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The weekly press review seeks to explore and keep you informed on selected issues relating to politics,
business and economy, insecurity, infrastructure and development, health related issues, new trends
and matters bothering on the overall situation in Nigeria.
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Dangote’s Price Reduction Disrupts Fuel Im-
ports as Refinery Expands Market Reach, FG
Faces NGN 4 Trillion Electricity Debt and Con-
siders Tariff Review, Nigeria and China Sign
EUR 7.6 Billion Green Hydrogen Energy Deal,
Lassa Fever Outbreak: NCDC Confirms 80
Deaths Across 11 States

The Dangote petroleum refinery has announced
another reduction in its petrol prices, lowering the
ex-depot price from NGN 890 to NGN 825 per litre,
marking the second price cut in February and the
third in two months. The company stated that the
move aims to provide relief to Nigerians ahead of
Ramadan and support president Bola Tinubu's
economic recovery efforts. However, while con-
sumers welcome the reduction, industry stake-
holders note that the landing cost of imported pet-
rol, at approximately NGN 927 per litre, now ex-
ceeds Dangote’s ex-depot price making importa-
tion unprofitable. Fuel importers are increasingly
concerned, that continued price reductions may
force importers out of business, shifting the fuel
supply chain entirely to local refining. In addition
to disrupting the local market, Dangote has ex-
panded exports, recently selling low-sulphur fuel
oil and aviation fuel to the United Arab Emirates
(UAE). With production now at 550,000 barrels per
day, the refinery claims it can fully meet Nigeria's
fuel demand while exporting surplus products.
Dangote also disclosed that its facility currently
holds over 500 million litres of petrol valued at
NGN 600 billion, reinforcing its dominant role in
Nigeria's fuel market. Experts believe that Dan-
gote's pricing strategy is fundamentally reshaping
Nigeria's fuel sector, reducing reliance on imports
and positioning local refining as the primary fuel
source. However, concerns remain about market
competition and regulatory oversight. Dare
Olawin and Damilola Aina, Punch News (February
271 report.

The federal government owes over NGN 4 trillion
to electricity generation (GenCos) and distribution
companies (DisCos) due to unpaid subsidies, rais-
ing concerns over liquidity in the power sector.
The minister of power, Adebayo Adelabu, dis-
closed this during the public presentation of the
National Integrated Electricity Policy (NIEP) and Ni-
geria Integrated Resource Plan (NIRP) in Abuja. Ad-
elabu revealed that NGN 2 trillion is owed to Gen-
Cos as legacy debt, while another NGN 1.9 trillion
accounts for 2024 electricity subsidies. DisCos are
also owed NGN 450 billion for subsidized electric-
ity supply in 2024. The minister warned that the
government cannot sustain this subsidy model,

stressing that a new approach would focus on tar-
geted interventions for vulnerable consumers. To
improve service delivery, he announced plans to
restructure electricity consumer bands, reducing
them to three categories (A, B and C) to minimize
tariff disparities and ensure lower-band consum-
ers receive more power supply. While Adelabu did
not confirm an imminent tariff hike, he stated that
the government would review electricity tariffs to
enhance the sector's financial stability. Faruk
Shuaibu, Daily Trust News (February 27th) reports.

Nigeria has signed a EUR 7.6 billion agreement
with China to advance green hydrogen energy de-
velopment, marking a significant step toward tran-
sitioning from fossil fuels to clean energy. The
deal, signed in Uyo, Akwa Ibom state, involves the
federal government, APPL Hydrogen Limited
(AHL), and China’s LONGi Green Energy Technol-
ogy Company Limited (LGETCL) a global leader in
clean energy transition. The project will be based
within the Liberty Free Trade Zone (LFTZ) in Ibeno,
Akwa Ibom state. Minister of innovation, science
and technology Uche Nnaji signed on behalf of Ni-
geria, highlighting the initiative's alignment with
national priorities, including technological innova-
tion and economic diversification, while also ad-
dressing climate change challenges. Nnaji empha-
sized that collaboration between the federal and
Akwa lbom state governments will be key to its
success. The managing director of the Oil and Gas
Free Trade Zone Authority (OGFZA), Bamanga Us-
man Jada, highlighted the project’s potential to
boost exports, attract investment, and create em-
ployment opportunities. Analysts see this partner-
ship as a strategic move to establish Nigeria as a
leader in Africa’s green energy transition. Bassey
Anthony, The Nation News ( February 24™") re-
ports.

