestically, citizens remain 

hopeful for democracy but are too focused on security and tangible improvements to fully 

commit to such a system. And, economically, they demand a system that is more dynamic 

but also one that protects the poor and marginalized. 

Finding a way out of the region’s current predicament will be difficult, but the survey shows 

that many citizens have not given up on the possibility of a better future. This hope is 

politically important, but it also creates responsibility. Governments cannot assume that 

optimism will endure if economic pressures, weak services, and limited channels for political 

voice remain unaddressed. When the current regional instability eventually subsides, 

domestic concerns are likely to return even more clearly to the forefront of citizens’ 

concerns across the region. Rebuilding trust in parties, engaging civil society, improving 

economic conditions, and developing country-specific solutions should therefore remain 

central priorities. A more stable regional environment, including a resolution to the Iran war 

and a fair and durable solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, would help create better 

conditions for such changes. Ultimately, however, governments in the region will largely 

determine the extent to which existing optimism provides a foundation for reform or gives 

way to renewed disappointment. 
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