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Health Crises Worsens as Resident Doctors 
Embark on Strike Amid Covid-19 Pandemic 
 
In keeping with its earlier warning to the federal 
government to embark on strike if issues of wel-
fare of medical personnel were not addressed 
within 14 days, the National Association of Resi-
dent Doctors (NARD) commenced strike action on 
Monday this week. Afolabi Sotunde, Reuters (15th 
June) details. The Minister for Health, Osagie Eha-
nire expressed concerns over the strike and the 
repercussion on the health situation in the coun-
try especially with the ravaging Covid-19 pan-
demic. Nike Adebowale of Premium Times (15th 
June) explains. 
 
As part of efforts by the federal government to 
resolve the dispute, its officials have met with the 
leaders of NARD to discuss their demands and 
the way forward, although the meeting ended in 
a dead-lock. However, the government has 
threatened to sack doctors who do not return to 
work, Eagle Online (17th June) and Vanguard 
News (17th June) details. Nigerians have appealed 
to both the government and the doctors to im-
mediately resolve the issue considering the huge 
negative impact the strike action will have on ef-
forts to contain the Covid-19 pandemic. Mean-
while, NARD exempted doctors who are directly 
involved in treating Covid-19 patients from the 
strike in order to avoid worsening the effect of 
the pandemic. Nigerian Tribune (15th June). See 
details of reactions in, Don Silas, Daily Post News 
(15th June), and Kehinde Akintola of Nigerian Trib-
une (15th June). 
 
At the global level, some foreign media have re-
acted to the strike and the impact it will have on 
the management of the Covid-19 crisis and the 
nation’s economic development at large. Will 
Brown, The Telegraph (16th June), Peter Mwai and 
Christopher Giles, BBC News (17th June) write. 
 
 
Federal Government Develops Sustainability 
Plan for Post Covid-19 Pandemic 
 
As part of plans to cushion the negative effect of 
the Covid-19 Pandemic, the federal government 
has embarked on a sustainability plan towards 
revamping the country’s economy which has 
been badly distorted by the Coronavirus pan-
demic, a report by Nairametrics (16th June) ex-
plains. The federal government and the House of 
Representatives had last week revised the na-
tional budget and gave room for additions and 

adjustments aimed at reviving the economy. The 
plan according to the government will bring the 
country back on the path of feasibility and devel-
opment. Following the budget revision, the sus-
tainability measures would refocus the economy 
to more relevant areas that will drive growth. Deji 
Elumoye and Udora Orizu, explain in This Day 
News (14th June). However, there is a disparity in 
the figures being presented by the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC) on Nigeria’s daily oil produc-
tion. Fred Itua, Daily Sun News (18th June) details. 
 
On the recent approval of external loans by the 
legislature which were included in the revised na-
tional budget, development economists have ex-
pressed concerns that “generations yet unborn 
may become slaves with mortgaged future, as a 
result of the Federal Government’s insatiable ap-
petite for loans acquisition, especially the Chi-
nese variant”, Kelvin Ebiri et al report in Guardian 
News (14th June). However, the Debt Manage-
ment Office (DMO) has put Nigeria’s total loan 
from China at $3.121 billion as at the end of 
March this year. Emma Ujah writes in Vanguard 
News (19th June). 
 
The full impact of the economic situation is yet to 
be seen as forecast by the International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) says “the world is in a recession 
and Nigeria’s economy will shrink by at least 
3.4%, although, local experts predict this reces-
sion will hit even harder”, Oluwatosin Adeshokan 
of the African Report (16th June) writes. On a simi-
lar note, Nigeria recorded an increase in inflation 
by 12.40 per cent in May, John Ofikhenua reports 
in The Nation News (16th June). The rising cost of 
living worries low income consumers, Merit Ibe 
writes in Daily Sun News (18th June). 
 
 
Oshiomhole’s Removal Tears APC Leadership 
Apart, Obaseki’s Disqualification Deepens APC 
Crisis 
 
