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As part of the “Youth in Action: Youth Empowerment and Leadership Development in Armenia” (YIA)
project, a study visit to the Kingdom of Belgium was organized and coordinated by the Konrad Adenauer
Foundation Armenian branch and the Youth Initiative Center (YIC) NGO.

The delegation, led by the YIA project lead and the YIC Project Coordinator, included 13 representatives
from the Ministry of Education, Science, Culture and Sports of the Republic of Armenia, project consortium
members, youth organizations supported under the YIA project and a journalist.

The visit aimed to deepen the delegation’s understanding of Belgian youth policymaking, explore
international cooperation frameworks, and gain insights into effective youth work practices, while fostering
strategic partnerships.

Over the four-day visit, the delegation engaged in a series of meetings with key European Union institutions
at national and municipal levels, as well as with grassroots youth organizations.
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Meeting with JINT - National Agency for Erasmus+ Youth & European Solidarity Corps

Participants learned about international youth cooperation and the Europe Goes Local initiative, which
strengthens youth work at the municipal level. The exchange offered a closer look at Belgium'’s structural
and strategic approach to mobility, capacity building, and local youth policy development.
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Meeting with the European Commission - DG
Enlargement & ENEST (Armenia Desk)

At the meeting with the European Commission
DG Enlargement & ENEST (Armenia Desk)
participants provided an overview of current
youth sector needs, the role of youth civil society
organizations, and the European Union'’s support
and contributions within this context.
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Visit to Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung (KAS)
Brussels Office

The Armenian delegation was warmly welcomed
by representatives of the Konrad-Adenauer-
Stiftung (KAS) Brussels Office. The session
included detailed presentations of the EU4Youth
Coordination and Policy Support Programme as
well as highlighted KAS's role and activities in
development cooperation.
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Visit to Bataljong & Municipality of Ghent

The field visit to the Flemish city of Ghent provided a valuable learning opportunity, featuring insights
from the Bataljong organization and the local municipal authorities. Bataljong serves as a strategic link
between youth councils and local governments, actively supporting the development and advocacy of
youth policies at the municipal level. Ghent distinguishes itself as a youth-and child-friendly city, where
youth participation is thoughtfully integrated into urban planning, civic engagement, and education. This
comprehensive approach presents a compelling model for consideration by Armenian municipalities.
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Visit to Cultureghem - Brussels

Cultureghem is a grassroots urban project that uses
public space to address food insecurity, community
cohesion, and migrant support. The founder’s
presentation revealed the profound impact of
Cultureghem’s work. Through volunteer-led
initiatives, they offer meals, safe spaces, and support
for underrepresented and migrant communities. Its
mission is both critical and deeply human-centered.
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Meeting with YouthProAktiv at KAS

A meeting was held with Ms. Teresa Pallarés-
Ramos, founder of the YouthProAktiv
network, which promotes youth
entrepreneurship and civic engagement.

Ms. Pallarés-Ramos shared insights into the
organization’s efforts to foster resilient and
proactive youth communities and offered
valuable perspectives on how European-level
initiatives can empower young people to
become effective agents of social change.
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Visit to De Ambrassade

De Ambrassade, a leading umbrella organization for youth work in Flanders, hosted the Armenian
delegation for an in-depth presentation on the Flemish youth work system. The session covered legal
frameworks, policy cycles, funding schemes, and coordination across sectors. De Ambrassade’s role
in advocacy, research, and youth participation policymaking served as a compelling example of how
national structures can support the youth sector, while remaining independent and inclusive.
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Meeting with Mediawijs

Mediawijs is a Flemish Knowledge Center for Media
Literacy, where Mediawijs representatives presented
their approach to digital inclusion, critical thinking,
and empowering young people to navigate media
landscapes responsibly. The presentation also
included insights into a draft law currently under
consideration, which may restrict the use of certain
applications by individuals under the age of 16.

