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Welcome to Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung’s Nigeria Weekly Press Review 

The weekly press review seeks to explore and keep you informed on selected issues relating to politics, 
business and economy, insecurity, infrastructure and development, health related issues, new trends 
and matters bothering on COVID-19 and the situation in Nigeria. 
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Covid-19: PSC Warns Against Third-Wave, Set 
to Receive Johnson & Johnson Vaccines, 
NPHCDA Anticipates Delay in Vaccine Supply 
to Citizens 
 
The Presidential Steering Committee, PSC, has 
warned Nigerians to brace up for a third wave of 
the Covid-19. The Rapid-Response initiative of the 
Academy of Medicine Specialties (AMS) recom-
mended that the federal government closes in-
ternational airports to all flights for at least 2 
weeks. The PSC said the cases in India and Turkey 
are of concern to the country due to the demo-
graphic similarities. Also, the PSC disclosed that 
Nigeria will not accept vaccines from private and 
unverified sources due to warnings from the 
international police. The Minister of Health, 
Osagie Ehanire, revealed that the government is 
expected to acquire the Johnson & Johnson single 
shot vaccines that have been re-certified as fit for 
use by the United States regulatory organs. 
Meanwhile, the Executive Director, National Pri-
mary Health Care Development Agency, 
(NPHCDA), Faisal Shuaib, disclosed at the PSC 
briefing, that the NPHCDA anticipates delay in 
vaccines to the country which may affect and 
impact the remaining phases of the vaccination 
exercise. He added that, only 50 per cent of allo-
cated doses of vaccines have been administered, 
while the remaining 50 per cent would be sched-
uled for those who had earlier received their first 
does. Chukwuma Muanya and Onyedika Ugoeze, 
The Guardian News (April 27th) report. 
 
 
NASS Fall Short of Bills Passage Deadlines, 
House Set Course to Tackle Insecurity, Ensure 
More Women in Parliament, Calls for State of 
Emergency on Security 
 
The House of Representatives, Order 5, Rules 4 
and 5 of the Standing Rules of the House allow it 
to sit from Monday to Friday. However, the 
House has held only 14 plenary sessions in the 
first quarter of 2021, less than half of the mini-
mum of 36 sessions. Since the outbreak of Covid-
19 in February, the Senate has been adjourning 
their plenary sessions for various reasons. The 
Chief Whip and Chairman of the House Ad Hoc 
Committee on the Petroleum Industry Bill (PIB) 
had set March 31 as deadline for passing of the 
PIB but the deadline passed while lawmakers 
were on holiday. The spokesperson of the House, 

Mr. Kalu, did not respond to journalist when 
asked, if the House would be able to meet the 
constitutional stipulation of 189 sittings for the 
year 2021. Premium Times News (April 26th) re-
ports. 

In new reports, the speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, Femi Gbajabiamila, inaugurated a 
40-man committee, with the mandate of finding a 
solution to the security situation in the country. 
Gbajabiamila said that, the security challenge has 
assumed an intractable dimension and the 9th 
House must find a solution to the problem. He 
added that the committee will hold a four-day 
security summit to deliberate the necessary ac-
tion and solutions across different arms and 
levels of government. Levinus Nwabughiogu, 
Vanguard News (April 28th) reports. 
 
On another note, the House of Representatives, 
moved to amend the 1999 constitution, to create 
legislative seats reserved for women. Deputy 
Chief Whip, Nkeiruka Onyejocha (PDP, Abia), 
sponsored the bill, which proposes the creation 
of one additional senatorial seat in each state of 
the federation and Abuja reserved for women. In 
her debate Onyejocha said, ”The situation is 
worse at the State Houses of Assembly level, 
where a good number of our states do not have a 
single woman in their State Assembly.” The bill, 
when put to vote by the speaker, received signifi-
cant support and passed second reading without 
a debate. Premium Times News (April 28th) re-
ports. 
 
Meanwhile, the House of Representatives, on 
Tuesday 27, following the revelation by the Niger 
State Governor, Abubakar Bello, that the Boko 
Haram terrorist took control of 42 communities 
in Niger State, called on President Muhammed 
Buhari to declare a state of emergency on securi-
ty in the country. The speaker of the House, Femi 
Gbajabiamila, disclosed in the House resolutions 
that the lawmakers asked the federal govern-
ment to recruit more army and police personnel 
to curb the state of insecurity. Premium Times 
News (April 27th) reports. 
 
 
Nigeria Among Worst Governed Countries on 
Global Governance Ranking, Fuel Subsidy Af-
fects Oil Revenue 
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Nigeria, ahead of Zimbabwe and Venezuela, 
scored 102 out of the 104 worst governed coun-
tries in the world. The report, by the Chandler 
Institute of Governance, Good Government In-
dex, (GGI), released in Singapore on Monday, 
noted that the ability to handle corruption 
properly is the strongest of good governance. 
The GGI explained that the ranking came during 
the covid-19 pandemic, which exposed the 
strengths and weaknesses in institutions, law and 
leadership. According to the indicator, the high-
est performing governments are united in integri-
ty, strong vision and plan for their nations future 
and the ability to make the most of their national 
resources. Adelani Adepegba, Punch News (April 
28th) writes. 
 