The Nigeria Centre for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (NCDC) has reported 80 deaths from 413
confirmed Lassa fever cases across 11 states for
the week February 3-9, 2025, with the case fatality
rate surging to 19.4%. Ondo, Edo and Bauchi
states accounted for 73% of infections. The most
affected demographic is ages 21 to 30, with men
and women being almost equally affected. De-
spite a decline in new cases, the NCDC expressed
concern over the rising fatality rate, attributing it
to delayed case presentations, poor health-seek-
ing behaviour and high treatment costs. In re-
sponse, the agency has activated the National
Lassa Fever Multi-Sectoral Incident Management
System (IMS) and deployed National Rapid Re-
sponse Teams (NRRT) to affected states like
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Gombe, Nasarawa and Benue, alongside en-
hanced surveillance, case management training
for healthcare workers and distribution of essen-
tial medical supplies in Bauchi, Ebonyi and Benue
states. The NCDC is also collaborating with inter-
national partners, including the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) and Médecins Sans Frontiéres,
to strengthen diagnosis and outbreak response.
As part of its prevention strategy, the agency
urged Nigerians to maintain proper hygiene, store
food securely to prevent rodent contamination
and seek medical attention early if symptoms such
as fever, sore throat, or unexplained bleeding oc-
cur. Additionally, a nationwide rodent control
campaign is being launched. Anthonia Obokoh,
Nairametrics News (February 23) reports.

Senate Holds Public Hearing on Tax Reform
Bills Amid Calls for Overhaul, Obasa’s Contro-
versial Return Deepens Division in State As-
sembly, PDP Wins All Seats in Controversial
Osun Local Government Election, Court Orders
INEC to Stay Action on Anyanwu’'s Removal as
PDP National Secretary, Tinubu Presides Over
APC Caucus Meeting

The Senate has commenced a public hearing on
four proposed tax reform bills aimed at modern-
izing the country's tax system, broadening the tax
base and enhancing compliance. The proposed
bills, the Nigeria Tax Bill (NTB) 2024, Nigeria Tax
Administration Bill (NTAB) 2024, Nigeria Revenue
Service (Establishment) Bill (NRSEB) 2024 and Joint
Revenue Board (Establishment) Bill JRBEB) 2024,
were initially presented by president Bola Tinubu
in October 2023. The bills aim to streamline tax
collection, reduce compliance costs and improve
revenue distribution. Key government officials, in-
cluding the minister of finance Wale Edun and
chairman of the Federal Inland Revenue Service
(FIRS) Zacchaeus Adedeji, supported the reforms,
citing their potential to drive investment, ensuring
equity and aligning Nigeria's tax framework with
modern economic realities. Senate president
Godswill Akpabio stressed that taxation must be
fair and transparent, addressing concerns that
states generating value-added tax (VAT) receive
less revenue than corporate headquarters in
other regions. However, concerns remain over tax
burdens and the need for an inclusive approach
that balances economic growth with social equity.
The Senate public hearing continues, with addi-
tional discussions scheduled in the House of Rep-
resentatives. Sanni Onogu, The Nation News (Feb-

ruary 25") reports.

The ongoing leadership crisis in the Lagos State
House of Assembly took a dramatic turn on Thurs-
day as the recently ousted speaker, Mudashiru
Obasa, returned to the assembly complex, es-
corted by armed security personnel. Declaring his
removal "null and void", Obasa convened a paral-
lel session with four lawmakers loyal to him, while
the majority of the 40-member legislature boy-
cotted the meeting. Obasa was removed as
speaker in January while he was outside the coun-
try, following allegations of gross misconduct, mis-
management of funds and high-handed leader-
ship. His former deputy, Mojisola Meranda, was
elected as speaker in his place. However, Obasa’s
return has heightened tensions, with reports sug-
gesting pressure from powerful figures in the All
Progressives Congress (APC) to reinstate him. Me-
randa, who retains the support of most lawmak-
ers, faced temporary withdrawal of her security
details, which were later restored. Lagos state
commissioner of police Moshood Jimoh attributed
the incident to an ongoing police personnel audit
rather than political interference. Meanwhile,
Obasa’s legal team has filed a suit challenging his
removal, though he publicly denied knowledge of
the case. The crisis has further split the APC in La-
gos, with the influential governor’s advisory coun-
cil (GAC) divided over Obasa'’s fate. With both fac-
tions refusing to back down, the battle for control
of the Lagos assembly remains unresolved, raising
concerns about legislative stability in Nigeria's
most politically and economically significant state.
Folashade Ogunrinde, Premium Times News (Feb-

ruary 28™) reports.

The Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) won all 30
chairmanship and 332 councillorship seats in the
highly controversial local government elections
held in Osun state last week. The election pro-
ceeded despite warnings from the attorney gen-
eral of the federation (AGF) and the police, who ar-
gued that a February 10 appeal court ruling had
reinstated previously sacked council officials and
that the election should not take place. The Osun
State Independent Electoral Commission (OSSIEC)
chairman, Hashim Abioye, announced the results
on Osun Broadcasting Corporation (OSBC), stating
that 18 political parties participated, with PDP can-
didates emerging victorious in all contested seats.
The All Progressives Congress (APC) had formally
withdrawn from the election via a letter dated Feb-
ruary 17, citing concerns over the court ruling. Se-
curity challenges also arose as OSSIEC accused se-
curity agencies of sealing its office, preventing me-
dia accreditation tags from being issued. While the
AGF and police interpret the appeal court judg-
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ment as reinstating the sacked officials until Octo-
ber, the Osun government maintains that the rul-
ing did not explicitly order their return. With PDP's
total sweep of the election and unresolved legal
disputes, tensions continue to rise over the legiti-
macy of the new council leadership. Premium
Times News (February 23rd) reports.

The federal high court in Abuja has issued an or-
der restraining the Independent National Electoral
Commission (INEC) from taking any action regard-
ing the removal of Senator Samuel Anyanwu as
the national secretary of the Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP). Justice Inyang Ekwo ruled that INEC
must not process any correspondence from PDP
unless signed by Anyanwu, pending further court
directives. The court also warned PDP's acting na-
tional chairman Umar Damagun against forward-
ing documents to INEC without Anyanwu's signa-
ture. This ruling follows an ex-parte application
filed by Anyanwu, who is challenging his removal.
However, the court directed INEC and Damagun to
be served with all relevant legal documents and al-
lowed time for their response. At the resumed
hearing, INEC's lawyer admitted the commission
had not complied with the court's directive to
show cause but had instead filed a counter-affida-
vit contesting the suit's competence. Meanwhile,
the PDP and Udeh-Okoye Enemchukwu, who has
been endorsed as the party's new national scribe,
have applied to be joined in the case. The supreme
court is also set to hear an appeal on March 10 re-
garding Anyanwu's removal, following a Decem-
ber ruling by the court of appeal in Enugu state
that upheld his dismissal on the grounds that he
contested the Imo State governorship election
while holding the office of PDP national secretary.
Despite the party’s national working committee
(NWC) and board of trustees (BoT) endorsing
Udeh-Okoye, Anyanwu insists the matter remains
under legal dispute. lkechukwu Nnochiri, Van-
guard News (Febuary 24") reports.

President Bola Ahmed Tinubu chaired his first na-
tional caucus meeting of the All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) at the state house conference centre
in Abuja on Tuesday. The meeting, attended by
vice president Kashim Shettima, Senate president
Godswill Akpabio, speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives Abbas Tajudeen and national chairman
Abdullahi Umar Ganduje, aimed to strategize
ahead of the party’s national executive committee
(NEC) meeting. Although details of the closed-door
discussions remain undisclosed, analysts expect
deliberations to address issues such as economic
policy alignment, electoral strategy and resolving

internal disputes. Meanwhile, the APC has zoned
its national chairmanship position to the north-
west, a move expected to shape the party’s lead-
ership structure ahead of the 2027 election. The
decision could influence intra-party negotiations
as the region plays a crucial role in the APC's elec-
toral strength. Further discussions are set to con-
tinue at the NEC meeting, where broader govern-
ance and policy approaches will be reviewed. Ste-
phen Angbulu, Punch News (February 25") re-
ports.

