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Two Sides of the same Coin?
Tensions in European Identity
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30. September 2021

Online Seminars

KAS Online Seminars on Central Europe

www.kas.de/sachsen



Two Sides of the Same Coin?

What does it even mean to be European? To iden-
tify as and feel like a European? Many young people 
and university students, who grew up only knowing 
the European Union, would answer this questions 
differently than older generations. That is why we 
would like to invite young people from all over Cen-
tral Europe to discuss those important topics with us.

The construct of european identity is neither writ-
ten down nor set in stone. It also includes clea-
vages and lines of conflict. Many countries have 
joined the european community since the signing 
of the Maastricht treaty 30 years ago. The uni-
on did benefit from this diversity, but it also ope-
ned up room for potential sources of conflict.

Polarizing viewpoints on the immigration issue for 
example have distressed the relations between 
eastern and western member states of the EU. The 
heated debate on economic issues between the 
south and the north have also shaped the european 
discourse since the debt crisis. And lastly, there is 
a dissent between central and smaller countries re-
garding the question of further european integrati-
on. We would like to discuss those urgent topics joi-
ned as european neighbors. Most importantly, we 
would like to learn about the perspectives of young 
people all from Central Europe on this matters.

The discussion panels are a preparatory event for the 
KAS Summer School, which will take place in Dres-
den (September 2022). All attendees will be invited!

Best regards,

Dr. Joachim Klose,  
Head of the KAS regional office for Saxony



Content

Thursday,
16/09/21

5.30 p.m.

6.15 p.m.

7.00 p.m.

Thursday,
23/09/21

5.30 p.m.

6.00 p.m.

7.00 p.m.

Thursday,
30/09/21 

5.30 p.m.

6.15 p.m.

7.00 p.m.

North versus South - The economic is-
sue and how to overcome it

Keynote
Sebastian Płóciennik
Economist & Head of the Weimar Triangle 
Programme

Lucio Baccaro
Director of the Max Planck Institute for the 
Study of Societies

Group Discussion

End

East versus West - The immigration is-
sue and how to overcome it

Keynote

Gerald Knaus
Co-Founder of the European Stability Initi-
ative (ESI)

Zoltán Kiszelly
Political Scientist at Századvég Political 
School

Group Discussion

End

Centre versus Periphery - The issue of 
further integration and how to over-
come it

Keynote

Ján Figel‘
Former European Commissioner for Educa-
tion, Culture, Youth and Sport

Jérôme Quéré
General Delegate, Mouvement Européen 
France

Group Discussion

End



Place of Event
Online seminars using Zoom

Organization
Politisches Bildungsforum Sachsen
Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung e. V.
Königstr. 23, 01097 Dresden
T +49 351/563 446-0
F +49 351/563 446-10
kas-sachsen@kas.de
www.kas.de/sachsen

Concept
Christian Mumme
+49 351/563 446-14,
christian.mumme@kas.de

Application
Please apply here for all three seminars:
https://www.kas.de/de/web/sachsen/
veranstaltungen
You will receive the access information via mail.
Participation is free of charge.

Your personal data will be processed by the Konrad-Adenauer-
Stiftung e.V. in accordance with Art. 4 GDPR in compliance with 
the provisions of the EU General Data Protection Regulation 
(GDPR) and the Federal Data Protection Act (Bundesdatenschutz-
gesetz, BDSG-neu) and will be used to conduct the event.  You 
can find information about your rights here: https://www.kas.de/
DSGVO-Veranstaltung.  

The event will be accompanied by the use of multimedia. With 
your registration you agree that the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung e. 
V. may use the photo and film material taken before, during or 
after the event for an unlimited period of time, both in online 
and print format, for press and public relations purposes. If you 
do not agree with the taking and publication of pictures 
of yourself, please inform the guest service immediately at the 
beginning of the event. You will then be allocated separate seats. 
Please send suggestions and comments to: feedback-pb@kas.de.

This measure is co-financed by taxes on the basis 
of the budget of the Saxon State Parliament.




