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Inflation Surges to 22.22% in April, Federal Gov-
ernment Incurs NGN 36.8 Trillion Deficit in 8 
Years Under President Buhari, Nigeria Needs 
USD 12 Billion to Clean Up Oil Spills in Bayelsa 
State, United States to Impose Visa Re-
strictions On Nigerians Undermining the Dem-
ocratic Process 
 
The National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) consumer 
price index report released a 0.18% increase from 
April’s inflation figure to 22.22%. The highest in-
creases were recorded in prices of gas, air 
transport, liquid fuel, vehicle spare parts, fuels and 
lubricants for personal transport equipment, 
medical services and road transport. The contin-
ued surge in inflation means the measures by the 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) have yet to yield re-
sults. With the ongoing increasing inflation, Nige-
ria will continue to pay more for goods, leading to 
a drop in purchasing power by Nigerians. Ogaga 
Ariemu, Daily Post News (May 18th) reports. 
 
The federal government (FG) has incurred a deficit 
spending of NGN 36.8 trillion in eight years under 
President Muhammadu Buhari. Analysis of data 
from the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) on FG fi-
nances from 2015 to 2022 revealed that 77% of 
the deficit spending occurred in the last four years 
(2019-2022). The data showed that total revenue 
for the eight years stood at NGN 32.05 trillion, 
while total expenditure during the period valued 
at NGN 68.8 trillion. The deficit spending jumped 
by 60% in the last four years (2019-2022). The 
World Bank in a report stated: “The fiscal position 
deteriorated. In addition, low non-oil revenues 
and high-interest payments compounded fiscal 
pressures.” Similarly, the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) highlighted the need for bold fiscal re-
forms to create needed policy space, put public 
debt on sound footing and reduce vulnerabilities.  
Babajide Komolafe, and Elizabeth Adegbesan, 
Vanguard News (May 17th) report. 
 
Nigeria needs USD 12 billion to clean up decades-
old oil spills in southern Bayelsa state over a pe-
riod of 12 years. Oil majors in Nigeria have long 
faced legal challenges over Niger Delta spills which 
they mostly blame on sabotage and vandalism of 
pipelines and illegal refining. The Bayelsa state Oil 
and Environmental Commission said in a report, 
that it started an investigation in 2019 on the im-
pact of spills and looked at the evidence from fo-
rensic scientists, blood samples from people in af-
fected areas and company data. The investigation 
discovered that toxic pollutants from spills and 
gas flaring were many times higher than the safe 

limits in samples of soil, water, air and the blood 
of residents. The commission adopted a United 
Nations model used to calculate the clean-up cost 
of spills in Niger Delta's Ogoniland more than a 
decade ago and found that "the clean-up will cost 
USD 12 billion over 12 years". A spokesperson for 
Shell Nigeria could not comment. An Eni spokes-
person said the oil spills were due to theft and un-
lawful exports and sabotage, but the company un-
dertook to remedy all spills. Macdonald Dzirutwe, 
Reuters News (May 16th) reports. 
 
The United States (US) government has said it had 
taken steps to impose visa restrictions on specific 
individuals in Nigeria for undermining the demo-
cratic process during the 2023 elections cycle. This 
was made known in a statement by the Secretary 
of State Anthony Blinken. While noting that "the 
United States is committed to supporting and ad-
vancing democracy in Nigeria and around the 
world”, Blinken added that the visa restrictions 
were specific to certain individuals and not di-
rected at the Nigerian people or the government 
of Nigeria as a whole. The US government dis-
closed that the decision to impose visa restrictions 
reflects the continued commitment of the United 
States to support Nigerian aspirations to 
strengthen democracy and the rule of law. Dami-
lola Olufemi, The Punch News (May 15th) reports. 
 
