
SPECIAL INITIATIVE  

„ONE WORLD –  NO HUNGER“ 
Strengthening women’s land ownership and land use rights in 

NAMIBIA 

Implemented by: 



 Overall objective: To improve 
the secure and just access to 
recources and land and land use 
rights for women 
 

 Regions: Omusati-, Oshana-, 
Ohangwena- and Oshikoto 
 

 Funding period: 2016 – December 
2019 
 

 Women‘s Action for 
Development (WAD): WAD was 
created by the Konrad Adenauer 
Foundation as a self-initiated 
measure in 1994. WAD aims at 
enabling the women of Namibia to 
improve their living conditions 
through self-help activities and to 
assert their rights in society.   

 
 

BASIC PROJECT INFORMATION 





 
 Challenges: conflict between the two systems: statutory land tenure regimes and 

customary land tenure regimes 
 Injustices against women (customs, society) 
 70% of the women indicated that they inherited the land (either from their late 

husbands or their parents). Only 15% obtained their land through application 
from the TA which indicates the disaggregated percentages. 

 Only 20% of the respondents confirmed knowing the CLRA.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

BASELINE STUDY - FINDINGS 

W
o
m

e
n
’s

 o
p
in

io
n
 o

n
 th

e
 b

e
n
e
fits

 o
f th

e
 C

L
R
A
 



 
• Positive legal existing framework on protecting land rights of women: 

 

• Namibian Constitution, Art. 10 „(1) All persons schall be equal before the 
law. (2) No person may be discriminated against on the grounds of sex, 
race, colour, ethnic origin, religion, creed or social or economic status.“ 
 
 

• Traditional Authorities Act 25 of 2000: Traditional Authorities must 
„promote affirmative action amongst the members of that community“, 
particulary „promoting gender equality with regard to positions of 
leadership‘. 
 

• Communal Land Reform Act 5 of 2002: Art. 26(2) Upon the death of the 
holder of a right referred to in subsection (1) such right reverts to the Chief 
or Traditional Authority for re-allocation forthwith - 

   (a) to the surviving spouse of the deceased person, if such spouse  
  consents to such allocation; or” (…) 

 

 
 

 
 

 

LEGAL SITUATION IN NAMIBIA 



SUN,  
Monday 4 July 
2016 

Legal framework, that disadvantages women in Namibia 



 
 

• „One World – No Hunger“ Conference in Windhoek 

WHAT HAS HAPPENED IN 2017 
 



 

 

• Project Goal 1: Women in the project regions are informed about their rights, 
the contexts of traditional and codified law and the possible means of legal 
redress and begin to demand these rights 

  4 Workshops only for women – 198 Participants 

WHAT HAS HAPPENED IN 2017 
 



 
 

• Project Goal 2: Traditional authorities increasingly take codified law into 
consideration in arbitrating land questions and strengthen the position of women 
in questions of land use and land ownership.  

  4 Workshops for TA‘s – 295 participants 

WHAT HAS HAPPENED IN 2017 
 



WORKSHOPS IN NAMIBIA 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

Workshop for women only Workshop for TA’s 

2 days 4 days 

Workshop Materials: 
Comic 
Fact Sheet 
Constitution 
Communal Land Reform Act 

Workshop Materials: 
Comic 
Fact Sheet 
Constitution 
Communal Land Reform Act 

Content: 
Human Rights and the Namibian 
Constitution 
Family Law (Gender and Culture, 
Law of Succession) 
My rights as a woman in the CLRA 

Content: 
The role and Power of TA 
Vulnerable Groups 
Human Rights and the Namibian 
Consitution 
Gender, Culture and Customary 
Law 
Communal Land Reform Act 
Strategies ensuring land rights of 
women are protected 



WORKSHOPS IN NAMIBIA 
 



  

• Project Goal 3: Political decision-makers consider the basic interests and need 
of women in land reform initiatves and the associated legislation. Goal 1 + 2  

   Theatre drama during the Ongwediva Trade Fair – visitors trade fair:  

  170.000  

WHAT HAS HAPPENED IN 2017 
 



 
 
• Live Radio Programme (Goal 1,2)  

 
• Reprinting of workshop material: Guide to the Communal Land Reform Act 

in English and Oshiwambo),  Comics (Goal 1,2,3) 
 

 
 
 

WHAT HAS HAPPENED IN 2017 
 



 

 
 

• Monotoring meetings/follow ups with TA‘s and women 
 
• Ombadja TA, Okalongo: 
• After workshop, meetings were called at the villages and the traditional 

councilors held meetings with headmen/women 
• Community has been warned about land-grabbing -> improvement for 

widows, numbers of land grabbings went down 
• Act is well understood now 
• Positive attitude towards women empowering 
• Challenges: Some leaders are resistent in accepting gender equality 

 
• Women Workshop, Onambutu Village 2018: 
• „life changing“ 
• Confident about their rights and equality 

 
 
 
 

MONITORING - ACHIEVEMENTS 
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Based on the filled out forms 



 

MONITORING - ACHIEVEMENTS 
 

Based on the filled out forms 



 

 
• Continuing live Radio Programme in Oshiwambo 

 
• New Structure for Workshops (Visualization, short films) 

 
• 8 Workshops for Traditional Authorities and Communal Land Board Members 

 
• 8 Community Workshop for women (widows, single mothers,…) 

 
• Awareness Raising Community meetings x 10 including theater drama 

 
• Reprinting of existing material 

 
• Movie vor NBC - TV 

 
 
 

 
 
 

PLANNING 2018 
 



 

IMPRESSIONS 2018 
 

Filming short 
films 



Thank you  
Vielen Dank 

Dankie 
Tangi 

 


