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Freedom convoy protests in Canada, and a de-escalation
over Ukraine

Sarasi Ganguly and Ashwin Immanuel Dhanabalan
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Led by the truck drivers, the anti-COVID measures protest took a new turn in Canada with
the use of heavy trucks to block roads and bridges. (Image Source: CNN)

Canada: Freedom convoys and a new wave of protests

In the news

On 8 February, thousands of truck drivers in Canada, with heavy vehicles and rigs, blocked the
Ambassador Bridge, the busiest route connecting Detroit to Windsor, Canada. On 7 February,
Ottawa Mayor Jim Watson declared a state of emergency in the city over the protests against
vaccine mandates. Mayor Watson suggested that the emergency was needed for police to
control the protestors who are being called “volatile.” Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said in a
statement: “Canadians were shocked and frankly disgusted by the behaviour displayed by some
people protesting in our nation’s capital.”

Issues at large
First, the state of COVID-19 protests in Canada. The protests started in January when the

Canadian government imposed a vaccine mandate, compulsory covid testing and quarantine
on truck drivers entering Canada through the US-Canada border. A convoy of truckers
protested this move, calling it a violation of rights. Under the banner “Freedom Convoy," a
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thousand truckers marched towards Ottawa from Vancouver. Reports of constant honking of
truck horns, damage to monuments, and racial attacks followed. Small businesses and soup
kitchens have been affected by the protestors who are threatening to close down shops or
prohibiting people from commuting in peace.

Second, the copycat protests. Freedom Convoy attracted the support of numerous civilian
groups, right-wing supporters, and anti-vaxxers, who made their support clear by joining the
protesting drivers in Ottawa, a week later. Freedom convoy had used the crowdfunding
platform GoFundMe to fund their protests, which raised a total of CD 10 million. After the
unlawful activities in the protests, GoFundMe has seized the funds and promised
reimbursement to all who paid. There are similar attempts in the US, Australia and New
Zealand. Protesters in New Zealand have marched up to Wellington in solidarity with the
Freedom Convoy. Small and large vehicles drove around the cities with banners of
“Unvaccinated Lives Matter "and “Give us back our freedom,” echoing their support of the
truck drivers who are demanding freedom from the government mandate of vaccines.

Third, the state response. The government took a strong stand against the protestors for
blocking key roadways and disrupting civilian life. The Ottawa police mentioned no off-days
for their officers in light of recent events. The protest has been declared “unlawful.” Eighty
criminal investigations are underway, thousands of litres of petrol have been seized, and a
hundred trucks have been reported to contain children in an unsafe environment.

In perspective
First, the use of trucks and heavy vehicles is a new addition to the ongoing wave of Covid-19

protests. The Freedom Convoy protesting against compulsory vaccination and health mandates
can indicate state failure to raise awareness about Covid-19 as an ongoing problem.

Second, the Canadian protests are giving way to protests in Europe, the US, Australia and New
Zealand. Referred to as the Copycat protests, they consist of anti-vaxxers, right-wing political
and extremist groups, religious groups that do not agree with state-imposed health mandates
and similar conservatives.
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The Ukraine crisis: Dialogues, discussions, and diplomatic

meets continue

In the news

On 8 February, the leaders of Germany, France, and Poland met in Berlin to discuss the crisis
in Ukraine. Polish President Andrzej Duda said: "We must show that we speak in one voice,"
showing a united goal of keeping peace in Europe. Germany's Chancellor Olaf Scholz talked
about unexpected and far-reaching consequences on Russia if it violated Ukraine's sovereignty
and territorial integrity.

On the same day, Macron visited Kyiv to meet Ukrainian President VVolodymyr Zelenskyy to
further negotiations concerning Russia and Ukraine. Macron said "concrete, practical
solutions" could de-escalate the crisis between the two countries. However, Zelenskyy said he
does not "trust words in general,” and hoped to see concrete de-escalation steps from the
Russian side. Zelenskyy also mentioned how the talks with Macron were fruitful and expected
another meeting soon by the Normandy group.