On another note, the Nigerian National Petrole-
um Corporate (NNPC), has revealed that there is 
a shortfall of N111bn in oil revenue, which will 
affect federal allocations to states for April and 
May. The Chief Financial Officer, NNPC, Umar Isa, 
said the pending discussions between Labour 
and the Government have recorded a value 
shortfall of the country’s oil revenue. Oladeinde 
Olawoyin, Premium Times News (April 28th) re-
ports. 
 
 
South-West Governors Fault Security Archi-
tecture, Cabinet Minister’s Alleged Terrorist 
Ties, Kidnapping in Nigeria 
 
The South-West Governors on Wednesday 28, 
disclosed that the present position of the security 
architecture in the country can neither guarantee 
effective policing nor address the challenges 
facing the country. The Chairman of the South-
West Forum, Governor Rotimi Akeredolu, said 
that having a single command in Abuja, to over-
see the 36 states of the federation and Federal 
Capital, cannot effectively tackle the issues affect-
ing policing in the country. Nwafor, Vanguard 
News (April 29th) reports. 
 
Meanwhile, John Campbell, in the Council of For-
eign Relations (April 27th), analyses the  state-
ments of Isa Pantami, the Minister of Communi-
cation and Digital Economy, that surfaced on 
social media. Some years ago, in sermons and 
other statements, Pantami praised Osama bin 
Laden, and he “used rhetoric” about Christians 
and the west that mimics that of Al-Qaeda and 

the Taliban. A debate, blocked by the ruling party 
in National Assembly has appeared on social 
media with dueling hashtags #Pantamimustgo vs 
#Pantamimuststay. However, while citizens have 
expressed that Pantami’s ministerial position 
gives him access to critical information, President 
Buhari’s spokesman, Garba Shehu, has issued a 
statement pointing out that, Pantami’s rhetoric 
was years old and that he had apologized. 
 
In what was described, as a “thriving Industry” in 
Nigeria, Nell Mushin, in the Financial Times (April 
26th), explored the series of kidnappings across 
the country. The economic picture in the country, 
is described as a combination of explosive popu-
lation growth, unemployment and underfunded 
security forces. The easy access to small arms has 
made banditry a booming industry, with ransom 
payments ranging from few hundred US dollars 
to six figures, all in a struggling economy. The 
violent pattern of violence has damaged Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari’s national security 
credentials and has revealed the underfunded 
state, of the military and police. 
 
 
Insecurity: President Buhari Seeks U.S Support 
on Insecurity, IPOB Announces New Com-
mander, Boko Haram Takes Over Community 
in Niger State, Osinbanjo Confirms Security 
Reorganisation 
 
President Muhammadu Buhari, made a plea to 
the United States Secretary of State, Anthony 
Blinken, on Tuesday, to reconsider relocating the 
United States (U.S) Africa Command (AFRICOM) 
from Stuttgart, Germany, to Africa. President 
Buhari, however, did not indicate if Nigeria would 
offer to host the AFRICOM headquarters. Nasir 
Ayitogo, Premium Times News (April 27th) re-
ports. 

Meanwhile, an alleged team of the Nigerian Ar-
my, Police and Department of State Services, DSS, 
in a joint operation on Saturday, stormed the 
operational headquarters of the Eastern Security 
Network, (ESN), in Imo state, killing the IPOB 
commander, Emmanuel Ikonso and some mem-
bers of the group. Emma Powerful, IPOB’s Secre-
tary, announced on channels TV, on Sunday, the 
election of a new leader. When asked the groups 
operational activities, he said, “we pursue herds-
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men from the region.” Nwafor Sunday, Vanguard 
News (April 25th) reports. 

In new reports, the Niger State Governor, Abuba-
kar Bello, has confirmed that Boko Haram insur-
gents took over kauri community of shiroro Local 
Government Area in the state. He warned that 
like the sambisa forest, the terrorists are trying to 
make the community, a two-hour drive to the 
capital city, their home. Bello added that “we 
have over 3,000 people here from communities 
that have been displaced by bandits and Boko 
Haram elements around Munya and Shiroro 
Local Government Areas” and that his admin-
istration has engaged the federal government to 

come to the aid of the state, to deal with insecuri-
ty. Abdullahi Umar, Channels News (April 27th) 
reports. 

Meanwhile, Vice President, Yemi Osinbanjo, on 
Monday 26, revealed that the federal government 
is at the point of reorganizing the security archi-
tecture of the country. He sat with the Majority 
leader of the House of Representatives, Alhasan 
Doguwa and various traditional rulers from Nas-
sarawa state. Osinbajo disclosed that, “this is a 
big country, so policing is very difficult.” He add-
ed, that traditional rulers would be involved in 
the implementation of the restructuring scheme. 
Channels News (April 27th) writes. 
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