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Program

17:30-17:45 Opening

Her Excellency Amb. Heike Peitsch, Ambassador of the German Federal Republic to
Georgia

Dr. Thomas Schrapel, Director of the Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, South Caucasus Office

Dr. David Lordkipanidze, General Director of the Georgian National Museum

17:45-18.15 Keynote
Between Anxiety and Fascination. The Soviet Union in Modernity

Prof. Jorg Baberovski, Humboldt University, Berlin

18.15-18.30 Art and Power in Totalitarianism

Dr. Sarah Caroline Matuschak, Humboldt University, Berlin

18.30-19.00 Soviet Georgia

Economics in the Soviet Georgia, Prof. Otar Janelidze, Thilisi State University
Myths about Stalin, Prof. Timothy Blauvelt, Ilia State University, Thilisi

Teaching History in Soviet Georgia, Prof. Oliver Reisner, llia State University, Thilisi

Moderator: Dr. Lasha Bakradze, llia State University, Thilisi

19.00-19.30 Sum up and Discussion

19.30 Exhibition with Reception

Communism was the largest and the most radical mass movement of the 20th century. This forcibly
imposed aspiration to shape all spheres of life, rightly labeled as “totalitarian®, destroyed countless
existences and ruined millions and millions of lives. It left behind immense spiritual and social wastelands.
Researchers have calculated that the communism is responsible for the deaths of up to 100 million
people.

Two old shattered empires, Russia and China, which the communists pieced together again, today
have re-emerged with a different ideological mix and new economic foundations as cultural and global
political opponents of the West.

With this exhibition and discussion we will try to create a platform for rethinking the thesis of “the
end of the communism”. Together with the additional material representing local narrative of the
communism the exhibition will provide the global context for understanding the communism in
Georgia.