On 7 February, Scholz met with US President Joe Biden in Washington. The Nord Stream 2
pipeline (NS2P) was a key point of discussion as Biden said: "If Russia invades, that means
tanks or troops crossing the border of Ukraine again, then there will be no longer a Nord Stream
2...We will bring an end to it." Scholz's stance concerning the gas pipeline was ambiguous,
but he said the US and Germany were acting together and if Russia was to attack Ukraine, both
the countries would take stern steps against it.

On the same day, French President Emmanuel Macron met with his Russian President VIadimir
Putin in Moscow to de-escalate the Ukrainian standoff. Macron initiated the meeting, saying:
"This discussion can make a start in the direction in which we need to go, which is toward a
de-escalation." He further mentioned how Putin had assured him of continuing engagement
diplomatically and indicated a desire to maintain the stability and territorial integrity of
Ukraine. Putin commented: "A number of his ideas, proposals, which are probably still too
early to talk about, I think it is quite possible to make the basis of our further joint steps.”

Issues at large
First, the initiatives in Europe. The multiple meetings led by the leaders of France, Germany,

Poland and Ukraine brings the focus to Europe. The UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson earlier
had reassured Russia of NATO's role simply as a defensive alliance. Moreover, the
reappearance of the Minsk Agreements and the Weimar Triangle format indicates Europe’s role
and ambition in dealing with the crisis at hand.

Second, threats from the transatlantic partners. The US had ordered about 3,000 troops and
military equipment that were to be deployed in Poland and Romania to protect NATO's eastern
flank. At the same time, Germany sent 350 troops to Lithuania to reinforce the NATO battle
group. NATO is also scheduled to extend its Enhanced Forward Presence (EFP) strategy to
Slovakia, Hungary, Romania, and Bulgaria. The latest threat on the Nord Stream two pipeline
will add to the frictions between the US, Germany, and Russia.
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Third, mixed signals from Putin. Russia has been diplomatically engaging with the European
countries, but at the same time, it has amassed 110,000 troops along the border of Ukraine.
Putin had also accused Biden of not responding to Moscow's concerns and felt it was being
ignored. Russia has been stressing adherence to the 1999 agreement, the violation of which
was the basis of the Ukraine crisis. However, Russia also escalated by holding military
exercises in Belarus after sending 30,000 troops. It had also sent nuclear-capable bombers to
fly over Belarus amid tensions and talks.

Fourth, Macron's role and the emphasis on the Normandy format. Macron's role in accelerating
discussions and in-person meetings has also increased Russian and Ukrainian trust in the
Normandy format. The revival of the Normandy format can be seen as the next straw of
practical engagements between Russia, Ukraine, Germany, and France in the Ukrainian crisis.

In perspective
First, two months into the crisis, the concerns have not been averted yet. But, the prospects to

de-escalate the tensions in Ukraine have increased. The resurgence of the Weimar Triangle and
the Normandy format has opened de-escalation channels.

Second, with the increase in options and Europe's initiatives, the US has been sidelined amidst
the recent meetings and standpoints, as reflected in Sholz's ambiguous stance on the NS2P
pipeline as Biden was clear on ending it if Russia attacked.

Third, Macron's diplomacy in Europe aligns with his push for the EU's strategic autonomy.
Fourth, Putin has been giving out mixed signals to either avert an immediate military

confrontation or to use the opportunity to revisit and improve its relations with European
governments.

Also, from around the world
By Padmashree Anandhan, Sejal Sharma and Satyam Dubey

Peace and Conflict from East and Southeast Asia

China: Seoul accusation of cultural appropriation rejected as groundless

On 8 February, the Chinese embassy in Seoul called the accusation of "cultural appropriation"
of Korean ethnic minority in China during the opening ceremony of the Beijing Winter
Olympics groundless. The Chinese embassy, on its official WeChat account, said that they
respect South Korean history, culture and traditions and also hope that the feelings of all ethnic
groups in China including Korean ethnicity will be respected. The issue came in the limelight
after South Korean ruling party lawmaker Lee So-Young criticized the Chinese move of
exhibiting the Hanbok, the traditional costume of South Korea, among the costumes of Chinese
minorities at the ceremonial opening function of the Beijing games. Some Seoul-based
politicians and activists called this as Chinese tactics of "cultural engineering".

