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Welcome to Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung’s Nigeria Weekly Press Review

The weekly press review seeks to explore and keep you informed on selected issues relating to politics,
business and economy, insecurity, infrastructure and development, health related issues, new trends
and matters bothering on the overall situation in Nigeria.
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Nigeria’s Economy Records 3.7% Growth in
First Half of 2025

According to Stanbic IBTC Bank Nigeria's Purchas-
ing Managers' Index (PMI) report, compiled by S&P
Global and released this Tuesday, the Nigerian
economy grew by about 3.7% in the first half of
2025. This was attributed to improved business
conditions and increased oil production. This is,
however, lower than the Central Bank of Nigeria’s
estimate of 4.17% and the ambitious 5.5% gross
domestic product (GDP) growth forecasted by the
Nigerian Economic Summit Group in January. Ac-
cording to Muyiwa Oni, head of equity research,
West Africa at Stanbic bank, increased crude oil
production, improved growth in manufacturing
and services, structural reforms, the removal of
protectionist policies and the fading impact of ear-
lier government reforms, are expected to support
medium-term economic growth. Oluwakemi
Abimbola, Punch News (July 2"9) reports.

Senate Accused of Neglecting Bills Originating
from the House of Representatives, PDP Rein-
states Samuel Anyanwu as Party National Sec-
retary, Former Senate President David Mark
Resigns from PDP, Peter Obi Expresses Willing-
ness to Spend One Term as President if Elected
in 2027

Lawmakers in the House of Representatives, led
by minority leader Kingsley Chinda, raised con-
cerns that the Senate had failed to act on critical
bills transmitted by the House, with some pending
for more than six months. This position received
concurrence from several members of the House,
some of who called for the House of Representa-
tives to stop consideration of all bills emanating
from the Senate until the matter is resolved. While
trying to calm nerves, speaker Abbas Tajudeen
also affirmed the Senate’s non-reciprocity towards
the House's bills. He went on to say that “hence-
forth, unless we receive reasonable assurance
from the Senate concerning the concurrence of
our bills, we should not proceed further”. Sodiq
Omolaoye and Rotimi Agboluaje, The Guardian

News (July 3') report.

The Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) at its 100th
national executive committee (NEC) meeting this
Monday in Abuja, unanimously reinstated senator
Samuel Anyanwu as the party’s national secretary.
This was done on the condition that he withdrew

all legal cases, commits to working harmoniously
with all members and does not obstruct the forth-
coming national elective convention scheduled for
August. This was confirmed to journalists by the
acting national chairman, Umar Damagum. He
confidently stated that the PDP possessed internal
mechanisms strong enough to resolve all its inter-
nal crises. The next NEC meeting was scheduled
for July 23. Abdulrahman Zakariyau and Raphael
Ede, Punch News (July 1°') report.

In a letter addressed to the Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) leadership in Otukpo, Benue state, for-
mer Senate president David Mark officially re-
signed from the party bringing to an ending his
decades-long association with the party he helped
found. He cited the party’s deep-seated leadership
crisis and irreconcilable differences as the reasons
behind his departure. The development follows
his recent appointment as one of the interim lead-
ers of the coalition-backed African Democratic
Congress (ADC), a move that signals a shift in Ni-
geria's evolving political landscape. Mark said the
decision to leave the PDP came after extensive
consultations with family, political allies and close
associates. He also vowed that ADC would stop
Tinubu from turning Nigeria into a one-part state
in the 2027 general elections. Winner James, Daily
Post News (July 2") reports.

Peter Obi disclosed that he was willing to serve
one term if he was elected president in 2027. He,
however, said he had not entered any discussions
on a joint ticket with anyone including former vice-
president Atiku Abubakar. Obi stated that he was
not interested in any coalition that was not com-
mitted to rescuing Nigeria. He outlined various
things he would achieve if given a chance in 2027,
stating that he would bring stability to Nigeria
within two years as president. Later in the week,
he announced on his X handle that he had decided
to join the opposition coalition because there was
a need to “build bridges to dismantle” structures
of poverty and insecurity in Nigeria. He said the
coalition would offer Nigerians “a competent, ca-
pable, and compassionate” leadership. However,
the Julius Abure-led faction of the Labour Party
(LP) has given Peter Obi a 48-hour ultimatum to
leave the party after he joined the coalition. This
was contained in a statement signed by the fac-
tion’s national publicity secretary, Obiora Ifoh, in
Abuja. He explained that LP under Abure is vehe-
mently opposed to the coalition. Abbas Jimoh,
Daily Trust News (June 30™) reports.
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Insecurity: Mixed Reactions Trail the Call on
Federal Government to Declare State of Emer-
gency in the North, Terrorists Attack Village in
Sokoto State Leaving 20 Dead

In a statement by its spokesperson Prof. Abubakar
Jika Jiddere, the Northern Elders Forum (NEF)
called on the federal government to declare a
state of emergency on security across the north-
ern region. The forum lamented the attacks car-
ried out by armed terrorists in different parts of
the north which it described as a declaration of
war against the Nigerian state and one in which
the state was losing. Mixed reactions have trailed
the call by the NEF. The special assistant to Zam-
fara state governor on media and communica-
tions, Mustafa Kaura, said the state would wel-
come the state of emergency to curb insecurity. In
an interview, the Kano state commissioner for in-
formation and internal affairs, Ibrahim Waiya, said
governor Abba Yusuf was committed to sustaining
peace and would welcome any development that
improved the safety of residents. The Kaduna
state government through the chief press secre-
tary Malam |Ibraheem said it was not opposed to
any policy that would bring about lasting peace in
not just northern Nigeria but the entire country.
The Benue state government, on the other hand,
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opposed the demand. Commissioner for infor-
mation and orientation Mathew Abos asked rhe-
torically if it was possible to terminate the demo-
cratic structure in all the states of the country. He
described the suggestion as impossible and un-
called for. Kogi state, however, maintained neu-
trality. John Charles et al., Punch News (June 30™)
report.

An attack by heavily armed men on Tuesday morn-
ing in a village in Tangaza local government area
of Sokoto state has left over 20 people dead and
many unaccounted for. Eyewitnesses who spoke
on the condition of anonymity described the scene
as harrowing, recounting how heavily armed men
stormed the village, firing indiscriminately and set-
ting homes ablaze. While the motive behind the
brutal assault has not been officially confirmed,
some local sources allege that the attack may have
been provoked by the village head's reported re-
fusal to permit intermarriage between members
of the community and individuals affiliated with
the Lakurawa terrorist group. Residents have
called on state and federal authorities to urgently
step up efforts to protect vulnerable populations
and bring the perpetrators of this heinous crime
to justice. Musa Ubandawaki, Vanguard News (July
2"9) reports.
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