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PROGRAMME OVERVIEW

The Indo-Pacific region has solidified its presence in the global political discourse through multilateral
and minilateral initiatives, security arrangements, and strategic partnerships. It has simultaneously
emerged as a zone for— contestations, conflicts, and cooperation.

In this regard, the Manipal Centre for European Studies, Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence and Centre
for Indo-Pacific Studies, Department of Geopolitics, and International Relations, MAHE, Manipal in
association with Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS) India, held the conference on India and EU in the
Indo-Pacific: Strategies, Opportunities and Challenges. The aim of the conference was intended to raise,
discuss, and deliberate upon India and the EU’s strategic vision, opportunities, and challenges for
improving regional cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region. The conference witnessed the active
participation from a diverse array of experts, including diplomats, academicians, policy makers and
researchers and students from India and Europe.
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KEY TAKEAWAYS
Inaugural and Keynote Address

The Indo-Pacific Region has witnessed a seismic shift in the global economic and political
landscape, with the centre of gravity steadily moving toward this dynamic and diverse
region.

The expansion of economic and technological cooperation between the EU and India is

mutually beneficial. However, Europe needs to explain its ambivalence in its policy towards
China.

In a way that benefits all people, India and the EU need to figure out a framework that
creates successful collaborative networks.

The role of universities to nurture and engage young minds to develop international
relations and strategies.

The imperative to bolster India-EU ties on maritime security, counterterrorism, and crisis
management. India has seen as a significant actor in building a "network of partnerships"
in the Indian Ocean region.

Geopolitical and Geoeconomic Contours of India-EU Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific:
Trade, Connectivity and Beyond

In geopolitical terms, the countries of the Indo-Pacific are home to four of the largest
economies, and among the world’s ten largest economies. The concept is much more
complex and incrementally gaining importance and recognition in the world. India-EU must
begin to think how they will deal with the challenges faced in this region.

It is imperative to understand and address the differences in the European and Indian
definition and perspective of the Indo-Pacific that has been determined by their relationship
with China.

Europe has huge capacities to develop international collaborations.

The adoption of EU and its member states Indo-Pacific strategy as both ways to deal with China
and a way for Europe to take advantage of new economic and other opportunities.

Towards Green Transition: India-EU on Climate Change in the Indo-Pacific

For a green transition from a futuristic strategy lens, it is critical to ensure that critical materials
or rarer materials do not undergo resource colonialism.

To enable practical green transition, India-EU need to show the policymakers that there are
advantages to green transition economically.

The Indo-Pacific is a hotbed of non-traditional, and the Small Island Developing States
(SIDS) with a low economic status are the most vulnerable to climate change.




The EU is worried about the regulatory framework for the green energy transition, but what
ismore important for on-the-ground impact is a financial commitment for the conversationof
energy, addressing issues surrounding non-nuclear and nuclear energy, and a practical
commitment to the larger goal of green energy transition.

Healthcare Infrastructure, Pandemic and Emerging Health threats: India-EU
Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific

The need for an accountability mechanism among nations is increasing, as in an
international health crisis, if one side loses, so does the other.

During COVID-19, considering the novelty of the virus, maintaining a system, and running
isolation centres on the ground meant considering the larger disease preventionframeworks
in India and promoting indigenous health systems is an effective way to utilizeIndia’s soft
power.

COVID-19 made it abundantly clear that there is a need for a pandemic treaty. In order to
achieve this goal, the gap between developed and developing countries must be narrowed as it
has implications on how health exchange will take place.

It is believed that health and diseases are not environmentally related, however, India-EU
relations needs to be pointed out and recognized.

Emerging Technologies in the Indo-Pacific: India-EU Cooperation for Innovation and
Growth

India and the EU should come together and multiply efforts in solar energy, in hydro energy,
and harness innovative practices in this field.

The problem between India and the EU at the end of the day is how to come up with a
standardized and indicative framework for human-centric technologies and how to
reconcile the differences in their approach.

The key is that it is not just about technology, but it is a domain where all major powersare
trying to expand their strengths, and outer space particularly is becoming a competitivespace to
explore. It is also therefore the space where most collaborations between Indiaand the EU
take place through technology sharing.

Securing the Indo-Pacific: Strengthening EU-India Cooperation in Maritime Security

Cooperation and confrontation take place in maritime issues, but the aspect of competition and
contestation must also be considered in global commons.

India can enhance its Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance operations and focus on
how it can harness this burden-sharing in the Indo-Pacific with the EU.

The EU brings in a tested model of maritime governance and security. In any case, India
needs to optimize resources and avoid duplication.

The Indo-Pacific is a geoeconomic construct and in context of security that must look at India
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and the EU's strategies. In addition to military power, political power and soft power must
be harmonised for increased maritime cooperation.

India-EU People-to-people Connect: Education and Cultural Cooperation in the Indo-
Pacific

Fostering people-to-people connections, building relationships between organizations, and
leader-to- leader understanding. These three levels complement each other, supplement each
other, and at times, contradict each other.

Considering the recent developments in Europe and the changing orientation towards
China, it is time for India and the EU to get together and utilize the soft power they have and
build on it. It would make a larger difference to the world.

In a state of crisis, countries really need strong, sustainable ties across countries, and India-
EUrelations could lead towards this foundation.

Creating a South Asian higher education region will facilitate better collaboration across these
countries.

Closing Session

= The Indo-Pacific countries must resolve their disputes through peaceful dialogue and not
coercion or conquest; this region’s security or prosperity cannot be taken for granted, itneeds
the concerted efforts of the Indo-Pacific nations as well as its associated partners to mould and
expand it through dialogue and ever closer cooperation.

The Indo-Pacific has become an extraordinary example of human progress, peaceful
cooperation, growing openness, and prosperity show the importance of coming togetherand
building on the larger vision with joint ventures.

WELCOME ADDRESS

Prof Neeta Inamdar, Head, Manipal Centre for European Studies, Manipal
Ms Simran Dhingra, Head of International Cooperation, Konrad Adenauer Stiftung
(KAS), India

Prof Neeta Inamdar welcomed the dignitaries and set the stage by highlighting that
strengthening India and EU cooperation in the Indo-Pacific is the intent of this two-day
international conference. She mentioned that India and the EU need to figure out a framework
that creates successful collaborative networks, which will also benefit the people. Finally, their
strategies, opportunities and challenges will be discussed to look forward to what we can
change to make the world a better place. In her welcoming remarks, Ms Simran Dhingra at
the outset underscored that the Indo-Pacific region has undergone remarkable transformations
in the recent years. We have witnessed a seismic shift in the global economic and political
landscape with the center of gravity steadily moving toward this dynamic and diverse region.
It s is home to 60% of the world's population, encompasses 20 of the world's 33 megacities,
and generates 60% of global GDP, with more than 50% of global trade passing through its sea
lanes. It is no exaggeration to say that the Indo-Pacific is at the heart of the world's economic
and strategic interests. As China's influence in trade, military power and technology is
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expanding, the Indo-Pacific region increases in significance, also considering that the world's
three largest economies, China, Japan and the United States, all have coastlines along the
Pacific. As the center of gravity is gradually moving to the Indo-Pacific, India as a central
regional player is expected to assume more responsibility particularly in the Indian Ocean
Region.

Further she highlighted that in the 21st century, often referred to as the 'Asian Century',
Europe's economic future and geopolitical relevance are intrinsically linked to developments
in Asia. The presentation of the "EU Strategy for Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific" in
September 2021 marked a remarkable shift in perspective. This strategy represents a consensus
in Europe towards a more robust engagement with the Indo-Pacific region. India has
demonstrated strong support for this strategy, recognizing Europe's stake in the stability of the
Indo-Pacific. The EU's approach covers a wide spectrum of areas, from trade and investment
to green partnerships, digital partnerships and strengthening ocean governance, as well as
defense and security. This two-day international conference has been meticulously curated to
ensure that all these topics are comprehensively represented in the sessions and thus embodies
a testament to the increasing cooperation in this region.”

INAUGURAL ADDRESS

Prof M D Nalapat, UNESCO Peace Chair, Department of Geopolitics and International
Relations (DGIR), MAHE

Taking it forward, Prof M D Nalapat during his inaugural address underlined the importance
of the India-EU partnership and stated that despite India sharing cordial relations with the EU
member countries on an individual basis, the EU as a whole stands as a significant partner for
India and highlighted that over the years the EU has become a role model to many regional
institutions in the international system. The underlying principle of international partnerships
needs to be an attempt to create a win-win situation wherein both the sides win and prosper.
He inferred that “Indo-Pacific is the centre point of geopolitical gravity ” where the EU remains
as a significant partner to India.

KEYNOTE ADDRESS

Ambassador Rajiv Bhatia, Distinguished Fellow, Gateway House, Mumbai

Precisely, Ambassador Bhatia concentrated on four important dimensions of the conference
theme, namely the Indo-Pacific, India, the European Union, and the overarching question
raised: what are the challenges and opportunities for the two principal actors, and what
strategies they could adopt to secure their interests against the backdrop of changing power
equations in the region?

Firstly, Is the Indo-Pacific a new geographic region, a geopolitical concept, a strategy, or a
policy? Perhaps it is a mixture of it all. In his view, it is a relatively new geopolitical doctrine
based on the late Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s definition of the region as the
confluence of the Pacific and Indian Oceans and the lands washed by their waters. It is a prudent
substitute for the older and limited term — ‘Asia-Pacific’. This doctrine argues that the twin
issues of security and development are deeply intertwined in this region, a fact that demands
an integrated rather than a compartmentalized approach of the past.




The Indo-Pacific is a connected and seamless space that hosts 64% of the global population,
contributes over 60% of the world’s GDP, and about half of the global trade passes through
the maritime trade routes in this region. As External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar aptly
explained in his famous address at the Chulalongkorn University, Thailand in August 2022, the
emergence of the Indo-Pacific has resulted from the diversification of power distribution in the
past two decades. To quote him, “The re-positioning of the US, the rise of China as also of
India, the greater external engagement of Japan and Australia, the wider interests of South
Korea and indeed, the broader outlook of the ASEAN itself have all contributed to this
transformation.”