China: UN chief desired to allow credible human rights mission to Xinjiang

On 6 February, the United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres expressed his
expectations during a meeting with Chinese President Xi Jinping, that Beijing should allow
human rights chief Michelle Bachelet to make a credible visit to the Xinjiang region. The UN
human rights commissioner has long sought the allowance to visit Xinjiang to investigate the
cases of abuse against Uyghurs and other minorities in Xinjiang. However, President Xi
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Jinping, on the sideline of the Beijing Winter Olympics, said that “promoting democracy should
be the priority of the mission rather than defaming the Chinese model of democracy which is
even superior to the Western multiparty model."

North Korea: US, Japan and South Korea to meet for talks on Pyongyang militarisation

On 7 February, baffled by the Pyongyang’s back-to-back missile tests, the US, Japan and South
Korea decided to hold a trilateral meeting in Hawaii this week to discuss the issue of contention.
South Korean Foreign Ministry said that all three sides, including the special representative for
Korean Peninsula peace and security affairs, Noh Kyu-Duk, will hold a detailed and in-depth
talk on finding a new way to have a dialogue with North Korea. All eyes are set on the trilateral
meeting in Honolulu, whether it will succeed in producing a concrete outcome to enhance
economic, military and diplomatic stress on North Korea to stop destabilizing the region.

Myanmar: Military junta torched hundreds of homes to crush the resistance

On 6 February, Myanmar villagers accused junta troops of burning hundreds of homes in the
North-west regions of the country, intending to suppress the resistance. Local media reported
that around 600 homes in the two villages had been torched into the fire which consumed
properties and transports. The PDF fighters looking to crush the revolt against the military junta
in Myanmar which replaced a democratically-elected government.

Peace and Conflict from South Asia

India: MEA objects to social media posts of South Korean auto companies on Kashmir

On 8 February, the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) objected to the social media posts of
the Hyundai Motor Company based in Pakistan. The post was found calling for “Freedom” for
Kashmir to be “offensive.” Apart from Hyundai, other auto companies and US MNC'’s situated
in Pakistan such as Kentucky Fried Chicken and Pizza Hut, Japanese companies Osaka
batteries, Atlas Honda Limited also posted similarly asking for solidarity and liberation for
Kashmir.

Sri Lanka: Protest over the use of bottom trawling by Indian fishermen

On 4 February, northern Sri Lankan fishermen protested over the death of two fishermen from
Jaffna. They blamed the Indian fishermen for engaging in a clash and protested against bottom
trawling fishing used by the latter.

India: Students in Karnataka protest over wearing hijab

On 10 February, high schools and colleges in Karnataka were shut down due to student protests
over wearing hijab. A section of the students are protesting to allow wearing Hijabs. The
protests spread to other colleges across India.

Pakistan: Five soldiers killed in a clash with Afghan-insurgents

On 7 February, the attack on Angoor Tangi check-post by terrorists killed five soldiers. The
firing continued for three hours and attempts were made to destroy the fence along the Pak-
Afghan border. The terrorist group also suffered heavy casualties. Pakistan has reprimanded
the attacks and has called on Afghanistan to curb them. Terrorist attacks have been on the rise
in Pakistan since the Taliban came into power.

Afghanistan: UN report on state functioning following political change

On 7 February, the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) monitoring team published a
report claiming that foreign insurgent groups are at ease in the state, owing to the recent change
in power. The report further mentions the possibility of Afghanistan becoming a shelter for
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these terrorist groups. The Islamic Emirate has denied these claims, stating that they are
upholding their anti-terrorism commitments under the Doha Agreement.

