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Welcome to Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung’s Nigeria Weekly Press Review

The weekly press review seeks to explore and keep you informed on selected issues relating to politics, busi-
ness and economy, insecurity, infrastructure and development, health related issues, new trends and matters
bothering on COVID-19 and the situation in Nigeria.
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Senate Minority Leader Decries Sabotage on
President Buhari’s Government, House Speaker
Restates FGs Commitment to Resident Doctors
Demand, COAS Redirects House Investigations

Similarly, the Senate Minority Leader, Orji Uzor Kalu
(PDP, Abia), in an interview with channels television
on Monday 12, said that the federal government is
not responding to security concerns judiciously. He
added, that the government should collaborate with
state governors in fighting insecurity. Kalu said, “I
believe there is sabotage to the Presidency of
Muhammadu Buhari. A lot of sabotage, things are
on duty to sabotage him, the society.” Channels

News (April 12" reports.

Meanwhile, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, Femi Gbajabiamila, visited the
National Association of Resident Doctors (NARD),
headquarters in Abuja, on Tuesday 13, when he
assured the association that the federal government
would meet the demand of the association before it
embarked on an indefinite strike. Uyilawa
Okhuaihesuyi, the association’s president said, "We
have been given a leap of faith to believe in the
system and we hope and pray that the system does
not fail us.” Channels News (April 13™) reports.

In new reports, the Chief of Army Staff (COAS),
Ibrahim Attahiru, on Monday 12, at the House of
Representatives in Abuja, called on the Ad-Hoc
committee, probing the purchase of arms for the
Nigerian military and other security agencies in the
last 10 years, to invite specific individuals in view of
the  period concerning the  committee’s
investigations. Balarabe Alkassim, Daily Trust News

(April 12'" reports.

Inflation Rate Spikes to 18.17% in March 2021,
CBN, Federal High Court Sanction 194 Bureau De
Change Companies, Judiciary Workers Maintain
Strike, SEC Fault Foreign Securities Trading

In March 2021 inflation in Nigeria increased to
18.17%. This four-year-high record is 0.82% points
higher than in February. Responsible for the spike,
among others, is the rising food inflation that went
up to 22.95% from 21.79% recorded in February.
Samuel Oyekanmi, Nairametrics (April 15") reports.
Experts referred to the “food insecurity, foreign
exchange (FX) scarcity and high costs of importa-
tion, shortage in food supply due to planting season
and rise in gasoline prices as some of the leading
causes of the inflationary pressure” and expect that
inflation will continue to rise. Yinka Kolawole et al,,
Vanguard News (April 16%™) report. Meanwhile, the
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) has announced that
will stop providing foreign currency to sugar and
wheat importers in order to take pressure off the

local currency. Chijioke Ohuocha, Reuters (April 16™)
reports.

The Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), in a bid to
investigate suspicious financial activities, has moved
to freeze one hundred and ninety-four bank
accounts. The Chief Judge of the Federal High Court,
Abuja, AR Mohammed, empowered the CBN to
direct the banks to freeze the bank accounts
pending the outcome of investigations. Mohammed
said, "the order may be extended upon good
reasons shown.” Leadership News, (April 11%)
reports.

Meanwhile, the Judiciary Staff Union of Nigeria
(JUSUN), following an appeal by the Chief Justice of
Nigeria convened a National Executive Committee
(NEC) meeting on Saturday 10, that resolved to
continue their indefinite nationwide strike action.
Jimoh Musa, an official of JUSUN, revealed to
journalists, its readiness to call-off the strike,
following a meeting with state governors and the
union's demands being met. Ade Adesomoju,
Premium Times News (April 10" writes.

On another note, the Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC), has warned capital market
operators against patronizing online investment
trading platforms that give access to foreign
securities in the country. The SEC, in a statement
warned capital market operators, that the traded
securities were not registered in the country and
could negatively impact citizens. Abdulkareem
Mojeed, Premium Times (April 9™) reports.

Former President Goodluck Jonathan Advocates
Strengthening Electoral Laws, Electoral Offences
Bill Considered in the Senate, Thugs Disrupt PDP
Congress

Former President Goodluck Jonathan, spoke to
newsmen at TOSTV network in Abuja, on Tuesday
13, where he revealed that the standard practice of
electoral management is returning candidates and
declaring winners, while the judiciary complements
by upholding declared results or nullifying flawed
elections. However, Jonathan added, that free and
fair elections have less litigations and court cases
and the laws of the country should suppress the
issue of the judiciary returning candidates. Chibuzo
Ukabe, Leadership News (April 13™) writes.

The Chairman of the Senate Committee on the
Independent Electoral Commission (INEC), Kabiru
Gaya (APC, Kano South), disclosed to journalists the
progress of the Electoral Offences Commission Bill.
The bill provides a 180-day window for candidates
to emerge before secondary elections. Also,
candidates who submit false credentials alongside
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their political parties would be fined and offenders
sentenced to jail time. Gaya said, the electoral act
was to ensure that the issue of fake certificates and
litigations after election process will seize to exist.
Bode Gbadebo, Leadership News (April 14™) writes.

Meanwhile, the North-West Zonal Congress of the
People’s Democratic Party (PDP), was on Saturday
11 disrupted by rival groups within the party
belonging to the former governor of Kano state,
Rabiu Kwankwaso and Governor of Sokoto state,
Aminu  Tambuwal. The disgruntled supporters
destroyed ballot boxes before voting started in a
disagreement over the position of zonal National
Vice Chairman. Kwankwaso accused Tambuwal, of
meddling in the party affairs in preparation for the
2023  presidential race. Abubakar Ahmadu
Maishanu, Premium Times (April 10" reports.

South-East Security Summit Creates Joint
Security Outfit, Boko Haram Launches Series of
Attacks in Borno State, Army Engages Veterans
in Fight against Insecurity

The Chairman of the South-East Governors
Conference and Governor of Ebonyi State, Dave
Umahi, presented a communique at the first south-
east security summit in Owerri, Imo state. The
communique resolved to create a joint security
outfit called "Ebube Agu” also known as Wonderful
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Tiger, that would be headquartered in Enugu state
to “coordinate the vigilante groups in the zone.” The
governors resolved to combine resources in the
fight against crime and terrorism in the South-East-
Region. Premium Times News, (April 11") reports.

Meanwhile, series of attacks, allegedly credited to
members of Boko Haram, were recorded in
Damasuk, Borno State. On Saturday 9, the United
Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (UNCH), a Police station, hospital and three
international aid partner facilities were directly
targeted, set ablaze and damaged. The coordinator
and head of the UNCH mission in Nigeria, Edward
Kallon, confirmed the incident in a statement. He
added, “civilians and aid workers, their facilities and
assets should never be a target. They must always
be protected and respected.” Abdulkareem Haruna,
Premium Times News (April 11%) reports.

In new reports, the Chief of Army Administration,
Abdulrasheed Aliyu, at the 2021 Vete.rans Affairs
Directorate Workshop in Port Harcourt, revealed the
position of the COAS. Aliyu said, the veterans still
had a lot offer in spite of their retirement from
active service. He added that, "we decided to
engage them considering that Nigeria is currently
faced with diverse security challenges, and
everybody has a role to play toward securing the
country.” Premium Times, (April 13™) reports