Insecurity: ECOWAS Exits Impact Nigeria's
Counter-Insurgency Efforts, Prison Overcrowd-
ing Crisis: Calls for Reform Amid Pardon Con-
troversy, Calls for a Uniform Criminal Justice
System Gain Momentum in Nigeria

While the recent withdrawal of Niger, Mali and
Burkina Faso from the Economic Community of
West African States (ECOWAS) has significantly dis-
rupted regional security cooperation, the develop-
ment has significantly increased the security bur-
den on Nigeria's military, according to the chief of
air staff, Air Marshal Hassan Abubakar. Speaking
at a strategic meeting in Abuja, Abubakar warned
that the Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF),
which has been pivotal in combating Boko Haram
and the Islamic State in West Africa Province
(ISWAP), is now under increased strain due to the
withdrawal of these Sahel states, with Chad also
considering an exit. The air chief highlighted the
growing sophistication of terrorist groups, includ-
ing Al-Qaeda-linked factions that are exploiting
weak governance structures in the Sahel. He also
raised concerns about Boko Haram’'s use of
drones in attacks, citing a 2024 incident in Borno
state where terrorists deployed grenade-carrying
drones against troops. To counter this, he empha-
sized the urgent need for an integrated anti-drone
defense system to safeguard military personnel.
As terrorist networks expand southward, analysts
stress that Nigeria and ECOWAS must strengthen
border security measures and intelligence-sharing
mechanisms to prevent a wider regional crisis. Sol-
omon Odeniyi, Punch News (February 271 re-
ports.

Nigeria's prison system faces an alarming over-
crowding crisis, with 53,225 pretrial detainees con-
stituting 66% of the total inmate population. De-
spite the Nigerian Correctional Service Act (NCSA)
of 2019, which aimed to decongest prisons
through non-custodial measures, implementation
remains limited, exacerbating judicial delays and
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high incarceration costs. The federal government
is projected to spend NGN 21.8 billion on feeding
pretrial detainees in 2025 alone, raising concerns
over resource allocation. Amid this crisis, political
pardons for high-profile individuals have sparked
controversy. The attorney general of the federa-
tion (AGF) and minister of justice, Lateef Fagbemi,
revealed that his office is overwhelmed with clem-
ency applications for politically exposed persons,
even as thousands of pretrial detainees await fair
trials. Legal experts argue that the focus should be
on systemic judicial reforms rather than granting
leniency to convicted politicians. The AGF has pro-
posed a constitutional amendment to exclude cor-
rupt officials from benefiting from presidential or
gubernatorial pardons, a move widely supported
by anti-corruption advocates. Stakeholders em-
phasized the need for expanded non-custodial
sentencing and improved prison conditions to ad-
dress the crisis effectively. Experts also call for
chief judges to exercise their powers to decongest
prisons, as the backlog of 155,969 cases in the fed-
eral high court and 39,526 cases in the court of ap-
peal further compounds the issue. Ameh Ochojila
and Tina Abeku, The Guardian News (February
251 report.

Legal experts and judicial officers have renewed
calls for a standardized criminal justice system at
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the national technical review and evaluation con-
ference in Abuja, arguing that disparities in legal
frameworks “create sentencing inconsistencies,
prolonged trials, and access-to-justice” challenges.
The absence of a unified legal framework means
states apply different laws, i.e. the penal code in
the north, criminal code in the south and sharia-
based laws in some regions leading to inconsist-
encies in legal outcomes. With over 76,000 in-
mates nationwide, 70% of whom are awaiting trial,
Nigeria has one of the highest pretrial detention
rates in Africa. The Centre for Socio-Legal Studies
(CSLS) has championed the adoption of “national
minimum standards” to improve case tracking, re-
duce adjournments, and enhance coordination
among law enforcement agencies. These
measures align with recommendations from the
2023 national justice summit and aim to foster ju-
dicial accountability. The attorney general of the
federation (AGF), Lateef Fagbemi, is set to sign and
gazette the national minimum standards, accord-
ing to Leticia Ayoola-Daniels, director of criminal
justice reform at the federal ministry of justice.
The national minimum standards will introduce a
structured evaluation process every six months,
including baseline studies, peer-review workshops
and technical review conferences to assess states’
compliance. Emmanuel Agbo, Premium Times
News ( February 26™) reports.
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