The rift between the present governor of Edo 
state, Godwin Obaseki and the suspended All 
Progressives Congress (APC) national chairman, 
Adams Oshiomhole has thrown the party into 
leadership crisis at both national and state level 
following the party’s disqualification of Obaseki 
from contesting for a second term, Samson Ad-
enekan in Premium Times (12th June), and the Ap-
peal Court sacking of Oshiomhole as party na-
tional chairman, Premium Times (16th June). 
 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-nigeria-healthcare/nigerian-doctors-strike-for-better-benefits-during-coronavirus-crisis-idUSKBN23M1BZ
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-nigeria-healthcare/nigerian-doctors-strike-for-better-benefits-during-coronavirus-crisis-idUSKBN23M1BZ
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/health/health-news/397862-covid-19-doctors-strike-may-cause-loss-of-lives-health-minister.html
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/health/health-news/397862-covid-19-doctors-strike-may-cause-loss-of-lives-health-minister.html
https://theeagleonline.com.ng/fg-resident-doctors-fail-to-agree-on-calling-off-strike/
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2020/06/doctors-who-fail-to-resume-work-wednesday-will-be-sacked-fg-threatens/
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2020/06/doctors-who-fail-to-resume-work-wednesday-will-be-sacked-fg-threatens/
https://tribuneonlineng.com/nard-exempts-doctors-treating-covid-19-from-strike/
https://dailypost.ng/2020/06/15/doctors-strike-get-health-workers-back-on-negotiation-table-ezekwesili-tells-buhari/
https://dailypost.ng/2020/06/15/doctors-strike-get-health-workers-back-on-negotiation-table-ezekwesili-tells-buhari/
https://tribuneonlineng.com/gbajabiamila-begs-resident-doctors-to-shelve-planned-strike-action/
https://tribuneonlineng.com/gbajabiamila-begs-resident-doctors-to-shelve-planned-strike-action/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/science-and-disease/nigerian-doctors-stage-indefinite-walk-crippling-covid-19-response/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-53013413
https://nairametrics.com/2020/06/16/covid-19-nigerias-explains-how-it-will-fund-n2-3-trillion-stimulus/
https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2020/06/14/with-revised-2020-budget-passed-what-next/
https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2020/06/14/with-revised-2020-budget-passed-what-next/
https://www.sunnewsonline.com/revised-2020-budget-in-jeopardy/
https://guardian.ng/news/mounting-loans-why-forensic-probe-to-avoid-economic-colonialism-is-vital/
https://guardian.ng/news/mounting-loans-why-forensic-probe-to-avoid-economic-colonialism-is-vital/
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2020/06/dmo-explains-3-121bn-chinese-loans/
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2020/06/dmo-explains-3-121bn-chinese-loans/
https://www.theafricareport.com/29820/coronavirus-nigerias-proposed-economic-policies-give-little-hope/?utm_source=newsletter_tar_daily&utm_campaign=newsletter_tar_daily_16_06_2020&utm_medium=email
https://thenationonlineng.net/inflation-increased-by-12-40-percent-in-may-nbs/
https://www.sunnewsonline.com/rising-cost-of-living-worries-low-income-consumers/
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/headlines/397341-breaking-edo-election-apc-disqualifies-obaseki.html
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/headlines/398053-updated-edo-2020-court-of-appeal-upholds-oshiomholes-suspension-as-apc-chairman.html
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Meanwhile, an FCT high court reaffirmed an ear-
lier order permitting Victor Giadom to act as the 
acting national chairman of the APC. The Cable 
News (18th June) explains. The action of the court 
followed claims by different factions in the APC 
announcing different persons as APC’s acting 
chairman. Leo Sobechi et al, write in Guardian 
News (18th June). It will be recalled that Giadom in 
an earlier statement announcing himself as the 
rightful occupant of the seat had nullified Oba-
seki’s disqualification from the party primaries in 
Edo. Jide Orintunsin, The Nation (18th June). 
 
Meanwhile, the People’s Democratic Party (PDP) 
is considering granting waivers to accommodate 
Obaseki to run under the party’s ticket for the pri-
maries, and has postponed the earlier scheduled 
date for the primaries in Edo State to make room 
for Obaseki to join. John Alechenu reports in 
Punch News (19th June). 
 
As controversies arising from Obaseki’s disqualifi-
cation continue to deepen, citizens have called 
for caution to avoid throwing the state into 
chaos. Elder statesman and prominent leader of 
the South-South, Edwin Clark, described the deci-
sion by the APC to disqualify Obaseki as “horren-
dous”. Friday Olokor, Punch News (16th June) 
writes.  
 
 
Insecurity Rises as Reports Indicate Genocide 
in Nigeria 
 
The abject neglect of rural communities and the 
presence of ungoverned spaces in parts of north-
ern Nigeria have been adduced as some of the 
reasons for the gradual decimation of rural areas 
in the North. In a recent story by Isa Sanusi, Pre-
mium Times (15th June), he said “murderers have 
tested the waters and now know that they can at-
tack any rural community and get away with it, or 
even probably get amnesty when they are ulti-
mately caught”. 
 
With the reports of mass killing in Borno State 
and Katsina State last week, and the recent re-
ports of the continued escalating violence and 
murders in Nigeria (DW News (16th June)) still in 
our minds, the UK All-Party Parliamentary Group 
(APPG) for International Freedom of Religion or 
Belief released its new report on atrocities com-
mitted by Fulani militia in Nigeria. The report enti-
tled “Unfolding Genocide?” points to the fact that 
Nigeria is becoming a genocidal nation, Ewelina 
U. Ochab, Forbes News (15th June) and Rowan 

Williams, Independent News (15th June) for de-
tails. 
 
Worried by the increasing killings in Katsina State, 
residents in the state embarked on protests to 
condemn the nonchalant attitude of the govern-
ment, and demanded the resignation of the state 
governor, Aminu Bello Masari and President Mu-
hammadu Buhari. Nwafor Sunday of Vanguard 
News (16th June) reports. Leading the protest, the 
Coalition of Northern Groups (CNG), a civil society 
organization, gave the federal government an ul-
timatum to sack all the service chiefs and end the 
killings in the region. Nwafor Sunday et al write in 
All African News (16th June). Reacting to the pro-
test, the federal government has arrested the 
leader of the CNG, Nastura Sharif and others for 
causing civil unrest in the state. Olalekan 
Adebayo, Punch News (17th June), and Abdulra-
heem Aodu of Blueprint News (17th June) write. 
The Friday Musings with Ayo Olukotun, Punch 
News (19th June) examines the killings in Katsina 
State against the backdrop of the protests. 
 