Over a decade back, the term ‘Indo-Pacific’ began to become fashionable. Ambassador Bhatia,
vividly recalled that the Indian Council of World Affairs (ICWA) where he served as its
Director General at the time, played a seminal role in its development by hosting one of the
earliest international conferences on this subject in March 2013. Over a decade, we are
assembled today here in Manipal, an important center of learning, to re-examine the subject,
especially taking into consideration the EU perspective.

The next two components of the conference theme, the roles of India and the EU in the Indo-
Pacific, are certain to be of considerable interest to us all.

Second, the government of India defines the Indo-Pacific as stretching from the eastern shores
of Africa to the western shores of America. It strives for a “free, open, inclusive, peaceful, and
prosperous region, one which is built on a rules-based international order sustainable and
transparent infrastructure investment, freedom of navigation and over-flight, unimpeded lawful
commerce, mutual respect for sovereignty, peaceful resolution of disputes, as well as equality
of all nations.”

India's Indo-Pacific strategy stems from the Look and Act East Policy, the vision of SAGAR
(Security and Growth for All in the Region) and is instrumentalized by the Indo-Pacific Oceans’
Initiative (IPOI) pursued since November 2019.

A critical stage was reached following the bloody clash between the Indian and Chinese troops
in the Galwan Valley in June 2020. The continuing military standoff and the diplomatic impasse
in resolving the border issues, both immediate and long-term, have ensured that India's hard-
nosed realism on China backed by military preparedness will remain unchanged. This drives
New Delhi’s endeavour to strengthen the Quad comprising the US, India, Japan, and Australia
in all relevant domains: maritime security, critical and emerging technologies, trade and
economic cooperation and people-to-people ties. This is set to continue, along with serious
endeavours to deepen mutual understanding and cooperation with ASEAN and other regional
players who too have suffered from China's heavy-handed approach towards them.

Third, the EU’s strategic thinking, policy formulation, and actions have been in the process of
gradual evolution in the past five years. Both the strategies of individual nations — France,
Germany, Netherlands — and of the EU need to be studied carefully. Should we prefer a wider
approach of examination, then we may also consider the policy pronouncements of the UK and
NATO regarding this region. Viewed from the Indian perspective, Europe’s growing interest in
the region is most welcome. The expansion of economic and technological cooperation
between the EU and India is mutually beneficial.

However, European experts are invited to explain the ambivalence in the EU’s China policy.
The ambiguity in policy, the desire of most European states to stay neutral in the US-China

Page | 7




rivalry, and the inclination to prioritize trade over security and strategy may not work in the
long term. The way out for the EU is to raise the profile of its relations in the region and to take
a clear position on the China question.

Finally, through an in-depth dialogue on the three sub-themes identified above, the conference
will attempt to find answers to the question of what challenges and opportunities exist for all
relevant players. This question is especially important at present as the two regions — Europe
and West Asia — grapple with military conflicts. And here is a teaser question: have the Russia-
Ukraine and Israel-Hamas wars reduced the salience of the Indo-Pacific in global geopolitics?

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS

Lt Gen (Dr) M D Venkatesh, Vice Chancellor, Manipal Academy of Higher Education
(MAHE)

In his presidential address Lt Gen (Dr) MD Venkatesh highlighted that working together to
build a consensus is our common goal as universities to nurture and engage young minds to
further develop international relations and strategies.

VOTE OF THANKS

Dr K P Vijayalakshmi, Professor and Head, Department of Geopolitics and International
Relations (DGIR), MAHE

The inaugural address ended with the Dr K P Vijayalakshmi, who proposed the vote of thanks
to the distinguished delegates, students attending this international conference. She expressed
gratitude to the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS), India Office for supporting this event. She
also stressed the need to hold more such discourses that promote collaboration and cooperation
in the Indo-Pacific region.

SESSION REMARKS

Session 2: Geopolitics and Geoeconomics Contours of India-EU Cooperation in the Indo-
Pacific: Trade, Connectivity and Beyond

Dr Gulshan Sachdeva, Professor, Centre for European Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University

Dr Jagannath Panda, Head, Stockholm Centre for South-Asian and Indo-Pacific Affairs
(SCSA-IPA)

Dr Nicola Casarini, Senior Associate Fellow, Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAI), Italy

Dr K P Vijayalakshmi, Professor and Head, Department of Geopolitics and International
Relations (DGIR), MAHE, Manipal

Moderator: Ms Priya Vijayakumar Poojary, Lecturer, Manipal Centre for European
Studies (MCES), MAHE, Manipal

This session was moderated by Ms. Priya Vijaykumar Poojary. The discussion revolved
around understanding the strategies of the countries in the Indo-Pacific, focussing specifically
on the EU member countries and India, exploring some of the convergences and divergences
among the countries, assessing the geopolitical pushes and pulls in the geopolitical realm of
the Indo-Pacific and analysing the possibility of a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) between India
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and the EU and its implications on the region. The discussion tried to assess how de-risking
and decoupling would create opportunities for the India-EU cooperation.

Prof K P Vijayalakshmi began with the significance of the Indo-Pacific region, importantly
related to two factors namely geography and demography. This region has the ten largest armies
and most of them are nuclear powers as well. In the region, the triangular relations between
India, EU and the US form a complex of intertwined and integrated ideas. Besides, the EU as
a relevant player in the region can broaden the scope of the rules-based multilateral
order. However, after the Cold War, especially revisionist powers started posing geopolitical
challenges to the world as well as to the Indo-Pacific region. Thus, a dialogue-based approach
is important, and which has been incorporated by some countries in the Indo-Pacific.

Further she added, the region becomes prominent for all countries involved to advance their
capabilities in all spheres namely sea, air, land and space to enhance their combined power to
challenge the revisionist powers in the region. India and the EU have also aligned on these
ideas, and each will bring something unique to the region and further ensure cooperation and
security. In order to control the revisionist forces that exist in the Indo-Pacific, strengthening
the alliance between India and the EU is crucial. This region is important for India and the EU
to unite geographically and politically. Therefore, it makes strategic sense to study the
strategies of India and the EU towards the Indo-Pacific.

In his remarks, Dr Jagannath Panda highlighted the Indo-Pacific in the context of the regional
security architecture. He mentioned that the security architecture in the region is dominated by
China’s presence. Thus, within this environment, it is important to think about the possible
areas of collaboration between India and the EU about which there is already strategic clarity
from both ends. India needs to consider the EU even more as a relevant partner in the region,
hence only then the structural engagement between India and the EU can be enhanced further.
Also, opined that both sides need to concentrate on connectivity, infrastructure and
sustainability—will ensure to make engagement rewarding and add a win-win for both sides.
At the moment, China is called a new revisionist power, which is growing slowly through the
BRI and its maritime footprints, a mercantilist power through its investments in projects under
the BRI. The China’s challenge could also bring India and the EU closer. Significantly, he
further led the discussion to the intensification of minilateral frameworks, particularly he
mentioned the possibility of strengthening ties between India, the EU and Japan in the Indo-
Pacific. India’s relations with Europe can be understood through five different phases, namely:
the precolonial, colonial, linkages during the Cold War, post-Cold War links and the post-Covid
phase.

Prof Gulshan Sachdeva explained all these five phrases in detail in his introductory remarks.
He mentioned that trade and connectivity were key factors throughout all the phases which in
turn benefitted both India and Europe. Largely with Western powers gradually losing strategic
relevance, and with the rise of China India’s relations with Europe are also affected, but Europe
still has huge capacity to influence global institutions by means of strong institutional leverages
in trade, connectivity, and maritime security. He also highlighted that the geopolitical dynamics
in in the world have changed, as exemplified by the growing India-US relations, the rise of an
assertive China, the rift between the EU and the US during the Trump administration, Brexit,
EU’s changing relations with Russia following the Russia-Ukraine War. The EU is hence
looking for like-minded countries and for India particularly, economic cooperation with Europe
becomes important.




He opined that over the years, Europe has changed its strategy towards India. Technical and
financial cooperation is dependent on the strength of economic cooperation, which is promised
to have a transformative scope. On the conceptualization of the Indo-Pacific, he pointed out
that the region is still evolving and so far, has been only one narrative but a powerful narrative.
In India’s case, the Indo-Pacific is a key policy concept for two reasons namely, the importance
of the Indian Ocean for India and India’s entry into platforms in the security framework of the
Indian Ocean. However, there is a difference in the understanding of the concept of the Indo-
Pacific between India and the EU, because of their relations with China.

Dr Nicola Casarini, added the European perspective to the discussion further highlighting the
EU’s strategy for the Indo-Pacific creating an open, free, inclusive and rules-based multilateral
order. While speaking on China, the speaker added perspectives to it from the EU member
countries. As from their perspective, some of them are considering/taking a tough approach
towards China. He pointed out that both India and the EU need to strategize their cooperation
in multiple sectors, with the Defence and Space cooperation being one of the most promising.
Finally, the speaker suggested that India-EU cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region should be
intensified through regional organisations, particularly, with the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) as an additional tool to counter China.

Discussion

Countering China’s imperialism in the region would be a common factor for both India and
the EU, the importance of economics, China’s support to Russia and India’s engagement
with Russia which also creates problems for the Indo-EU cooperation. India was never keen
to take up China even in discussions with the Quad, and the US is also committed to find
different partners and allies in the world to engage in the Indo-Pacific. Thus, no time should
be lost, and the two countries should come together.

The deliberations were also about the possibility of the EU, India and ASEAN cooperation
in the Indo-Pacific. There is a scope of a trilateral cooperation, between India, the EU and
an ASEAN country respectively.

It becomes pivotal to identify the key countries in the supply chains with whom India and
the EU can have a tripartite cooperation. The role of Indian Ocean littoral countries holds
significance, for instance, the Middle East and South Asian littoral countries.