Peace and Conflict from Central Asia, Middle East and Africa

Kazakhstan: Fresh strikes and protests demanding jobs

On 7 February, hundreds of people gathered in front of the Zhanaozen town administration
office demanding jobs from the local and central government in the local oil industry. Mayor
Ibagharov promised to look into the matter; however, the protestors demanded immediate
administrative action.

Azerbaijan: Captured Armenian soldiers repatriated

On 7 February, Azerbaijan sent back eight Armenian soldiers who were captured during the
deadly conflict last year. Armenian casualties in the conflict included six soldiers with more
than 30 servicemen captured, while Azerbaijan lost seven of its soldiers. This comes in light of
the mediating talks held between the two nations to reduce border tensions. The group of
soldiers included several servicemen who were involved in the mid-November border clashes.
The plane used to transport the group was sent by France, as a statement to the European
Union’s support for stability and prosperity in the region.

Syria: US raid kills ISIS leader

On 3 February, in an operation in the Idlib province, the US Special Operations Forces closed
in on ISIS global leader Qurayshi, where he died by detonating a suicide vest. His wife and
children were killed along with him. Other casualties in a two-hour-long operation include five
combatants and four civilians, as reported by the Pentagon. However, the White Helmets, a
Syrian Defence Organisation, claims the death of thirteen civilians which, includes six children
and four women. Eight children were evacuated by the US forces from the combat site. Abu
Ibrahim al Hashimi al Qurayshi, also known as Hajji Abdullah was the successor of al
Baghdadi who was killed in 2019. He is the third leader of the terrorist group to die in a US
operation, in the last decade.

Syria: 600 child detainees held in appalling conditions in ISIL prison

On 6 February, UNICEF reported about the terrible living conditions of the inmates held in the
conflicted Ghwaryan prison amidst the Kurdish-1SIS clashes. The prison holds more than 3000
inmates, out of which 600 are children as young as twelve years old. These children aged
between 12 and 18 were a part of displacement camps that housed thousands of child fighters.
UNICEF has condemned the detention and called for immediate release and handing over of
children to child protection agencies. It has also demanded that foreign children be repatriated.

Yemen: Civilian facilities used as missile launch bases by Houthi fighters

On 8 February, the government-controlled areas in the northern province of Hajjah were
targeted by Houthi forces. The militia fired four ballistic missiles using the Hodeidah Port and
Sanaa airport as launch bases. The opposing Saudi-led coalition hit military targets in Sanaa
and destroyed a ballistic missile launcher in Al-Jawf, through airstrikes. The missile attacks
are a part of the Houthi offensive against government forces who are trying to recapture
Haradh, the largest land entry point to Saudi Arabia. The coalition has accused the Houthis of
increasingly using civilian facilities as military bases and seeks to take substantial measures to
reduce the threat to civilian life.

KONRAD _
‘ ADENAUER NIAS-IPRI- KAS Conflict Weekly #110
am STIFTUNG



Africa: UN World Food Programme warns severe drought conditions

On 8 February, the UN World Food Programme issued a warning about the rising drought
conditions in the Horn of Africa. It recorded that close to 13 million people from Ethiopia,
Kenya and Somalia are experiencing severe hunger due to the adverse situation. The region is
under duress due to failed rainy season, which has destroyed the crops, resulting in abnormal
deaths of livestock. The Regional Director in the WFP Regional Bureau for Eastern Africa
said: “Harvests are ruined, livestock are dying, and hunger is growing as recurrent droughts
affect the Horn of Africa.” He also called for humanitarian support to form resilience for the
communities in Africa. Apart from livestock, the impending famine has also affected pastoral
and farmer populations in various parts of southern and south-eastern Ethiopia and south-
central Somalia.