Meanwhile, President Buhari has dispatched the 
National Security Adviser (NSA), and other Intelli-
gence chiefs to Katsina State as part of plans to 
address the increasing insecurity. Jude Johnson 
reports in Global Sentinel (18th June). The Minister 
of Defence also convened a meeting with the 
ministers of Police Affairs, Interior and Infor-
mation to find solutions to end insurgency and 
banditry in the country. Molly Kilete, Daily Sun 
(18th June) writes. Bulama Bukarti, a sub-Saharan 
Africa analyst at the Tony Blair Institute for Global 
Change, analyses ISWAP’s change towards a new 
deadlier approach in Nigeria, Council on Foreign 
Relations (June 19th). 
 
 
INTERPOL and Nigeria Step up Cybercrime In-
vestigations 
 
In a bid to tackle the increasing rate of cyber-
crime in Nigeria, the International Criminal Police 
Organization (INTERPOL) and Nigeria’s intelli-
gence agencies have stepped up the tracking and 
apprehension of citizens who indulge in cyber-
crimes including wire fraud, relationship scams, 
and money laundering among others. Recently, 
the US Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) de-
clared 6 Nigerians wanted for wire fraud. Eniola 
Akinkuotu, Punch News (18th June). 
 
In a similar vein, INTERPOL recently arrested a Ni-
gerian social media celebrity Ramon Abbas also 

https://www.thecable.ng/apc-crisis-deepens-as-court-reaffirms-giadom-acting-national-chairman
https://www.thecable.ng/apc-crisis-deepens-as-court-reaffirms-giadom-acting-national-chairman
https://guardian.ng/news/confusion-as-apc-gets-four-chairmen-in-one-day/
https://guardian.ng/news/confusion-as-apc-gets-four-chairmen-in-one-day/
https://thenationonlineng.net/giadom-declares-self-acting-chair/
https://punchng.com/pdp-nwc-considers-waiver-for-obaseki-postpones-primary/
https://punchng.com/apc-shouldnt-treat-obaseki-like-ambode-clark/
https://opinion.premiumtimesng.com/2020/06/15/the-decimation-of-the-rural-north-by-isa-sanusi/
https://opinion.premiumtimesng.com/2020/06/15/the-decimation-of-the-rural-north-by-isa-sanusi/
https://www.dw.com/en/nigeria-islamic-militant-attacks-in-borno-kill-dozens/a-53800544
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ewelinaochab/2020/06/15/is-genocide-happening-in-nigeria-as-the-world-turns-a-blind-eye/#12d39b8a5405
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/nigeria-boko-haram-isis-violence-christian-muslim-coronavirus-a9566451.html
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2020/06/breaking-protesters-ask-buhari-masari-to-resign-over-katsina-killings/
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2020/06/breaking-protesters-ask-buhari-masari-to-resign-over-katsina-killings/
https://allafrica.com/stories/202006160536.html
https://punchng.com/protesting-northern-youths-lucky-were-in-democracy-presidency/
https://www.blueprint.ng/northern-coalition-group-leader-arrested-over-katsina-protest/
https://punchng.com/galloping-insecurity-and-the-killing-fields-of-northern-nigeria/
https://punchng.com/galloping-insecurity-and-the-killing-fields-of-northern-nigeria/
https://globalsentinelng.com/2020/06/18/insecurity-buhari-dispatches-nsa-intelligence-chiefs-to-home-state-of-katsina/
https://www.sunnewsonline.com/defence-minister-meets-with-police-interior-information-ministers-to-end-banditry-2/
https://www.sunnewsonline.com/defence-minister-meets-with-police-interior-information-ministers-to-end-banditry-2/
https://www.cfr.org/blog/iswas-recent-attacks-could-signal-new-deadlier-approach-nigeria
https://www.cfr.org/blog/iswas-recent-attacks-could-signal-new-deadlier-approach-nigeria
https://punchng.com/6-3m-fraud-six-nigerians-placed-on-fbi-most-wanted-list/
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known as Hushpuppi in Dubai over an alleged 
fraud of $35m Covid-19 funds meant for Ameri-
can citizens. Fikayo Olowolagba writes in Daily 
Post News (13th June). However, Nigeria’s intelli-
gence agencies and their counterparts in United 
Arab Emirates and the US have been at logger 
heads over the extradition of Hushpuppi. Samuel 

Ogundipe, Premium Times (13th June) reports. 
With the growing rate of unemployment in Nige-
ria, there are possibilities that cybercrimes could 
increase drastically despite efforts being made by 
security agencies to stem the tide. A report by 
Fadeyi Elizabeth, The Nation (18th June) explains. 
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