A possible area of cooperation between India and the EU is in the domain of space. Italy
could play a crucial role in enhancing the cooperation in this domain.

There also needs to be a more real understanding between India and the EU to chalk out
the possible areas of cooperation, predominantly in the areas of trade and connectivity.

Session 3: Towards Green Transition: India-EU on Climate Change in the Indo-Pacific

Dr. Aswani Dravid, Assistant Professor, School of Liberal Studies, UPES
Ms. Kim Thy Tong, Co-Founder Klima Union

Dr Swati Prabhu, Associate Fellow, Observer Research Foundation (ORF)
Dr. Seshadri Chari, Chairman, China Studies Centre, DGIR, MAHE
Moderator: Dr. Dhanasree Jayaram, Assistant Professor, DGIR, MAHE

It is required to attain resilience in climate and ecology in the Indo-Pacific region. In addition,
both energy and climate justice need to be taken into consideration. Several regional and
multilateral platforms are also trying to resolve the issue of climate change. In the session
moderated by Dr Dhanasree Jayaram, she talked about the importance of green transition and
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its linkage with geoeconomics and geopolitics. The discussion eventually revolved around the
advantages and the challenges faced by countries in the Indo-Pacific towards green transition.

Dr Aswani Dravid started the discussion by bringing in the topic of the geopolitics of energy
transition between India and the EU in the Indo-Pacific. In the region, the dependency on fossil
fuels remains high and hence a focus on renewable energy is needed. In addition, to expand
the use of renewable energy, regional stability is important in the Indo-Pacific. The speaker
opined that the journey to energy transition is based on critical minerals and highlighted the
importance of rare earth minerals and its refining. Refining of minerals is important, however
its environmental implications needs to be taken into consideration. It becomes important to
understand the source of rare earth minerals, wherein China is one of the crucial sources of rare
earth minerals and hence also controls the respective supply chains. China’s dominance in the
supply of rare earth minerals therefore needs to be taken into consideration to reduce the overall
dependency on China. To enable green transition in the region, the refinement of these rare
earth materials is the need of the hour. Two issues are of concern namely access to and
competition for these critical minerals, which are prone to shift from an economic concern to
a political concern. The focus should be not just on energy transition but also on energy
substitution. The speaker suggested that while looking at the green transition from a futuristic
strategy, it is critical to ensure that critical minerals do not undergo “resource colonialism”. A
suggestion was made to introduce legal and institutional frameworks in the Indo-Pacific. For
the same, India can play a leading role in the region and both India and the EU can work
towards technological and financial cooperation.

Ms Kim Thy Tong stressed the need to consider the loss of jobs in industries while talking
about green transition. A community-led approach is important to ensure green transition.
Hence, a broadened understanding is required when talking about green transition. In addition,
the security environment is also creating problems, especially the ongoing Russian-Ukraine
conflict and the Hamas-Israel conflict has only added to the woes faced by the world with its
multifarious implications, and at the same time has made the transition to green energy more
difficult. Further she pointed out that the resilience of supply chains is the need of the hour
when talking about green transition. It has to be ensured to prevent a crisis-like situation. While
the EU has taken several initiatives to achieve a green transition, to further tread the path of
green transition, its social consequences and security threats also need to be taken into
consideration. The speaker also highlighted the importance of political willingness to ensure a
smooth transition to green energy. In addition, she pointed out that to act on the vision of green
transition policymakers need to be made aware of the economic advantages as a result of green
transition.

Dr Swathi Prabhu highlighted the importance of development cooperation between India and
the EU in the Indo-Pacific. She mentioned that the Indo-Pacific region has become a hotbed of
security threats and the Small Island Developing States (SIDS) with low economic status are
the worst sufferers of climate change but have contributed the least to its creation. Especially
for the smaller states the threat, is not only an environmental threat but also an existential threat.
In the case of India’s development model in the Indo-Pacific concerning the Pacific Island
countries and other small island countries has been present. In that case, a transition from
India’s image has been witnessed from being an aid receiver to now being an aid giver, which
it calls assistance inclined towards sustainable development. However, the progress on
assistance has been at a slow pace and India needs to do more to engage with these countries
to ensure a seamless transition towards green energy in the region. Further added, the India-
EU joint development partnership in the Indo-Pacific has immense scope and a combined effort
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towards achieving green energy transition is pivotal. The rapid changes in the geopolitical
environment will create more problems in all domains.

Dr Seshadri Chari brought in very important points for discussion related to green transition
as the EU has started transitioning towards renewable energy which opens a window of
opportunity for India to collaborate with the EU. For instance, in June of this year, the India-
EU Connectivity Conference took place, which highlighted the tremendous opportunities for
India-EU Development Cooperation in South Asia and the Indo-Pacific. At the UN Climate
Change Conference in Glasgow (COP26), India has set ambitious targets to reduce carbon
emissions by 2030.The EU, on the other hand, has set a target to eliminate carbon emissions
by 2050. However, the journey towards achieving the desired energy targets will not be easy
with regard to the current Israel-Hamas conflict and Russia-Ukraine conflict creating hurdles.
Despite there being geopolitical challenges, one promising area of cooperation between India
and the EU lies in clean and green hydrogen. At the same time, the EU is also concerned about
the regulatory framework for the green transition, but what is more important for on-the-ground
impact is a financial commitment to the conversions of energy, addressing issues surrounding
non-nuclear and nuclear energy, and a practical commitment to the larger goal of green
transition. The way forward is that the EU should involve itself greatly in the Indo-Pacific,
especially in the domain of research.

Discussion

EU-India FTA negotiations are expected to take a longer period. It becomes important to
frame new agreements and formulate environmentally friendly regulations.

A Triangular cooperation model can be adopted by India and the EU in the Indo-Pacific.
Challenges are being faced by SIDS concerning climate finance as well as social and
political impediments. Since the SIDS are geographically remote, it is difficult to provide
them with resources. The financing in most cases is directed towards climate mitigation
rather than climate adaptation.

The role of Development Financial Institutions (DFI’s) in providing finance to SIDS needs
to be assessed. On the other hand, India and the EU can also jointly work to provide climate
finance to the SIDS (viewed as a possible area of collaboration).

The way forward for India: India can take up a leadership role in the Indo-Pacific region.
However, it is a tough challenge for India, especially with regard to energy security.

In addition, energy transition to lithium and Electric Vehicles (EVs) poses different
challenges.

Another factor that requires attention is to decide to what extent the resources can be
exploited and what are the cost involved concerning energy security.

Countries also need to look at the use of rare earth minerals and seek ways to importing
from China.

In India’s case, the focus needs to be directed towards the availability of funds in areas like
hydrogen, hydro-electric energy and solar energy. India will not shift towards renewable
energy completely and instead opt for an energy mix.

While new investments are being made in India, in the case of Europe, its energy demands
have been saturated and shifting towards renewables. Hence, it becomes important to
navigate how the two countries should approach this issue despite the two countries having
divergences concerning negotiations on reducing dependence on fossil fuels.

All in all, global solutions are required to address the issues related to the energy crisis and
the geopolitical problem arising with it.




Second, lifestyle changes also need to be included and a critical question that needs to be
addressed is concerning cost incurred because of carbon emissions, more by the
industrialized countries than the emerging economies.

Lastly, in the absence of a universal definition of climate finance, it will become difficult
for developing countries to opt for a green transition. Therefore, a common understanding
of a just transition is required.

Session 4: Healthcare Infrastructure, Pandemic and Emerging Health Threats: India-EU
Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific

Dr Helmut Brand, Founding Director, Prasanna School of Public Health (PSPH), MAHE
Dr Rekha, KMC, Medicine College, Mangalore

Mr Tom Zeising Doctoral Scholar, University of Heidelberg, Germany

Moderator: Dr Sanjay Pattanshetty Head, Department of Global Health Governance,
PSPH

This session was moderated by Dr Sanjay Pattanshetty MAHE. He began with stating that
there is a change in national policies in the post-COVID world. However, in the post-COVID
world order, there is a visible presence of statist policies, where states have become more
inward-looking and exercise greater border control.

This session began with Dr Helmut Brand where he introduced the European health policies
in comparison with global health policies and stressed upon the fact that health only got
momentum in the post-COVID world. The EU, being a political entity, faces difficulty in
achieving consensus among its members when it comes to certain health-related issues.
Speaking on India and EU ties, he inferred that there exist a lack of knowledge and
misconceptions about India among Europeans. For a common man in Europe, India is
perceived merely as a developing country. Besides, Europeans tend to focus on the scandalised
news, neglecting the other positive stories about India.

Dr Rekha Thapar from an Indian perspective elaborated on the fact that India had been
unprepared for the pandemic. There was an influx of patients and lack of equipment. This was
despite the country having witnessed other viral diseases like SARS, MERS, Zika and Nipa
beforehand. However, there were certain positive sides of the pandemic. For instance, the
number of hospitals and ICUs in the hospital increased drastically. Many oxygen plants were
set up. There have been improvements in diagnosis and treatments of diseases. But besides
building adequate infrastructure, the right approach is required. Further, she also brought to the
forefront that climate change brings about newer pathogens. There is a need to focus on
research to aid the healthcare sector. Government policies on health shall also be based on the
findings of such research.

Mr Tom Zeising highlighted both Indian as well as European health related perspectives pre-
Covid and post-Covid. He stressed that diseases are highly connected to the environment in
which we live and that there is a need to acknowledge this complexity. India and the EU had
connections even before COVID in areas like research and development and agreements on
capacity-building. However, there exist difficulties in data sharing. There is a need for an
improved sharing of data and solutions based on such data in case of future health emergencies.
The Pandemic Treaty also fails to recognize the connection between health and the
environment. Further he added there is no mechanism to ensure accountability in the treaty.
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Discussion

India has learned lessons from the pandemic, which can be learnt by the EU: Digitalization,
vaccination, and community mobilization.

Rise of non-communicable diseases and mental health concerns during the pandemic-
mental health of health professionals in focus

Neglect of the Global South during the pandemic and the need for better crisis management
among countries.

