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Residents of Worcester remember the Shoprite bombing of 1996 for the traumatic event 

it was. But it has also set the scene for a truly South African story of transformation.

Black Christmas, a recently released documentary film, may have opened many wounds 

for local victims, but according to award-winning South African filmmaker Mark Kaplan it 

shows the inspirational way that survivor Olga Macingwane reached out to perpetrator 

Stefaans Coetzee, providing the inspiration for forgiveness among other survivors.

In so doing, the hour-long film, which was screened this past weekend in Worcester, 

explores how complex it is for many to find the courage to forgive, and what it took for 

perpetrator Coetzee to change and, in the victims’ eyes, deserve parole.

The story has also motivated Professor Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela of Stellenbosch 

University, producer of the film, to initiate research into the historical experiences of 

human violations and how they transform lives afterwards.

It tells both sides of the story, building a knowledge base of what the possibilities are 

when people listen to each other.

“When it comes to different race groups, we are so afraid or don’t trust each other, but 

when you hear the pain and truly listen the unexpected can happen,” Gobodo-

Madikizela said.

According to Kaplan, who in the past has made films dealing with issues relating to 

apartheid, the film is not only important for Worcester, where extraordinary things have 

happened, but for South Africa. It sheds light on the kind of dynamics and depths of 

hatred that led to the bombing in the first place, dynamics the country still grapples with 

today.

“The extent to which people overcome their fears and prejudices, as is evident among 

the survivors in the film, is something everybody will relate to,” Kaplan said.

Of the subjects of the many films he has directed, Kaplan believes Coetzee is the only one 

who has so far shown true remorse. The documentary articulates black pain, not only 

through the eyes of the survivors, but also through those of the perpetrator.

Its Worcester screening was a collaboration among the local community, Deon Snyman 

of the Restitution Foundation, who works with the Worcester Hope and Reconciliation 

Process, and the Khulumani Support Group.
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MyStem: Het jy meer op die hart?

Stuur jou mening van 300 woorde of minder na MyStem@netwerk24.com en ons sal dit 

vir publikasie oorweeg. Onthou om jou naam en van, ‘n kop-en-skouers foto en jou dorp 

of stad in te sluit.

Ons kommentaarbeleid

Netwerk24 ondersteun ‘n intelligente, oop gesprek en waardeer sinvolle bydraes deur 

ons lesers. Lewer hier kommentaar wat relevant is tot die onderwerp van die artikel. Jou 

mening is vir ons belangrik en kan verdere menings of ondersoeke stimuleer. Geldige 

kritiek en meningsverskille is aanvaarbaar, maar hierdie is nie ‘n platform vir haatspraak of 

persoonlike aanvalle nie. Kommentaar wat irrelevant, onnodig aggressief of beledigend 

is, sal verwyder word. Lees ons volledige kommentaarbeleid hier

MELD AAN of REGISTREER om kommentaar te lewer. Dit neem 

net twee minute! 
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Cindi81

Ek is betroubaar, lojaal en gee 

baie om vir die mense rondom 

my. Ek hou van ontspan in die 

natuur en lees asook om tyd saam 

Sien die Profiel
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Ek is die eerlike, saggeaarde en 

opregte tipe. What you see is 

what you get. Ek het die punt in 

my lewe bereik waar ek nou wil 

Sien die Profiel

Elliee100

Ek is lief vir die natuur buite lewe. 

Ek is opreg, mal oor braai en kuier 

saam vriende en familie.

Sien die Profiel
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