Swunhwynud Mediawijs Wtnhwgpwghwnnipjwl
YEuwnpnunwd

Mediawijs-p dtinhwanpwaghwunnijwU ninpunncd
anpénn ludwlunwywl ghunbithph

yGuwnnpnu £, npintn ugqdwyGpwniejwl
ubnywjwgnighgunp Ukiplwjwgntighu hptug
Ununbigniiubpnp rywihu UGpwnwywuntpjw,
pUlwnwunwywlu Jinwdnnnipjwl quipgugdwu
U Gpprnwuwnpnutphu dtnhw dhewywinnid
wuwinwufuwlwuwnne Yepwny Ynniunnpnaybint
Jwpnnniepijwdp ghUubint ninnniywdp:
SwunhwJwl pupwgpnid UEpYwiwgybg Lwl
wnbntywunynieintlu pupwghy pUbwnpydwu
thnind gunnuynn onhuwqgsh yGpwpbnjwy, npu
wnweownynd £ uwhdwUwthwynidubp npn2
hwybjwsubph oguinwagnpsddwl hwdwn 16
nwnbywluhg gwon wudwlg nGwpnid:



Meeting with Department of Culture, Youth, and Sports - Flemish Government

The Armenian delegation was warmly received by the Flemish Department of Culture, Youth, and Sports.
The meeting focused on the legal foundations of youth policy in Flanders, implementation strategies, and
inter-ministerial cooperation. The evident commitment of Flemish partners to the youth sector and their

openness to dialogue made this engagement a particularly productive and inspiring conclusion to the
study trip.
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The Study Visit highlighted both shared priorities and contextual differences in youth policy between
Armenia and Belgium. Armenia’s recent progress with its new Youth Law marks a promising step, yet
further work is needed to develop regulations and raise public awareness.

Discussions emphasized the value of youth-friendly spaces in both countries, underscoring their role in
promoting informal learning and participation. The Flemish focus on mental health offered particularly
relevant insights for Armenia, given the effects of war and the pandemic.

Overall, the visit reaffirmed the importance of not only policy development but also cultural change
toward greater cooperation, recognition, and support for young people.

c2ruyusni@e3ntu

NLuntdlwywl wigl pungédtig huswbu Iwjwutnwuh W AGlghwih dheol Gphnwuwpnwywu
pwnuwpwywunipjwl ninpunnd wnw punhwlUnip wnwebwhbppnieintbutnn, wjbwbu £
hwJwuwunbpuwnwihu tnwppGpnipintUuGpp: Swjwuwnwunid ybpebpu punniuywé «Gphnwuwnpnuwywu
pwnwpwywuntpjwl JwuhU» Unp opbupp fJununnnidbwihg wnwenUprwg L, uwywiu wuhpwdbown

E cwpnibwywywlu wofuwnwlp hwdwwwwnwufuwl GupwontUuunpuwlywlu wyntnh Jowydwlu b
hwUpwihu hpwagabyywonipiwl pwpdpwgdwl ninnnipjwdp:

Luuwnyniiubpp ywplnpbghlu Gphunwuwpnuwitn tnwpwopubnh Uawluwynipintup Gpynt
Gnynpubpnd” npwtu ng $npdw Ypenipiwl b dwulwlygwihu dowyntyph fupwudwl gnpshp:
Swdwlunwywlu Ynnihg hngblwu wnnnonirjwlu ypw npyws stanwnpnidp hwnyuwwbu
wplwnp nhtnwpyniiubp wnwewnlbg Iwjwunnwuh hwdwp hwayh wnubiny ywwnbpwquih W
hwdwydwpwyh hGuinbwuplubnn:

Cunhwuntp wndwdp, wigp yepwhwuwnwunbg ng Ohwiu pwunwpuwwuntpjwl dowydwU, wyl
dowynipwihu thnithnfunipintuubph wuhpwdtannieiniup ninnywéd hwdwagnpdwygnipjw,
dwlwsdwl b Gpnhunwuwpnubnh hwdwwwnhwy wewygnipiwl wdpwuwundwln:



in Armenia” Project is a co-funded initiative by the European Union and the
Konrad Adenauer Foundation (KAS) implemented together with the World
Vision Armenia (WVA), Media Initiatives Center (MIC), and Gyumri “Youth
Initiatives Centre” (YIC).
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This publication was produced with the financial support of the European Union. Its contents are the sole
responsibility of the “Youth in Action: Youth Empowerment and Leadership Development in Armenia”
project and do not necessarily reflect the views of the European Union.
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