Session 5: Emerging Technologies in the Indo-Pacific: India-EU Cooperation for
Innovation and Growth

Prof M D Nalapat UNESCO Peace Chair, DGIR, MAHE

Dr Ankita Dutta Assistant Prof, Centre for European Studies, JNU
Dr Anand V Assistant Professor, DGIR, MAHE

Moderator: Dr Amrita Jash, Assistant Professor, DGIR, MAHE

Dr Amrita Jash, Assistant Professor, DGIR, MAHE moderated this session and started with
contextualizing the India-EU relation in critical and emerging technologies and innovations
which play an important role along with other collaborative fields. Technological advancement
is causing a sea change in how we conceive the Indo-Pacific today, transforming it from a mere
geopolitical construct. These shifts are causing the countries to relook the way they perceive
threats as well as the defence. However, this competition is not confined to the emerged powers.
The actors other than the emerged powers, when empowered by technology, have the potential
to disrupt the existing system and compete the great powers.

Prof M D Nalapat, has set the context for discussion by making his initial remarks on
technology. He mentioned that technology can be viewed in two ways: As a threat or as an
opportunity. For instance, there are apprehensions that Artificial Intelligence (AI) would take
away jobs from humans. However, there are several advantages of technology, which holds the
potential to improve human life in unprecedented ways. We live in a disruptive world, wherein
some disruptions are caused by humans while others are caused by nature. In this world, the
focus lies on technology which provides immediate returns. Investments are made in short-
term technologies from those that provide returns in the long-run. Besides, the health sector is
bound to benefit from newer and more effective treatments and medicines. To develop this kind
of technology, India and the EU should collaborate and cooperate in the Indo-Pacific region.
There is a need to have a co-operative mind-set for such a technological relationship to flourish.

The first India-EU Technological Council was formed in May 2023, one of the major area of
focus was the interoperability in defence systems. Dr Ankita Dutta stated that technology is
not new to the India-EU co-operation. The first working groups on ICTs started in 2011 and
the discussion on 5G technology was initiated in 2017. The India-EU Strategic Partnership: A
Roadmap to 2025—introduced the idea of a human-centric, economic and inclusive technology.
With the roadmap, the idea of collaboration in Al was first put forth. Besides, in 2021, the
India-EU Connectivity Partnership was adopted.




She further suggested that there are four important areas where India and the EU need to work
more closely together on: a comprehensive conversation on reconciling differences in the
domains of data storage, data transfer and standardisation; the EU has signed concrete
agreements with countries like Japan and Singapore. A process to streamline such arrangements
with India should be initiated; the EU has a strong financial capability whereas India possesses
expertise in the region. These strengths should be harnessed in order to gain positive outcomes;
Digital identities can play a vital role. India has been pushing for strengthening its digital
identity through its Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI). It has signed agreements on UPI with
France and Singapore. EU also has its digital identity. This could be leveraged as it already
exists, and further desirable results could be delivered.

Dr Anand V highlighted that Critical and Emerging technologies constitute a mix of old and
new technologies. There are certain overlaps and dependencies between old and new
technologies; They are expected to converge at a time when the major power rivalries are
intensifying. The rivalry has already reached outer space, bypassing terrestrial domain. This
establishes the link between technology and larger geopolitics. Also, he mentioned that states
can send small satellites on a regular basis with the help of reusable launch vehicles. Such a
proliferation of satellite coverage has provided a major push for obtaining information and
data. Quantum technology is another major booster. The quantum revolution has enabled major
countries to attempt to develop quantum communications, which is able to fend off
cyberattacks. China has pioneered in the field in 2016 whereas other powers are trying to catch
up. In such circumstances, the western world shall face difficulty in tracking Chinese
communications, giving rise to collective counter measures and technological race.

India and the EU have been co-operating since the 1960s. However, the bulk of co-operation
took place in France, where India launched 25/125 of its geostationary satellites from the
French space launch facility. On the other hand, India also launched 15 European satellites
from its facility. Co-operation with France was largely seen in earth-observation satellites. The
Copernicus programme between India and the EU is a great achievement and countries such as
United Sates, Australia, Brazil, Colombia, Chile, Ukraine, Serbia and the African Union have
shown interest to in data exchange with the Copernicus programme. Under this, India has
access to data from the Copernicus Sentinel family of satellites. Such arrangements of data
exchange are reflective of a wider scheme of co-operation in the current geopolitical order.
There is a greater drift towards the US and the EU on India’s side due to the geopolitical
compulsions faced by India, in the form of rising Chinese capabilities.

Discussion

Preparedness for Artificial Intelligence (Al)-led future opportunities and challenges.

Both need to work towards bridging the digital skills gap and promote exchange on digital
talent.

Importance of critical and emerging technologies in Quad.

Cooperation on Al and coordination of policies with regards to the strategic semiconductor
sectors.




Session 6: Securing the Indo-Pacific: Strengthening EU-India Cooperation in Maritime
Security

Captain Dr Gurpreet Singh Khurana, Former Directing Staff and Professor, Naval War
College (NWC), Goa

Dr Ravindranathan P, Assistant Professor, Department of Geopolitics and International
Relations, MAHE

Ms Shruti Pandalai, Associate Fellow, Manohar Parrikar Institute for Defence Studies
and Analyses (MP-IDSA)

Moderator: Dr Manoj Babu Buraga, Assistant Professor, MCES, MAHE

Dr. Manoj Babu Buraga moderated this session and the discussion revolved around
understanding the construct of the Indo-Pacific region and maritime security focusing
particularly on India and the European Union's (EU) strategic cooperation in the maritime
sphere. Dr Manoj has set the context by posing important questions to the panel to highlight
them in understanding the construct of the Indo-Pacific region, which has been viewed and
understood much differently. Most significantly, the session also highlighted the significance
of the rules-based multilateral order and the importance of the Indian version of a free, open
Indo-Pacific region, which is embodied by the IPOI (Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative) —the
discussion on IPOI pointed out the involvement of the EU too. India’s national policy is
premised on strategic autonomous, multi-vectored partnerships and plurilateralism. Owing to
the geographic configuration of the Indo-Pacific, the maritime domain is likely the scene of
heightened economic activity and also contestation in coming years, so, maritime security is
critically important in India’s engagements.

Captain Gurpreet Singh Khurana began his initial remarks referring to former Prime
Minister of Japan, Shinzo Abe's talk in the Indian Parliament in August 2007 on the sea lanes
of maritime security cooperation between India and Japan, which brought the Indian Ocean
Region into the Asia-Pacific and later turned it into the Indo-Pacific. Further, he dwelled on the
India-EU joint naval exercises, and further mentioned that India must not limit its maritime
security cooperation only to the individual European countries. Significantly, he also
highlighted the overlap of India’s and the EU’s geostrategic frontiers in the Indo-Pacific region;
the thematic commonality of their interests in region; their compatibility and advantageous
differences in capacities, policies and perspectives; functional areas of India-EU Mar-Sec
cooperation. Captain Khurana has identified thematic convergences in the domains of
geopolitical relevance/influence, trade and economic connectivity, energy security, upholding
a maritime rules-based order and as a joint defence against China’s revisionist behaviour.

Further he suggested and highlighted the four important areas of concern for India-EU maritime
security cooperation in the region. First, he emphasized the “geostrategic frontiers” in which a
country must be able to protect and preserve its maritime and overseas interests, whereas if it
fails to do so it will impact its national interests. Therefore, a country must use all the soft and
hard power tools at its disposal to preserve its national interests. Particularly, the military is the
mechanism of assurance that acts as an instrument of foreign policy and shapes the
environment to preserve national interests. This gives India and the EU strategic depths to
cooperate in the maritime sphere. Second, trade and economic activities are the common
thematic interests between India and the EU, which enhance trade and investment between the
two countries. Third, joint naval operations needs to be enhanced further. Importantly, the rules-
based international order represents a concrete interest of all countries. However, all states in
international politics aim for the status quo. Influence gives countries leverage and leverages
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power and the ability to preserve their national interests, which leads to a rules-based
international order. But from a realist point of view, no country practices philanthropy in
international politics.

Dr Ravindranathan P initiated his opening remarks by defining the fundamentals of security
cooperation from an International Relations perspective on terms like cooperation and
confrontation, along with the importance of competition and contestation between the Indo-
Pacific countries. Further, he stressed on the scope of International Law and the importance of
global commons such as the high seas, the atmosphere, Antarctica and outer space. He also
pointed out the rebalancing strategy of the Obama administration— the pivot shift from Eurasia
to the Pacific region. Also, he laid emphasis on the maritime sphere, the rules-based order and
the importance of Exclusive Economic Zones. Finally, he expressed on the UNCLOS (United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea). Dr Ravindranathan explained the relevance of
UNLCOS and highlighted China on this regard that although China was the first country to
ratify it but finding ways not to follow UNCLOS regulations. The advances in emerging
technologies are an added advantage for China. This can be evident from its use of nuclear
submarines for anti-piracy operations, the development of artificial islands in the South China
Sea, the extension of EEZs, and the increasing presence through the Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) with investments and technological advances. In this regard, the strategic cooperation
between India-EU is necessary and must leverage in countering China’s expanding
involvement in the Indo-Pacific region. Countries need to move beyond confrontation and
move towards cooperation. This can be ensured through collective maritime security
engagement such as capacity-building measures, securing the Sea Lanes of
Communications(SLOCs), and installing security systems in the region.