 
INEC Oppose Live Broadcast of Election Tribu-
nal Proceedings by Opposition, National Asso-
ciation of Resident Doctors Announce Five-Day 
Warning Strike, Federal Government Rejects 
Bill to Halt Doctors’ Migration, Federal Execu-
tive Council Unveils 37 New Universities, Fed-
eral Government Approves Development of 
Platform for Birth and Death Registrations, 
Ministry of Aviation Changes Name in New Pol-
icy, Federal Government Ends Evacuation of 
Nigerians Trapped in Sudan, Federal Road 
Safety Corps Say Over 40,000 People Die Annu-
ally in Road Accidents, US Secretary of State 
Tasks Tinubu On Inclusive Leadership 
 
On Thursday, the Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC), president-elect Bola Tinubu 
and his party, the All Progressives Congress (APC), 
opposed a call for the live broadcast of the pro-
ceedings of the presidential election petition 
court. The Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) and its 
presidential candidate Atiku Abubakar, who are 
jointly challenging Tinubu’s victory at the poll, had 
called on the court to allow live broadcast of its 
proceedings. Arguing the application on Thursday, 

https://dailypost.ng/2023/05/15/nigerias-inflation-increases-to-22-22-per-cent/
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2023/05/fg-incurs-n36-8trn-deficit-in-8yrs-under-buhari/
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/nigeria-needs-12-billion-clean-up-bayelsa-oil-spills-report-2023-05-16/
https://punchng.com/breaking-us-to-impose-visa-ban-on-nigerians-undermining-democracy/
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the petitioners’ legal team urged the court to allow 
the live broadcast of proceedings because of the 
national importance of the case. But objecting to 
the application, INEC countered that media cover-
age of court proceedings was controlled across 
the world, adding that allowing media houses to 
transmit proceedings live would defeat the sol-
emn atmosphere of the court. Similarly objecting 
to the application, the president-elect’s counsel 
urged the court to dismiss the application with the 
cost awarded against the applicant. The five-mem-
ber panel subsequently reserved a ruling on the 
application but did not fix a particular date for the 
verdict. Premium Times News (May 18th) reports. 
 
Nigerian doctors under the umbrella of the Na-
tional Association of Resident Doctors (NARD) 
have embarked on a five-day warning strike on 
Wednesday after the federal government failed to 
meet their demands. The effects of the strike are 
already visible as it has disrupted health services 
across public tertiary hospitals in Nigeria. The doc-
tors, among other issues, are demanding the im-
mediate payment of the 2023 medical residency 
training fund, tangible steps on the review of the 
consolidated medical salary structure and pay-
ment of all salary arrears owed to its members 
from 2015. The president of the association, Eme-
ka Innocent, said the decision was reached at the 
NARD’s extraordinary national executive council 
meeting on Monday. According to the president, 
the warning strike would commence at 8am on 
Wednesday, May 17 and end at 8am Monday, May 
22. Nike Adebowale Tambe, Premium Times News 
(May 19th) reports. 
 
Minister of labor and employment Chris Ngige de-
scribed a bill seeking to restrict the migration of 
Nigerian doctors currently being considered by 
the National Assembly as "unworkable". The bill 
aims to mandate any Nigeria-trained medical or 
dental practitioner to practice in Nigeria for a min-
imum of five years before being granted a full li-
cense. According to Ngige, the bill negates extant 
labor laws. Stephen Angbulu, The Punch News 
(May 16th) report. 
 
The Federal Executive Council (FEC) meeting, pre-
sided over by vice president Yemi Osinbajo, has 
approved the licensing of 37 new universities in 
the country. Minister of education Adamu Adamu 
revealed that the development leads to 72 univer-
sities licensed in total by the Muhammadu Buhari 
administration since 2015. Fielding questions on 
the practicality of other universities against the 
backdrop of the funding challenges of the existing 

universities, Adamu explained that these were all 
private with enough funds to run them; they 
should thus be allowed the opportunity to exist. 
He revealed that one of them was an online uni-
versity, the first of its kind. Wiliams Anuku, Daily 
Post News (May 13th) reports. 
 
The federal government (FG) has approved the de-
velopment of an electronic civil registration and vi-
tal statistics system (eCRVS), a platform that will ef-
fectively keep electronic records of birth and 
death registrations. This is contained in a state-
ment issued by Ifeanyi Nwoko, acting head of me-
dia and publicity of the Infrastructure Concession 
Regulatory Commission (ICRC). The commission 
said the concessionaire would inject NGN 5.3 bil-
lion private sector funds while the National Popu-
lation Commission (NPC) would be the project 
grantor. The commission further explained that 
the license was given following the issuance of a 
full business case compliance certificate by ICRC. 
Nsikak Nseyen, Daily Post News (May 18th) reports. 
 
