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Welcome to Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung’s Nigeria Weekly Press Review

The weekly press review seeks to explore and keep you informed on selected issues relating to politics,
business and economy, insecurity, infrastructure and development, health related issues, new trends
and matters bothering on COVID-19 and the situation in Nigeria.
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Covid-19: FG Releases Update, Post-Vaccina-
tion, Outlines Directive for Vaccination

The National Health Care Development Agency
(NPHCDA), disclosed at a joint press conference
with the World Health Organisation (WHO), in
Abuja on Friday 16, the current health status of
few, amongst over a million persons vaccinated
with the AstraZeneca vaccines. The Executive Di-
rector, NPHCDA, Faisal Shuaib, said that 52 per-
sons out of those vaccinated have suffered mod-
erate to severe effects at inoculation. He added,
that there has been no case of death or blood clot
recorded from the vaccination in the country. Jo-
seph Erunke, Vanguard News (April 18™) reports.

Similarly, the NPHCDA, disclosed, on its official so-
cial media handle, the need to allow a second dose
of the vaccines for those who have taken their first
doses. Stating that, “As of today, April 20,
1,114,408 representing 55.4 per cent of the eligible
group targeted with the AstraZeneca vaccine have
been administered their first shots in this vaccina-
tion phase.” The Federal Government has directed
state governors to not exceed 50 per cent utiliza-
tion of the vaccines allocated to the states. The
Sun News (April 21°%) writes.

Senate Approves President Buhari's Loan Re-
quest, NASS Leadership Advocate for Police,
Correctional, Justice System Restructuring,

The Senate Committee on Local and Foreign Debt
presented a consideration report of the 1.5 billion
dollar and 995 million-pound loan request by
President Buhari. The chairman of the committee,
Clifford Ordia, noted that the borrowings are
largely concessional loans with low-interest rates
with a reasonable payback period. Following the
approval by the senate, Ordia noted, “The Loan is
in the immediate best interest of the Nigerian
State and its citizens in dealing with the COVID-19
pandemic in a way that the economy will be posi-
tioned for quick recovery and resume growth.”
Philip Nwosu, The Sun News (April 271°') reports.

Meanwhile, the Senate President, Ahmed Lawan,
at the Roundtable Reform of the Criminal Justice
System of Nigeria, organised by the National Insti-
tute of Legislative and Democratic Studies (NILDS),
noted that with rising insecurity, the country must
be ready to strengthen the justice system. Adding
that no society would grow, without a productive
criminal justice system. The Speaker of the House
of Representatives, Femi Gbajabiamila, also said

that, the autonomy of the judiciary should be
granted without delay, to encourage justice with-
out delay. Azimazi Momoh Jimoh, The Guardian

News (April 22"9) writes.

CBN Moves to Strengthen Financial Risk Man-
agement

The Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), has taken ac-
tion against debtors in mortgage banks, finance
houses and micro-finance banks. The Director of
Financial Policy and Regulation Department, Kel-
vin Amugo revealed in a circular the commence-
ment of the enrolment of all development finance
institutions, microfinance banks, primary mort-
gage banks and finance companies. Amugo said
that, the efforts would promote a safe and sound
financial institutions. Peter Egwuatu, Vanguard

News (April 19%) writes.

INEC to Resume Voters Registration Exercise,
Finance Minister Dismiss Alleged Printing
Claims, PDP, House Minority Leader, Seeks
Probe into Cabinet Minister

The Independent National Electoral Commission
(INEC), has planned to resume Continuous Voters
Registration (CVR), ahead of the 2023 elections
across the country. The INEC, Resident Electoral
Commissioner (REC), Garba Attahiru Madami, in
Kwara told journalist, that the exercise would in-
clude new registrations and cases of transfer of
voting units. Madami, also added that, “the CVR ex-
ercise will close at the end of the third quarter of
2022." Vanguard News (April 20" reports.

Meanwhile, the Minister of Finance, Budget and
National Planning, Zainab Ahmed, dismissed the
claim that, the federal government printed 60 bil-
lion naira to support federal allocation to states.
The Governor of the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN),
Godwin Emefiele, also described the claim as “un-
fortunate and totally inappropriate.” Ahmed re-
vealed that “In the month of March, we had a
shortfall of FAAC that is almost about N50 billion
and we did not have enough accrued in any of
those accounts, the states to be honest wanted us
to borrow from the Central Bank, but we resisted.”
Olusola Oludiran, The Cable News (April 19t
writes.

In new reports, the People’s Democratic Party
(PDP), has asked the Department of State Services
(DSS), to invite the Minister of Communications
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and Digital Economy, Isa Pantami, over alleged af-
filiations with the Taliban and Al-Qaeda. The Na-
tional Publicity Secretary, Kola Ologbondiyan,
signed a statement on Sunday 18 after Pantami
acknowledged his past views and radical asser-
tions. The statement read, “The party also de-
mands that President Muhammadu Buhari should
immediately sack the minister, given the sensitiv-
ity of the issue at stake.” Ignatius Igwe, Channels

News (April 19') writes.