Ms Shruti Pandalai too added new insights to the discussion and started her scholarly remarks
elaborating on the idea of the region and its relevance. She emphasized the role of Maritime
Domain Awareness (MDA) of India and the EU in the Indo-Pacific region. It is an effective in
understanding anything associated with the maritime domain that could impact security, safety,
the economy, or the marine environment, according to the International Maritime Organization
(IMO). For example, Forty-two radar stations are installed across the territories of the Indian
Ocean Region, which resulted in internally built India’s capacities to play a greater role within
the QUAD. She also mentioned that the cooperation between India and the EU in areas of both
Maritime Domain Awareness as well as Underwater Domain Awareness (UDA) to secure
undersea cables. However, India and the EU have a lot to work on when it comes to
coordination in maritime security. Adding to the discussion, she mentioned that with China
being a major disruptor in the region, India and the EU could work on collective maritime
competence to counter the increasing presence of China in the region, as China brings other
extra-regional actors such as Russia, Iran, and South Africa into the context. Thus, the ghost
of China lingers in the India-the EU cooperation on the one hand. There is also a red line in
India and the EU cooperation on the other side, which is the Russian factor, which puts a barrier
to the strategic level cooperation. Her final remarks ended on the note that India and the EU
need to assess their strategic priorities in the maritime sphere to ensure the enhancement and
strengthening of their maritime security cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region.




Discussion

The panel started the discussion on the acceptance and interpretation of UNCLOS by the
states in international politics because some states have not accepted UNCLOS and also
the interpretation of the UNCLOS differs from country to country in the system.

China through the BRI project follows an investment pattern — buying and investing in
ports.

China is grabbing land and increasing its port infrastructure through the BRI initiative.
Thus, the scope of the challenge of the China factor in the region is very large.

The Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative (IPOI) towards a sustainable and prosperous Indo-
Pacific region is a significant initiative proposed by India. It is similar to the EU’s Indo-
Pacific strategy.

Ocean governance and high sea freedom are the two important elements that have to be
looked after for an inclusive Indo-Pacific region.

Overfishing and Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) fishing pose the biggest threats
to the sustainability of maritime fisheries. Thus, the India and EU cooperation could address
these underexplored issues and bolster a joint exploration of potentials of the blue economy
in the region.

Session 7: India-EU People-to-People Connect: Education and Cultural Cooperation in
the Indo-Pacific

Ambassador A R Ghanashyam, Former Indian Ambassador to Angola and Nigeria
Dr Dhananjay Tripathi, Associate Professor, South Asian University

Mr Fynn Schymek, Doctoral Candidate, Ruhr University Bochum, Germany

Dr Neeta Inamdar, Professor and Head, Manipal Centre of European Studies, MAHE
Dr Vignesh Ram, Assistant Professor, DGIR, MAHE

Moderator: Dr Sankalp Gurjar, Assistant Professor, DGIR, MAHE

The session was moderated by Dr Sankalp Gurjar. The discussion evolved around people-to-
people connections, including educational exchanges, the Indian diaspora, and cultural
cooperation between India and the EU.

Ambassador A R Ghanashyam explained three important components states must follow in
their bilateral interactions besides political, economic and security related issues. Starting from
People-to-people connect—improving communication exchange with other people (where
language becomes the most important factor), easing of visa processes, and conducting
business with other countries. This will enhance the ties between the people in different
countries; building a relationship—involves a gamut of organizations that should interact in
person including government-to-government, youth organizations-to-youth organizations, and
universities-to-universities; finally, Leader-to-leader—high-level visits abroad hold a great
significance creating goodwill for the country. India and the EU have already engaged on all
these elements, and they must take them to the next level. Ambassador Ghanashyam ended his
remarks with factual data on the Indian diaspora as the bridging component between India and
the EU. There are records explicitly stating that the Indian diaspora is very large with a share
of about 5-8 percent of the total population of Europe.




Dr Dhananjay Tripathy has begun his presentation from a theoretical International Relations
perspective. From a realist point of view, in foreign policy people are given less priority.
Referring to Henry Kissinger that “no foreign policy has any chance of success if it is born in
the minds of few and carried in the hearts of none.” Dr. Tripathi mentioned that people
constitute a very essential part of foreign policy and that International relations could be more
effective if the people-centric approach is added in the future not just involving government-
to-government interactions.

Bringing the Indo-Pacific into the picture, he highlighted that there is a presence of ambiguity
in the construct of the concept of Indo-Pacific. India and the EU have a separate understanding
of the region along with the US, whereas China vehemently opposes the concept. According to
China, the concept of the Indo-Pacific is seen as a countermeasure and containment to China’s
rising power. While speaking on India and EU relations in light of recent developments in
Europe and the changing orientation towards China, it is time for India and the EU to build
concrete relationships to encounter China’s imperialisms. Finally, he pointed out that India and
the EU have soft power privileges; therefore, their privileges will enhance their cooperation in
terms of people-to-people ties, educational, and cultural exchanges.

Adding a European perspective to the discussion Mr Fynn Schymek advocated for stronger
India-EU relations in the future and specifically mentioned that during crises actors are asked
to behave responsibly and connect with one another to assist each other. He has specified that
at the time of Covid crisis where the perceptions of the countries has changed to eventually
support one another, this approach should continue further, too. While highlighting that both
India and the EU being the largest democratic entities are engaged on multiple sector of issues
which are beneficial to both of them. They also need to strategize more on their potential

towards the people-to-people connect particularly focusing on youth mobility.

Prof Neeta Inamdar introduced the concept of the “battle of narratives” and how it shapes
culture and society. She stated that “Narratives and the public sphere emerge from art,
literature, language, cinema, culture and education”. She put forward the fact that however
important culture and people-to-people are in shaping foreign policy, it is still given less
attention. Further, she highlighted education as the only area that facilitates the importance of
the government. Similar to the regional initiatives taken by the ASEAN and the African Union
in the education field, India and the European Union can facilitate more educational exchanges.
This enhances and strengthens the India-EU partnership in the fields of education and capacity
building. This led the panel to the observation of the lack of harmonization at the regional level
and the need for greater cooperation between India and Europe in higher education. Culture is
an important tool of cooperation, and the diaspora of the country looks at connecting with the
culture of the host nations. Two important aspects of this are heritage and tools of cultural
values for society.

Dr Vignesh Ram emphasized on the value of cultural diplomacy and highlighted how culture
forms the bedrock for international diplomacy. In terms of cultural diplomacy, the diaspora
plays an essential role between people across the countries. Adding to this he mentioned the
need for soft connectivity for facilitating cultural diplomacy. Soft connectivity can be exercised
by non-state actors, non-governmental organizations, and states. Therein, he highlighted the
relevance of building institutional level cooperation that would enable the movement of people
on the one hand and provide legitimacy to the states on the other. These institutions were stated
as the “building blocks of the people-to-people ties”. To enhance people-to-people
collaboration he brought up three types of public diplomacy models: the American model, the
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China model, and finally the universal. He advocated for the last model and stated it as the
most suitable model for the India and EU ties while addressing the areas of people-to-people
cooperation. The building of soft infrastructure and capital is vital as this model relies on
common values and norms. He concluded his part on an optimistic note concerning potential
cooperation between both countries in the field of cultural diplomacy.

Discussion

In the contemporary world, language plays an important role in international education.
English was given significant importance in terms of higher education in earlier days. But
there is a change in trend, which heightens the importance of European languages such as
Spanish, French and German in India. The necessity of learning and the significance of
linguistics in international education displays an enhancement in educational and cultural
exchanges.

Both India and the EU can be located at the beneficiary ends. It is not just one country on
the giving and the other on the receiving end. India and the EU’s educational and cultural
exchanges explicitly benefit both the countries at the receiving ends.

Levels of interest of states matter fundamentally to promote the interest of states in the form
of interaction through media and social media. This raises the issue of track-two-level
engagement having decreased for the last four years between India and the EU.

Closing Session

Prof Neeta Inamdar, Head, Manipal Centre of European Studies, MAHE
Ms. Alicia Pommer, Research Officer, Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung (KAS) India

The two-day International Conference on India and EU in the Indo-Pacific: Strategies,
Opportunities, and Challenges, came to an end after the closing remarks delivered by Prof
Neeta Inamdar and Ms. Alicia Pommer. Prof. Inamdar in her concluding remarks mentioned
that all in all, the conference covered wide ranging aspects of India and the EU cooperation in
the Indo-Pacific ranging from trade, connectivity, climate change, health infrastructure,
emerging technologies, maritime security, education, and cultural cooperation. Finally, she
expressed her gratitude to students, faculty members and Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS),
India Office for supporting this conference. In her concluding remarks, Ms. Pommer
mentioned that the Indo-Pacific countries must resolve their disputes through peaceful dialogue
and not coercion or conquest; this region’s security or prosperity cannot be taken for granted,
it needs the concerted efforts of the Indo-Pacific nations as well as its associated partners to
mold and expand it through dialogue and ever closer cooperation. Finally, she ended by
highlighting that the Indo-Pacific has become an extraordinary example of human progress,
peaceful cooperation, growing openness, and prosperity indicating the importance of coming
together and building on the larger vision with joint ventures.
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Alicia Pommer

Ms Alicin Pommes s encrently working as @ Research Officer at the Indo
Office of the Kommd Adenmer Sufmng (EAS). Ms Pommer, a formes
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Pegspectives i Intemational Relations. Besides her smdies, she worked for
moge than two VELE with the Bonn-based NGO, Andhen Flilfe V., which
mpports about B0 projects that am to stengthen the wocal and economae
development m Indm and Bangladesh tn line with the Agends 2030, Ms
Pommer has also served as a chairwoman of the Young Emopean Fedegalists
Bonn and Hannover, a poliical vouth NGO advocatmg for the creation of a
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human rights for moe than four years

Amrita Jash

Di Amuta Jash is an Assstant Professor at the Departiment of Geopaolitics
ansd. International Relanons and Co-ordinator of the Centre for Indo-Pacafic
Studbes, at MAHE, Manpal, Tncha. She holds a PhID i Chinese Stdies from
Jawahadal Nelwn University. She was a Pavate Fellow at the University of
Cambadge. Puo to jounng MAHE, she was a Research Fellow ar the Centie
fou Land Waitaze Stucies (New Dellu). D Jash has been a wisiting fellow at
the Departiment of Politics and Intemnational Steches at the University of
Cambudge (2019), a UGC graduate fellow (2012-2017), a resenrcher undes the
Harvard-Yenching-MNanching Programime (2015), a researcher under Cluna's
Ministry of Commerce (2014), and a US-India-China Initiative fellow at SAIS,
Jehns Hopkins University (2013). In 2019, she received s commendation by
the Clief of the Aumy Stafl Genetal Bipun Rawat for het contubution to the
field of Clunese Stadies at the Centre for Land Warfaze Studies. Dy Jash bas
msthored The Concept of Actuve Defence i Chua: Military  Steategy
(Pentagon Press, 2021). He: vesenrch interests are China's foreign pobey, the
PLA, secunty and strutegic issues related to India-Ching, China- Japan
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Dr Apand V 1= an Assistant Professot (Semior Scale) at the
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Dhananjay Tripathi