Sudan: Violent clash in Darfur

On 6 February, an unknown number of people were left dead and injured after a violent clash
between military forces and armed groups at the United Nations Hybrid Operation in Darfur
(UNAMID) facilities centre in the Darfur region of Sudan. The military leader of Sudan said
that the looting and attack led by the group forced the UN's World Food Programme to
temporarily suspend operations in the Darfur region. Soon, a national joint force would replace
the UNAMID peacekeepers. There has been an increase in violence and clashes in the Darfur
region since 2020 after a deal was signed with former rebel groups and after ceasing operations
of UNAMID in 2021.

Madagascar: 20 killed after Cyclone Batsirai hit the eastern coast of Madagascar

On 7 February, the tropical storm cyclone Batsirai hit Madagascar's eastern coast leaving
behind 20 dead people and thousands displaced. The national meteorological department
informed that it has caused little risk to other areas as it quickly moved towards Southwest
across the island without touching the capital Antananarivo. The director-general of the
National Office for Risk and Disaster Management said, "The first thing the government is
doing is to look how to repair and rehabilitate the administrative buildings and zprioritizing
hospitals as well as healthcare centres.

Peace and Conflict from Europe and the Americas

Ukraine: UK proposed a new military pact alliance for Kyiv

On 1 February, UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson visited Ukraine, where he proposed to form
a military pact between Kyiv, Poland and the UK. Johnson also announced to provide Ukraine
financial support of EUR 100 million along with anti-tank weapons and military training to
Ukrainian Soldiers. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, even before the official
presentation of the little alliance, called it a 'sign of hope' for Kyiv.

Europe: Cyberattacks disrupted oil companies' operations for several hours

On 4 February, several Europian based oil transport and storage companies faced cyberattacks
that disrupted their IT operations. The Oiltanking in Germany, SEA-Invest in Belgium and
Evos in the Netherlands reported that this was a coordinated cyberattack that affected the IT
system, and the companies are working to get a backup. Though the IT systems of firms are
operational, some of the dozen companies affected by these cyber-attacks were forced to
operate at a limited capacity and investigate the incident.
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Nicaragua: State to take over universities critical of the government

On 7 February, a legislation was passed allowing the government to take over the six
universities which were shut down over anti-government sentiments last week. The incident
follows a series of clampdowns on dissent by Daniel Ortega. Five foreign universities were
also stripped off their permits on account of violations. The licences were linked to programs
run by these universities in Nicaragua. However, the government has stated that the National
Council of Universities will make sure that education is not affected for the 14000 students of
these universities.

Nicaragua: Ortega condemns Salvadoran navy for trespassing maritime border

On 8 February, the Nicaraguan government criticized the El Salvadoran navy for violating
territorial waters in the Gulf of Fonseca. The incursion seemed to be provoking in nature and
involved several military vessels. The Gulf of Fonseca has been a subject of dispute for
decades, including several decisions by the ICJ in the Netherlands, as it is shared by Honduras,
Nicaragua and El Salvador. The incident comes in light of the bilateral treaty signed by
Nicaragua and Honduras regarding jurisdictional waters in the Gulf of Fonseca, last year- to
which EIl Salvador has refused to participate.

Caribbean: Many killed, injured due to mudslide

On 8 February, a mudslide triggered by heavy rains swept into a residential area in Risaralda,
killing at least 14 people. In addition, 35 people were injured while one person has been
reported missing. Mayor Carlos Maya has warned of further landslides and has asked the
residents to evacuate to prevent a further threat to life. At Least 60 homes have been evacuated
until now, while further assessment of damage and risks continues. Colombian President Ivan
Duque expressed condolences to the families of the victims.

About the authors
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One year of the coup in Myanmar, Taliban meetings in
Oslo, and the Global hunger report

Aparupa Bhattacherjee, Abigail Fernandez, and Apoorva Sudhakar

On | February, Myanmar completed one year of military rule; despite internal protests and
external sanctions, the military regime remains strong. (Image Source: File
Photo/REUTERS Stringer)

Myanmar: One year after the coup

In the news

On | February marked one year of the military coup in Myanmar that triggered a nationwide
civil disobedience movement, political arrests, ethnic conflicts, and violence. On the first
anniversary, while the protestors observed a "silent strike" for six hours, a few pro-military
rallies were organized in Yangon, Mandalay, and Naypyitaw.

