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Welcome to Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung’s Nigeria Weekly Press Review 

The weekly press review seeks to explore and keep you informed on selected issues relating to politics, 
business and economy, insecurity, infrastructure and development, health related issues, new trends 
and matters bothering on COVID-19 and the situation in Nigeria. 
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Covid-19: Cases of Delta Variant Double, FG 
Postpones Vaccination Exercise 
 
In new reports, following recorded cases of 790 
cases of covid-19 in the last six months. The Johns 
Hopkins University has gathered data that indi-
cated a mounting alarm that cases in the country 
have more than doubled over the past two weeks. 
However, the lead epidemiologist in Abuja, Dr. Do-
ris John has revealed the actual challenge in the 
rollout of vaccines was residents “accepting vac-
cines.’ Africa News (August 12th) reports. 
 
Meanwhile, the federal government has an-
nounced the postponement of the vaccination ex-
ercise due to “unforeseen circumstance”. The 
spokesperson of the Office of the Secretary to the 
Government of the Federation, Willie Bassey, re-
vealed that about one percent of the population 
was fully vaccinated. However, he added that “a 
new date would be communicated.”  Channels 
News (August 9th) reports. 
 
 
Information Minister Speaks on Lifting Twitter 
Ban, PDP National Chairman Survives Sack 
 
In new reports, the Minister of Information, Lai 
Mohammed, on Wednesday 11, signaled the end 
of a policy that ban Twitters operation in the coun-
try. The ban of twitter was largely seen as an abuse 
of freedom of expression following the removal of 
president Muhammadu Buhari’s post on the twit-
ter platform. However, Mohammed said, "The ban 
on Twitter will soon be lifted as we are getting close 
to reaching full agreement," he told reporters after a 
cabinet meeting. Hinting that the ban would be seen 
lifted in next few days or weeks we will conclude." 
Reuters, Channels News (August 11th) reports. 

The Peoples’ Democratic Party (PDP) , has moved to 
resolve the leadership crisis leading to calls for the 
resignation of the National Chairman, Uche Secon-
dus. The Chairman of the PDP Governors Forum, 
Aminu Tambuwal, disclosed to journalist after a 
meeting of the leaders, Board of Trustees of the Party 
and members of the National Assembly.  He added 
that the PDP shall restore peace, security and devel-
opment in the country. Premium Times (August 10th) 
reports. 

 

 

2 Million Displaced Citizens Affected by Infla-
tion, 19,000 Doctors Commence Strike Fourth 
Time Amidst Pandemic, Nigeria Ranked Fifth 
on World Banks Debt’ List, DMO Refutes Claims 
 
Citizens in the North-Eastern part of the country 
who lost their homes and livelihood, according to 
the National Bureau of Statistic (NBS) are amongst 
the worst most vulnerable and are disproportion-
ally affected by price fluctuations. The Deputy 
Head of the Maiduguri sub-delegation for the In-
ternational Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), 
Sarrah El Mourmouhi, says of the two million dis-
placed citizens from the north-east, beyond the 
physical safety there is an increasing struggle to 
secure basic livelihood. ICRC, Relief Web News (Au-
gust 8th) reports. 
 
Meanwhile, about 19,000 doctors across the coun-
try have commenced a strike action for the fourth 
time since the Covid-19pandemic hit the country. 
the strike action has left government hospitals and 
covid-19 treatment centers short of staff. Media 
outlets have reported that patients are being 
turned away at hospitals that claim to be short 
staffed. The striking doctors worry about their pa-
tients but blame the federal government as failing 
to honor their agreement.  Africa News (August 
11th) reports. 
 
The World Banks 2021 Fiscal Year Financial Report, 
released by the International Development Asso-
ciation (IDA), has revealed that the country’s debt 
has risen to eleven trillion dollars, further indicat-
ing that the population of 200 million citizens puts 
each citizen at 24,000 Naira in terms of per head 
distribution. Guardian News (August 11th) reports. 
 
Responding to the World Bank’s report by the IDA, 
the Debt Management Office (DMO) has stated 
that the World Bank’s report “was an assessment 
of the performance of IDA and not the perfor-
mance of the IDA loans nor the debt repayment 
capacity of the beneficiaries of IDA loans.” The 
DMO stated that the country’s IDA debt stock as at 
June 30,2021 represents one of the most favorable 
borrowing options for countries like Nigeria. 
Emma Ujah, Vanguard News (August 13th) reports. 
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Insecurity: Amnesty International Blames FG 
for 272 Deaths and Kidnappings in One Month, 
President Buhari Orders Military to Kill Illegal 
Weapon Holders, Military Air Strikes Kill Ban-
dits in Kaduna, More Than 1000 Boko Haram 
and ISWAP Terrorists Embrace Amnesty, FG 
Seeks to Execute 3000 Prisoners 
 
Amnesty International (AI), has revealed findings 
that showed that retaliatory attacks by the federal 
government has proved insufficient to prevent kill-
ings and kidnappings in the country. the Director 
of AI, Osai Ojigbo, said that at least 112 people 
were killed, 160 kidnapped and thousands dis-
placed in communities across the country. osai 
further revealed that the government needed to 
go beyond issuing statements and condemnation 
and rein in attackers and bring suspects to justice. 
Wale Odunsi, Daily Post News (August 10th) re-
ports. 
 
Meanwhile, President Buhari, has ordered the mil-
itary to subdue perpetrators on ongoing massa-
cre’s in plateau state. The order came after com-
munity residents have said the General Officer 
Commanding 3 Division, Ibrahim Ali, was on an 
“evil mission”. Ali while addressing troops of oper-
ation Safe Haven said “the commander in chief 
had asked us to gun down anybody seen carrying 
illegal weapon and we must carry out the order.” 
He further disclosed that the time frame for the 
operation was 10 days. Mandy Oteng, News2 
Online (August 11th) reports. 
 
The Government of Kaduna state has confirmed 
the death of four notorious bandits in Igabi local 
council in the state. The Commissioner for Internal 
Security and Home Affairs, Samuel Aruwan, dis-
closed that the bandits were neutralized when the 
military engaged them in a combined ground and 

air assaults. He further identified the bandits and 
stated that several other bandits were eliminated 
in the state through air interdictions and ground 
offensives. Abdulganiyu Alabi et all, (Guardian 
News (August 9th) writes. 
 
In new reports, the Director Army Public Relations, 
Onyema Nwachukwu, has revealed the latest de-
velopment that followed the recent escalation of 
offensive operations against members of the Boko 
Haram and Islamic State West Africa Province 
(ISWAP) groups. They were seen raising placards 
with inscriptions kicking against terrorism and ap-
pealing to citizens forgive them. The Acting Gen-
eral Officer Commanding 7 Division, Abdulwaheed 
Adelkun Eyitayo, who was present commended 
their decision to drop their arms and urged them 
to also encourage their colleagues in the forest to 
embrace the new life of peace and rehabilitation. 
However, clothes, food items, and groceries were 
distributed to them. Channels News (August 10th) 
reports. 
 
Meanwhile, the federal government has advised 
that state governments sign death warrants of 
convicted prisoners as it has plans to execute over 
3,000 convicts. Also, the federal government sent 
out a directive to the governors to build holding 
centers for awaiting suspects to decongest prison 
facilities. The Minister of Interior, Rauf Adesoji 
Aregbesola, disclosed that 50,992 inmates making 
70 percent of inmates in prisons were convicts, he 
added that the country had experienced a surge in 
the number of prisoners. Michael Oduor, Africa 
News (August 11th) reports. 
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