D Dhananjay Topathi 5 an Associate Professor at the Department of
Interpanonal Relanons, South Asian Unversity (SALT), India. His vesearch
mterests mchude Regional Integraton Proces: (Eutope & South Asa), Bouder
Studies, and Intemational Political Economy. His secent publications include
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BIG Review and coordinator of SAU-BIG Border Studies Scholarship

Dhanasree Jayaram
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Ambassador Ajjampur Rangaiah Ghanashyam

Ambassador Ajjamprr Rangaialy Ghanashyam is a yetiwed
Indian diplomat who has served ambassador of Indm to
Anpola and High Commussioner of Indm to Migena. He
has gatheged a broad vanety of EXPELence 45 i diplomat

from shauing of natual msowrces between Tondi and s
uﬁghhming_ conntnes to pegotiating with hijackers of an
lnchan plage to Afghanictan, fiom orguuzing patnerships
between European Union and India to bemng a standby
Ambee mterpreter for the Pame Miuster of India. Post
retivement, Ambassador A R Ghanashyvam i duving the
social impact project MNacFun to fight the sceen tme
menace particnladly among childien by helping childeen
stay actove and healthy, As the chaiwman of National Active
Championshup, hus effort 15 to make children attam holistic

growth - mentally, plysically, emotionally and acadenucally

Aswani Dravid

Di Aswani Dravid 2 an expert m the figld of Indian Ocean
Pobtics and has been [I.".I.I.'hllIH anel l'q‘:l:11.E|l:|.'T|.|.|;_.: weseaich in the
fields of geopolitics, chmate politics and energy polines, She is
an Assstant Pmodfessor at the School of Libeml Stadies,
Uiiversity of Petrolewm and E.I.Jt'l__l{'l.' Sinclies and has also
previonsly served as the Assistant Professor at the School of
Life in UPES. He:r past engagements have been connected
with teaching publbe policy, Indian political systems, Tidia's
foreign policy, She has also-spent a prominent part of het life

as  freelance jpurnalist and copywite:
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Fynn Schymek

Mr Fyon Schymek 15 a fourth-vear medical stodent at the Ruby
Umiversity Bochum As an elected member of the 55th Student
Padiament, as well as the teasurer of the “"Ring Chostlich
Demokratischer Stadenten Bochum™ {an omgammton of Germany's
baggest democtanc party), he has been working to futhes the interests
of his fellow students. This includes snsaring propes epresentution of
wuversity students; interests i local and natonal poliies. Through
lus participation i conferences of the Ewopean Youth Pathament,
he 15 stoving for more international cooperation by fostenng enltial
exchange of mtermational medical stodents comung to Germany
through the BVAD (German Medical Smudents Assocition Working
Group)

Gulshan Sachdeva

D: Gubshan Sachdeva teaches European studies and serves as the centee's
chair st Jawnhadal Nehm University (JNLU), New Delhi's Sehool of
Intemnational Studies. The Ewmopean Commission bestowed upon him the
Jean Monnet Char in Enropean Economuc Integration and Enegey Securite
H(\ OVIE 1EeD T|!'|1' _h‘.-l:l'l- :iEﬂn:u-‘-r f::—-nT:q' |'|t' i".‘.iq’r-=|1"|:|l' 3 1'|"||. ["1I1(r}mu||. |.';|'|||':|:'|
Studies i Inchia, whach is wipported by the EUL He also serves as the
magazine Sage India’s chief editor. At the Afghamstan Minstry of Foregn
Affaire i Kabul, e oversaw projects far the Asian “r-‘.'vh:ll:;u:.l.'u.! Bank and
the Asia Foundation, He has also served as the Duector of the |NU Enesgy
Studies Program and the Divector of the UGC Earope Asea Studies Progoum
The Eniopean Union, Russia, Central Asia, Evasion integration, Afghanistan,
development cooperation, and energy secunty are some of his aeas of
integest. He holds a PhD in Economics from the Hongainan Academy of

Sciences, Budapent

-
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Captain (Dr) Gurpreet S Khurana

Captam (Dt} Gurpreet 5 Khnirana is an accomplshed Indian Navy
||I'|;'||.|'4 with ||1.';||.]'|' 1) !.l'-'.l.|' of seErvice l‘ll‘ ]|..'|.". ||.I-"E|| TALOUE 'p;r'j
prosiiions, meluding commuanding vwo warshups, and plaved a pivotal
rale in the commussionmg of INS Tarmugh, D Khurana is a prolific
pesearcher, .'||I.Ii||1|_1||H ovep M papets on pcs like Chma's mantime
stiategy, naval affans, geopolitics, mantime law, and history, He has
crafted influentisl noval doctine and stategy documents, earming
wecogmiton from the naval chief. Notably, Di Kliuana iz coedited
with mnoducng the teom Indo-Pacific' 1o contempotay geopolites
He has authored thiee books and co-edited 11 others. From 2014 to
2019, he served as the Executive Director of NMF and tepresented
India m inteinational fomms, He 1 an sccomplished educator,
delivering lectures to military and unrepsity stadents, Conently, Di
Kluana leads the Navy's Centie on Cluna Madtime Soudies
Visakhapatmam and serves as a visitmg Professor at the Naval War
College in Goa, His career veflects substantial contribntions to naval

'.ll.lli.‘yl'_'-'. ?.!'UEJ(J-J.H]L':-, and mantume tesearch

Helmut Brand

Dy Helmut Brand 15 the Jean Moonet Piofessor of Ewopean Publy
Health and the head of the department of intermational health at
Maasticht Universsty in the Nethedands. He 15 the Director of the
Department of Public Health in PSPH, MAHE. After studving
medicine in Diizseldorf and Zinch, he obtained his Master’s degree in
Community Aledicine from the London School of Hyvmene and
Tropical Medicine and the London Schoal of Ecanomics. Public health
medicine is Professor Brand's area of expettise. He recerved honours
from Sofia Medical University upon graduating. After holding positions
m severa]l Mimstoes of Health and Health Authontes, he was the
ditector of the Public Health Instmute of North Rhine Westphalia,
Germany, Since then, he has concentuated on the topie of Ewopean
Integration i Health. He served as president of the Encopean Health
Fomum Gastein (EHFG) and the Assocition of Schools of Public
Health in the Exzopean Region (ASPHER) in the past. He is a policy
advisor for WHO Ewope's Euopean Advisory Commuttee on Flealth
Research (EACHR) and a member of the Ewopean Commussion's
Expert Panel on "Investing in Health" (EXPH). He serves as the
founding director of the Prasanna School of Public Health ar MAHE,

Inclin
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Jagannath Panda

Dy Jagannath Panda 1= the head of the Stockhalm Centie fo
South Asin and Indo-Pacifie Affaus (SC5A-IPA). He oversees
Insttute for Secunty Development and Policy (I5DP) as ns
Editor. Apart from his prinapal tele at ISDP, Dy Panda holds
the positions of Semor Fellow at The Hague Centre [o
Suategic Studies (HCSS), The Nethetlands, and Duector for
Europe-Asa Research Cooperation at the Yokosuks Council on
Asia-Pacific  Studies (YCAPS), Addinonally, i Panda s
affihated with sevesal tlonk mnks and mesnmbons throughour
Agia and the Indo-Pacific region as an adpnct. He 5 a Semor
Research Fellow at the Japan Forum for Stmtegic Studies
(JESS), Tokvo; the East Asian Secudity Center at Bond
Unmersaty, Anstralia; an International Resewch Fellow at the
Cannon Institute for Global Stiches (CIGS) mn Japan; and a
Semor Fellow ar the United Services Instimtion {UST) of India,
New Delhi. For one and a half decades [2006-2023), he was a
fellow at Indias top think tank, the Insumite for Defence

Stiches, and Analvses (now Manoher Parnkar—I1D5A)

K. P. Vijayalakshmi

D: K P Vijayalakshm is Professor and Head at the Department of
Geopolines and International Relatnons, MAHE, Manipal. She 1= also an
Executive Counal Member at Manchar Panikar Institute of Defence
Stdies and Analrses (MP-TDSA), New Delli and an Adjpanct Gacalty at
5P, NIAS, Bengalum She was formetly Professor of US Studies,
Centre for Canadian, US & Latn Amercan Studies, School of
Intemational Studies, [N, New Delhi She s a well-regarded expest on
India’s MNanonal Secarity, US Govemment and Poliics; US Foreign
|||::||lr‘.' r-':!lI:I:I'I.'II.I.I“I:IllI_ |:.:rt:-m-. aned }1|nr|.".'._ ]|||:11: s Rt-l.ltnll.l'. and
Prospects fou Saentific Cooperanon, US stuateges and policies in
South Ags, Indisn Disspors, Comprehensive and Non-tradinonal
SECIHILY. She iz a |-;|-f|' IESOLICE PErSon far the Academic Staff {-_I'I”t‘-?ll""'. at
vanous nmiversiies, the Ammy War College, Foreign Service Insutute,
and Indian Insumite of Poblic Administmtion (New Delly) and domain
EXpELt to bath the print and broadeast media. She has been awarded the
prestignons Ford Foundation Faculty Fellowshugp, Semien Fulboght Post-
Doctoral Fellowslup, Salzbuwy Seminar Fellow, Olive |, Rededick Awaxd,

Gilmons Award of the Indian Assocmtion of Amencan Studies

B projects mces@manipal.edu {5 www.coemces. manipal.edu %, +91 820 2923053 ] B B ®|mcoemces