On the same note, the Minority Leader of the
House of Representatives, Ndudi Elumelu (PDP,
Delta), at Plenary on Wednesday 21, moved for the
House to debate on the issue regarding the utter-
ances of the Minister of Communication and Digi-
tal Economy, Isa Pantami and his alleged support
for the Al-Qaeda and Boko Haram jihadists.
Elumelu said, “"Although he has apologized, to me
it doesn’t stand. So, |, therefore, call for his imme-
diate resignation or sack.” Levinus Nwabughiogu,
Vanguard News (April 21°') reports.

Insecurity: Nigerian Army Arrests Boko Haram
Informant, Defence Minister Boosts Officers
Morale, UN Suspends Operations in Borno
State, FG Allege Sabotage by UK Government,
Overview of Kidnappings in the North, Army
Goes Against IPOB, IPOB Replies to UK Govern-
ment

The Director of Army Public Relations, Moham-
med Yerima, in a statement, identified Modu Ari as
an alleged informant of the Boko Haram sect after
his arrest by the Nigerian Army. He said, that Ari's
alleged role was responsible for the attacks on
troops position by terrorists in Yobe State. Yerima
added, “On interrogation, he confessed to having
revealed troops’ movements and position to his
Boko Haram collaborators, Investigation is how-
ever ongoing to unravel the network of local in-
formants whose nefarious activities have endan-
gered troops on clearance.” Channels News, (April
18™) reports.

Meanwhile, the Minister of Defence, Magashi
Bashir and the Chief of Defence Staff, Lucky Irabor,
at the Theatre Command in Maiduguri, Borno
State, charged troops of Operation Lafiya Dole.
Bashir said, “If you are not meant to die by a bullet
you will never die but if you are meant to die by a
bullet, even in your bedroom bullet will come and
reach you, which is what | experienced during ser-
vice.” He added, that the recruitment exercise will
begin, to the improve manpower of the armed

forces. Blessing Tunoh, Channels News (April 18™)
writes.

In new reports, following the series of attacks in
Damasak, Borno state on Saturday 9. Nigeria for
the United Nations Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (UNCH), temporarily sus-
pended humanitarian operations in Dikwa and
Damasak Borno. The resident coordinator of
UNCH, Edward Kallon, said the organization’s op-
erations were put on hold to safely relocate the
humanitarian staff to other locations. Mandy
Oteng, Online Nigeria News (April 18™) reports.

On another note, the Minister for Information and
Culture, Lai Mohammed, has disclosed that the
United Kingdom (UK) is sabotaging the fight
against terrorism and undermining the country's
security. Speaking to journalist, Mohammed said,
the UK granted asylum to “persecuted” members
of the Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB). He
added, that “Against the background of the fact
that IPOB is not only proscribed but also desig-
nated as a terrorist organisation here in Nigeria,
the UK's decision is disrespectful of Nigeria as a
nation.” Uyowayino Jeremiah, Vanguard News

(April 20™) writes.

The Incentive Based Program (IBP), has reported
over 800 students kidnapped within three months
in the northern part of the country. IPB reported,
that 60 boarding house schools between Decem-
ber 2020 and March 2021 were shut down in north
due to kidnap of school children. Taiwo Akerele,
the Executive Director of IBP, disclosed that the
general insecurity in the region has dampened the
educational enthusiasm among parents and chil-
dren of school age and the development has seri-
ous implication on academic statbility, domestic fi-
nance, crime and illiteracy in the region. Joseph
Erunke, Vanguard News (April 22"9) writes.

The Nigeria Army deployed its personnel to com-
munities in Imo state to carry out raids, discreet
searches and arrests of youths and residents sus-
pected to be linked to the Indigenous People of Bi-
afra (IPOB). The gunmen had also attacked the of-
fice of the State Criminal Investigation Depart-
ment of the state police command, freeing sus-
pects there. Earlier, four police divisional head-
quarters had been attacked since February The
state government had said the gunmen were be-
ing used by aggrieved politicians, while the IPOB
has also denied its involvement in the attacks. Sa-
hara News (April 20'") reports.
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Meanwhile, IPOB have sought a referendum on
self-determination for the south-eastern part of
the country. The United Kingdom, released guide-
lines for asylum applications by “persecuted”
members of the Biafra and Movement for the Ac-
tualisation of the Sovereign State of Biafra (MAS-
SOB). However, the IPOB secessionist group re-
sponded to the UK government in a statement,
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signed by the media and publicity secretary,
Emma Powerful, that read, “We wish to most gra-
ciously remind them that what we Biafrans need
and cherish the most is a referendum and not asy-
lum in the UK. David Royal, Vanguard News (April
22"9) reports.
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