The federal government (FG) has further approved 
the change of name of the Federal Ministry of Avi-
ation to the Ministry of Aviation and Aerospace. 
The approval was given at the of the Federal Exec-
utive Council (FEC) meeting. Minister of aviation 
Hadi Sirika, who briefed the media after the meet-
ing, claimed changing the name became neces-
sary to position Nigeria with contemporary devel-
opments in aviation and aerospace. The minister 
noted that Nigeria’s civil aviation policy was last re-
viewed in 2013, explaining that the present admin-
istration waited for president Muhammadu 
Buhari to consent to the new act to enable the 
ministry to draft policies from the law. The FEC 
also approved that the Nnamdi Azikiwe Interna-
tional Airport in Abuja and the Malam Aminu Kano 
International Airport in Kano be concessioned. 
Cyril Okonkwo, The Voice Of Nigeria News (May 
18th) reports. 
 
The federal government (FG) announced it had 
ended the evacuation of Nigerians trapped in war- 
Sudan, noting that the last batch of returnees ar-
rived in Nigeria last Saturday. The FG stated that it 
was organizing a program to gather other Nigeri-
ans who might want to return home after the end 
of its evacuation exercise in Sudan. The govern-
ment further highlighted that no Nigerian life was 
lost during the evacuation exercise. Okechukwu 
Nnodim, The Punch News (May 15th) reports. 
 
The Federal Road Safety Corps (FRSC) has dis-
closed that over 40,000 people die annually from 

https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/top-news/599207-why-we-oppose-live-broadcast-of-presidential-election-tribunal-proceedings-inec-tinubu.html
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/health/health-news/599245-patients-suffer-as-nigerian-doctors-strike-enters-third-day.html
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/health/health-news/599245-patients-suffer-as-nigerian-doctors-strike-enters-third-day.html
https://punchng.com/fg-rejects-bill-to-halt-doctors-migration/
https://punchng.com/fg-rejects-bill-to-halt-doctors-migration/
https://dailypost.ng/2023/05/15/fec-unveils-37-new-universities-days-to-bowing-out-of-office/
https://dailypost.ng/2023/05/15/fec-unveils-37-new-universities-days-to-bowing-out-of-office/
https://dailypost.ng/2023/05/18/fg-approves-development-of-platform-for-birth-death-registrations/
https://von.gov.ng/nigerias-ministry-of-aviation-changes-name-in-new-policy/
https://von.gov.ng/nigerias-ministry-of-aviation-changes-name-in-new-policy/
https://punchng.com/fg-ends-nigerians-evacuation-in-sudan/
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road traffic crashes in Nigeria. The Corps Marshal, 
Dauda Biu, disclosed this during activities marking 
the 7th United Nations (UN) Global Road Safety 
Week. According to him, there is no more signifi-
cant threat to people aged 5 to 29 years than road 
traffic crashes, as one in every four deaths occurs 
among pedestrians and cyclists. Biu further ex-
plained the Un had developed a global decade of 
action for road safety from 2021 to 2030 with an 
ambitious target to reduce road traffic deaths and 
injuries by 50% until 2030. Premium Times News 
(May 16th) reports. 
 
The United States Secretary of State, Antony 
Blinken, has tasked the president-elect, Bola 
Tinubu, with inclusive leadership representing all 
Nigerians. Blinken, in a telephone conversation 
with Tinubu, also emphasized his continued com-
mitment to further strengthening the US-Nigeria 
relationship with the incoming administration. A 
statement issued by the US Department of State 
Spokesperson noted, that the US-Nigeria partner-
ship was built on shared interests and strong peo-
ple-to-people ties and that those links should con-
tinue to strengthen under Tinubu’s tenure. Both 
further discussed the importance of inclusive 
leadership that represents all Nigerians, contin-
ued comprehensive security cooperation and re-
forms to support economic growth. The president-
elect urged the US to factor in Nigeria’s important 
place in Africa and provide needed assistance in 
the areas of security and economical investment 
for the nation to lead the way and be a shining ex-
ample to the rest of the continent. Adedayo 
Akinwale, This Day Live News (May 17th) reports. 
 