Ea

() MANIPAL oo
% e B L {":}H"—

Kim Thy Tong

Ms Kim Thy Tong works as 2 legislanve policy advisor
for a German Bundestag member. With an emphasis on
the economic tes to Austialia, New Zealand, South and
Southeast Asia, and the Gemman Federal Aliustiv foe
Economic Affairs and Energy, she has worked for the
department responstble for international tmde policy, She
went 1o the IGYLY (lndo-Gemman Young Leaders
Fomm) - 2018 in Delhi at that time. Kim Thy Tong
gradupted from the WWL in Mnster with a double
major in public admanistiation and European stodies as an
nndergraduate, and the Hertie School in Berlin awarded
her a master's degree n intermanional affairs. She also
serves as the Junge CDA's (Young Guoup of Chustian
Democratic  Wotkers' Assocmtion) deputy  federal

chawwoman

M. D. Venkatesh

Lt Gen. (De)) M D Venkatesh is MAHE Manipal's seventh
vice chancellor, With an outstanding academic ecord, he
earned lus medical degree fiom Mysore Aedical College in
1978, and m 1979, he was commussioned mto the Armed
Medical Corps. He 15 an excellent ENT sigeon and receqved
hos MS (ENT) fom Muombai University mn 1986, In India and
abroad, he received tminmg n oetrotology and cochlea
implantation. He has made important contiibutions to the
field of medical educanon. He served n the mubitary for 38
vears, during which time, i1 addition to his academic wouk, he
held many admumststive positions and 15 recogmized for a
mumber of accomplishments. On July 1, 2017, D Venkatesh
began serving as the Vice Chancellor of Sikkim Manipal
Univeruty, He will successfully complete his three-vear temm
on June 30, 2020 He has made a spnificant conmbuton o
SMLU"s  infrastmctuge,  academic  procedures, and IT

mfrastmcmre dunng hus termire
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Manoj Babu Buraga

Dr Manoj Babu Buraga is Assistant Professor at Manipal Centre for
Evwropean Studies, MAHE, Manipal and Adjunct Fellow, National
Mantune Foundation (NMF), New Delln. Proor to joimmg MAHE,
Mamtpal he was an Associate Fellow at the NMF. Mano) holds a
PhD n Politics and International Relations with specialisation in
European Studhes, Pondicherry Central University and participated
m the MHRD-sponsored Scheme for Academuc Research amd
Collaboration (SPARC) with the University of Lansanne and the
Umiversity of Paris 13. He is a recipient of Indian Council for Social
Science Research (ICSSR). International Travel Grant and G20
Research Fellowship, fimded by Centre for Financial amd
Accountability, New Delhi. His research interest inclhudes
International Relations of the EU, Martine Geostrategies of Indo-
Pacific India-EU and Indi-France, Ocean Governance
Sustainable Development, Sea-bed Resources, Marine Biological
Diversity, and Fishenies, and India’s Foreign Policy
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Neeta Inamdar

Prof Neets lmamdar s the Head of the Manipal Centre for
European Studies (MCES). She leads a team of yvoung scholus m
European Studies wath a mulodisciplinary approach and fornses
on gesearch i education polices, pmctices and harmmonisation
efforts in Ewope and other parts of the world Her research
integests are focused on people-to-people connect enabled by
education (st both school and tertiary levels), She held a Jean
Monnet Chauw m EU Economic Integration and Ewmopean
Identity avwarded by the Ewopean Union (2017 - 2020) She was
the Puncipal Coordinator of an Emsmus+ Capacity Building
project in Higher Education (CBHE) on Content and Language
Integyated Learung (CLIL) wath three Enropean and three Indian
partners, She also led the Jean Monnet Project on EU Highes
Education Policy - The Bologna Process and Inrernationalsanon
of Indian Universites. She offered a Jean Monnet module on
Cultural Analysis and Ewopean Identity (2014 - 2017). She also
oversees the activities of Mampal Universal Press (MUP) as the
Cluef Ediror.

Nicola Casarini

D1 Nicola Casatind i Semued Fellow Asia ot the Isumto Affan
Internazionali 1 Rome. Prior to thes, he was emploved as o Semor
Analyst at the EU Instivote for Security Snedies in Pans, a Viating
Professcr at the Graduate Institute m Geneva, a Public Pobey
Seholar at the Wilson Centre in Washington, IDC, and a Mage Crgie
Research Fellow amd Jean Monnet Fellow at the Ewopean
University Instimte in Florence. In mtermational relations, the
London School of Economics and Politcal Science awarded lum a
doctorate. He has written several books, a great deal of articles, and
papers about the transathintic alliagce and relations between Europe
and China, Remaking Global Ouder is the monogtaph wutten by
Nicola. The Development of LU'S5-China Relations and Its
Consequences for East Auia (Oxford University Press). His woiting
has received vecogmtion, and he has hod opinion pieces published in
a number of publications, wcludmng Forewgn Affais, Pooect
Syndicaté, The Wall Steet Jourpal, The New Yark Times, The
Diplomat, and Rewuters

_
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Priva Vijaykumar Poojary

Mz Priva Vijaykuma: Poojary is a Lecturer and Depatment
Coordinator at Mampal Centre for Euopean Studies and
also coopdinator of the MA Ewoppean Smdies progmam
Het teaching and research uterests inchide Ewopean
politics, policv-making in the Ewopesn Umion, ELTs
fnwig_n imlur{.', India-EU’ relations, sugmtion povemance,
and Highet Education Regonalizn. She has been a visiting
fellow at Bremen Internatiopal Gruduate School of Social
Soences (BIGS55) and a beneficiuy of Erasmus+ mobdity
She i also the coordinator of the Association of Euopean
Stucies in India (AEST)

Madhay Das Nalapat

Prof Madhay Das Nalapat (bon 1950) 1= India's fust Professor of
Geopolitics and the UNESCO Peace Chawr ar Mampal Usnivegsity,
whete he 15 vice-chair of Mamipal Advanced Research Guoup and
Director of the Department of Geopolitics & Intematiosal
Relations, A jowmalist and o formes Editor of The Times of India
and of Mathmbhom, he 15 encrently the editonal diecior of TV
Network & The Sunday Guardian-Indi. Sinee 2020, be is a membe
of the executve commitiee of the Editors Guild of India. Nalapar
wiites extensively on secnuty, poliey and mternational affurs. Apart
from his Supday Guardian columan, his writings have been published
i a very wide wange of publicatons, meluding the Pakistan
Ohbserver, Gateway House: Indin Councid on Global Relations,
United Press Intermational, Cluna Daily, The Diplomat, Radio Free
Enmrope/Radio Liberty, Economic and Poliical Weekly, Rediff and
CNN Global Public Squate
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Ambassador Rajiv Bhatia

Ambassador Rajiv Bhatia 1¢ Distugiushed Fellow, Gateway House,
and a former Ambassader of Indin As Duector Genetal of the
Indian Council of Wotkd Affus, he helped strengthen Tadia's

Tiack-IT research and outreach activities, Duang a 37-vear temue in
the Indinn Foregn Service, be served as Ambassador to Myanma
and Mexico and as High Commussioner to Kenva, Somh Afoca and
Lesotho. South Asia is a vegion of special mnterest to lum. A prolific
columpist, he 15 also a regubiz speaker on foreign policy and
ciplomacy in India and abroad. He was Senior Visitng Research
Fellow fiom 2011 to 2013 at the Institute of South East Asian
Stadies (ISEAS), Singapore. He holds a Master’s degree m political
science from Allahabad Umversny. His thiee books — India m
Global Affans: Pesspectives from Sapm House (KW Publishers,
2015), Incha-Myanmar Relinons. Changing contows (Routledpe
2016) and India-Afriea Relations: Changing Hoozons [Routedge

2020 have recerved cotical acclam

Ravindranathan P.

Dt Ravindianathan P. completed his post-pradnaton from Mahatma
Gandly Unversity and moved to Jawahatdal Nebim University for highe
smickes, Fle eamed his M Plul. and PLID, degiees fiom the Latin Amencan
Stdies dimsion of Centre for Capadin, US & Latin Amencan Stadies at
the Schoal of Intemnanonal Relatons, Jewahardal Melwn Univeesity, He did
his M.Phil. on the Chiapas Rebellion in Mexico and PhD on dhe
Democratization process of Alexico. He stamed his  career  at
Encyclopaedia Britannica az copy editor and worked as 4 Besearch
Associate at the International Colliboration diision of TCS55R. He also
had a sont ot the Academuc Staff College of JNL as the Acadenuc
Comdinator of Ouentation and Refiesher programmes. He jomed as an
Assistapt Professor ot the Department of Geopaolitics and Intemational
Relations (DGIR) at Manipal Academy of Higher Education (AMAHE), At
DGIR, Manipal, he teaches comses on Ams Contiol, Nuclew
Disarmament and Nuclear Futmges, Research Methodology, International
and Regonal Oupanisations and Lo and Mantime Secuaty m the ndan
Ocean. Presently he i3 an Assistant Professor (51, Geade) at the
Department of Geopoliies and Intemutional Relations, MAHE. He &
also the coordinator of the Centre for Indo-Pacific Studies, which comes
uncler the DGIR, MAHE
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Sanjay Pattanshetty

