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Dear Readers,

“Whether for humanitarian, development policy, economic reasons 
or out of self-interest, it is necessary to contain the spread of dis-
eases. As a community of nations, we have a joint responsibility to 
do so”, said German Chancellor Angela Merkel in Berlin this May. 
This is not the only statement demonstrating how the international 
community of nations increasingly turns its attention to establish-
ing and protecting Global Health architecture, in which Germany 
plays a central role. This is the emphasis of Ilona Kickbusch’s arti-
cle in this issue, too. Despite positive developments, it is urgently 
necessary to invest even more in this field and for Germany’s own 
activities to be better coordinated. This also calls for joint Euro-
pean commitment, as Daniela Braun points out in her article on 
the current status of European health security. Only cooperation at 
the EU level will enable the timely identification and containment 
of Global Health risks such as pandemics. The previous EU mech-
anisms are an important step in the right direction, but existing 
structures need to be progressively consolidated and refined.

Ultimately, the global strengthening of health systems in all 
countries will pay off, as Christopher Elias argues in the subse-
quent interview. Governmental and civil society actors must work 
together with representatives of business to guarantee that devel-
oping and emerging countries in particular enjoy basic medical 
services. Peter Hefele says that the people in these countries are 
most sensitive to the relationship between climate change and 
health. Climatic changes have both a direct and indirect impact 
on human health. Thus, it is important to focus more sharply on a 
Global Health policy that is resilient in the face of climate change. 

Examining specific developing and emerging countries shows 
how governmental failure increases the risk of epidemics and 
pandemics spreading. While the HIV crisis in South Africa seems 
to be under control despite significant shortcomings and cur-
rent increases in new infections, as Michaela Braun relates, the 
Ebola crisis in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, about 
which Benno Müchler writes, is more acute than ever. In both 
cases, governmental failure can be identified as one of the obsta-
cles to successfully combatting these diseases. The international 
community of nations must draw lessons from this and develop 
proactive mechanisms that contain local crises and prevent the cross- 
regional spread of diseases by enhancing structures on the ground. 
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Veronika Ertl and Martina Kaiser also believe that it is the respon-
sibility of the international community to build and maintain suit-
able local structures in order to achieve global sustainability goals 
in the area of health. These goals, which  incorporate health as a 
factor, are especially difficult to achieve in fragile countries char-
acterised by conflict such as Venezuela and Yemen.

In recent years, Germany has assumed international responsibil-
ity in the area of Global Health. The Federal Chancellor and her 
Health Ministers, Hermann Gröhe and Jens Spahn, have greatly 
increased Germany’s commitment in this policy field. There is 
no doubt that all regions of the world have to overcome different 
health policy tasks. However, since the world has grown into a 
lively exchange of people and goods, the consequences of Global 
Health risks cannot be limited to individual regions. The arti-
cles in this issue clearly show that ultimately every country must 
intensify its cooperation in the health sector. This is the only way 
to effectively improve the health of all people worldwide. Ger-
many, with its expertise and innovative capabilities, can continue 
to assume international responsibility that lies in its own inter-
ests: Health is an important prerequisite for economic and social 
development, security, democracy, a life of dignity, and for tack-
ling root causes of migration and flight.

I wish you a stimulating read.

Yours,

Dr. Gerhard Wahlers is Editor of International Reports, Deputy  
Secretary General and Head of the Department European and  
International Cooperation of the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung  
(gerhard.wahlers@kas.de).
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