On the same day, the EU delegation to the UN in Geneva issued a joint statement expressing
concem over the deteriorating humanitarian situation in Myanmar and called for a "cessation
of violence."
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Threat of War over Ukraine, a Syrian trial in Germany,
and Protests in France
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The US Secretary of State is in Europe and is meeting the Russian fore
threat of war in Ukraine. (Image Source: The Economist)

Ukraine: Threat of Russian invasion

In the news

On 19 January, the US Secretary of State Antony Blinken reached Kyiv, as a part of his three-
day tour to Kyiv, Berlin and Geneva, to discuss what the US sees as an imminent threat of
Russian invasion of Ukraine. He met with Ukraine's President; a US State Department release
claimed: "Secretary Blinken emphasized again that if Russia chooses the path of further
aggression against Ukraine, the United States, together with our Allies and partners, will
impose crippling costs on Russia's economy, reinforce NATO's presence in frontline Allied
states, and increase defensive assistance to Ukraine above and beyond what we are already
providing."
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Coup in Africa, Continuing violence in Yemen, and an
ISIS attack in Syria

Mohamad Aseel Ummer, Rashmi BR, and Jeshil Samuel

The people of Burkina Daso c
Burkina F:

In the news
On 24 January, in a televised broadcast, a group of soldiers representing the Patriotic
for Safc and R ion (MPSR) informed that they had detained the
President, citing the worsening insecuritics in the country. The government has been dissolved
and the constitution suspended, but the group assured that a constitutional order would be
retained in "reasonable time". The whereabouts of the President and other members of the
government have not been disclosed yet. The coup unravelled a week after the arrest of 11
soldiers accused of plotting to overthrow the government led by President Roch Marc
Christian. The statement released by the coup leaders informs that the putsch had taken place
"without any physical violence against those arrested, who are being held in a safe place, with
respect for their dignity." The coup comes after days of tensions and public unrest in the capital
- Ouagadougou. On 22 January, people gathered in large numbers to protest against the
government and its failure to fight the growing threat of Islamist Insurgency in the country.

: Another coup in Africa
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Unrest and crackdown in Kazakhstan, Another jail term
for Aung San Suu Kyi, Two years after Qasem
Soleimani, and Canada’s reconciliation with the
indigenous people

Abigail Miriam Femandez, Vibha Venugopal, Ankit Singh and Sarasi Ganguly

While the cases from Omicron have been increasing across the world, new reports on the
ource: WHO)

nature of Omicron threat is cautious. (Image

Kazakhstan: Bloody unrest and a brutal crackdown

In the news

On 2 January, protests broke out in the western town of Zhanaozen after a sudden spike in fuel
prices when the government lifted price caps for LPG. Protests spread to other parts of the
country, including Almaty and quickly tumed violent, resulting in the death of over 160 people
and over 1000 injured. On 4 January, President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev restored the price cap
on fuel; however, protests continued. Demonstrators pulled down a statue of former President
Nursultan Nazarbayev, burning buildings and vehicles.

On § January, Tokayev declared a state of emergency, issued a "shoot-to-kill" order terming

the protesters as "bandits and terrorists.” He also called for Russian assistance to curb unrest.
The following day, the Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) deployed over 2500
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New reports on the Omicron threat, and lifting
sanctions on humanitarian aid to Afghanistan

Akriti Shanma and Ashwin Immanucl Dhansbalan

World Health
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D rmh‘l. the UK reported 1,06,122 cases recording the highest number of daly cases

reported. Accordiag to the World Iicalth Organization (W1I0). Omicron has spread to 106
countrics.

ed that
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Addstiomally, » study from England shows that omicron mfection was 15 to 20 per cent less
Likely to besd to hosgritalization than Delta