Di Samjay Partanshetty 13 the coordinator of the Center for Health
Diplomacy and the head of the department of plobal health
govemnance at the Prasanna School of Public Health, MAHE,
Mamipal. He recerved hus Doctor of Medione m Community
Medicine (MD) from Manipal Academy of Higher Edncation and
lus Danble mastes’s in public policy and himan development from
Maastcht Undversity in the Nethetlands and the United Nations
Univessity, with a focu: on Foreign Policy and Development. He
has developed, implemented, and conducted feld gesearch fon
public health education programs for more than ten vears. His areas
of interest i esearch ate leadership, policy discougse, smational
analyais, implementation scence, and health in foreign  policy
governance. More than 40 of his articles have appeared in domestic

and mtemational journals

Sankalp Gurjar

Dy Sankalp Guijat s an Assistant Piofessor at the Department

of Geopolitics and Intetnatioial Relatioms, Manipal Academy

of Higher Educatton, Udop, India. Poos to that, he worked as

# Research Fellow at the Indian Couneil of World Affais, New

Drellu. His research interests include International Relations of

the Indo-Pacific, Great Powes Politics, Masitime Secuiity and

the Geopaolitics of the Incdian Ocean Region. He regulaly

contrbites op-eds and wesearch articles for pational and

internaticdsl tesearch platforms, newspapess and magazines

At Mampal, he teaches cowses telated to India’s national

securty, foreigm policy, South Asm and soategy  and . j
negotiaons, He was  tmined at  the Depagment of - ’
Intemational Relations, South Asian University (3 noversity g -
establiched by SAARC nations) and Fergusson College, Pune. . &
He is the auther of “The Superpowers’ Plavground: [hibonn J{//._! id
and Geopoltics m the Indo-Pacific n the 21st Century”™ -
{Routledge: 2023},
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Seshadri Ramanujan Chari
D Seshadd Ramanujan Chad is o pmitifaceted Tndan fipoe known fo
hiz roles as a politician, jownalist, anthor, and stuategie foreign policy
analyst. He i associated with the Rashtioya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS
and coently holds a position on the National Executive Committes of
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJF). In the past, Chan seqved as the head of
the Foreign Affairs Cell at B]P headguarters and worked as 2 consultant
on governance with the United Natons Development Progiam (UNDP)
1 Souch Sudan
He is oamently engaped as Director (Intemational Affaim), Institute for
Manonal Seenury Studies (IMNS5), Director, Fooun for Stuategic &
Secunty  Studies | Jo Secretary-General, Fornm  for  Integuated
Mational Secuity  (FING), Non-officic member, Research and
Information Systems for developing countges, and is also the Directo
of Chionicle Society of India for Education & Academic Research
(CSIEAR), a high —profile NGO actively engaged in promoting
educational acuvines and conductung sipnificant research in areas like
Plugalism and Demoeracy, Conilict Resoluton, Role of relgon m
fortering communal hameny. He it alie the Vice-President for the
Society for Consumers' and Investons' Protection.
De Chari has alse authored books, including "A New Era in the Indian
Polity" and "Rezervaton for Chostians: Whae Next?™

Shruti Pandalai

Ms Shiut Pandala s a Fellow at IDSA, pamanly woiking on India's
stoateguc  thought and practice, Great power palitics, negphbochood
relations, developments in military affairs and new emeging thoeats to
national secunty are het aeas of research nterest. She ako speclises on
the ssue of stategic commuucation in defepce and diplomacy. Shouti has
B a pract of tzk foice projects with the Matonal SECHULILY Conier]
Secyetanat, Aimstry of Extermal Affurs and Home Affurs, Government
of India and frequently presents her reseasch ar conferences n
imternational thnk tmaoks and mubtary msuttons. She has published
widely in edited volnmes, academic pournals and the media and is
|.'l.1.||.|.'4|.11:|' i nang her research on the t{!.'II..I.l:]Ht". of the Smno-Indian

relationship. She is pat of many global emergug leaders’ for including

the The Aman Fomm of Global Govemance, The Muonich Young

Leaders Propramme and 15 also o 2017 Rusina Fellow. Previoualy, Shoug
was a broadcast journalst, a News Anchor and Semor Conespondent
with a leading nabonal English pews petwork specialising in intemmational

affaurs
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Simran Dhingra

Ms Simran Dhingm = curently the Head of Intemational
Cooperation at the India Office of the Kond-Adspaner-Suftung
Het work focuzes on peo-strategic and peo-econonucs 1ssues,
wheren she has conmbuted o oumbng many programmes and
tesearch projects I'I.‘l‘.'u:p '|:l|l:"|lF|.‘|. et |n'r.<.r.p:.u'lu.u|m| w1 German
langyage and Ltegatiure from University of Delly, she has worked in
vanons capacities with the Gemman Embassy School in New Delhi,
Giesecke & Devient m hMunch, Homboldr Unmersty in Berlin
and Goethe Institut, in the past. She has been a Research Otficer at
Konmd-Adenaver-Suftang, and a DAAD Young Ambassador. She
has also been a Managing Glebal Govemance (MGG) Academy
Scholar ot the German Institute of Development and Sostunalility
(TS, Hes Passiommte love for the Gemman language and het
vimon for a world with bertes glr_rh.l'l BOVELANCE anel wus tanalality

has been a constant thread thronghout her expeaences

Swati Prabhu

I Swuti Prabhu work: for the Cenne for New
Economic Diplomacy (CNELD) as an Assocate Fellow
Her smdy examines the connectrons hetween the
Sustaunable I_}1-'.'|"||_|3'-||11’-|'.I Agenda minel Inclia's
developament partnerslups. Her wider areas of interest in
research mchide development coopemton, sastainability,
and India-EU' pelations, Hex doctolate focuses on the
SDDGe' challenpes and addresses the environment and
development coopemtion of the Ewopean Union. She
waoiked as a Jumor Fellow at the Maalans Abul Kalam
Azad Instimite of Asan Smdies m Kolkata before joining
ORF, In 2018, she 'Iup:l n visit to the l}q:.l::nmm of
Palitical Science at Universdad Pompen Fabum in
Barcelona, Spain, while serving as an Emspms+ Mobility
Fellow. "Enhancing EU-Tndm Multilateral Cooperation at
the United Nabons High Table" is the utle of a policy
papet she wrote. The paper was chosen by the EU-lndia

Think Tanks Twmning liitiative as one of the top 11

-
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Tom Zeising

Mr Tom Zeising is pursumg @ PhD in economics as of
May 2022 His stichies centie on the tuangle intetactions
that  exist  between  development, health, and
environmental detecioration, Using a combination of
emotely  seosed  data and  belwviowal economuc
approaches, lus goal 13 10 ancover undedving structiares
m this iteraction. His areas of interest in msearch ae
health  economucs, behavioual  and  expenmental
economucs, and  envoonmental and  development
economucs. He has  been  attending  Heslelberg
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Vignesh Ram

Dr Vignesh Ram 15 an Assistant Professor at the
Department of Geopolitics and Intenmmtional Relations at
MAHE, Mamipal He has malt-disciplinary expenence in
the feld of vesearch cutting across meas of government
policy research, think tanks and academics, science and
technology research, polincal consultmg, peopolitics, and
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a defence start up in Bengabuu, His meas of research
nterest include the peopolitcs of Southeast Az and the
dymamics of the ASEAN omganization, Indo-Pacific
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About the Partners

Manipal Centre for European Studies (MCES) was the first in the country to be recognized
as a Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence by the European Union in 2018 - coemces.manipal.edu.
It has evolved as a hub of European Studies in the country in the last decade offering the only
MA in European Studies program in the country. It is an active participant in the Association
of European Studies in India and works with many universities in Europe and within India
while focusing on research in European economic, business, culture, literature, education and
society.

Vision
Centre of excellence to foster India-EU educational connect by enhancing understanding based
on knowledge sharing across disciplines and geographical borders.

Mission
Be a preferred choice of students and academicians with specific interests in Europe with
multidisciplinary approach.

Objectives

To establish closer links with Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) and other organisations
in Europe (Internationalisation)

To provide study and research opportunities in India-Europe relations with
multidisciplinary approach (programs and courses)

To encourage interdisciplinary collaborative research and generate common knowledge on
India and Europe (projects and publications)

To engage with civil society, other HEIs and different stakeholders about India-Europe
relations and disseminate knowledge generated within (outreach program, conference,
workshops, and printed materials)

The Department of Geopolitics and International Relations offers two-year MA Program
in Geopolitics and International Relations largely to orient the younger minds towards strategic
issues. The main thrust of the program is to evolve the Indian perspective on the contemporary
world geopolitical environment. The course combines the elements of geopolitics, foreign
policy, counter-terrorism issues, public diplomacy, maritime security, India’s national security,
defense management, the strategy used in negotiations, intelligence information gathering
mechanism, science and technology, the political system of major powers, Indian political
system and major discourse on nuclear futures.

The department also offers a PhD program, which helps in capacity building in strategic studies
and emphasizes quality research on pertinent important themes impacting International
Relations. The Department of Geopolitics and International Relations engages in building the
critical mass of young strategic analysts.

The MA program in Geopolitics and International Relations has a comprehensive curriculum
mainly dealing with the major Geopolitical regions of the world and how India makes
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responses through its foreign policy choices. The curriculum also combines and compliments
technology with strategy.

The Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung (KAS) is a political foundation. Established in 1955 as
“Society for Christian-Democratic Civic Education”, in 1964 the Foundation proudly took on
the name of Konrad Adenauer, the first Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany.

With 16 regional offices in Germany and over 120 offices abroad, the Konrad Adenauer
Foundation is committed to achieving and maintaining peace, freedom and justice through
political education. We promote and preserve free democracy, social market economy, and the
development and consolidation of the value consensus. We focus on consolidating democracy,
the unification of Europe and the strengthening of transatlantic relations, as well as on
development cooperation.

The leitmotif of the Konrad Adenauer Foundation "Germany. The next chapter" is supported
by a thematic focus. With the three main topics Innovation, Security and Representation and
Participation, it is quite clear which topics the Konrad Adenauer Foundation will focus on in
the coming years.

We cooperate with governmental institutions, political parties and civil society organizations,
building strong partnerships along the way. In particular, we seek to intensify political
cooperation in the area of development cooperation on the foundations of our objectives and
values. Together with our partners, we make a significant contribution to the creation of a global
order that empowers every country to determine its own developmental priorities and destiny
in an internationally responsible manner. The Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung has organized its
program priorities in India into five working areas:

Foreign and Security Policy

Economic, Climate and Energy Policy

Rule of Law

Political Dialogue focussed on Social and Political Change
Media and Youth
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