 
Insecurity: 85 Killed in Plateau Herders-Farm-
ers Clash, Gunmen Abduct 15 People in Federal 
Capital Territory, US Convoy attacked in Anam-
bra State, Troops Uncover ISWAP Underground 
Armory in Borno State 
 
According to reports on Thursday, at least 85 peo-
ple have been killed in an attack in Mangu, Plateau 
state, as part of the ongoing clashes between 
herders and farmers, leading furthermore to the 
displacement of more than 3,000 people. The 
cause of the recent attack is unclear but it is very 
typical for the ongoing retaliation attacks between 
herders and farmers to escalate into raids on vil-
lages by heavily armed gangs. In addition, the area 
has a history of ethnic and religious tensions. Ac- 

cording to the local government council chairman, 
all 85 bodies have been recovered so far. A com-
munity leader confirmed the same number of 
deaths. The Punch News (May18th) reports. 
 
No fewer than 15 persons, including a Federal 
Capital Territory (FCT) administration staff mem-
ber, were abducted by gunmen in the Kuje Area 
Council, FCT. The gunmen stormed the estate at 
about 11:30 pm on Sunday, shot sporadically and 
abducted persons returning home from work. The 
chairman of the Residents Association, Taiwo Ade-
ribigbe, disclosed the development to journalists 
in Abuja. The FCT Police has not responded to 
press inquiries. Abiodun Sanusi, The Punch News 
(May 16th) reports. 
 
The United States (US) has condemned the attack 
on a convoy of US consulate workers in Anambra 
state by yet to be identified gunmen on Tuesday. 
At least four members of the convoy were killed. 
The attacked convoy reportedly had nine Nigerian 
nationals: five employees of the US mission to Ni-
geria and four members of the Nigeria Police 
Force. They were traveling in advance of a planned 
visit by the US Mission personnel to a US-funded 
flood response project in Anambra state. Re-
sponding, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, 
said the US was working with Nigerian law en-
forcement to bring those responsible to justice. 
President Buhari expressed sadness over the at-
tack and commiserated with the families of those 
killed in the incident. Gift Habib and Stephen Ang-
bulu, The Punch News (May 18th) report.  
Troops of the 21 Armoured Brigade, have recov-
ered a large cache of arms and ammunition from 
the Islamic State of the West African Province 
(ISWAP) insurgents in Borno State. The troops dis-
covered the massive armory with arms and am-
munition when they invaded the Ukuba camp, as 
part of the ongoing counter terrorist operation. 
According to a source, the recovery came after the 
troops raided the same camp and recovered six 
anti-aircraft guns, four AK-47 rifles, several IEDs-
making materials, a cache of magazines and a ve-
hicle mounted with an anti-aircraft gun. The oper-
ation (Desert-Lake-Mountain II) in the axis of the 
Sambisa-Timbuktu Triangle and the shores of 
Lake Chad, is making steady inroads as ground 
and backed air support continues to sustain pres-
sures on the terrorists, killing scores of them while 
many others were forced to flee. Kingsley Omon-
obi, Vanguard News (May 15th) reports.

https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/top-news/598725-over-40000-people-die-annually-in-road-accidents-in-nigeria-frsc.html
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/top-news/598725-over-40000-people-die-annually-in-road-accidents-in-nigeria-frsc.html
https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2023/05/17/in-phone-conversation-us-secretary-of-state-tasks-tinubu-on-inclusive-leadership/
https://punchng.com/85-killed-thousands-displaced-in-plateau-herders-farmers-clash/
https://punchng.com/gunmen-abduct-fcta-staff-14-others-in-abuja/
https://punchng.com/gunmen-abduct-fcta-staff-14-others-in-abuja/
https://punchng.com/us-demands-justice-for-slain-consulate-officials/
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2023/05/troops-uncover-iswap-underground-armoury-in-sambisa-forest/
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