On 20 Decomber, the WHO said that Omecron cases doubled 1in onc to onc-and-a-balf days,
makng it more transmissible than the Delta variant of COVID-19. It added that Omicron is
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Coup in Sudan, Pressure on Myanmar’s military
regime, and the Migrant game by Belarus

Mohammad Aseel Ummer, Aparupa Bhattacherjee, and Jocana Cera Matthews

Military dissolves civilian leaderships of the transitional government in Sudan. (Image
Source: The Guardian/Mohammed Abu Obaid/EPA)

Sudan: Tensions flare-up as the military dissolves the civilian
government

In the news

On 25 October, General Abdel Fattah Burhan, head of Sudan’s armed forces, i a televised
broadcast announced that the civilian leadership of the has been
dissolved due to political infighting which can lead to a civil war. Prior to the announcement,
various news sources reported heavy deployment of security forces in the capital - Khartoum
and key civilian leaders like Prime Minister Abdella Hamdock being detained from their
residences.

G who had been ing since last week as a response to a call for
a military coup took to the streets in Khartoum and other major cities demanding an immediate
release of detained leaders and reinstating the civilian government back to power. The armed
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One year after Samuel Paty's killing, Kidnapping in
Haiti, and Instability in Sudan

Sourina Bej, Porkkodi Ganeshpandian, and Mohammad Aseel Ummer

France remembers Samuel Paty, a school teacher behes d in Octol
(Image Source: Reuters/Eric Gaillard)

France: One year after Samuel Paty's beheading

ctober, the French Prime Minister d in Paris the schoolteacher, Samuel
Paty, who was beheaded one year ago after he exhibited cartoons of Prophet Muhammad as
part of his history lessons on free speech. Al the the French g t

unveiled a plaque at the Education Ministry in Paty's honour, and renamed the capital's Latin
Quarter after him. The French Prime Minister Jean Castex noted, "Here is a man who wanted
to do his job.... a man who only aspired to transmit the values of freedom, secularism, tolerance,
free will." "We will not forget Samuel Paty,” added the Education Minister Jean-Michel
Blanquer on a visit 10 a school in Paris.

KONRAD -
' ADENAUER bvemirri 0

mm STIFTUNG

KONRAD
A ADENAUER
am STIFTUNG

A brief review of conflict and peace processes across the world

14 October 2021, Vol.2, No.28
ISIS violence in Afghanistan, and Targeted killings in
J&K

Abigail Miriam Fernandez and Akriti Sharma

A series of targeted killings in J&K, attacking members of the minority communities. (Image
Source: AP-TheHindu)

Afghanistan: Over 50 people killed in ISIS-K suicide bomber
attack

In
On § October, 4 suicide bomber attacked a Shiite mosque in the northern Afghan city of

Kunduz, killing over 50 people and wounding more than 150 others. The Islamic State
Khorasan (ISIS-K) claimed responsibility for the attack. In o statement carried by the IS-linked

news

, the group said that the attacker was an cthnic Uyghur and that the attack
and the Taliban for their supposed willingness to expel Uyghurs to meet

Aamag news agen
targeted both Shiite:
demands from China. Following the attack, the Taliban's chief spokesman, Zabihullah
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Anti-Bolsonaro protests in Brazil, UK-France fishing
row, Talks with the TTP in Pakistan, and Anti-abortion
law protests in the US
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Brazil: Anti-Bolsonaro protests across the country

In the news

On 2 October, thousands of Brazilians gathered across Brazil 1o protest against President
Bolsonaro. The protests were peaceful, displaying messages on posters and inflatable gas
canisters. The protests spanned across more than two hundred Brazilian cities, including Sao
Paulo and Rio De Janciro. The protestors highlighted their unhappiness over the handling of
the pandemiic, dwindling cconomic opportunities and called for the impeachment of President
Bolsonaro,

Issucs at large
First, the pandemic mishandling. Brazil has lost over 600,000 lives during the pandemic, the
second-highest death toll after the US. Bolsonaro has been accused of promoting crowds at the
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Pride marches in Europe, Jail term for Hotel Rwanda
hero, and continuing Houthi-led violence in Yemen

Joeana Cera Matthews. Mohammad Aseel Ummer and Jeshil Samuel J

Annual Pride Marches in Kyiv and Belgrade during 18-19 September 2021. (Imaj
REUTERS/Valentyn Ogirenko)
Europe: Pride Marches in Serbia and Ukraine

In the news

years since their first parade, organization committee member Marko Mihajlo
past 20 years the situation has improved LGBT noticeably but not decisively.
participants of) this year's Pride demanded a law on same-sex unions. We want this to be the
last Pride that we don't have this law.”
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The Chinese White Paper on Xinjiang, and the Haitian
migrant crisis in the US

Avishka Ashok and Vaishnavi Iyer

Growth of ethnic minority and Uygur papulation

“Uygurs accounted for 83.74 per cent of the population in the four prefectures in southern
Xinjiang,” says the White Paper titled *Xinjiang Population Dynamics and Data”.” (Image
Source: Global Times)

China: The first White Paper on Xinjiang's demographic and

economic development
In th
On 26 September, the State Council Information Office of the People’s Republic of China

ws

released its first white paper focusing on the population dynamics in the Xinjiang region. The
20-page report displays the fast demographic development over seven decades and boasts of a
99.96 per cent enrolment rate in primary education in the region.
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Protests in Europe and Brazil, and an impending
humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan

Joeana Cera Matthews, Lokendra Sharma, and Abigail Miriam Fernandez

Brazil has
Source: EP. E. P)

Europe: Protests triggered by COVID-19, climate change and
homophobia

Inthe

On 11 September, a multitude of protests and marches took place across Europe. Polish
healthcare workers marched in Warsaw demanding better pay and work conditions. In
response, Health Minister Adam Niedzielski said: "...if at this moment we have a budget for
health that is 120 or 130 billion zlotys and there is a demand to increase that by 100 billion... it
goes completely beyond the bounds of good sense and reason.”
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About NIAS-International Peace Research Initiative (IPRI)
The International Peace Research Initiative (IPRI), initiated in 2018 at
the National Institute of Advanced Studies (NIAS), is a part of the
Conflict Resolution and Peace Research Programme at the School of
Conflict and Security Studies.

IPRI undertakes research on various issues relating to peace with special
emphasis on radicalisation, sustainable peace, gender roles in
peacebuilding and global protest movements. IPRI research are
published as briefs, reports and commentary.

About Konrad Adenauer Stiftung

The Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung (KAS) is a political foundation.
Established in 1955 as “Society for Christian-Democratic Civic
Education”, in 1964, the Foundation proudly took on the name of Konrad
Adenauer, the first Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany. With
16 regional offices in Germany and over 120 offices abroad, the Konrad
Adenauer Foundation is committed to achieving and maintaining peace,
freedom and justice through political education. KAS promotes and
preserves free democracy, social market economy, and the development
and consolidation of the value consensus. KAS also focus on consolidating
democracy, the unification of Europe and the strengthening of transatlantic
relations, as well as on development cooperation.

KAS cooperates with governmental institutions, political parties and civil
society organizations, building strong partnerships along the way. In
particular, KAS seeks to intensify political cooperation in the area of
development cooperation on the foundations of its objectives and values.
Together with the partners, KAS makes a significant contribution to the
creation of a global order that empowers every country to determine its
own developmental priorities and destiny in an internationally responsible

About Conflict Weekly

The Conflict Weekly an academic endeavour to bring every

Wednesday/Thursday a weekly analysis of the conflict and peace processes
in the world; aiming to look at the larger peace picture. It is published by the
NIAS-IPRI in collaboration with the KAS India Office.

Editor: D. Suba Chandran
Assistant Editors: Padmashree Anandhan

Editorial Team: Abigail Miriam Fernandez, Apoorva Sudhakar, Sejal Sharma

and Satyam Dubey

©NIAS International Peace Research Initiative (IPRI)



